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Const. Shannon Donnelly (left) of Huronia West OPP, Collingwood hospital mental health worker Alice Afram and Const. Karen
Viragh of Collingwood OPP are the mental health response team.
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Friday, May 12, 2017, 8am to 4:30pm at
TRACKS EMPLOYMENT

$160 plus HST = $180.80
(payment must be made in advance by May 2, 2017)

Space is limited

Register with Tracks:
50 Hume Street, Collingwood

705-444-1580 • tracks@tracks.on.ca

Offered at Tracks through Build With Safety
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It’s been seven years
since Aron Firman died af-
ter a Collingwood OPP offi-
cer used a stun gun to sub-
due him.

And a day doesn’t go by
that his father, Marcus,
doesn’t think of him.

Aron was diagnosed
with schizophrenia and,
shortly after his son’s
death, Marcus called on
the province to create cri-
sis-intervention teams
consisting of mental-
health workers and police
working together to better
deal with individuals with
mental illness.

"(A) serious mental-
health condition will affect
one in five of us in this
province. How can that not
be taken seriously?" he
said. "It wasn’t in the past,
and I think there is an
overall recognition that
was the case. It needs spe-
cific training. It needs a
different approach. It
needs empathy and under-
standing."

Firman’s vision has
come to fruition, as the
Collingwood and Huronia
West OPP detachments
now partner with Colling-
wood General and Marine
Hospital and the South
Georgian Bay Community
Health Centre on a mental-
health response team.

Mental-health worker
Alice Afram has been
paired with Const. Shan-
non Donnelly from Huro-
nia West and Const. Karen
Viragh of Collingwood.
The team responds to calls
when officers believe an

individual is suffering a
mental-health crisis.

"We are trying proactive
measures to try and pre-
vent any type of mental-
health crisis or any type of
crisis in the community,"
Afram said. "We’re trying
to get there before a crisis
does escalate."

She said the officers are
in plain clothes, which is
designed to "decriminal-

ize" the situation, and they
assist at the scene and after
the incident.

"We are also navigators
for the mental-health sys-
tem in the area," said
Afram. "Those individuals
who have fallen through
the cracks, we’re trying to
pick them up and get them
connected and to ensure
they stay connected.

"We’re also here listen-

ing to people’s concerns
and advocating for
change."

The Ontario Provincial
Police developed a mental-
health strategy in 2016 af-
ter an audit of the depart-
ment by the Ontario om-
budsman.

"Our mental-health
strategy initiated out of an
assessment being done of
our organization on how

we’re contributing, not on-
ly to the mental health of
our members, but what are
we doing with the chal-
lenges we face in the com-
munity," said OPP com-
missioner Vince Hawkes.

He said the organiza-
tion has invested in train-
ing for its officers, re-
presenting a departure
from how the OPP has
dealt with individuals ex-

periencing a mental-
health crisis in the past.

"There are a number of
things that have evolved in
policing over the number
of years," he said. "What
has been the success rate
of dealing with individuals
in mental-health crisis?
We found, just looking at
our own data, a lot of these
folks that are having a dif-
ficult time were being ar-
rested and taken to jail.
And we realize that’s not
the solution."

Heather Klein Geb-
binck is executive director
of the South Georgian Bay
Community Health Cen-
tre, one of the partners on
the mental-health re-
sponse team. She said com-
munity collaboration al-
lows police to continue to
focus on security and safe-
ty, but still connect indi-
viduals suffering from
mental-health issues to the
services they need.

"It’s a shift in identify-
ing that mental illness
plays a significant role in
why often people end up in
the criminal system," she
said. "One of the goals is to
really wrap the services
around them to try and
avoid them getting in-
volved in the justice sys-
tem.

"When you blend the
support for health and
well-being with the securi-
ty of the OPP, I think that
combination is what
blends it together as op-
posed to working in silos."

Marcus said he wishes
Aron’s death will lead to
others being saved.

"That’s what we can
hope for."
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Collingwood hospital mental health worker Alice Afram and Const. Shannon Donnelly will respond to
police calls to assist those in mental health crisis.
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Now for 2017!

Book Your New Roof
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We specialize in architectural shingles, new, re-roof,
repairs and at roof projects.

Quality Workmanship Since 1989. References Available.

NO DEPOSIT REQUIRED! FREE ESTIMATES!
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