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We have the perfect colour match to redecorate any room

A New Room In  
Every Can
For a smooth, rich finish 
of exceptional beauty, 
depend on MANOR HALL® 
premium interior latex 
paints. The washable, 
durable finish makes Manor 
Hall ideal for walls, ceilings, 
doors and trim.

Highly Scrubbable
Provides A Rich Finish
Excellent Coverage 

www.trophypropertycorp.com

CONDOMINIUMS
705-457-8899

MINDEN HALIBURTON

A letter circulating to area 
councils from the Trillium Lake-

lands District School Board has 
some politicians worried about 
the future of local schools.

D u r i n g  t h e  p a s t  m o n t h , 
TLDSB has been sending out a 
draft pupil accommodation pol-

icy and procedure document 
for councillors to review, as per 
guidelines set out by the Minis-
try of Education.

As stated in the letter from 
Bob Kaye, CFO and superin-

tendent of business for TLDSB, 
“the new pupil accommodation 
review procedure will provide 
for consultation with our com-
munity partners to gather and 

School board reviewing accommodation policy 
ANGELICA INGRAM
Staff Reporter

see BOARD page 2

Harcourt Community Centre burns to ground
ANGELICA INGRAM
Staff Reporter

The Harcourt Community Centre was destroyed in a fi re on Sunday, Nov. 28. Photo by Tammy Donaldson

Birthday parties, weddings, 
anniversary celebrations, show-
ers and much more.

The Harcourt Community 
Centre has been host to thou-
sands of these types of celebra-
tions over the past few decades, 
since it was built more than 50 
years ago.

Now what remains of the 
popular small town community 
centre on the edge of the bound-
aries of Dysart et al is merely 
white brick walls and piles of 
debris that include shells of 
what were once kitchen ovens 
and piles of chinaware.

The blaze that destroyed the 
community centre in the hamlet 
of Harcourt started some time 
before 7 a.m. on Sunday, Nov. 
29.

Harcourt resident and munic-
ipal Councillor Tammy Don-
aldson was one of the first to 
see the fl ames, which appeared 
refl ected in the windows of the 
house across the street from 
where she lives.

Residing diagonally from the 
centre, Donaldson could see the 
smoke and flames when she 
looked out into her backyard.

The first though that went 
through her mind was how is 
this happening?

“It’s such a monumental ... I 
mean people come to Harcourt 
for the community centre, that’s 
the only thing that’s left here,” 
she said. “It was like I can’t 
believe what I’m seeing.”

The call to 9-1-1 was made by 
see LOSS page 4
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Barbara Joy Peel
Potter & Jeweller

36 Skyline Park Road, Haliburton    barbarajoypeel.com

Saturday December 12th 
9:30am - 4pm

Welcomes you to her Studio Christmas Sale

40%  
off  

Select Items

Thank you to the following generous businesses, groups and individuals:

The following donors wished to make their donation 
to honour and celebrate the life of someone special.

7199 Gelert Road, PO Box 1413
Haliburton, ON K0M 1S0

705-457-1580

6 McPearson St, P.O. Box 30,
Minden, ON K0M 2K0

705-286-1580
foundation@hhhs.on.ca

Special Thanks 
Moose 93.5 FM & 
Canoe 100.9 FM  
Stay tuned for 
weekly updates.

As of November 30, 2015
The Believe In the Magic of Giving campaign  

                 has raised $15,000 for the 
 Haliburton and Minden Emergency Departments.

Donors   Special Person Donors    Special Person

Believe in the  
Magic of Giving!Help 

Equip Our 
Emergency 

Departments

Anonymous
Myrtle Campbell
Margaret Gillis

Helen & Tim Koivusalo
Michelle Bonham

Janice Carr
Barb Bohlin &  
Gunars Vestfals

Derek & Pamela Rolfe
Rosemary Chapman

Cheryl Gargal
Robert E. Fairey

Grey Sisson
Peter Jensen

Suzanne Boggild
Gerry Whitney
Earle Faulknor

Sandra Brodigan
Claus Wirsig
Paul H. Pilon
L. Joyce Shore

R. & D. LeMottee
Allan Halton
Nadine Bell
Irene Russell

James & Elizabeth Gaines
Irene Higginson

Peter & Florence Salmond

Ian R. Moore &  
Wayne E. Wylie
Robert Moses

Isadore Zagozewski
Susan Winter

Donald & Kathy Wilson
Bruce & Doreen Lemon

Sandra Reist-Lyddiatt
William & Blythe Reynolds

Edward Mercer
Don & Marlene Tosh

Grace Olds
Phyllis Laferle

Janet Bond .........................................................Don Bond
Richard Wilding ...................................Florence Wilding
Janet Newell ...............................................Hartley Newell
Jean Plummer......................................Leonard Plummer
George Welsh ............................................My wife Ingrid
Barbara Kostuch ...........................Raymond M. Kostuch

Thomas F. Scott ........................................... Kathy Kramp
B. Elaine Woods ...................................................May Tell
Dr. Peter & Nancy Webster .............................. Dr. Good
Karin Eisen .........................................Thorsten Schindler
Steven Iczkovitz ...Sydney, Crosby, Cleo, Calvin & Hobbes
David & Sandra Adams  .................. The Ranson Family

several parties, fi rst by community centre 
neighbour Paul Rowbotham. Although 
the building is technically in the munici-
pality of Dysart et al, a mutual aid agree-
ment saw Highlands East firefighters 
attend the scene, due to the proximity of 
their fi re halls.

Highlands East fi re chief Bill Wingrove 
said they got the call at 6:54 a.m. and were 
on scene by 7:08 a.m.

Thirty-one firefighters attended the 
blaze, which took three hours to put out, 
he said.

Wingrove said at this time the fi re is not 
suspected to be suspicious and the fire 
marshal has not been called to investigate.

No one was in the building at the time 
of the fire. A janitor was the last to have 
been there a day prior. 

According to a press release from Dys-
art fi re chief Miles Maughan, upon inves-
tigation it is believed the fire started in 
the ceiling/attic area above the kitchen, 
before spreading to the roof.

“We’re 90 per cent sure it was electri-
cal,” said Wingrove when asked about 
the cause of the fire. “It was burning in 
the attic for quite a while before it broke 
through.”

Donaldson began taking pictures right 
around 7 a.m., prior to fi refi ghters arriv-
ing on the scene.

Photos were posted to the community 
centre’s Facebook page and comments 
quickly began to flood the page. Com-
ments from those who live in the area and 
others from residents who have long since 
left.

The pictures from the blaze were shared 
by more than 160 people.

“So sad to see this gone,” wrote 

from page 1

Michelle Purto. “So many great memories 
there.”

The memories being shared on the 
social media site are a testament to the 
building and the place it holds in people’s 
hearts.

“When Martin Lumber was here there 
was a lot of people there,” said Donald-
son. “It was the people that were inside 
that made up the hall. I mean it’s just a 
building ... we were eating breakfast at 
the diner and people were saying I had 
my first dance in there. I got married in 
there.”

The fi re chief had a similar experience, 
with those watching the building go up in 

smoke sharing their stories of the place.
“You wouldn’t believe how many peo-

ple came up to me when I was standing 
there and [said] you know we got married 
there 30 years ago or we had our recep-
tion there,” said Wingrove.

Ed Otto has been a volunteer at the cen-
tre for the past 17 years, calling bingo on 
Wednesday nights. He has many memo-
ries within the walls of the building and 
said he doesn’t know what he’s going to 
do this coming Wednesday.

Looking at the building where he has 
spent hundreds of hours, Otto is sad-
dened to think of all the memorabilia 
that hung on the walls that will never be 

replaced.
The original part of the community cen-

tre dates back to the 1950s, with an addi-
tion that was added in 1974.

Wingrove said everything inside the 
building was destroyed, right down to the 
plates and cutlery.

“It’s all melted and twisted,” he said.
Donaldson says the centre will be 

rebuilt, making it more modern and up to 
code. 

The councillor is confident the ham-
let will rally together and work towards 
creating a new place for memories to be 
made.

Above, Highlands East fi refi ghters control the blaze at the Harcourt Community 
Centre on Sunday, Nov. 28. Photo by Tammy Donaldson
Right, not much remained of the beloved building the day after the fi re. 
ANGELICA INGRAM Staff

Loss of building brings back memories of good times
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