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We Service What We Sell!
www.PeterboroughAppliances.com

1-866-680-6220 or 705-748-9781
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

FOLLOW
US ON

2849 Lakefield Road, Peterborough

Appetite for Perfection
July 1 to September 30, 2016

See In-store Sales Associate for available qualifying models
and applicable instant savings amounts. jennair.ca

PLUSwhen you purchase 4 or more select eligible◊ appliances
RECEIVE UPTO

$1,600 BONUS
IN INSTANT SAVINGS***

Purchase 3 or more eligible◊

Jenn-Air® appliances and receive

15%
INSTANT SAVINGS**

Purchase 2 eligible◊

Jenn-Air® appliances and receive

10%
INSTANT SAVINGS*

...our Service Department works the late shift!
Our Service Department is OPEN Evenings & Saturdays

Did you knowwe service all makes andmodels? Domestics & Imports • Shuttle Service Available

www.transcanadanissan.com
1189 Lansdowne Street West 705-743-4141

Book your
Appointment
NOW!

743-4141

Lack of rain having dire trickle down eff ect on farmsLack of rain having dire trickle down eff ect on farmsLack of rain having dire trickle down eff ect on farms

BY LANCE ANDERSON

T
here’s an old saying Brian Haass remembers his 

grandfather saying.

“It will be a drought year when the sun melts 

the snow.”

Th is old farmer’s adage certainly rang true this year 

as very little rain fell in the spring; starting a drought 

that has continued this summer causing much havoc 

on local crops.

“I’ve never seen it this bad, this early,” says Haass, 

a third-generation crop farmer whose property is 

located off  of Bensfort Road, south of Peterborough. 

A tour of his corn crop is proof enough. Th e arid, 

cracked dry landscape has stalks of corn growing, but 

the bases are a yellow brown instead of a vibrant green.

One fi eld looked more like pineapple leaves 

growing.

“It shouldn’t look like pineapple,” says Haass as he 

navigates his 4x4 truck around his back lot corn fi eld. 

Th is fi eld in particular is normally soaked, as much 

of it is near marshy, swampland. But on this day, 

the ground was solid, almost like driving on rough 

concrete as opposed to a muddy farm fi eld.

“We’ve only had three rains here this year and 

they’ve all been under half-an-inch,” says Haass.

Th e extent of the drought’s damage won’t be fully 

known until Haass takes out his combine to harvest 

his crops. He farms some 1,500 acres, mostly corn 

and soya bean, in and around the Peterborough area. 

He isn’t holding out much hope that his yield will be 

enough to make his hard work worth it.

Continued on Page 9

Dry summer season is going down as Dry summer season is going down as 

one of the worst in recent memory for one of the worst in recent memory for 

Peterborough County farmersPeterborough County farmers

Farmer Brian Haass checks out his wilted corn crop at his farm south of Peterborough. The lack of rain is causing serious 
problems for both crop and livestock farmers in the Peterborough area. LANCE ANDERSON/THIS WEEK



Continued from Page 8

You can see that the ears of corn are much 

smaller than they should be and his soya bean 

plants are already aborting their top purple 

fl owers meaning fewer pods will sprout.

Haass likens the low yield to the average 

person taking a 40 per cent 

pay cut in their salary.

“How do you think you’d 

be doing?” he asks.

Although crop insurance 

will cover some of the 

shortfall, Haass says farmers 

will feel the pinch long into 

winter. He adds it will be 

especially hard for cattle 

producers who are already 

using hay stocks for feed. 

Usually, cattle are now out to 

pasture, munching on green 

grass, but there is no grass to 

be had.

“If you’re not cutting your 

grass, we’re not cutting hay,” 

says Haass.

He adds it will be next 

to impossible to stretch 

hay stocks into the winter 

months because there 

probably won’t be another 

hay cut this year.”

“It’s pretty much too late,” 

he says.

Th is means the cost of hay 

has skyrocketed to around 

$90 for a round bale, up from its $40 

average price.

Th at will defi nitely hurt the pockets 

of cattle farmers, says Larry Jinkerson, 

president of the Peterborough County 

Cattlemen’s Association.

For Jinkerson, he will only see 25 

per cent of the hay crop he’d normally 

get this year at his farm near Lakefi eld.

“We are feeding cattle forage now 

and we won’t have enough for winter,” 

he adds. “So now we have to decide to 

sell off  some of our animals or pay the 

high price for hay.”

In his 41 years as a cattle farmer in the 

Peterborough area, Jinkerson says this summer 

ranks up there as one of the worst in terms of 

drought conditions. 

“We’ve seen some dry spells, but since April 

we’ve only seen two inches of rain,” he adds.

Th is lack of rain is also having an eff ect on the 

amount of water available for livestock to drink. 

Rachel Stillman, president of the 

Peterborough County Federation of Agriculture, 

says some farmers are bringing in water trucks 

to fi ll ponds to give cattle something to drink. 

Jinkerson says he knows some farmers who are 

pumping water up from lakes and rivers. 

Water shipments are just another expense 

farmers have to cover, says Stillman.

“We all know there are water issues and in 

the back of their (some farmers’) heads they 

are thinking, what are we going to do?” says 

Stillman.

Last weekend local farmers gathered for 

the annual Peterborough County Cattlemen’s 

Association barbecue. Jinkerson says much 

of the talk centred around the dry conditions 

and challenges facing both crop and livestock 

farmers. 

“It is the talk out there,” he adds.

landerson@mykawartha.com
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My future starts here!

Academic excellence

Francophone environment

Full bilingualism

Rooted in Catholic values

Daycare / Childcare

1st choice of francophone
parents

MyFrenchSchool.ca

French Catholic school:my first great success!

Come visit our Catholic elementary school
in Peterborough!

ÉCOLE ÉLÉMENTAIRE CATHOLIQUE
Monseigneur-Jamot
JK to Grade 8

186 Romaine St., Peterborough | 705 742-7571

csdccs.edu.on.ca& REBUILD DISCLOSURES.
Prices exclude taxes & license fees.

EXTENDED WARRANTY AVAILABLE ON MOST VAHICLES!

www.randbauto.ca
705-799-7990

AUTO SALES

Blue, 4 Cyl, Auto, PS, PB, PW, PM, PDL,

A/C, Cruise, Tilt, Fog Lamps.

2012
Chev Cruze LT

35,000 kms $11,995Stk# 1464

Only 5,000 kms!!!

2013
Mazda 3

Red, 2.0L. Manual, Leather, A/C, Cruise,

Tilt, PW, Sunroof, 4 Dr.

Stk# 1468 $13,995

White, Auto, PS, PB, 6.0L, Duel Air/Heat, PW,

PDL, Keyless, Tonneau Cover, Trailer Package.

2011 Chev
Silverado Hybrid

56,000 kms $18,995Stk# 1573

Black, 5.0L Auto, 2WD, Contractors cab with interior
lighting, Barn Doors, Steel Shelving, Ladder Racks & Box
Side Storage, Long Box, A/C, Tilt, Fog Lamps, AM/FM/CD.

2014
Ford F150 XLT

Stk# 1527 Only 12,000 kms $25,995

A dried soya bean fl ower on Brian Haass’ farm south of 
Peterborough. Normally this time of year, the plant would 
have purple fl owers where more bean pods would sprout.

LANCE ANDERSON/THIS WEEK

Drought conditions racking up extra costs for farmers


