
A year after her 

disappearance, Lise 

Fredette’s children 

still miss her voice
BY TODD VANDONK

N
athalie Leclerc fi nds herself picking up 

the phone to call her mother but soon 

remembers there isn’t going to be a voice 

on the other end.

Th e daily conversation with her mother no longer 

exists since Lise Fredette was allegedly murdered at 

the hands of her ex-boyfriend Andrew Watson on 

this day one year ago. 

Ms Leclerc didn’t speak to her mother that Nov. 

12, 2014 night and regrets it every day.

“Maybe it would have done no good but maybe 

I could have done something,” says Ms Leclerc, 

breaking down in tears. “But you never think 

someone is going to do that.”

Ms Fredette’s son, Stéphane Leclerc and the rest 

of the family, celebrated his mother’s 74th birthday 

a month before Mr. Watson allegedly took her from 

her Bensfort Road home driveway.

“I still remember how little and delicate she 

appeared while she was waving at me from the 

window and I could never imagine this would be the 

last time I’d see her,” says Mr. Leclerc.

“I wish I could have told her one more time how 

much she meant to us and how much we love her.”

Ms Leclerc’s eyes well up with tears as she fl ips 

through family photos and comes across a photo of 

her mother proudly holding her birthday cake on 

the day Mr. Leclerc last saw his mom.

“Family and holidays were always important,” 

says Ms Leclerc.

“One time for my birthday, I was at home and 

there was a knock on my door, and my mom and 

brother were standing there with a birthday cake 

and candles,” she adds with a laugh.

Right after Ms Fredette disappeared, a candelight 

vigil pulled together her friends and co-workers. 

For weeks, people searched for her remains in an 

area identifi ed by police investigators.

Ms. Fredette was born in Bromptonville, Quebec, 

married young and was a stay-at-home mom. 

After a divorce, she became the main parent 

fi gure and worked 40 hours a week while taking the 

kids to their extracurricular activities.

“She always gave herself completely in everything 

she did; she was a perfectionist, completely 

dedicated and always selfl ess,” says Mr. Leclerc.

“She always put us, her children, fi rst and we’ve 

been lucky to have her and call her Mom.”

“If you needed advice or help with money, Mom 

was always there,” adds Ms Leclerc.

Continued on Page 27
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WATCH FOR ADDITIONAL SALES & PROMOTIONS THIS HOLIDAY SEASON!

*Some exceptions apply. See store for details.
NO TAX@CAHILL’S!*
NOW THRU CHRISTMAS

‘I wish I could have told her one ‘I wish I could have told her one 

more time how much she meant more time how much she meant 

to us and how much we love her.’to us and how much we love her.’

One month before she vanished, Lise Fredette celebrated her birthday with this 
cake. It was the last time her son Stephane saw her.

PHOTO COURTESY OF THE LECLERC FAMILY
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Prices of products that feature the MAX special logo are exclusive to registered M&M MAX customers.
Simply present your MAX card, or sign up for a FREE MAX membership in-store or online, to take advantage of these MAX discounts.

PETERBOROUGH
1091 Chemong Rd. 705-748-2944

PETERBOROUGH
1080 Lansdowne St. W. 705-740-9684

LAKEFIELD
140 Queen St. 705-652-3221

ALL PRICES IN EFFECT FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 13 UNTIL THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 19, 2015 UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED.

Italian
Style Beef
Meatballs
130-140 PIECES
1.36 kg/3 lb

e$5e1099
e$3e1099

4 lb Lasagna 1.81 kg

SPECIAL
OFFER

NOVEMBER

SUNDAY

15
NOVEMBER

FRIDAY

13
NOVEMBER

SATURDAY

14
NOVEMBER

MONDAY

16
4 DAYSONLY

999
save$6

Add GARLIC BREAD
330 g

299

LIMIT
OF 3 PER

CUSTOMER

SERVES
6-8

SHARE SAVOUR CELEBRATE

Oriental
Party Pak
48-58 PIECES
800 g

We’re here to help with
your holiday plans!

Continued from Page 26

Ms Fredette moved to Peterborough in 1985 

after meeting a man from the area that was 

working in Quebec. She worked at Woolco in 

its jewelry department and than eventually in 

Walmart’s jewelry department for 25 years. 

“She always worked in jewelry,” Ms Leclerc 

says with a smile.

“She knew what she was talking about and 

everyone said she was so 

good.”

Ms Leclerc says her 

mom was a homebody but 

liked to go to Mapleridge 

Recreation Centre to dance. 

Th at is where she would 

meet Mr. Watson. 

After dating for awhile, 

the two broke it off  and 

police allege he harassed 

Ms Fredette for months 

before her disappearance.

“She felt sorry for him and thought he was 

just lonely,” says Ms Leclerc.

“It is not always good to have a heart for 

somebody.”

Ms  Fredette’s remains have yet to be located.

“We recognize that the past year has been 

incredibly diffi  cult for the Fredette family,” says 

City police Inspector Lynne Buehler.

“Th roughout the past year, we have come to 

know the family and have heard the pain they 

continue to endure without being able to lay her 

to rest.”

Police say fi nding Ms Fredette remains a 

priority  and are asking the public to search 

properties, and be on the lookout for a three-

quarter-length black down-fi lled winter jacket, 

dark pants and black shoes. 

She had a dark coloured 

purse and a blue soft-

shelled thermal lunch bag. 

“It’s already been a year 

since we’ve lost our mom 

and it feels like an eternity,” 

adds Mr. Leclerc, noting he 

remembers her voice, her 

funny stories, her unique 

way of saying things and 

her great advice.

“In everything our mother did and in every 

word, she showed us how much she really cared 

and just how much she loved us,” he says.

Anyone with any information related to this 

case is still asked to call the Peterborough Police 

Service at 705-876-1122 or Crime Stoppers at 

1-800-222-TIPS or www.stopcrimehere.ca

tvandonk@mykawartha.com

Family celebrations were very important to Lise Fredette, seen here with her daughter 
Nathalie (right), son Stephane and his partner and daughter at the time.

PHOTO COURTESY OF THE LECLERC FAMILY

Lise Fredette (right) was well known as a popular Walmart employee at the north-end 
store.                                                                PHOTO COURTESY OF THE LECLERC FAMILY

‘It’s already been a year since we’ve lost 
our mom and it feels like an eternity’

“In everything our 
mother did and in 
every word, she 
showed us how 
much she really 

cared and just how 
much she loved us”

Stéphane Leclerc
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Inside this edition:

• Man moves his house to save it from getting hit by cars, page 3

• Should a teacher decide if your child’s lunch is healthy?, page 26

• Hometown scorer lifts Petes past the rival Generals, page 32

Vigilante group posts video of convicted pedophile

BY TODD VANDONK

A 
vigilante group targeting online sex predators 

have proof that convicted Peterborough pedophile 

Ioannis Paligiannis is at it again.

Creep Hunters is national online vigilante team of 

individuals who use the Internet to pose as children 

to weed out pedophiles then expose them publicly on 

Facebook. 

Th e group started out in British Columbia and chapters 

are popping up daily throughout Canada. A Kamloops 

deputy sheriff  has been charged with four child-sex-related 

counts stemming from a Creep Hunters’ investigation.

Creep Hunters’ Kawartha chapter president Danielle 

Roberts says a 26-year-old man calling himself John 

recently contacted multiple Creep Hunter decoys on 

various chat and dating web sites, including Plenty of Fish.  

Th e decoys identifi ed themselves as minors and virgins but 

it didn’t stop ‘John’ from pursuing what he thought was a 

15-year-old boy named Kyle. 

Within minutes of the conversation, Kyle tells John he 

is 16 years old and lied about his age to get on the dating 

website.

“At least ur legal and very hot,” John responds through an 

online chatting thread.

John is then informed that Kyle is actually 15 and not 

turning 16 until March 2017.  John keeps pursing the boy 

while sending Kyle multiple photos of his penis. 

“Th e pictures he sent this boy made me cry,” says 

Roberts.
Continued on page 2

Creep Hunters targets online 

sex predators across Canada

On the left is a picture of Paligiannis taken by a This Week reporter 
after he pleaded guilty to multiple sex offences against boys under the 
age of 16. On the right side is a screen shot of Ioannis Paligiannis in a 
video taken by sex predator vigilante group Creep Hunters. The group 
met him on Sept. 22 after pretending to be a teenaged boy named 
Kyle.

FILE PHOTO ON LEFT BY TODD VANDONK | METROLAND
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NOGOJIWANONG FRIENDSHIP CENTRE
SUPPORTS HEALTHY MOMS AND CHILD DEVELOPMENT!

• Are you an urban Aboriginal expecting
Mom, looking for helpful information
and supports for a healthy pregnancy?

• Seeking supports for day-to-day
parental needs and challenges?

• Looking for a child-safe place to bring
your infant/child for group play and chat
with other Moms and Dads?

We are here for you, call us.

• Well Baby Clinics

• Prenatal health counseling

• Breastfeeding supports & information

• Traditional/Cultural Programming

• Parenting Classes

• Education on healthy child development

• Family group workshops

PROGRAMS AND SERVICES

• Play Groups & Support Groups

• Reading and Literacy Programs

• Toy Lending Cupboard

• Family cooking and meal kits

• And more……...

380 Armour Road,Unit 100, Peterborough | Phone: 705-775-0387 | www.nogofc.ca

Leons helps
Crossroads
Shelter
remain a
safe haven
for local

women and
children
escaping
violence

Leons co-owner Tom Reburn Junior presents YWCA Peterborough Haliburton’s Donor Relations and Giving

Associate Tina MacFarlane with a cheque for $3,332. The money was raised during their Customer Appreciation

Event with a local celebrity dunk tank and charity barbeque. Funds will go to YWCA’s Crossroads Shelter which

provides safe nights’ sleep and meals to thousands of women and children escaping violence in our community.

“YWCA is a very important organization to us,” Reburn says. “Domestic violence needs to be stopped and It’s

awful that it is still going on in our society, but people who are currently facing a situation like that need a safe,

comfortable place to go during their transition. That’s why we do everything we can to help the Shelter out.”
Marina/Hilliard St.,
Plaza Intersection. 705-745-7422

$5+ tax

UPSIZE TO LG FOR $300

ADD SHACK STICKS WITH CHEESE $300

(ONE FREE DIP)

Must present coupon,
Offer valid until Oct. 30/2016.

www.thepizzashack.ca

Peterborough’s HIDDEN GEM!

1 MEDIUM PEPPERONI PIZZA
*excludes extra cheese

Walk
in

only

Continued from Page 1

“And the things he discussed are sexual acts 

that I have never heard of.”

On Wednesday (Sept. 28), Creep Hunters 

released a video on Facebook of John meeting 

a person whom he thought was Kyle at the 

Greyhound bus station on Simcoe Street on 

Sept. 22 around 11:30 p.m. John looked like a 

deer in  the headlights when he learned that he 

had been caught by Creep Hunters.

“He said that he was getting help,” says 

Roberts.

Creep Hunters later learned that John is 

convicted child lurer Paligiannis. Video images 

captured of Paligiannis’ alias John are clearly the 

same person photographed by a Peterborough 

Th is Week reporter in August, 2014 during  

Paligiannis court proceedings on charges of 

sexual assault, invitation to sexual touching 

under 16 years of age, luring a person under 16, 

making sexually explicit material available to a 

person under 16. Th e then 24-year-old pleaded 

guilty to those counts and was sentenced to two 

years less a day in jail.

In 2014, Mr. Paligiannis admitted he sought 

out young boys. He took them to movies, 

bought them alcohol and gave them money in 

return for nude photos and oral sex. Roberts 

says Paligiannis used the same modus operandi 

in his chats with Creep Hunter decoys.

“He was very interested in off ering gifts,” she 

says.

Th is Week tried to contact Paligiannis on 

several occasions but he hasn’t returned phone 

calls or a text. 

Creep Hunters says it is working with police 

to build a case against Paligiannis. Criminal 

Investigations Unit Staff  Sergeant Neil Collins 

confi rms they have been in contact with the 

vigilante group.

“We are certainly interested in people 

reporting these incidents to us but when they 

try to take matters into their own hands there 

are a number of issues that can arise,” he says.

He adds from what he can see there is no 

thought from the group to bring these people to 

justice through the criminal justice system.

“Th eir agenda seems to be the court of public 

opinion,” he says.

“It splashed on social media and basically 

guilt before anything is determined in court.”

Staff  Sgt. Collins says the exploitation 

of children is an obvious concern and the 

Peterborough force has an investigator working 

with the provincial Internet Child Exploitation 

Unit.

“We are bound by a lot of laws and regulations 

in investigating these things to have successful 

outcome in court,” he explains

He isn’t sure if Creep Hunter’s evidence will 

hold clout in court.

“If they become our witness in court, what 

questions are the courts going to have about 

their tactics?” he asks.

Roberts says a couple of weeks ago being a 

hunter was just something she was thinking 

about doing but now she can’t turn away 

because of the number of child lures she 

encounters online.

“It is like taking the blue pill from the Matrix. 

Once you see it, you can’t look away,” she says.

She says Creep Hunters isn’t just about 

shaming online predators.

“It is also so parents can realize this is in our 

community and accessible to our kids and very 

dangerous,” she says.

‘It’s like the blue pill in the Matrix, once you see it, you can’t look away’

‘It is also so parents 

can realize this is in 

our community and 

accessible to our kids 

and very dangerous.’
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AND
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TIRE INSTALLATIONS
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7949 Hwy. 7B near Fowlers Corners
Retail - Wed, Thurs, Fri & Sat
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Family irate that 

offi  cer cleared 

in shooting 

death
BY TODD VANDONK

C
ody Cole’s last seconds alive 

were caught on a home video 

surveillance system.

“Why did he have to put a bullet 

in his head?” says a weeping Linda 

Hurl while watching the video on a 

laptop just metres away from where 

her nephew was shot and killed by 

a City police offi  cer minutes before 

midnight on April 4.

Th e video shows Mr. Cole and the 

unnamed offi  cer walking nearly side 

by side on Wolfe Street around 11:50 

p.m. Th e two engaged in a struggle 

when Mr. Cole takes a couple of 

steps backwards before falling to the 

ground.

(Th is Week staff  has seen the video 

but chose not to publish it online out 

of respect for the family’s wishes.)

“I am just numb and I don’t know 

what to think,” adds Ms Hurl, wiping 

away tears.

“Ten seconds is all it took for him 

to decide that my nephew didn’t 

deserve to live.”

Th e offi  cer that shot and killed Mr. 

Cole with a single bullet has been 

cleared by the Special Investigations 

Unit (SIU).

“I am satisfi ed that the subject 

offi  cer was justifi ed in using lethal 

force,” said SIU director Tony 

Loparco in a press release issued 

Tuesday.

He noted the offi  cer had 

only moments to react, given 

that when he was stabbed he 

immediately felt blood pooling in 

his boot and believed he would lose 

consciousness soon. At that point, he 

feared the man could continue his 

assault or move on to attack others in 

the neighbourhood.

“In these circumstances, having 

been injured and left with no other 

viable option, I am satisfi ed that the 

shooting in question was reasonably 

necessary and therefore legally 

justifi ed.”

Ms Hurl says the family met 

with SIU investigators and left with 

questions they feel will never be 

answered. Watching the video for 

a second time, Ms Hurl doesn’t 

understand why the offi  cer needed 

to shoot Mr. Cole in the head.

“I am just so angry,” she says.

Continued on Page 4

Video shows how 
quickly offi  cer 
shot Cody Cole 

Turtle up!Turtle up!

Inside this edition:

• Knox United Church reborn as aff ordable housing units, page 10

• Dogs and handlers say ‘farewell’ to therapy dog founder, page 14

• American Idiot reviewer admires cast’s energy, page 16

Makeup artist Jennifer Sek transforms actor Tom Keat into his Theo The Turtle character before heading 
out onto the Showplace Peterborough stage for the production of Snow White and the Seven Dwarves. The 
show runs Thursday and Friday evenings. For more details, see page 17.

LANCE ANDERSON/THIS WEEK

Turtle up!Turtle up!
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‘He chose to play God less than 
10 seconds of getting out his car’
Continued from Page 1

According to Ms Hurl, the SIU told 

the family that City police radios were 

down that night and the offi  cer had 

no communication with dispatch 

so no backup was called before the 

offi  cer tried to apprehend Mr. Cole. 

“We think if he would have had 

backup, the situation would have 

come out diff erently,” she says.

“Cody would be here today and 

in front of judge deciding what his 

punishment should be for having a 

knife, but he didn’t give Cody that 

chance.”

Ms Hurl’s understanding from 

the SIU is that the offi  cer was aware 

that her nephew had a knife and put 

himself in danger by engaging in the 

altercation.

“He chose to play God, judge and 

jury in less than 10 seconds of getting 

out his car,” she says.

“If the police are teaching their 

offi  cers to come up and grab 

someone from behind, they are 

getting their offi  cers hurt and people 

killed by doing that.”

She says the family is grateful for 

the community’s support after Mr. 

Cole’s death.

According to the SIU, Mr. Cole 

was at Tim Hortons on George 

Street when he became involved in 

a confrontation with several young 

women whom, along with two men 

in a vehicle, followed him in an 

attempt to engage him. At one point, 

the man turned towards the women 

and brandished two large knives.

One of the women called 911. 

As Mr. Cole approached Park Place 

North, one of the young women 

attempted to disarm him.  He threw 

her off  and continued walking west. 

Not long after, Mr. Cole tried to enter 

a Sherbrooke Street home where he 

rented a room but he did not have a 

key. 

He then walked south through the 

backyards, ended up on Wolfe Street, 

and headed east. Th e two men in the 

car continued to follow the him along 

Wolfe Street. 

An offi  cer who was parked at the 

east end of Wolfe Street (at Park Place) 

saw the two men in the car fl ashing 

their headlights then recognized the 

man from a description given by the 

dispatcher. He saw a knife in one of 

his hands.

Th e offi  cer got out of his cruiser, 

drew his fi rearm, and shouted at 

the Mr. Cole to drop the knife. As he 

passed the offi  cer, the offi  cer tried 

to pull him to the ground.  Mr. Cole 

spun around and stabbed the offi  cer 

in the thigh and the offi  cer fi red a 

single shot. 

Ms Hurl wonders why the young 

women and men have not been 

charged with harassment.

“Th ey pretty much, in my opinion, 

escalated the whole thing to that 

point (when he was killed),” she says.

She says her nephew had his 

problems and suff ered from 

depression and psychosis but wasn’t 

out that night to hurt anyone. She 

adds he didn’t deserve to die or 

be thought of as the monster that 

stabbed a police offi  cer. 

“Cody isn’t here to fi ght for himself 

so we have to get answers and justice 

for him,” she says.

“We have lost all respect for the 

police.”

This still image from the video shot the night of the shooting shows the 
offi cer and Cody Cole struggling before the shooting.
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