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AsWe See It

The Gang That Couldn’t Think Straight

wo  weeks  ago

marked a low point

for a member of Pel-

ham Town Council,
with Councillor Ron Kore
making national news for his
continued public appearanc-
es while showing symptoms
of respiratory illness, and
eventually testing positive
for COVID-19.

But at last week’s council
meeting, three other coun-
cillors—apparently  upset
that Kore was receiving all
the infamy—tried to sink
themselves as well. Council-
lor Bob Hildebrandt tabled a
motion to, in effect, muzzle
Mayor Marvin Junkin from
commenting publicly re-
garding COVID-19, instead
putting CAO David Cribbs in
charge of speaking on behalf
of the Town. Councillor Lisa
Haun seconded the motion,
and Marianne Stewart voted
for it as well.

The trio claimed that they
were responding to resident
concerns about consistency
of communication regarding
the serious issue of the pan-
demic.

The motion was a sham.

The councillors offered no
evidence that mutiny was
necessary. Hildebrandt as-
serted his worry was “the
potential for municipal li-

ability and/or confusion
arising from any public
misstatements pertaining”

to the virus, yet neither he,
Haun, nor Stewart actu-
ally cited any examples of
Junkin misstating anything,
or making confusing state-

Junkin's communica-
tion on the virus has
been consistent with
regional, provincial,

and federal guidance

ments about the virus.

Councillor John Wink,
to his credit, voted against
the move, and said that the
Mayor hadn’t been doing
anything “incorrectly or do-
ing a bad job with respect to
COVID information.”

Wink is right. All of
Junkin’s communication on
the virus has been consistent
with regional, provincial,
and federal guidance on the
issue.
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Not only did Hildebrandt,
Haun, and Stewart fail to
provide a reasonable ratio-
nale for their stunt at the
meeting, they also refused to
respond to the Voice’s ques-
tions about it after the fact.
This is, to say the least, dis-
heartening over a weekend
that saw the 26th annual
United Nations’ World Press
Freedom Day.

In the meeting, Stewart
said that she had declined to
answer questions about the
Kore’s situation because do-
ing so would be “above her
pay-grade.” Little could be
farther from the truth. As
a councillor, it is Stewart’s
explicit pay-grade to make
comments and have opin-
ions. She was literally elected
to speak for her constituents.

“T don’t want you speak-
ing on my behalf,” said Haun
to Junkin. We remind the
councillor that some 4000
residents, from Pelham’s
7100 households, did want
Junkin to speak on their be-
half. That’s why they elect-
ed him Mayor. If Councillor
Haun doesn’t like that Junkin
speaks on her behalf, she can
vote for someone else in two

years.
What’s more, Stewart,
See AS WE SEE IT back page

HOLD MY
REER...
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Open letter to Mayor about Kore

I feel compelled to comment on the May-
or’s irresponsible comments made regard-
ing Ron Kore.

Mr. Kore did not intentionally acquire
COVID nor did he intentionally want to be a
carrier. How can you think otherwise?

As you should know, there are many sim-
ilarities between a cold, regular flu and al-
lergies and COVID-19. This makes it difficult
to diagnose.

You seem quick to attack his moral be-
haviour. Of course during this time people
will be stressed, anxious and tired. I am
sure you heard from Sobeys employees re-

garding their valid concerns.

However, as a Mayor, you should show
appropriate leadership qualities. If your
comments to Mr. Kore were meant to divide
and conquer, I suppose you achieved what
you wanted to do.

Jan Wininger
Fonthill

€

Member of
Federal Parliament
Electoral District: Niagara West

Dean Allison, MP
4994 King Street
Beamsville, ON LOR 1BO
Dean.Allison@parl.gc.ca
877-563-7900

Member of
Provincial Parliament
Electoral District: Niagara West
Sam Oosterhoff, MPP
4961 King St. East, Unit M1
Beamsville, ON LOR 1BO
sam.oosterhoffco@pc.ola.org
905-563-1755

Members of
Niagara Regional Council
Councillor Marvin Junkin
mjunkin@pelham.ca
905-658-2987

Councillor Diana Huson
diana.huson@niagararegion.ca
905-324-3094

Town of Pelham
20 Pelham Town Square
P.O. Box 400
Fonthill, ON LOS 1EO
905-892-2607

CONTACT YOUR ELECTED OFFICIALS

Mayor of Pelham
Marvin Junkin

X\blham PC sales and Service

Computer

mjunkin@pelham.ca
905-658-2987

Members of
Pelham Town Council

Ward 1 \

* Trusted Onsite Service for over 10 years *
«Virus and Spyware Removal »

* Repairs * Upgrades * Troubleshooting *

* Brand Name and Custom Systems ¢

« Secure Wireless Networking «

Tel: (905) 892-6161
Mobile: (905) 359-6161
www.pelhampc.ca

Councillor Marianne Stewart

Steve Cunningham

poCCompTlA.
i+ Certified Professional

mstewart@pelham.ca
289-821-0840

Ward 2
Councillor Ron Kore

Today's forgotten business
stopped advertising yesterday

rkore@pelham.ca
905-933-3805

Councillor John Wink
jwink@pelham.ca

905-892-4475

Ward 3
Councillor Lisa Haun
lhaun@pelham.ca
905-892-5877

Councillor Bob Hildebrandt
bhildebrandt@pelham.ca
905-892-5647

{&h 0ol

stile

CABINETRY

Cabinetry Showroom & Design Centre
7-200 Hwy 20 East, Fonthill ON LOS 1E6

905-932-7069
Call to schedule an appointment

Jill C. Anthony Law Office

Have an Opinion?

BARRISTER, SOLICITOR & NOTARY

. News Media Conoda
0' na Médias d'Info Canada ./c MCA
AUDI
“Gotario Community n nc National
Hewtpepens Amoxtaton NewsMedia Council

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR are welcome. Leter submissions should contain the writer's full name, address and telephone
number. Names only will be published. Names may be withheld if compelling reasons are provided. The newspaper re-
serves the right fo change, condense or reject any contribution for brevity, clarity or legal considerations. All material in
this publication is protected by copyright. Reproduction is prohibited without express, written permission of the publisher.
ADVERTISING: The Voice of Pelham regrets any errors or omissions that appear in advertisements in this newspaper, how-
ever, we will not be held responsible for more than one absent or incorrect insertion or for any damages beyond the cost of
space containing the error. The Voice is an independent, locally owned and operated publication.

REAL ESTATE, PURCHASES, SALES & MORTGAGES,

BUSINESS ACQUISITIONS & SALES,
ESTATE ADMINISTRATION, WILLS & POWER OF ATTORNEY

Well don't just
sit there. Share it
with the Voice!

FONTHILL (main Office)
10 Highway 20 E., P.0. Box 743, Fonthill, ON LOS 1EQ
T: 905-892-2621 * F: 905-892-1022

janthony@jillanthony.com

NIAGARA FALLS (satellite Office)
Pio Plaza, 8685 Lundy’s Lane, Unit #2,
Niagara Falls, ON L2H 1H5

T: 289-296-2629 * F: 289-296-0222

www.jillanthony.com

The Voice is a member of the National NewsMedia Council, a voluntary self-regu-
latory organization that deals with journalistic practices and ethics. If you have an
unresolved complaint about news stories, opinion columns or photos, please visit their
web site at mediacouncil.ca or call 1-844-877-1163. If you have a complaint about
delivery or membership problems, please contact our office at 905-892-8690. For a
summary of Voice ethical guidelines, see www.thevoiceofpelham.ca/ethics

letters@thevoiceofpelham.ca

905-892-8690

A




Page 20

'The Voice, May 6, 2020

www.thevoiceofpelham.ca

SPECGIALIZING IN
SELLING YOUR HOME!!

RURAL, AGRICULTURAL
OR RESIDENTIAL—OVER

25 YEARS EXPERIENCE
(IT MATTERS)

Richard Brown
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

Direct: 905-651-5143

EMAIL: rbrown@royallepage.ca
OFFICE: 905-734-4545 or 905-892-0222

I [ nmmm :
ROYALLEPAGE CANADAS

REAL ESTATE COMPANY
e LTI *

INRC Realty, Brokerage. Independently Owned & Operated www.NRCRealty.ca

Visit Us on Facebook
www.facebook.com/voiceofpelham

“Niagara Light of Hope” coming to Pelham

BY VOICE STAFF

In partnership with Niagara’s 13 mu-
nicipalities (including the Region) and
Production Service Industries (PSI) Ni-
agara, the 2021 Canada Games Host
Society, will be presenting the “Niaga-
ra Light of Hope” in an effort to trans-
mit a “message of hope and solidarity”
across the region amidst the outbreak
of COVID-19, according to a statement
from the Summer Games.

In order to brighten up the region
during this challenging period, Niag-
ara 2021 and PSI Niagara will install a
beam of light that will mark the skyline
in each of Niagara’s local municipalities

for one hour over a two-week period in
the month of May.

“The coronavirus pandemic has cre-
ated significant challenges and adver-
sity for many across the region,” said
Doug Hamilton, Board Chair of the
2021 Canada Games Host Society. “We
hope this initiative will provide some
inspiration, and foster a sense of unity
amongst our communities.”

The “Niagara Light of Hope” will also
serve as a tribute to frontline work-
ers, “who continue to work tirelessly
to serve our communities in the fight
against COVID-19,” said the statement.
“Thanks to the collective efforts of our
first responders, health care profes-

sionals and essential workers, Niagara’s
communities have been able to perse-
vere through the current challenges.”

“It is during challenging times like
these,” said Jim Bradley, Niagara Re-
gional Council Chair, “that we are giv-
en the opportunity to show our support
and appreciation for those who are on
the front lines, tirelessly doing their
jobs to keep us all safe, healthy and fed.
The Light of Hope initiative is a small
way to show our gratitude, while also
demonstrating that we are eternally
hopeful for a brighter future.”

In Pelham, the light will operate for
one hour, 9 PM to 10 PM, on Wednesday,
May 16, weather-permitting.
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per usual, with the exception
of Wink, they declined to do
so. After merely a year and
a half, the new boss is sud-
denly acting a lot like the
old boss. Judging by online
reaction to this story over
the weekend, the voters have
noticed.

AS WE SEE IT

continued from Page 4

Haun, and the rest of coun-
cil, should they disagree
with the Mayor, have every
chance to say so when asked
for comment by the Voice
and other media. Last week,
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905-682-7112
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Haun presents a particu-
larly interesting case. Con-
sidering that over the past
two months alone she has
revealed herself woefully
ignorant of how develop-
ment charges work, and rid-
iculed town residents who
still need bus service during
the pandemic, she might do
better having someone else
speak on her behalf.

More telling was Haun’s
next line: “Especially with
things that I may have a
completely different opinion
on,” she said.

Haun did not specify what
“things” she had in mind. In
keeping with her pandem-
ic attitude toward Pelham
Transit, perhaps she’s irked
that Junkin hasn’t explicit-
ly ordered car-less Pelham
residents to walk miles to a
grocery store if they prefer
not to starve in their own
homes.

More likely is that Hildeb-
randt and Haun—the latter
widely perceived to be a close
ally of Kore—are peeved at
Junkin for Kore’s recent bad
publicity.

Such blame would be ri-
diculous, which is why none
of the trio will dare say so
out loud.

Junkin did not tell Kore
to continue to go to Sobeys
while ill.

Junkin did not tell Kore to
attend council on March 23
while ill.

Junkin did not tell Kore to
bullishly insist on attending
the April 6 council meeting
in person, when everyone
else was videoconferencing
in because, you know, coro-
navirus.

In fact, Junkin’s pub-
lic messaging on COVID-19
told Kore to do the opposite
of what he did, and if had
listened, he might not have
ended up in the situation
he’s in now.

As Kore’s conduct made
news two weeks ago, Junkin
barely mentioned him at all
when asked for comment by
local and national media,
saying only that he wished
Kore had been more careful.
More than one Pelham res-
ident has told us they think
Junkin—and our editorial
comments last week—went
too easy on Kore.

The Mayor of this town
should be as subject to
scrutiny as anyone. But on
COVID messaging and his
response to the Kore situ-
ation, Junkin’s actions are
blameless.

Councillors Hildebrandt,
Haun, and Stewart do them-
selves and their constituents
no favours by pretending
otherwise. ¢
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