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NEWS

WHY ARE THERE NO AFTER-HOURS VET CLINICS IN MUSKOKA?
Continued from page 1

an on-call service where
clinics took turns offering
after-hours care.
"I think a lot of people
don't even realize that

there isn't that service anymore," said Way.
Lack of transportation
creates a barrier to getting
veterinary treatment outside Muskoka, she said.
And as Muskoka's popu-

lation grows alongside the
surge in 'pandemic pets',
the demands for veterinary
services are increasing —
which is why Way would
like to see the on-call service return.
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Notice of Full Ramp Closures
Highway 11 Rehabilitation
Aecon Construction and Materials
erials Limited wishes to advise that
full ramp closure will be in effect
ff
ffect
nightly
nigh
tl on the follo
tly
f
wing ramp:
Highway 118 on-ramps to High
Highw
way 11 Southbound.
This full ramp closure is tenta
tativ
tively
el scheduled to occur on weekdayss
ely
between 9 p.m. and 7 a.m. fr
from August 4, 2021 to August 6, 2021 for
f
milling and paving opera
operations
tions on the Highway 118 on-ramp to
Highway 11 Southbound.

Dr. Mary DeCaire is a local veterinarian who has
run Centennial Animal
Hospital in Bracebridge
and Gravenhurst Veterinary Services since the early 1980s.
She said there have been
many changes in the veterinary field since she started, with regulated standards of practice veterinarians must follow in accordance with the Ontario
Veterinary College.
This combined with a
nationwide shortage of
trained veterinarians and
veterinary technicians —
the equivalent of nurses —
has affected what clinics
can offer.
"If we had to provide by
ourselves, emergency coverage for our patients, we
wouldn't be able to continue to practice because
there just aren't enough
veterinarians to do appointments during the day
and be on call all night," DeCaire explained.
"In the short term,
there's nothing we can really do about it. (We're) trying to address government
funding to veterinary colleges so that we can graduate more veterinarians,
and to community colleges
so that we can graduate
more registered veterinary
technicians," she said.
She said she used to
have 10 full-time veterinarians at her practice and

Muskokaregion.com

now has the equivalent of
five.
Another challenge is
that the cost of vet care has
increased. DeCairespent
$45 to get her first dog
spayed when she was 16.
Now, spayingcosts 10 times
as much due to inflation.
One thing that has
helped since the pandemic
is that vets can now offer telemedicine, which means
some appointments can be
held virtually with the use
of photos and videos, she
said.
DeCaire encourages all
pet owners to purchase pet
insurance to make emergency visits less stressful.
But with the lack of after-hours clinics in the region, Way said once Cocco
"crosses
the
Rainbow
Bridge," she won't be get-

ting another dog.
"As pet parents we love
our animals and want
them to be safe and well,"
said Way. "After-hours care
of any kind is desperately
needed in Muskoka."
"Hopefully,
someone
will see that — a vet that
wants to retire up here and
still work, or move up here
and work, or someone
fresh out of veterinary
school with all the latest
knowledge," she said.
STORY BEHIND THE
STORY: When our reporter
saw Rhonda Way's video of
Cocco on social media, she
decided to look into why
Muskoka lacks after-hours
clinics and the challenges
facing the veterinary field
to spread awareness about
this issue.
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During the closure, ramp closure signage will be in place, along with
pro
pr
ovisions for
f passage of emergency services vehicles.
We apologiz
apologize
e for
for the inconvenience and urge motorists to
o schedule
their tra
trav
vel to minimize any delays. Motorists are reminded
eminded to obey and
f
follo
w all traffic signage for
f the safe
f ty of both workers
fe
ers and drivers. For
the latest informa
f
forma
tion on highway closures and construction,
onstruction, the public
can call 511, MTO’s Road Informa
f
forma
tion Line, or check www.ontario.ca/511
[ontario.ca].

Rhonda Way photo
Eva and her furry friend Cocco are inseparable. The
eight-year-old lab has recently had medical problems and Eva's
mother Rhonda says the lack of after-hours vet clinics in
Gravenhurst is a challenge.

Earl Flood • (705) 644-3160 • muskokahottubservice@hotmail.com

“PROPANE AND
APPLIANCE SALES”

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL
INSTALLATIONS
INSTALLA
ALLATIONS

SERVICE

DELIVER
DELIVERY

www.bracebridgepropane.ca | www.georgianbaypropane.ca
Bracebridge Propane (Div. of Georgian Bay Propane Inc.)
BRACEBRIDGE
1-705-645-4294 or 1-866-645-4294

Georgian Bay Propane Inc.
PARRY SOUND
1-705-746-2175 or 1-866-746-2175

