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*See Us For Offer Details
Covid Protocols In Place For Your Safety!

Shop Local!
Shop Safe!

Shop with
Confidence!
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WASH CARD

www.ezeeclean.ca

Get Your Ezee Clean Wash Card...
& Receive a Free Car Wash!

CAR WASH
264 Highway 8, Stoney Creek, ON

905-662-6595
ezeeclean.ca

After 42 years in downtown
Stoney Creek, Joanne Wynhofen
is preparing to close her fine art
and custom framing shop for
good at the end of July, but not by
choice.

Like other tenants in the block
of King Street East buildings sold
by former owner Britannia
Cleaners when it closed in 2018,
The Picture Palace is being evict-
ed by the new owners, who plan
to redevelop the property with an
eight-storey mixed-use building.

"They're going to tear it down,
so they don't care two cents about
what happens in this building,"
said Wynhofen, 81, who moved to
her 19 King St. East spot 24 years
ago after plying her trade at two
other nearby locations for 18
years.

"Actually, it's devastating for
me," she said. "It's a terrible situa-
tion because what am I going to 
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See EXISTING, page 5
Joanne Wynhofen is preparing to close The Picture Palace at the end of July after getting a recent eviction notice from
her building's new owners, who want to redevelop the property with an eight-storey mixed-use building.

Richard Leitner/Metroland
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Slower Speeds
Safer Communities
New speed limits have been implemented across
Hamilton neighbourhoods and school zones.

Find out when changes are coming to your neighbourhood:

hamilton.ca/speedreductions

do? I love what I do and I
can't move anywhere else.
I'm too old."

Wynhofen, who moved
to Stoney Creek with late
husband Bill in 1953 after
emigrating from Holland,
said she's seen many
changes since then, both to
her once "lovely, lovely lit-
tle town" and her business.

Customers now favour
black frames over gilded
ones, while the market for
watercolour paintings and
limited-edition prints has
dried up, even if she doesn't
lament the latter, prefer-
ring originals to copies.

But Wynhofen said the
2015 reconstruction of King
Street was the downtown's
biggest blow, albeit not so
much for her shop.

"For most people, it was
a struggle after that. I al-
ready had my clientele and
it didn't matter; they could
come in the back door," she
said. "But actually, it didn't
even matter to me. I just
wanted to be here. I love be-
ing here. This is my whole
life."

While Wynhofen has al-
ready put notices in her
shop's window thanking
customers for their patron-
age, two doors down the
street Tina Fougere is in a
fighting mood.

The volunteer president
and founder of the Canadi-
an National Autism Foun-
dation said she believes the
short eviction notice vio-
lates the rights of residen-

tial tenants in the build-
ings, even if shops are le-
gally out of luck.

Fougere moved the
foundation's upstairs of-
fice to the current store-
front location in January

2021 after the former
McGee's Landing gift shop
closed.

Her lease is month to
month, so only requires a
month's notice, but she's
upset tenants haven't been

told why there's a rush to
clear the buildings, which
makes her suspect there's a
plan to find new tenants at
higher rents.

Fougere also objects to
the plan for an eight-storey

building, which she said is
out of place with the area.

It also ignores the heri-
tage value of the existing
buildings, she said, includ-
ing the one at the corner of
Mountain Avenue North

popularly known as the
Millen store, believed to
have been built in the early
1790s.

"Even if we get evicted,
I'm OK with that. But don't
tear it down. Fix it up. But
nobody wants to listen, no-
body cares," she said, blam-
ing the city as much as the
owner.

"Hamilton's known as
the teardown place."

Asked for comment,
Nick Goomber of owner
KSE Holdings Inc. said via
email he will "prepare a re-
sponse this coming week."

Ward 5 Coun. Russ Pow-
ers, who represents the ar-
ea, said he is trying to get in
touch with KSE because
the redevelopment propos-
al, which exceeds a maxi-
mum building height of 22
metres by 5.4 metres, has
yet to go through a re-
quired public process.

"It's a way off, in my
opinion," he said, adding
the existing buildings are
safe for occupancy and
can't be demolished until
any redevelopment is ap-
proved.

"You can see why (ten-
ants) are upset about being
displaced from a location
that a number of them have
been for quite a long time,
including the residents."

STORY BEHIND THE
STORY: We interviewed
Joanne Wynhofen about
the pending closure of her
shop and found out there
was much more to the
story.
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EXISTING BUILDINGS SAFE FOR OCCUPANCY, SAYS COUNCILLOR

A redevelopment plan submitted to the city by the new owners of the block of buildings sold by Britannia Cleaners when it closed in
2018 seeks to exceed a maximum building height of 22 metres by 5.4 metres.

Richard Leitner/Metroland
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