
COMMIT TO
EATING
LOCAL THIS
SUMMER

HOW IT
WORKS

LEARN MORE OR  S IGN UP  @
WWW.THREEFORKSFARMS.COM/CSA

DEAL OF THE WEEK

(705) 248-2208
FAX: (705) 248-3170
Website: www.northshore-tractor.caSALES & SERVICE

• Enorossi DM5 Disc Mower, $5,495
• Farmi Log Winch 3ph Low Usage, $3,495
• Fordson Major Tractor & Loader, $3,895
• Frontier DM1160 Disc Mower, $3,995
• Husqvarna Power TS242XD, Lawn Tractor, 42” 

Mower, Mulch Kit, Several different units in stock, 
$2,795

• Kubota M7060 Tractor, Loader & Backhoe, 
$70,895

• Kubota GX105 Front-end Loader, Four-Wheel Drive, 
No Cab, $60,000

• Kubota KX040 Steel, Thumb, Coupler, 24” Bucket, 
$59,895

• Kubota L4760HSTCC Tractor & Loader in Good 
Condition, $53,000

• Kubota BX1860 4wd Tractor & Loader w/ Mower 
Deck, $11,895

• Kubota L3010HST Tractor, Loader & Curtis Cab, 
$29,995

• Kubota ZD28 Diesel Commercial Zero-turn Mower, 
Good Condition, $9,995

• Kubota BX1500, Tractor & 3ph Snowblower, 
$8,895

• Kubota L5740HSTC, $39,895

• Kubota RTV900G, $5,595
• International 444 Tractor and Loader, $5,895
• Jacobsen Tri-King 1900D 72” Greens and Tee 

Mower, $4,995
• John Deere 550G Dozer, $35,895
• John Deere X749 AWS, Diesel, 4X4, 48” Mower, 

Power Bagger, 47” Snowblower, Curtis Cab & 54” 
Blade, $13,895

• John Deere 110 TLB in excellent condition, 
$46,995

• John Deere 350 Crawler Loader & Backhoe, 
$14,995

• John Deere 6420 & Loader,  110 hp, $64,995
• John Deere Gator HPX, $9,795
• John Deere 2600 Semi-mounted 5-furrow Plow, 

$5,495
• John Deere 640 Loader, $6,995
• John Deere 425 Cab, Snow Blower, Mower Deck, 

$6,500
• John Deere 425 Cab, Snow Blower, Mower Deck, 

$4,500
• John Deere 435 Round Bailer, $9,500
• Kverneland AB 100 4-furrow Plough, $11,000
• New Holland 648 4x5 Round Baler, $18,495

Kubota M7060 Tractor, Loader & Backhoe 
Climate-controlled cab. Less emissions and better fuel economy.

Sale Price: $79,895 

Family owned and operated business focused on providing high quality products 
and exceptional customer service.

30 Calabogie Road, Echo Bay, ON   P0S 1C0
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ONTARIO—The Ontario government is
providing $1 million to support the
province’s agricultural and horticultural
societies who continue to be impacted by
the COVID-19 pandemic. This will help
them continue to operate and support their
important efforts to educate people about
the value and significance of  agriculture
in the province.

“Ontario’s agricultural and horticultur-
al societies have long enriched communi-
ties throughout the province, and we look
forward to them continuing to make signif-
icant contributions from main street beau-
tification projects to hosting the long-
standing tradition of  agricultural fairs
throughout the province in 2022,” said Lisa
Thompson, minister of  agriculture, food
and rural affairs (OMAFRA). “These
investments reflect the value of  the soci-
eties contributions and our government’s
recognition of  the pandemic-caused pres-
sures these organizations have been weath-
ering.” 

The funding with flow through the agri-
cultural and horticultural support and
recovery funding initiative and builds on
previous investments of  more than $7 mil-
lion to assist these organizations during
the pandemic.

This initiative features two funding
streams: base support funding will be
issued to all eligible agricultural and horti-
cultural societies through funding pay-
ments of  $1,000 as a means of  supporting

their continued incorporation and activi-
ties. 

Hardship funding for eligible agricultur-
al societies will provide additional support
which will be based on reported gate rev-
enues for 2019. This will help offset operat-
ing losses, liabilities, and fixed overhead
costs related to land and buildings.

Eligible agricultural and horticultural
societies can expect to receive funding
before March 31, 2022.

“The Ontario Association of  Agricultur-
al Societies (OAAS) appreciates OMAFRA’s
continued financial support for our over
200 agricultural societies. This new fund-
ing shows Minister Thompson’s and
OMAFRA’s confidence in our agricultural
societies and the impact the societies and
their members have on their local commu-
nities. During the pandemic, our agricul-
tural societies have continued to creatively
promote agriculture and food awareness
and engage their communities through in-
person and virtual fairs, events, and activi-
ties,” said Vince Brennan, OAAS manager.

Charles Freeman, president of  the
Ontario Horticultural Association (OHA)
said members, “express their gratitude to 

Minister Thompson and the Ontario gov-
ernment for their continued support dur-
ing these challenging times. This funding
will assist the societies and clubs in their
ongoing endeavours to serve and beautify
their communities.”

Ontario investing in the future of 
agricultural and horticultural societies

by Lori Thompson, 
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter
OTTAWA—Crop and livestock production
is responsible for 10 percent of  Canada’s
greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions. This
doesn’t include emissions from the use of
fossil fuels or from fertilizer production.
The federal government has announced
$182.7 million as part of  its Agricultural
Climate Solutions program to help farmers
lower their emissions and improve
resiliency to climate change. 

The Ontario Soil and Crop Improvement
Association (OSCIA) will receive up to $25
million to deliver the On-Farm Climate

Action Fund (OFCAF) in Ontario, some of
which may find its way to Manitoulin
Island. “The funding is meant to support
farmers in managing what we call best
management practices to reduce the emis-
sions of  greenhouse gases and enhance the
storage of  soil carbon,” said Angela
Straathof, programs director with OSCIA.

“It’s less about climate change resiliency
or adaptation and more about modifying
practices to reduce the likelihood that agri-
culture will contribute to climate change,”
she explained. The program looks to prac-
tices that farmers can change in order to
reduce nitrous oxide emissions, methane
emissions and carbon dioxide emissions
from their fields. 

The three target areas supported by the
funding include cover cropping, nitrogen
management and rotational grazing. Cover

crops are plants, like clover and alfalfa,
that are planted to cover the soil rather
than for the purpose of  being harvested.
Funding could include payment-per-acre to
cover adoption of  cover cropping, for
example, or related costs such as seeds and
equipment. 

Rotational grazing is the practice of  con-
taining and moving livestock through pas-
ture to allow forage plants to recover, deep-
en their root systems and improve soil
health. Funded projects in this target area
could include agronomic services to devel-
op grazing management plans, interior
cross fencing or water system infrastruc-

ture.
Nitrogen management could include

funding for agronomic services to develop
farm-specific nutrient management plans
or equipment modification for fertilizer
application in fields. 

“Soil is the largest source of  terrestrial
carbon on the planet,” Ms. Straathof  said.
“In Ontario, a good deal of  land cover is
devoted to agricultural practices. Just by
nature of  the number of  hectares that the
industry manages, there’s a lot of  room to
store carbon in that soil that they’re using
for agricultural production.”

Typically this is done by increasing soil
or organic matter content, thus storing
more carbon in the soil and releasing less
carbon dioxide from the soil into the
atmosphere. “That can be done through the

Federal funding to help farmers
lower emissions and improve 
farm climate change resilience

Federal funding through the On-Farm Climate Action Fund may soon find its way to Manitoulin Island.
The funding is aimed at supporting farmers to reduce greenhouse gases.

Shutterstock

...continued on page 20
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COST EFFECTIVE
BE  MANITOU

The Manitou NewAg MLT Series multi-purpose telescopic 
handlers have been tailor made to handle the rigors of farm life, 
with over 50 registered patents. Manitou NewAg advantages 
include; one of the most comfortable machine on the market, quick 
interchangeable attachments, complete cab access, and total 
visibility. Manitou is the smart choice for your work day! 

Need equipment on Manitoulin Island or the surrounding area? 
Contact Equipment North today!

705-682-1120 
269 Fielding Rd.
Lively, ON P3Y 1L8
Fax: 705-682-2728
Toll Free: 1-888-385-8559
info@equipmentnorth.com



by Tom Sasvari
NORTHEASTERN
ONTARIO—Farmland pro-
tection and housing are
being affected throughout
Ontario, including on Mani-
toulin Island, by burgeon-
ing prices for all properties,
land development for busi-
ness rather than farming,
and fewer people taking up
farming as a profession.

“I know of  three farm
properties that were sold on
Manitoulin Island over the
past two years for over $1
million each,” Bonita Mer-
cer told members of  the
Christian Farmers Federa-
tion of  Ontario (CFFO) at
their annual Northeastern
Ontario District meeting
last week. “It’s definitely
changing the tax base and
some can’t afford their own
home.” Ms. Mercer is a
Monetville farmer who also
owns a farm and property
on Manitoulin Island.

All issues discussed dur-
ing the meeting, including
the issue of  farmland pro-
tection and housing, will be
raised by CFFO with candi-
dates of  all three parties in
the upcoming provincial
elections.

Five main topics were on
the agenda for policy mak-
ing, including carbon pric-
ing and trading; farmland
protection and housing;
farm labour; environmen-
tal stewardship; and food
security. 

Using a series of  graphs,
meeting moderator
Suzanne Armstrong of
CFFO illustrated a key fact:
over the last 35 years, an
estimated 2.8 million acres
of  agricultural land (18 per-
cent) has been lost to non-
agricultural uses. During
the period from 1996 to 2016,
an estimated 175 acres was
lost every day to urban
development. 

“As the figures show,
farmland loss is significant
in each region in Ontario,”
Ms. Armstrong said. “But
what will people eat if  there
is no land to produce food
on?”

West Nipissing has lost a
lot of  farmland to develop-
ment, Ms. Mercer said. Oth-
er than her farm, there is
only one other small cow-
calf  farm operation in the
area. “There is lots of
development allowed for
subdivisions. We are see-
ing more farmers selling
lots and people coming up
from southern Ontario to
live.”

Land and homes on
Manitoulin have also been
selling fast over the past
two years, she added. “You
better not sell your proper-
ty unless you already have
another place.”

Ontario’s population
grew by 950,000 over the
last five years and
builders couldn’t keep up,
said Ms. Armstrong. One
million homes will be
needed in the next 10 years
to meet that need, but 83
percent of  buyers can’t
afford an average resale
home. Resale home prices
have risen eight to nine
percent while incomes
have only increased two
percent per year. 

The Kingston area is
being impacted by people
moving up from Toronto,
said Vic Schamehorn. The
price of  property and
housing there has gone up
about 40 percent in the last
year, he said. “And in
Prince Edward County,

the well-to-dos are coming
in and buying up all the
property, including farming
property. It used to be a
farming area but now it is
more of  a holiday area.”

The COVID-19 pandemic
has also led to more people
in central Ontario and
southwestern Ontario
working online, making it
easier for urbanites to tran-
sition to rural living.

“Property is being bro-
ken up into lots with land
severances,” said Ray Ford.
“People in southern
Ontario are cashing out
their farms and coming to
the North where they’re
buying farm properties for
recreational use. It is an
issue. If  you’re in the cow-
calf  business and looking
for land, it is getting a lot
more difficult in the
North.” 

“Farmers who are retir-
ing or getting out of  the
business are selling their
properties and new housing
is being put up,” added
Brenda Schamehorn.
“Lands that in the past had
been farmed are no longer
being farmed, and the sig-
nificant increase in proper-
ty values is affecting us.”

Alex Oosterhof  said this
is not a real concern in his
area near Brockville and
pointed out that in south-
ern Ontario, new vineyards
are being developed all the
time. He did agree that
housing is a problem on
everyone’s agenda.

There are positive
aspects to this rural migra-
tion, as Mr. Oosteroff  point-
ed out. Not many years ago,

the local high school in the
Elgin-Hastings-Northwood
area faced closure because
of  decreasing population,
but that changed as more
people moved into the
area. The land there was
too hard to farm, he said.
“It was very marginal
land” for agriculture.

“Most municipal politi-
cians do not have a farm
background and don’t see
the value of  maintaining
farmland,” Mr. Ford said.
“This is a long-time con-
cern of  farmers in Parry
Sound or Grey County, that
farmland is being pur-
chased for recreational
use.”

“Our municipalities
need money for infrastruc-
ture, to cover their costs,”
said Mr. Schamehorn.

How to engage develop-
ment where it is good and
discourage development
where it shouldn’t is an
important consideration.
“All of  this affects farm-
ing,” said Ms. Armstrong.
“Farmland is not making
towns much (in terms of)
money from taxes, but if
you put 100 homes in an
area, municipalities bene-
fit from that.”

She wondered if  more
restrictions on land sever-
ances would help. “In
Peterborough they have
green belts. Is zoning a tool
that can be used to prevent
farm properties from
being lost?” she asked.

“Rural zoning is not
doing much to protect
farmland,” Mr. Ford said.
“We should be thinking
about writing letters on

behalf  of  our districts to
try to make them under-
stand the importance of
maintaining farmland.”

Mr. Oosteroff  wondered
if  it would be helpful if
there should be a percent-
age of  farmland versus peo-
ple. “If  we have a popula-
tion of  100,000 people, we
need so many acres of  pro-
ductive farmland,” he sug-
gested. “They don’t have a
percentage being left for
food production. Ontario is
producing food for Ontario
and the world. That’s why
it’s so important to protect
it.”

“What is the solution?”

CFFO President Ed Schar-
ringa asked. “We all know
values are going up. Is there
anything we can do?”

“Maybe we need to do
more advocating on behalf
of  our members and find
more ways to transition the
farm,” Mr. Scharringa sug-
gested. 

Passing on skill sets from
generation to generation is
another challenge, and with
rising land and housing
costs, it’s not economically
viable for young people to
begin farming.

“If  farmers don’t have
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Carol Hughes, MP/députée
Algoma-Manitoulin-Kapuskasing
carol.hughes@parl.gc.ca

Michael Mantha, MP/député
Algoma-Manitoulin
mmantha-co@ndp.on.ca

Best wishes for the 
season ahead during 
Farm Safety Week.

Meilleurs voeux pour la 
saison à venir pendant la 
Semaine de la sécurite à 

la ferme.

To register or for more information, please contact 
Jim (705) 348-1294 or Andrew (705) 348-1415. 

• CROP MARKETING
• FORAGE

Virtual Information Session
Wednesday, March 23, 2022
Beginning at 11 am via Zoom

TOPICS INCLUDE:
• GRAZING
• AND MORE

Manitoulin Cattlemen’s Association
and the

Manitoulin Soil and Crop Improvement Association

Ontario farmers group discuss farmland protection and housing concerns

...continued on page 20

As prices for land escalate under pressure from urban housing and business needs, concerns among
farmers are growing that young farmers are being priced out of the market.

Shutterstock



land to work and produce
food on, and young people
are not learning the skills
of  farming, it is unsustain-
able,” said Mr. Schame-
horn. “I don’t have anybody
behind me getting started
and we’re losing the ability
to farm, the generations
who built and settled the
land.

One suggestion was cre-
ating opportunities for peo-
ple who want to grow food
on their land through some
sort of  government grant
program.

Food consumers make up
98 percent of  the popula-
tion, pointed out Paul

Bootsma, CFFO field servic-
es manager. “More and
more people don’t under-
stand farming and food pro-
duction as fields are turned
over to housing. As long as
there’s food in grocery
stores, our customers won’t
be concerned with food
security. Agriculture needs
to connect with our con-
sumers. They see 200 acres
in a field but don’t connect
this to food production. If  a
young couple is going past,
they need to know they are
eating products from that
field. Consumers need to
know where their food is
coming from.”

One member pointed out
that there is a lot of

prepackaged food on store
shelves. He didn’t see food
security as a problem but

rather affordability, as
packaged food is more
affordable. 

“Maybe we need to get
back to the basics,” Mr.
Schamehorn said. “Family
units have changed.
They’re no long well-suited
to show the next generation
how to properly prepare
food.”

Labour relations, regula-
tions and transportation
were also seen as concerns.
One member works sum-
mers at a local abattoir pro-
cessing chickens. He thinks
there aren’t as many small
abattoirs around as there
should be, largely due to
“heavy regulations and
labour.” It would be good,
he said, if  government lift-
ed some of  those regula-
tions. “They discourage a

lot of  small butchers.”
CFFO has been advocat-

ing for reduced red tape and
regulations for small abat-
toirs, Ms. Armstrong said. 

“We’ve called on the min-
ister and they’re well
aware,” said Mr. Schar-
ringa. “Lots of  times, Min-
ister Lisa Thompson has
promised it will be done.
Enough talk, let’s see some
action.”

“This has been a terrific
conversation,” Mr. Bootsma
concluded. “It will all be put
together as we go through
all the districts and we will
have a toolkit prepared to
present to candidates in the
provincial election, once
the election is called.”
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NORTHLAND 
AGROMART

Fencing Sale: All fencing material on sale
April 25 - May 6

Cereal seed for a bulk discount
Custom Crop spraying for all crops 

and control of pests by licenced exterminator

Plus we also carry:
• FERTILIZER
• seed: cereals, corn, soybeans, canola, deer 

food plot seed, lawn seed
• pesticides • baler twine and silage wrap
• gates, feeders, wagons • animal health 

products, ccia tags 
SALT • MINERAL • FEED • PET FOOD • BIRD SEED

Order soon for spring or 
summer delivery dates. 

Meat Birds • Layers
Ducks • Turkeys • Pheasants

Chicks & ready-to-lay hens!

 Northland Agromart, 10 Hwy 540A, Gore Bay
Fax: 705-282-1509

705-282-1508 1-877-282-2476

Supporting Canadian Agricultural Safety Week
Safe & Strong Farms

The name of quality in the North
Farquhars.ca

In farming, failure just isn’t an option. 
Petro-Canada’s lubricants meet or exceed 
equipment manufacturers’ specifications.

We know your business, and that knowledge translates into 
the lowest total cost solution for your farm or operation.

Shane Laidley, Darren Fogal 
and Stan Esquimaux

are ready to look after 
all your fuel needs. 

Call 705-368-2640 or 800-361-0015 
TODAY!

Our service is second to none

ALWAYS REMEMBER: BE SAFE

OLD OR NEW. WINTER OR SUMMER. RED OR GREEN.

WE’VE GOT IT COVERED

...Ontario farmers group discuss farmland protection and housing concerns
...continued from page 19

Consumers need to know where their food is coming from.
Shutterstock

...Federal funding to help farmers
crops that are grown,” she noted. “They are
taking carbon dioxide out of  the atmos-
phere and through their roots, they’re
releasing carbon into the soil. When those
crops are harvested and stop growing, any-
thing that remains on the surface of  the soil
also breaks down into soil organic carbon
as well. Any opportunity the farmer has to
minimize disturbance of  the soil and maxi-
mize the amount of  carbon going in is con-
sidered a good climate practice.”

OSCIA is targeting late spring or early
summer to open an intake, where farmers
can describe a proposal of  the project they
want to implement. Based on the funding
allocated to the three different manage-
ment practices, the farmer may have a suc-
cessful application or they may have to
apply at a future opportunity. The initial
intake will support projects for the current
growing season but there will be another
opportunity for farmers to apply for addi-
tional funding in 2023. The funding ends in
2024.

“Farmers can apply to enhance their
nitrogen management in fields or adopt

cover cropping or implement rotational
grazing practices if  they have livestock,”
Ms. Straathof  said. “Depending on one of
those three practice types that they’re
going to be applying for, we assess the pro-
posal that they submit to us on its eligibili-
ty based on the parameters given to us by
Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada.”

“We’re trying to maximize the number of
hectares across the province that these
practices are being implemented on and
we’re trying to encourage wider spread
adoption by farmers who may not have
tried these practices before,” she said. 

These practices are scientifically sup-
ported but may be new practices to some
farmers. The funding is an incentive for
them to minimize the financial risk they
would otherwise assume in changing their
practices.

“The fight against climate change is not
only about reducing Canada’s greenhouse
gas emissions, but also helping farmers to
innovate and adopt more sustainable farm-
ing practices,” said Marie-Claude Bibeau,
minister of  agriculture and agri-food. 

...continued from page 17
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