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Mayoral decision issued to advance zoning for 
35,000 housing units
Strong Mayor Powers used 
to propose zoning bylaws 

for 12 development
applications 

BY ZACHARY ROMAN
LOCAL JOURNALISM
INITIATIVE REPORTER

Caledon’s Mayor has taken steps to 
speed up housing development in Town.

On March 26, Mayor Annette Groves 
used Strong Mayor Powers to issue a de-
cision to advance zoning bylaws for 12 
development applications slated to bring 
35,000 housing units to Caledon over time.

Caledon is required by the Province to 
have 13,000 new residential units in town 
by 2031. 

In an interview, Groves said her recent 
decision is about thinking forward to 
2051, when Caledon is expected to grow 
to a population of 300,000.

“We want to get ahead of the growth… 
it’s better if we take a more proactive ap-
proach because then it gives us an oppor-
tunity to say ‘these are the things that we 
need to see within these communities’,” 
said Groves. 

She spoke of creating complete commu-
nities, where libraries, parks, trails, fire 
halls, schools and community centres are 
considered before development occurs.

Phil Pothen, the land use and land devel-
opment manager for Environmental De-
fence, a non-profit that works to advocate 
for clean water, a safe climate and healthy 
communities, said the organization is con-
cerned the recent decision means Caledon 
is missing its chance to stray away from 
low-density, car-dependent development, 
and picked one of the 12 application loca-
tions as an example.

Pothen called the development slated 
for the intersection of Hurontario Street 
(Highway 10) and Highway 410 “wasteful 
cul-de-sac sprawl” that has no place in a 
new zoning bylaw in one of North Amer-

ica’s fastest-growing metropolitan areas.
In a March 26 media release, Town of 

Caledon staff said Groves’ decision will 
ensure an ample supply of development 
sites for all types of housing. Staff said 
Groves’ decision will allow planning 
staff to advance development applications 
through the remaining municipal planning 
process, and that it’s expected to “stream-
line procedures by approximately one to 
two years for the applications.”

The sites selected for zoning amend-
ments by Groves are generally in the areas 
of Mayfield West, Tullamore, Alloa, Wild-
field and Bolton.

Groves said the 12 sites were already 
zoned for residential use under the ex-
panded urban boundaries approved in the 
Region of Peel’s official plan.

“Some of these properties already had 
applications on them,” said Groves. “This 
is to streamline the process… having said 
that, this is not a final approval… there are 
holding provisions within the bylaws.”

She said the development applications 
will still have to go through a secondary 
planning process.

“If you’re going to put houses here we 
want to see the community benefits as 
well,” said Groves.

Pothen said zoning in Caledon’s new 
settlement areas appears to permit great-
er density and a larger mix of uses than 
existing Caledon subdivisions, but added 
it doesn’t require higher densities or a pe-
destrian-friendly mix of uses.

He said it’s disappointing to see that 
Caledon is expanding outwards before 
many of its existing neighbourhoods have 
expanded to be walkable and transit-sup-
ported.

“The retention of minimum parking re-
quirements, and aspects of the Town’s 
communications about the new zoning, are 
cause for concern that a walkable, tran-
sit supportive community is not actually 
planned,” said Pothen.

Groves told the Citizen she had to move 
the zoning bylaws forward through strong 
mayor powers.

She said working with developers is bet-
ter than not working with them and then 

seeing developers fight Caledon at the 
Ontario Land Tribunal (OLT) where they 
often win. She said it’s costly to taxpay-
ers and that OLT decisions are often made 
by those who don’t know what Caledon’s 
needs are.

Groves said her approach will let Cale-
don tell the Province what it needs to make 
the Province’s housing and growth targets 
in Caledon a reality.

Groves said Caledon needs true afford-
able housing, including rentals. She said 
through secondary planning, Caledon will 
work with developers on affordable hous-
ing.

A public meeting about the 12 applica-
tions will be held at 7 p.m. on April 25.

Residents can attend this meeting on-
line at caledon.ca or in person at Caledon 
Town Hall (6311 Old Church Road). The 

applications will be brought to Council for 
approval on April 30. If more than one-
third of Caledon Council supports Groves’ 
mayoral decision on that date, it will pass.

“I’m very hopeful and very confident 
that council will recognize the need to 
move things forward,” said Groves.

Pothen said Environmental Defence 
will be seeking reassurance from Groves 
and Caledon Council that the zoning will 
be fleshed out in ways that ensure future 
Caledon residents won’t need a car to 
comfortably live, work, and raise their 
children.
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BY ZACHARY ROMAN
LOCAL JOURNALISM
INITIATIVE REPORTER 

A Caledon woman has written a book about 
her journey as a mom with a daughter with 
special needs. 

Liana Cancian recently released “Shining 
Through” at an April 16 launch event at The 
Exchange in Bolton. 

Cancian and her husband have four chil-
dren. Their 17-year-old daughter, Olivia, has a 

rare genetic seizure disorder and lives through 
having seizures every day.

“The book is about her life… from when 
she was born to getting the diagnosis and then 
all the things we have experienced,” said Can-
cian.

Cancian and her family have tried so many 
different things to help treat her daughter’s sei-
zures — sadly, nothing has been successful.

Continued on Page A4

Shining Through:
Caledon woman’s book made to inspire

Strong Mayor powers, zoning bylaws 
questioned at packed Democracy 
Caledon meeting
BY ZACHARY ROMAN
LOCAL JOURNALISM
INITIATIVE REPORTER 

Caledon residents against the use of strong 
mayor powers made their voices heard at a re-
cent community meeting. 

On April 17, a newly-formed group of con-
cerned Caledon residents, Democracy Caledon, 
hosted a community meeting at St. James Angli-
can Church in Caledon East. 

Democracy Caledon held the meeting as it 
was concerned with Caledon Mayor Annette 
Groves’ March 26 decision, made using Strong 
Mayor powers, to advance zoning bylaws for 12 

development applications slated to bring 35,000 
housing units to Caledon over time.

The Town is hosting a public meeting about 
the 12 applications at 7 p.m. today (April 25) at 
Caledon Town Hall in Caledon East. The ap-
plications will be coming to Caledon Council’s 
April 30 meeting, where they can be approved 
if one-third of Councillors support Groves’ de-
cision.

Town of Caledon staff said Groves’ decision 
is expected to expedite planning procedures by 
one to two years for the 12 development ap-
plications, which are generally in the areas of 
0D\ÀHOG�:HVW��7XOODPRUH��$OORD��:LOGÀHOG�DQG�

Bolton.
Democracy Caledon volunteer Debbe Cran-

GDOO�ZDV�ÀUVW�WR�VSHDN�DW�WKH�$SULO����PHHWLQJ��
“This thing called Strong Mayor powers has 

dramatically put the public on the sidelines of 
land-use planning decisions,” said Crandall. 
“Mayor Groves has set in motion a very danger-
ous precedent.”

She said it’s unfair to the public that only one 
public meeting was planned to discuss 12 mas-
sive zoning bylaws with a huge impact on Cale-
don’s future. 

Continued on Page A8

Caledon Mayor Annette Groves speaks to residents at Democracy Caledon’s April 17 meeting. 
PHOTO BY ZACHARY ROMAN
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“This is unconscionable and completely un-
democratic that the minority of Council has the 
SRZHU� WR� GHFLGH� RQ� VRPHWKLQJ� RI� WKLV� VLJQLÀ-
cance,” said Crandall, speaking of the one-third 
vote required to approve the applications. 

Crandall noted Caledon signed a housing 
pledge to the Province that said it would build 
13,000 new housing units. She asked why it was 
necessary for Caledon to nearly triple this num-
ber.
´:KR�ZLOO�EHQHÀW�IURP�WKLV"�8V"�,�GRQ·W�WKLQN�

so,” she said. “Mayor Groves, you are a strong 
PD\RU��<RX�GRQ·W�QHHG�6WURQJ�0D\RU�SRZHUV�WR�
be a strong leader — please slow this process 
down.”

Next to speak was another Democracy Cale-
don volunteer, Nicola Ross. 
´:H·UH�ZRUULHG�DERXW�WKH�HURVLRQ�RI�GHPRFUD-

cy under our current levels of government,” said 

Ross. “One of the things about democracy is we 
have to look after it… we have to protect it.”

Ross said she thinks Strong Mayor powers are 
undemocratic.
´,I�ZH�ZDQW�WR�SURWHFW�GHPRFUDF\��LI�ZH�ZDQW�

to be a part of what Caledon is going to become, 
we have to be diligent,” said Ross. “The public 
meeting on April 25… bring as many friends as 
you can.”

The third speaker at the meeting was Victor 
Doyle. From 1988 to 2017, Doyle held a vari-
ety of senior positions in the Ontario Ministry 
of Municipal Affairs and Housing — including 
Manager of Planning for Central Ontario and 
lead planner for the Greenbelt Plan.

He said while the decision has been made al-
ready that areas in the south of Caledon will be-
come more urban, Caledon needs to do the best 
possible job to plan the areas and make the most 
HIÀFLHQW�XVH�RI�WKHP��
´:H�FDQ·W�NHHS�H[SDQGLQJ�RXWZDUGV�DQG�RXW-

150 people attended a Citizens’ Forum held at St. James 
Anglican Church on April 17

wards,” said Doyle, who shared concerns about 
the urgency of the recent mayoral decision. 
´,�KDYH�QRW�VHHQ�DQ\WKLQJ�OLNH�WKLV�WR�]RQH�IRU�

tens of thousands of units ahead of all the de-
tailed planning that is typically occurring prior to 
]RQLQJ�ELJ�WUDFWV�RI�ODQG�µ�KH�VDLG��´,W·V�QRW�FOHDU�
to me what the urgency is to do that at this point 
in time.”
'R\OH�VDLG�LI�WKHUH�LV�WR�EH�DQ\�DGYDQFHG�]RQ-

ing, it should only be for the 13,000 units required 
E\�WKH�KRXVLQJ�SOHGJH��+H�DOVR�VDLG�WKH�]RQLQJ�
designation for much of the land in the 12 appli-
cations permits nearly any kind of housing unit, 
which he called premature. Doyle shared addi-
WLRQDO�FRQFHUQV�DERXW�SURSRVHG�]RQLQJ�FKDQJHV�
to some Greenbelt lands which would allow a 
wide range of rural uses.
´:K\�VKRXOG�ZH�]RQH�IRU��������XQLWV�EDVHG�

RQ�ZKDW·V�JRLQJ�WR�KDSSHQ�WRGD\�ZKHQ�LW·V�JR-
ing to take probably at least 20 years or longer to 
VHH�WKRVH�XQLWV�EXLOW"�7KHUH·V�QR�XSVLGH�LQ�WKDW�µ�
said Doyle. “Zoning is a critical tool for the mu-
nicipality to achieve its own interests in terms of 
GHDOLQJ�ZLWK�GHYHORSPHQW«�SUH�]RQLQJ�DOO�WKLV�
ODQG�LQ�D�VLQJOH�]RQH�UHPRYHV�VRPH�RI�WKH�FRQWURO�
and leverage that municipalities need to protect 
WKHLUV��DQG�E\�H[WHQVLRQ��HYHU\RQH·V�LQWHUHVWV«�
VR�,�GRQ·W�UHDOO\�VHH�WKH�UHDVRQ�WR�PRYH�IRUZDUG�
with this type of bylaw at this point in time.”

After Doyle spoke, there was time for mem-
bers of the audience to share questions and com-
ments (each person was given two minutes) and 
this went on for about an hour. Many different 
concerns were raised by community members, 
VXFK�DV��ORVV�RI�IDUPODQG��LQFUHDVHG�WUDIÀF�FRQ-
gestion; loss of rural community character; lack 
of affordable housing; and strong mayor powers 
subverting democracy.

Groves attended the Democracy Caledon 
meeting, as did members of Caledon Council. 
*URYHV�ZDV�JLYHQ�ÀYH�PLQXWHV�WR�VSHDN�DPLG�WKH�
question-and-answer period.

“Some of the lands that are within this draft 
]RQLQJ�E\ODZ��WKH\�JR�EDFN�WR�����«�VRPH�RI�

these properties have also had public meetings,” 
said Groves. “Some of the other properties have 
KDG�DSSOLFDWLRQV«�ZKHQ�DQ�DSSOLFDWLRQ�LV�ÀOHG��
\RX�KDYH�¶;·�QXPEHU�RI�GD\V��DQG� LI�ZH�GRQ·W�
GHDO�ZLWK�WKH�DSSOLFDWLRQ�LW·V�WDNHQ�WR�WKH��2QWDU-
io Land Tribunal). So, we will have someone at 
the tribunal making decisions for what the town 
of Caledon should look like in terms of develop-
ment.”
*URYHV�VDLG�WKHUH·V�KROGLQJ�SURYLVLRQV�LQ�WKH�

SURSRVHG�]RQLQJ�E\ODZV�WKDW�DGGUHVV�WKLQJV�OLNH�
secondary plans and servicing.

Groves said she spoke to every member of 
Caledon Council about her mayoral decision be-
fore she made it. 
´,� KDG� QR� REMHFWLRQV� IURP� DQ\� PHPEHU� RI�

&RXQFLO�RQ�WKDW«�WKH\�ZHUH�ÀQH�ZLWK�LW�µ�VDLG�
Groves.

This statement was disputed by Ward 2 Coun-
cillor Dave Sheen after the meeting. 

“That was a misleading statement to make, at 
least as it relates to me. The Mayor called and 
spoke to me for about 10 minutes on the Sunday 
evening, two days before the March 26 Council 
meeting. She explained what she was planning 
to do and tried to assure me that there would still 
be safeguards in place to allow further public and 
Council input and/or control,” wrote Sheen in an 
HPDLO��´7R�EH�FOHDU��,�GLG�QRW�H[SUHVV�VXSSRUW�IRU�
WKH�PRYH��,QVWHDG��,�WROG�KHU�,�KDG�RQO\�UHFHLYHG�
the agenda on the weekend and did not have any 
time to review or understand the dense material 
nor discuss it with anyone to help me understand 
all the implications…”

Groves said she encourages people to reach 
out to the town for information about the 12 ap-
plications.

“We will be addressing servicing, we will be 
DGGUHVVLQJ�WKH�ÀQDQFLDO�LPSOLFDWLRQV��:H�ZLOO�EH�
addressing what our community is going to look 
like through this process,” said Groves.

Planning professional Victor Doyle, an architect of the Greenbelt Plan, provided opinions and insight 

at Democracy Caledon’s April 17 community meeting.

PHOTO BY ZACHARY ROMAN
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BY SAM ODROWSKI

A program aimed at supporting adults 55 and 
older in Dufferin–Caledon just became more 
accessible. 

The Telecheck program, which provides old-
er adults with scheduled check-in phone calls 
to help them live independently, can now make 
calls in a variety of languages.

The recent improvement to the program was 
made possible in partnership with the Polycul-
WXUDO�,PPLJUDQW�	�&RPPXQLW\�6HUYLFHV��
´7HOH&KHFN·V�FROODERUDWLRQ�ZLWK�3RO\FXOWXUDO�

,PPLJUDQW� DQG� &RPPXQLW\� 6HUYLFHV� GHPRQ-
strates innovation and leadership in our com-
PXQLW\·V�KHDOWK�DQG�VRFLDO�V\VWHP��2XU�YROXQ-
teers are thrilled to extend our team capabilities 
with the language interpreters at Polycultural so 
that more diverse older adults can be supported 
with system partners,” said Jennifer McCallum, 
Manager of TeleCheck.

TeleCheck is an award-winning, free, 
DQG� FRQÀGHQWLDO� WHOHSKRQH� FKHFN�LQ� VHUYLFH�
to support adults 55+ independently living 
at home, and connects clients with vital com-
munity health services, or a friendly social 
connection. Clients can tailor calls based on 
individual needs. TeleCheck volunteers support 
their clients, every day of the week.
3RO\FXOWXUDO� ,PPLJUDQW�	�&RPPXQLW\�6HU-

YLFHV� LV� D� FKDULWDEOH�� QRW�IRU�SURÀW�� FRPPX-
nity-based agency that provides support and 
services for seniors, newcomers, refugees, and 
immigrants in Orangeville and across the Great-
er Toronto Area.

The new collaboration ensures that TeleCh-
HFN�VHUYLFHV�QRZ�UHÁHFW�OLQJXLVWLF�GLYHUVLW\�E\�
breaking down language barriers, ensuring that 
older adults from various cultural backgrounds 
feel comfortable and understood in Bengali, 
+LQGL��3RUWXJXHVH��8UGX�DQG�<RUXED�

The above language interpretation options 
are available through Polycultural staff, with the 
potential for additional languages to be added in 
the future.
´,Q� WKH� \HDU� VLQFH� ODXQFKLQJ� RXU� 2UDQ-

JHYLOOH� VLWH�� ZH·YH� ZLWQHVVHG� WKH� ULFKQHVV� RI�
the multicultural tapestry in Dufferin-Cale-
don,” said Fatima Medeiros, Program Manager 
DW�3RO\FXOWXUDO·V�2UDQJHYLOOH�VLWH�

“Our exciting collaboration with TeleCheck 
will link new Canadians with social health ser-
YLFHV� WKDW� DUH�SHUVRQDOL]HG� WR� WKHLU� QHHGV� DQG�
made accessible in their preferred language.”

To arrange a call with language interpreta-
WLRQ�RU� ODQJXDJH�VSHFLÀF�VHUYLFHV��FXUUHQW�DQG�
QHZ�7HOH&KHFN�FOLHQWV�FDQ�ÀOO�RXW�D�VHOI�UHIHU-
ral form at headwatershealth.ca/Areas-of-Care/
TeleCheck.

Check-in phone calls for older adults 
now available in several languages
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BY ZACHARY ROMAN
LOCAL JOURNALISM
INITIATIVE REPORTER

There are some new improvements on the 
Caledon Trailway. 

On June 21, the Town of Caledon announced 
that thanks to Rural Economic Development 
(RED) funding from the Provincial Govern-
ment, several additions to infrastructure and 
public art were made along the Caledon Trail-
way this spring.

In the summer of 2023, Caledon applied for 
RED funding and was successful, receiving a 
grant of $117,274. 

“With this funding, the Town implemented 
and installed various pieces of infrastructure 
throughout Caledon’s villages to beautify and 
enhance public spaces, improving the visitor 
and resident experience in and near Caledon’s 
commercial core areas,” said the Town in a 
news release.

Continued on Page A9

New murals unveiled on
Caledon Trailway following grant

Zoning for 35,000 housing units
approved by Council following
contentious meeting
BY ZACHARY ROMAN
LOCAL JOURNALISM
INITIATIVE REPORTER

A decision has been made on 12 zoning 
bylaws that have galvanized the Caledon 
community for months.

At Caledon Council’s June 25 meeting, 
12 zoning bylaws that would permit 35,000 
housing units were approved. 

Mayor Annette Groves, Ward 3 Council-
lor Doug Maskell, Ward 5 Councillor Tony 
Rosa, Ward 6 Councillor Cosimo Napoli, 

and Regional Councillor for Wards 4, 5 and 
6 Mario Russo voted in favour of the by-
laws. 

Ward 1 Councillor Lynn Kiernan, Ward 
2 Councillor Dave Sheen, and Regional 
Councillor for Wards 1, 2 and 3 Christina 
Early opposed the bylaws. 

Ward 4 Councillor Nick de Boer recused 
himself from the vote due to a pecuniary 
interest as he leases land for agricultural 
purposes within the affected lands. 

The June 25 meeting lasted over six 
hours and Town Hall was packed.

27 people gave delegations on the by-
laws. 

A large number of Caledon residents who 
attended the meeting requested that Groves 
honour a commitment she made in a May 
23 public information session: that she 
would not hold a vote on the bylaws this 
summer. 

Others in attendance supported the by-
laws and said Caledon needs the growth 
they will bring. 

Continued on Page A8

Residents protested outside Caledon Town Hall on June 25 before the Council meeting where 12 zoning bylaws that permit 35,000 housing units were 
approved.                         PHOTO BY PAUL GAYLER
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Some residents unhappy Mayor 
broke commitment to not hold vote 

on zoning this summer
Continued frrom FRONT

Eric Lucic, Caledon’s chief planner, gave a 
presentation on the 12 bylaws. He said they 
were designed to meet the criteria of Cale-
GRQ·V�2IÀ�FLDO�3ODQ� DQG� WKDW� WKH\·UH� D� ORJLFDO�
extension of built areas. 
7KH�E\ODZV�ZHUH�GUDIWHG�E\�ODZ�À�UP�/RRS�

stra Nixon and will expedite planning proce-
dures in 12 areas, totalling around 5,000 acres, 
LQ�0D\À�HOG�:HVW��7XOODPRUH��$OORD��:LOGÀ�HOG�
and Bolton. 

Lucic said a broad approach will best ad-
dress broad planning issues and ensure critical 
infrastructure will be built. He said the bylaws 
are all within the existing urban boundary set 
RXW�E\�WKH�5HJLRQ�RI�3HHO�DQG�WKDW�WKH\�ZRQ·W�
negatively impact Greenbelt lands.

“These applications are not a surprise,” said 
Lucic. 

He said there are holds within the bylaws 
that will allow Caledon to plan the types of 
communities it wants; and, that the bylaws 
cannot be in effect until the holds are lifted by 
Caledon Council.

Lucic said the bylaws will better qualify 
Caledon for incentive funding and that while 
a change in approach to planning in Caledon is 
GLIÀ�FXOW��&DOHGRQ�ZLOO�EHQHÀ�W�IURP�LW��

In response to many questions asked after 
his presentation, Lucic said secondary plan-
ning, which the public will be engaged in, will 
address concerns.

Lucic said the 12 zoning bylaws will match 
Caledon’s growth management and phasing 
plan and that they’re about enabling opportu-
nity for development.
+H�VDLG�ZKLOH�WKH�5HJLRQ�RI�3HHO�KDVQ·W�\HW�

provided clearance on the bylaws, staff are 
FRQÀ�GHQW�WKH\·YH�DGGUHVVHG�WKH�5HJLRQ·V�FRQ�
cerns and continue to work with the Region. 

Sheen said Councillors weren’t expecting 
the vote on the bylaws to be held on June 25 
and asked if more time would help Caledon 
work with the Region, to which Lucic said it 
wouldn’t.

Sheen also asked how Caledon will address 
planning mistakes it made in previous commu-
QLWLHV�OLNH�6RXWKÀ�HOGV�9LOODJH�IRU�IXWXUH�FRP�
munities.
´,� GRQ·W� ZDQW� WR� VHH� 6RXWKÀ�HOGV� UHFUHDWHG�

WLPHV����µ� VDLG�6KHHQ�� ´:KHQ�\RX� WU\� WR� FXW�
through red tape you take away safeguards.”

Kiernan said she was concerned with the 
holds in the bylaws; she questioned why if 
something was so great so many things have to 
be put into it to make sure nothing goes wrong. 

Nicola Ross, one of the founders of citizens’ 
group Democracy Caledon — which was 
IRUPHG� ZKHQ� *URYHV� À�UVW� LQWURGXFHG� WKH� ���
bylaws through Strong Mayor powers — said 
WKH�JURXS�IHHOV�WKH�À�QDQFLDO�LPSOLFDWLRQV�RI�WKH�
12 bylaws have not been properly addressed. 

Ross said the four public information ses-
sions held by the Town of Caledon on the by-
ODZV��0D\����LQ�6RXWKÀ�HOGV�9LOODJH��0D\����
LQ� %ROWRQ��0D\� ��� LQ�$OWRQ�� DQG� -XQH� ��� LQ�
Caledon East) did not cut it. 

“Many of our questions have not been an-
swered,” she said.

Ross said on June 25 Democracy Caledon 
was not even asking Groves to change her 
opinion on the bylaws: it just wanted her to 
KRQRXU�WKH�FRPPLWPHQW�VKH�PDGH�RQ�0D\����
to not hold the vote on them this summer. 

“You broke your promise,” said Ross.
9DGLP� 3URPRWRURY�� D� &DOHGRQ� &KDPEHU�

of Commerce member, said Caledon needs a 
Mayor who is “mature” enough to keep prom-
ises. He took issue with Groves’ claim that 
the bylaws coming forward on June 25 was a 
staff-led move. 
3URPRWRURY�VDLG�KH·V�QRW�DJDLQVW�JURZWK�EXW�

that it needs to be done with, not against, the 
residents of Caledon. 

Caledon resident and small business owner 
3HWHU�%R]]R�VDLG�KH�VXSSRUWHG� WKH����E\ODZV�
and that if executed properly they will enhance 
Caledon. 
/RFDO�UHDOWRU�$QWKRQ\�&DSXWR�VDLG�&DOHGRQ�

needs development to bring housing prices 
under control and that he applauds Groves for 
bringing the 12 bylaws forward. 

Realtor Daniel De Rosa said embracing de-
velopment can take Caledon to the next level 
and encouraged Councillors to not miss the 
opportunity to make Caledon better together.

Resident Daniel McCammon said it’s not 
about development but the quality of develop-
ment. He said the bylaws should not proceed 
XQWLO� WKH�5HJLRQ� RI� 3HHO·V� FRQFHUQV� DUH� WKRU�
oughly resolved. 

McCammon said to proceed with the bylaws 
ZLWKRXW� D� À�VFDO� IUDPHZRUN� LV� IROO\�� +H� DOVR�
took issue with Strong Mayor powers, calling 
them an affront to democracy. 

Resident Cheryl Connors said Caledon 
should defer the applications to the fall and 
complete its growth management and phasing 
plan, and complete secondary plans for the 
lands impacted by the 12 bylaws. 
´:K\� VKRXOG� ZH� EHOLHYH� \RXU� SURPLVHV"µ�

&RQQRUV� DVNHG�� ´:H� KDYH� EHHQ� EXUQHG� WRR�
many times. There’s been an erosion of trans-
parency and accountability.”

Connors said by taking a non-adversari-
al approach to development for developers, 
Caledon has become adversarial to residents.
,QJOHZRRG� UHVLGHQW�/LQGD�3LP�VDLG� LW·V�KHU�

view that Caledon has not paid enough atten-
tion to resident concerns. 

“Staff may be ready but residents are not,” 
VDLG�3LP�

She said the 700-plus-page agenda for the 
June 25 meeting, which was released on June 
21, was far too large for any resident to rea-
VRQDEO\� GLJHVW� LQ� WLPH� IRU� WKH� PHHWLQJ�� 3LP�
also shared concerns about whether proper en-
gagement with Indigenous peoples was com-
pleted for the bylaws.
5HVLGHQW�$ODQ� %RXJKWRQ� TXHVWLRQHG� LI� WKH�

bylaws were about building homes or chang-
ing the value of land. He said while he’s heard 
great points on both sides of the debate, there’s 
no rush for the bylaws and encouraged Coun-
cillors to defer the vote on them.

Democracy Caledon co-founder Debbe 
Crandall said giving zoning to developers up 
front hands Caledon’s future to wealthy devel-
opers and their friends.
´,I� VWDII� LV� GLUHFWHG� E\� WKH� &$2�� DQG� WKH�

&$2�GLUHFWHG�E\�WKH�0D\RU��KRZ�LV�LW�QRW�WKH�
DFWLRQ�RI�WKH�0D\RU�WR�IRUFH�WKH�YRWH�WRQLJKW"µ�
asked Crandall. 
*URYHV� DSSRLQWHG� &DOHGRQ·V� &$2� 1DWKDQ�

+\GH�XVLQJ�6WURQJ�0D\RU�SRZHUV�LQ�������
Crandall said Groves needs to own up to her 

actions.
“She has proven promises and commitments 

mean nothing to her,” said Crandall. “Bring 
back integrity to Town Hall and vote to defer 
tonight.”
/RFDO� UHDOWRU� 5RFN\� 3XQLD� VDLG� &DOHGRQ�

needs to tackle the housing crisis by expe-
diting housing development and creating a 
competitive environment to drive down house 
prices.
$OH[�6DOODO��RZQHU�RI�UHVWDXUDQW�%OXH�6PRNH�

in Bolton, said it’s been a challenge to run a 
small business in Caledon. He said it’s hard to 
À�QG�VWDII�ZKHQ�WKHUH·V�QRZKHUH�DIIRUGDEOH�IRU�
people to live. 

“I feel like growth is essential,” said Sallal.
Resident John Rutter said Caledon needs its 

own health care facility before any large pop-
ulation increase. He also said he hasn’t seen 
PXFK� DSSHWLWH� LQ� WKH� FRPPXQLW\� IRU� �������
new housing units.
5HVLGHQW� $ODQ� $[ZRUWK\� VDLG� ZKLOH� KH·V�

learned more about the 12 bylaws, he still nev-
HU�JRW�DQ�DQVZHU�WR�KLV�PDLQ�TXHVWLRQ��:KDW·V�
WKH� UXVK"� +H� VDLG� WKH� YRWH� RQ� WKH� E\ODZV�
should be deferred until after Caledon knows 
what will happen with potential downloading 
RI�VHUYLFHV�IURP�WKH�5HJLRQ�RI�3HHO�

Former Bolton councillor Rob Mezzapelli 
used the start of his delegation to play a re-
cording of Groves committing to not holding 
a vote on the bylaws this summer. He told 
Groves to not insult Town of Caledon staff and 
residents by saying it’s staff’s move to bring 
the bylaws forward.
´:KDW�\RX�DUH�ORRNLQJ�DW�LV�SLHFHPHDO�SODQ�

ning on steroids,” said Mezzapelli.
Resident Brad Merkley said, as a young 

person, he’s not against development but is 
vehemently against the 12 bylaws and issuing 
zoning before secondary planning is complete. 
He said congestion issues in Caledon will be 
compounded if large amounts of new housing 
come to Town before jobs do.
´7KLV� LV�HWKLFDOO\�DQG�À�QDQFLDOO\�UHFNOHVV�µ�

said Merkley.
5HVLGHQW�5D\LVVD�3DOPHU� VDLG� VKH�FDQ·W� UH�

member another time Caledon residents came 
together so strongly in opposition to something 
like they have for the 12 bylaws. She encour-
aged Councillors to not support the bylaws.
3KLO� 3RWKHQ�� D� ODQG�XVH� SODQQLQJ� ODZ\HU�

with Environmental Defence, said the lands 
DGGHG�WR�WKH�5HJLRQ�RI�3HHO·V�XUEDQ�ERXQGDU\�
in 2022 never should have been. He said the 
development the 12 bylaws will permit comes 
DW�WKH�FRVW�RI�PRUH�FRVW�HIIHFWLYH�LQÀ�OO�KRPHV�
that could be built in other places. 
:KHQ� GHOHJDWLRQV� DW� WKH� -XQH� ��� PHHWLQJ�

were complete, Early said she heard loud and 
clear that residents did not want the bylaws 
voted on that evening.

She said it didn’t make sense to vote on 
VRPHWKLQJ� WKDW� ZLOO� LPSDFW� &DOHGRQ� IRU� ���
years at 10 minutes after midnight.

She motioned to refer the 12 bylaws back to 
staff, and her motion was eventually defeated. 
$�ODWHU�PRWLRQ�IURP�6KHHQ�WR�GHIHU�WKH�YRWH�RQ�
the bylaws was also defeated.

Russo said the referral would appease a 
group of residents and that it wouldn’t actu-
ally achieve anything. He said infrastructure 
LQ�3HHO�ZLOO�EH�FRPSHWHG�IRU�DQG�WKDW�&DOHGRQ�
needs to get in the queue for it.
´:H� KDYH� D� YHU\� FOHDU� PDQGDWH� IURP� WKH�

3URYLQFH�ZH�PXVW�IXOÀ�OO�µ�VDLG�5XVVR�
Kiernan said it can’t be swept under the rug 

how the community spoke out about the by-
laws.
´,W·V�QRW�&DOHGRQ·V� UHVSRQVLELOLW\� WR�À�[� WKH�

housing crisis,” she said. “I don’t buy that we 
have to get in queue; we are desirable, there 
is no reason why we shouldn’t be able to sit 
down with developers and compromise.”

Maskell said the way Caledon has planned 
in the past has been far from perfect, so Cale-
don needs to try something new. He said he 
liked Lucic’s plan to move things forward and 
called it comprehensive.
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BY ZACHARY ROMAN
LOCAL JOURNALISM
INITIATIVE REPORTER

Many Caledon residents were not happy 
with a recent decision, made using Strong 
Mayor powers, to advance zoning bylaws 
for 12 development applications that would 
bring 35,000 housing units to Caledon.

Residents made their voices and concerns 
heard at an April 17 citizens’ forum (held by 
newly-formed volunteer group Democracy 

Caledon) and April 25 public meeting (held 
by the Town of Caledon) on the zoning by-
laws for the 12 development applications.

The mayoral decision residents took issue 
with was issued by Groves on March 26.

There were around 150 people at the cit-
izens’ forum, and even more at the April 
25 public meeting, which had well over 30 
delegates.

Continued on Page A3

Mayor puts fast-tracked zoning bylaws
on hold after signi!cant public backlash

Premier Ford announces construction 
of Highway 413 to begin in 2025
Critics say announcement 

is just “bluster”
BY ZACHARY ROMAN
LOCAL JOURNALISM
INITIATIVE REPORTER

The Highway 413 is going to be built, accord-
ing to Premier Doug Ford. 

Ford made the announcement at an April 30 
press conference in Caledon. 

“I’m thrilled to announce that construction 
on this highway will begin in 2025,” said Ford. 
´:H·UH�DOUHDG\�VWDUWLQJ�ÀHOG�ZRUN�DQG�ODQG�DF-
quisition that will help make sure we get shovels 
in the ground on time.”

The Premier said in mid-May, the Province 
will host a market sounding event with “key 
private sector experts” to discuss ways to move 
construction of the highway forward quickly and 

HIÀFLHQWO\��
Ford was joined at the press conference by 

David Piccini, Minister of Labour, Immigration, 
Training and Skills Development, and Vijay 
Thanigasalam, Associate Minister of Transpor-
tation. Also at the announcement were Bramp-
ton Mayor Patrick Brown, Region of Peel Chair 
Nando Iannicca, and representatives from nu-
merous labour groups and industry associations.

Continued on Page A11

Premier Doug Ford was in Caledon on April 30 to announce that his government plans to start construction of Highway 413 in 2025.
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offer a limited range of products; therefore special pricing and promotions are not valid there. We reserve the right to correct any errors.
*Trademark of Celiac Canada. Used under license.

FAST, CONVENIENT WAYS TO SHOP
FREE

CURBSIDE 
PICKUP 

FREE
IN-STORE 

PICKUP
SAME-DAY 
DELIVERY

To view our full flyer, 
scan the QR code 

or visit us at 
mmfoodmarket.com

DELIVERY AVAILABLE Visit our website for store locations 

Breaded Chicken Breasts
8 PIECES 907 g

Crispy

INCREDIBLE 
PRICE

1799

save $8

CHOOSE FROM 3 VARIETIES.

Also available,
Chicken Breast Grills 
8 PIECES 800 g $17.99 save $5
Country Style Chicken Breasts 
6-10 PIECES 907 g $19.99 save $12

Nashville Style  
Hot Sauce

350 mL

sale
699 Chicken Chicken Stir FryStir Fry

840 g840 g

READY IN

MINUTES

UNDER
20

1499
each

save $8

Chicken Chicken Fajita KitFajita Kit
8 SERVINGS8 SERVINGS  1.05 kg1.05 kg

Slow Cooked Beef Pot Roast
907 g/2 lb

INCREDIBLE 
PRICE

1899

save $10

Also available,
Pork Pot Roast 

907 g/2 lb $14.99 save $8

INCREDIBLE 
PRICE

1199
Tangy Barbecue

save $7

LET’S FIGURE  OUT  

BBQBBQ®

Fall Off the Bone® Back Ribs
1 FULL RACK OF RIBS 510 g - 680 g

**We guarantee you’ll love it. In fact, if you’re not 
GSQTPIXIP]�WEXMWǖIH��WMQTP]�VIXYVR�XLI�YRYWIH�

TSVXMSR�ERH�XLI�TEGOEKMRK�XS�XLI�WXSVI��ERH�[IƅPP�
VITPEGI�MX�SV�KMZI�]SY�]SYV�QSRI]�FEGO�

Pepperoni Cheesy

ChickenChicken
 Quesadillas   Quesadillas  

4 PIECES4 PIECES  
500 g 500 g 

Beef QuesadillasBeef Quesadillas    
4 PIECES4 PIECES  
360 g 360 g 

Pizza RollsPizza Rolls    
8 PIECES8 PIECES  
460 g 460 g 

999
each

save $2

eachsave $2

save $3

Also available,
• Cheese and Spinach Cannelloni • Chicken Parmesan 
• Sesame Chicken Noodles • Homestyle Tuna Casserole 
• Chicken Lasagna • Shanghai Style Beef Noodles 
• Chicken Teriyaki • Shrimp & Scallop Pasta

SSIINNGGLLEE  SSEERRVVEESS 275 g - 340 g  SELECTION MAY VARY BY STORE.

Lasagna

eacheach559999
eacheach449999

Macaroni 
 & Cheese

Spaghetti 
Bolognese

Three Cheese  
Pasta Bake

Fettuccine 
Alfredo

Six Cheese 
Tortellini

sale 

Sweet Sriracha Chicken  
& Noodle Bowl

Chicken Pad Thai

Shepherd’s Pie

Butter Chicken

Cabbage Rolls

 $5.99 each  $5.99 each salesale

ALL PRICES IN EFFECT THURSDAY, MAY 2 
TO WEDNESDAY, MAY 8, 2024 UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED.

CHOOSE FROM 6 VARIETIES.

All discounted prices of products are exclusive to members of the M&M Food Market Rewards program. Simply present your membership card, or sign 
up for a free membership in store or online, to take advantage of these exclusive offers. M&M Food Market Express and other non-traditional stores 
offer a limited range of products; therefore special pricing and promotions are not valid there. We reserve the right to correct any errors.
*Trademark of Celiac Canada. Used under license.
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MOTHER’S DAY

Debt, Credit Card, E-Transfer & Cash Accepted

Continued from FRONT

Caledon’s Town Hall was packed past 
FDSDFLW\�� DQG� WKH�PHHWLQJ�GLGQ·W�ÀQLVK�XQ-
WLO� QHDUO\� �� D�P��³� LW� ODVWHG� DURXQG� VHYHQ�
KRXUV��
*URYHV� VDLG� WKHUH� ZHUH� QHDUO\� ���� SHR-

SOH�DW�WKH�SXEOLF�PHHWLQJ��ZKLOH�'HPRFUDF\�
&DOHGRQ� YROXQWHHU� 1LFROD� 5RVV� VDLG� WKHUH�
ZHUH������
´7KH�&RXQFLO�FKDPEHU�ZDV�ÀOOHG��WKH�DWUL-

XP�ZDV� ÀOOHG�� WKH� FDIHWHULD�ZDV� ÀOOHG�� WKH�
EDVHPHQW�ZDV�ÀOOHG«� WKHQ� WKH\� WRRN�SHR-
SOH�RYHU� WR� WKH�FRPPXQLW\�FHQWHU�ZKLFK� LV�
ZKHUH�ZH� DVNHG� WKH�PHHWLQJ� WR� EH� KHOG� LQ�
WKH�ÀUVW�SODFH�EHFDXVH�ZH�NQHZ�LW�ZDV�JRLQJ�
WR� UXQ� RYHU� WKLV� VSDFH� KHUH�µ� VDLG� 5RVV� LQ�
D�GHOHJDWLRQ�DW�&DOHGRQ�&RXQFLO·V�$SULO����
meeting at Town Hall. 
5HJLRQDO� FRXQFLOORU� &KULVWLQD� (DUO\� DOVR�

HVWLPDWHG� DURXQG� ���� SHRSOH� ZHUH� DW� WKH�
SXEOLF�PHHWLQJ��DQG�FDOOHG�LW�XQSUHFHGHQWHG�
$V�D�UHVXOW�RI�UHVLGHQWV·�FRQFHUQV��*URYHV�

UHPRYHG� WKH� ��� ]RQLQJ� E\ODZV� IURP� WKH�
DJHQGD� RI� &RXQFLO·V� $SULO� ��� PHHWLQJ��
ZKHUH�WKH\�FRXOG�KDYH�EHHQ�DSSURYHG�LI�MXVW�
RQH�WKLUG�RI�&DOHGRQ�&RXQFLOORUV�VXSSRUWHG�
*URYHV·�GHFLVLRQ�
$W� WKH� $SULO� ��� PHHWLQJ�� *URYHV� VDLG�

WKHUH�ZHUH�TXHVWLRQV�DQG�FRQFHUQV�DERXW�WKH�

]RQLQJ�E\ODZV�WKDW�ZHUHQ·W�DGGUHVVHG��
´7KH�PHVVDJH�ZDV�ORXG�DQG�FOHDU�WKDW�SHR-

SOH�LQ�&DOHGRQ�QHHG�DQG�GHVHUYH�PRUH�LQIRU-
PDWLRQ�� LQIRUPDWLRQ� DERXW� WKH� SURFHVV� DQG�
why we are considering this action, and the 
GHWDLOV�DERXW�HDFK�RI�WKH����SDUFHOV�RI�ODQG�µ�
VDLG�*URYHV��´:H·UH�VFKHGXOLQJ�WKUHH�SXEOLF�
LQIRUPDWLRQ�VHVVLRQV� IRU� WKH�QH[W�PRQWK� LQ�
GLIIHUHQW�DUHDV�RI�WKH�WRZQ�WR�SURYLGH�PRUH�
WUDQVSDUHQF\�DQG�VKDUH�GHWDLOHG�LQIRUPDWLRQ�
ZLWK�UHVLGHQWV�DQG�VWDNHKROGHUV�µ
*URYHV� VDLG� VKH·OO� DGGUHVV� WKH� TXHVWLRQV�

DQG� FRQFHUQV� RI� UHVLGHQWV�� DQG� HQFRXUDJHG�
UHVLGHQWV� WR� NHHS� FKHFNLQJ� WKH� 7RZQ� RI�
&DOHGRQ·V� ZHEVLWH� �FDOHGRQ�FD�� DQG� VRFLDO�
PHGLD� IHHGV� IRU� LQIRUPDWLRQ� DERXW� WKH� XS-
FRPLQJ�SXEOLF�LQIRUPDWLRQ�VHVVLRQV��
´7KDQN�\RX��&DOHGRQ�IRU�KHOSLQJ�XV�UHDO-

L]H�ZH�PXVW�GR�EHWWHU�µ�VDLG�*URYHV�
*URYHV·� GHFLVLRQ�� QRZ� RQ� KROG�� ZDV� H[-

SHFWHG� WR� H[SHGLWH� SODQQLQJ� SURFHGXUHV� E\�
RQH�WR�WZR�\HDUV�IRU����GHYHORSPHQW�DSSOL-
FDWLRQV�ZKLFK�DUH�JHQHUDOO\� LQ� WKH�DUHDV�RI�
0D\ÀHOG�:HVW��7XOODPRUH��$OORD��:LOGÀHOG�
DQG�%ROWRQ��/RRSVWUD�1L[RQ��DQ�RXWVLGH�ODZ�
ÀUP�� ZDV� XVHG� WR� GUDIW� WKH� ]RQLQJ� E\ODZV�
IRU�WKH����DSSOLFDWLRQV�
'XULQJ�KHU�$SULO����GHOHJDWLRQ��5RVV�VDLG�

WKH�PLQXWHV�IURP�WKH�$SULO����SXEOLF�PHHW-
LQJ� GR� QRW� DFFXUDWHO\� UHSUHVHQW� WKH� FRP-

Residents packed Town Hall on April 25 for public
meeting lasting almost seven hours

PHQWV� PDGH� E\� PDQ\� RI� WKH� GHOHJDWHV� RQ�
$SULO����
´,�FRXOG�QRW�ÀQG�UHIHUHQFH�WR�WKH�FULWLFLVP�

PDQ\� GHOHJDWHV� H[SUHVVHG«� IURP� UHDGLQJ�
WKH� QRWHV�� WKH� XQDVVXPLQJ� UHDGHU�PD\� XQ-
GHUVWDQG�WKDW�WKH�GHOHJDWHV�ZHUH�LQ�IDYRU�RI�
the process with only minor technical com-
PHQWV�µ� VDLG� 5RVV�� UHDGLQJ� D� OHWWHU� IURP� D�
GHOHJDWH�� ´<RX� ZHUH� WKHUH«� \RX� NQRZ� LW�
FRXOG�QRW�EH�IXUWKHU�IURP�WKH�WUXWK�µ
/DWHU� LQ� WKH� &RXQFLO� PHHWLQJ�� &DOHGRQ�

&RXQFLO�XQDQLPRXVO\�YRWHG�LQ�IDYRXU�RI�UH-
IHUULQJ� WKH�PLQXWHV�IURP�WKH�$SULO����SXE-
OLF� PHHWLQJ� EDFN� WR� &DOHGRQ·V� WRZQ� FOHUN�
VR�WKH\�FDQ�EH�DPHQGHG�WR�PRUH�DFFXUDWHO\�
UHSUHVHQW�ZKDW�ZDV�VDLG�DW�WKH�SXEOLF�PHHW-
ing. 
'HPRFUDF\� &DOHGRQ� YROXQWHHU� 'HE-

EH�&UDQGDOO� DOVR� GHOHJDWHG� DW� WKH�$SULO� ���
&RXQFLO�PHHWLQJ��
´=RQLQJ� LV� QRW� VXSSRVHG� WR� SUHFHGH� VHF-

RQGDU\� SODQQLQJ�� ]RQLQJ� LV� QRW� VXSSRVHG�

WR� SUHFHGH� GHWDLOHG� HQYLURQPHQWDO� VWXGLHV��
ÀVFDO� DQDO\VLV�� WUDQVSRUWDWLRQ� SODQQLQJ�� DO-
ORFDWLRQ�RI�ZDWHU�DQG�ZDVWHZDWHU�VHUYLFLQJ��
DQG� FRPPXQLW\� EXLOGLQJ�µ� VDLG� &UDQGDOO��
´=RQLQJ� LV� VXSSRVHG� WR� FRGLI\� DOO� RI� WKDW�
ZRUN��]RQLQJ� LV�D�PXQLFLSDO� WRRO� WR�HQVXUH�
that all the work is done properly and that 
LW� UHÁHFWV�ZKDW� LV� WUXO\�QHHGHG� WR�PHHW� WKH�
DIIRUGDEOH�KRXVLQJ�FULVLV�ZLWK�LQSXW�IURP�DOO�
RI�FRXQFLO�DQG�LQSXW�IURP�WKH�SXEOLF�µ
&UDQGDOO�VDLG�'HPRFUDF\�&DOHGRQ�ZLOO�EH�

DWWHQGLQJ� WKH� WKUHH�SXEOLF� LQIRUPDWLRQ� VHV-
VLRQV�DQG�FRQWLQXLQJ�WR�DVN�TXHVWLRQV��
´:H� ZLOO� FRQWLQXH� WR� DVN� \RX�� 0D\RU�

*URYHV�� ZK\� \RX� DUH� XVLQJ� \RXU� 6WURQJ�
0D\RU�SRZHUV�WR�SUH�]RQH�WR�DOORZ��������
KRPHV� WKDW� IDU� H[FHHG� WKH� ����� KRXVLQJ�
SOHGJH�µ�VDLG�&UDQGDOO�
&DOHGRQ·V�KRXVLQJ�SOHGJH�WR�WKH�3URYLQFH�

VD\V�&DOHGRQ�ZLOO�KDYH��������QHZ�KRXVLQJ�
XQLWV�E\�������&RXQFLO�HQGRUVHG�WKLV�SOHGJH�
LQ������

Mayor Annette Groves spoke at a recent meeting of the new community organization Democracy 
Caledon..                                                    PHOTO BY ZACHARY ROMAN


