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ENTOURAGE –  The Atw ood L ions S tagette w as held on S aturday, March 2 3  at the E lma Memorial C ommu-
nity C entre, its second year running w ith proceeds going tow ards the refurb ishment of the E MC C . Pictured, 
from left:  S ara McD onnell, J enn Fierz, Amanda McK ee, Ab igayle C ronin and b ride-to-b e Allison R oss. 
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NORTH PERTH – North 
Perth’s incoming Chief Building 
2Ificial �&%2�� 6ally 0c0ul-
len, delivered some tough num-
bers for council to digest at the 
March 18 meeting. 
In the annual report on build-

ing-related fees it was stated that 
the building department needed 
to use $832,571 from reserves to 
cover costs from last year. This 
withdrawal leaves the building 
permit reserve fund with a bal-
ance of $57,008.
“North Perth maintains a Build-

ing Reserve Fund as a risk man-
agement tool,” McMullen wrote 
in her report to council. “Funds 

are available to cover costs dur-
ing circumstances that are not 
anticipated on a regular basis… 
Generally, municipalities man-
age risk through a reserve bal-
ance that is equivalent to one to 
three years of expenses.” 
McMullen’s annual report on 

building fees covered the last 
two years. The report broke 
down the expenses for 2022 
into direct costs ($340,085) and 
indirect costs ($180,507) while 
showing the department’s rev-
enue totalled $597,179.
“There was less expenditure 

than anticipated on wages and 
that was due to some turnover in 
staIfinJ but otKeUZise tKis yeaU 
went generally as budgeted in 
terms of revenue and in terms of 
costs,” McMullen said of 2022. 

“In 2023 we had a slightly dif-
ferent picture.”
According to her report, the 

2023 direct costs ($834,042) 
and indirect costs ($301,558) 
exceeded the department’s rev-
enue, which totalled $303,029. 
“Fees in 2023 were generally 

less than anticipated and we had 
a slightly lower number of per-
mits,” McMullen said. “Con-
tracted services were needed… 
and brought up the cost to run 
and manage our requirements 
and responsibilities under the 
Building Code Act.” 
She added in her report that new 

software and a new internal al-
location structure contributed to 
costs while permit revenue was 
lower than projected. 

Continued on page 2

2023 North Perth building 
department deficit totals $830K
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STRATFORD – United Way 
Perth-Huron recently gath-
ered at the Best Western Plus, 
Arden Park Hotel to celebrate 
the spirit of the Perth-Huron 
community. After a record-
setting campaign that raised 
$2,345,792, it was time to rec-
ognize the donors, volunteers 
and organizations who enable 
the organization’s work across 
the region. 
“We are incredibly grateful 

for the support of our commu-
nity throughout the campaign,” 
said United Way Perth-Huron 
Executive Director Ryan Erb. 
“This has been a challenging 
year for everyone, locally and 

Continued on page 6

United Way 
sets new 

fundraising 
record
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NORTH PERTH – Council directed staff to pres-
ent further information regarding allowing ATVs 
to use a section of the North Perth trail between 
Listowel and Atwood at a future council meeting. 
At the March 18 council meeting, Shawn Thomp-

son, president of the North Perth and District ATV 
Club – which is in partnership with Ontario Fed-
eration of All Terrain Vehicle Clubs (OFATV) – 
made a delegation asking council to consider al-
lowing ATVs to use a portion of the trail. 
The proposed section of the trail would begin in 

the area of Barnett Street, behind Walmart, and 
would follow the trail south to Atwood. 
“We actually have a section there owned by 

Hoover’s Maple Syrup and they’re allowing us to 
use their property to put a little loop trail through 

their bush,” Thompson said to council. 
The trail use would continue past Atwood and 

up to Henfryn, where Thompson said it would be 
beneficial to linN uS ZitK tKe +uUon 6KoUes $79 
Club’s trail network, exceeding 100 km of trails. 
“How far would that connection point be from the 

end of the trail at Henfryn at this stage?” Coun. 
Matt Duncan asked. 
Thompson guessed between 50-60km. 
“Currently if we were to allow ATV use on the 

North Perth trail it would only really be from Hen-
fryn to Listowel, at this point, and then (riders) 
would have to road run to connect with another 
trail system,” Duncan said. 
Coun. Neil Anstett asked when the ATVs would 

use the trail.
“Obviously, I don’t think it’s a secret, there are a 

lot of people that use these trails, biking, running, 
jogging, whatever you want to call it, and I’m just 

Continued on page 2

Council seeking more information 
about allowing ATVs on NP trail
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NORTH PERTH – Antici-
pating a lengthy discussion, 
North Perth council previous-
ly scheduled a special meet-
ing to discuss the proposed 
changes to the North Perth 
municipal ward boundaries 
ahead of the 2026 municipal 
election. 
If council chooses, this will 

change the way voters elect 
members of North Perth mu-
nicipal council in the next 
election.
The Municipality of North 

Perth previously enlisted con-
sultinJ fiUP :atson and $s-
sociates Economists Ltd. to 
suJJest Podifications to tKe 
way members of council are 
elected as part of the 2023 
Council Composition and 
Ward Boundary Review.
7Zo final oStions ZeUe SUe-

sented to council for its con-
sideration at the Nov. 20, 
2023 council meeting; both 
include the recommendations 
that: 
- three members of coun-

cil be elected by the entire 
municipality (mayor, deputy 
mayor, and county council-
lor);
- four councillors be elected 

from four wards within the 
Town of Listowel settlement 
area;
- one councillor elected from 

a rural ward to the north of 
Listowel (the current Wallace 
Ward); and
- two councillors elected 

from the two suggested rural 
wards to the south of Listow-
el. This would involve divid-
ing the current Elma Ward 
into two separate wards.
In each option, the number 

of wards is increased to sev-
en, however, the total number 
of council members stays the 
same as the current structure.

Option One
7Ke UeSoUt stated tKat tKe fiUst 

option was preferred by 15 of 
the 51 responses (or 29 per 
cent).

Continued on page 7

Special meeting 
scheduled for 

Monday, April 8

North 
Perth to 
discuss 
ward 

boundary 
options
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Continued from front
“It is also worth mentioning that we did 

spend just about double on training as the 
year progressed, ensuring that everyone 
Kad tKe Tualifications needed and on soPe 
consulting which is essentially some legal 
opinions that we needed to deal with spe-
cific files�µ 0c0ullen said� 
&oun� $llan 5otKZell asNed iI tKe de-

cline in additional outside seUYices IUoP 
560 %uildinJ &onsultants is connected 
ZitK tKe incUease oI tUaininJ IoU staII and� 
´:Ken is it anticiSated tKat Ze·ll be Iully 
selI�suIficient in tKat UesSect"µ
560 %uildinJ &onsultants 3Uesident 

Gerald Moore was named the CBO in 
6eStePbeU ���� IoU a tZo�yeaU SeUiod� 
$ccoUdinJ to an aJUeePent betZeen 560 
and North Perth, Moore will act in the ca-
pacity as CBO, until someone can be hired 
to ZoUN undeU tKe PuniciSality�
McMullen said the outside services will 

be needed until tKe end oI tKe yeaU� iI not 
lonJeU� 
“We will be in a position to want external 

seUYices IoU coPSle[ buildinJs IoU soPe 
tiPe�µ sKe UeSlied� ´7Kose aUe PoUe UaUe 
tySes oI aSSlications and do UeTuiUe a SUet-
ty sSeciali]ed set oI e[SeUtise� %ut IoU tKe 

day�to�day stuII� Ze·Ue in a Sosition noZ 
where the plan examinations and inspec-
tions aUe KaSSeninJ laUJely in�Kouse�µ
6Ke anticiSates tKis PontK Zill see a siJ-

nificant Ueduction in 560 seUYices�
´:e·Ue Must finisKinJ a couSle oI coP-

Sle[ buildinJs aUound toZn UiJKt noZ�µ 
0c0ullen said� ´6o Ze Zill KaYe soPe 
consultinJ Iees IoU tKeP ZitK UesSect to 
insSections coPinJ IoU tKe ne[t couSle oI 
PontKs�µ 
6Ke added tKat tKe actual issuinJ oI SeU-

mits is completed by the CBO, which will 
have to be outsourced until McMullen be-
coPes Iully Tualified and aSSointed to tKe 
&%2 Sosition lateU tKis yeaU� 
5otKZell asNed iI tKe Iees IoU tKe PoUe 

complex buildings cover the additional 
e[Senses� 
McMullen explained that in 2024 the de-

SaUtPent Zill be UeYieZinJ tKe Iee stUuc-
tuUe� 
´:e KaYe a Iee UeYieZ unIoldinJ and Ze 

will be having a public meeting coming up 
IaiUly sKoUtly in tKe sSUinJtiPe� and tKat·s 
very important because the revenue gen-
eUated IUoP Iees is Peant to be on a cost 
UecoYeUy basis and tKose Iees KaYen·t been 
cKanJed since �����µ sKe said� 

Consultant, training fees 
contribute to 2023 building 
department shortfall in NP

Continued from front
conceUned tKat iI tKeUe·s 

no time limits, it could be 
a Sotential conÁict�µ Ke 
said� 
Thompson said it is his 

hope to mirror what is 
ongoing in other loca-
tions, which would allow 
$79s on tUails beIoUe �� 
S�P�
´, tKinN you PiJKt sKoUt-

en that down a little bit, 
so it·s not IuUtKeU into tKe 
evening hours, just to be 
a little PoUe saIeU�µ Ke Ue-
Slied�
7KoPSson sSoNe IuUtKeU 

about tUail saIety and tKe 
2)$79 7Uail :aUden 
3UoJUaP� a couUse oI-
IeUed to YolunteeUs�  
“Wardens can stop rid-

eUs and cKecN SeUPits oU 
cKecN IoU tKose not Uid-
inJ saIely�µ Ke e[Slained� 
´:aUdens can enIoUce 
tKose Uules� but oI couUse 
they can only do so much 
without contacting bylaw 
oU 233�µ
Thompson said he has 

taNen tKe ZaUden SUo-
gram and another direc-
tor in the North Perth 
club Zill be as Zell� +e 
estimated there would be 
anywhere between two 
and ten wardens on the 
tUail at any tiPe� 
´6o you belieYe tKat 

your club has the capa-
bility and availability to 
provide wardens to the 
tUail�µ Tuestioned 0ayoU 
7odd .asenbeUJ� 
.asenbeUJ also asNed 

about tKe eIIoUts to SUo-
tect pedestrians and cy-
clists�
Thompson said there 

will be yield to pedestri-
an, stop, and speed limit 

signage posted during the 
$79 season� +e added 
that speed limits would 
UanJe betZeen �� NP�K 
and �� NP�K�
´7Ke +uUon 6KoUes &lub 

uses a multi-use trail, as 
Zell�µ Ke said� ´:e see 
PoUe cyclists� KiNeUs� 
SeoSle ZalNinJ tKeiU 
dogs more than actual 
$79s Post oI tKe tiPe� 
and eYeUybody SeUIectly 
Nind oI PesKes toJetK-
eU« :e Zould liNe to 
PiUUoU tKeiU oSeUation�µ
&oun� $llan 5otKZell 

asNed iI tKis is a yeaU�
Uound SUoSosed use oI 
tKe tUails and iI tKeUe 
would be overlap with 
the snowmobile club’s 
oSeUation�
“It would not be used 

while the snowmobiles 
aUe out�µ 7KoPSson said� 
“We are planning be-
tZeen 0ay � uS to tKe 
end oI 2ctobeU oU eaUly 
1oYePbeU�µ 
5otKZell also asNed 

about tKe nuPbeU oI 
$79s e[Sected to use tKe 
1oUtK 3eUtK 7Uail� 
“We have around 20 or 

�� PePbeUs oI ouU oZn�µ 
7KoPSson UeSlied� ´$s 
IoU tKe nuPbeU tKat could 
be coming here, that is up 
in tKe aiU�µ
+e e[Slained tKat iI tKe 

North Perth Trail con-
nected to tKe +uUon 
6KoUes tUail netZoUN� it 
Zould incUease tKe bacN�
and�IoUtK tUaIfic� 
In his presentation, 

Thompson explained 
that there are 286,000 
$79s and side�by�sides 
in 2ntaUio� $ccoUdinJ 
to the Moto Canada and 
Canada Quad Coun-

cil 2023 Economic and 
7ouUisP ,PSact 6tudy� 
UideUs tooN ������� day 
tUiSs outside oI tKeiU lo-
cal region in Ontario in 
2022, and 230,500 multi-
day tUiSs outside oI tKeiU 
local region in Ontario 
in ����� 7Ke total $79�
related tourism spending 
in Ontario in 2022 was 
������������� 
2)$79 is Pade uS oI 

23 clubs across the prov-
ince� ZitK ����� NP oI 
insuUed tUails� 
Each club has 

����������� liability in-
suUance IoU tUails� and 
signage provided, and is 
Iunded tKUouJK SeUPit 
sales� 3eUPits aUe ���� 
IoU an annual Sass� ZitK 
�� SeU cent oI tKe SeUPit 
price going to the local 
club� 
“Obviously, it’s really 

iPSoUtant tKat Ze NeeS 
tKe tUail saIe IoU all useUs� 
esSecially tKose on Ioot� 
and so I’m wondering 
how that would impact a 
PuniciSality IUoP a lia-
bility standSoint�µ &oun� 
6aUaK %la]eN asNed� 
Kasenberg suggested 

asNinJ staII IoU a UeSoUt 
as IolloZ�uS to 7KoPS-
son·s deleJation� 
&oun� 0att 5icKaUdson 

made that motion and 
said he is “generally in 
suSSoUt oI tKe idea�µ
´2n one Kand� , NnoZ 

tKe tUaIfic isn·t substan-
tial, but in the winter 
time we currently allow 
the snowmobiles to uti-
li]e tKe tUail�µ Ke said� 
“I’m generally in support 
oI tKe idea but , looN IoU-
ZaUd to tKe staII UeSoUt 
tKat is IoUtKcoPinJ�µ

LOCAL NEWS

Council discusses potential 
ATV usage on Listowel-
Atwood leg of NP Trail

C ory B ilyea Photos
( Ab ov e)  J amie W arren ( centre)  played some toe-tapping tunes 
at the L istow el R oyal C anadian L egion B ranch 2 5 9  on S unday, 
March 2 4  during his afternoon matinee show . W arren’ s daugh-
ter, rising musician K aty Topham, made a surprise appearance 
at the show , graciously accepting an inv itation from her dad 
to sing a couple of songs w ith him and his accompaniment, 
J eremy W illiams ( left) . ( I nset)  W arren’ s littlest fan, his grand-
daughter Z eta w ith her mom.

SPECIAL TO THE BANNER

/,672:(/ ² $ccoUdinJ to a 0aUcK �� 
release, the obstetrics department at the 
/istoZel 0ePoUial +osSital Zill be teP-
SoUaUily closed until Pid�6eStePbeU ����� 
´6i[ oI eiJKt Iull�tiPe UeJisteUed nuUses 

in our Obstetrics Department will soon be 
oII on PateUnity leaYe�µ tKe Uelease IUoP 
tKe /istoZel :inJKaP +osSitals $lliance 
stated� ´7Ke KosSital� SKysicians� nuUses 
and midwives supporting obstetrical care 
in Listowel are all extremely passionate 

about this program, and are strongly com-
mitted to reopening as soon as we have 
suIficient staIfinJ�µ
7Ke Uelease IuUtKeU stated Satients and 

IaPilies sKould e[Sect to KaYe conYeUsa-
tions with their primary care or obstetrics 
providers regarding their options during 
tKe tePSoUaUy seUYice inteUUuStion� 
´:e aUe IoUtunate to KaYe a younJ� dedi-

cated JUouS oI staII tKat KaYe cKosen to 
liYe� ZoUN and Uaise a IaPily in ouU coP-
Punity� :e Zill be bacN�µ tKe Uelease stat-
ed in closinJ�

Listowel hospital obstetrics 
ZaUd to close IoU si[ PontKs

SPECIAL TO THE BANNER

/,672:(/ ² $s oI 
0aUcK ��� Uesidents and 
visitors to Listowel and 
+anoYeU can oUdeU deliY-
eUy IUoP tKeiU IaYouUite 
restaurants as well as ev-
eryday essentials includ-
ing groceries, alcohol, pet 
supplies and more on Uber 
(ats� 
7Ke SoSulaU Iood deliY-

ery app is now available 
in over 300 cities across 
the country, and expanding 
rapidly as more Canadians 
Uely on tKe conYenience oI 
KoPe deliYeUy� 
´$s cities and toZns 

across Canada grapple 
with challenging macro-
economic trends, Uber 

(ats oIIeUs local Uestau-
rants a new way to connect 
with hungry customers 
and local delivery people 
to PaNe deliYeUy Iast and 
easy� 2uU e[Sansion into 
/istoZel and +anoYeU also 
means that we’re creating 
Áe[ible eaUninJ oSSoUtu-
nities IoU SeoSle IUoP all 
ZalNs oI liIe ZKo cKoose 
to deliYeU on tKe SlatIoUP�µ 
e[Slained .eeUtKana 5anJ� 
corporate communications 
lead IoU 8beU &anada in a 
Uelease on 0aUcK ��� 
2YeU tKe last IeZ yeaUs� 

the app has grown rapidly 
ZitK JUoss booNinJs in-
creasing six times over in 
&anada IUoP ���� to ����� 
7o oUdeU IUoP tKe aSS� 

simply download the Uber 

Eats app and sign in using 
your existing Uber account 
or sign up to create a new 
one� 1e[t� cKoose ZKeUe to 
deliYeU to ² be it ZoUN oU 
KoPe� 7Ken� bUoZse local 
UestauUants oU seaUcK IoU 
ZKat you need deliYeUed� 
You pay with your credit 
card through the app, then 
you can tUacN youU oUdeU 
to see ZKen it Jets SicNed 
up and when it will be de-
liYeUed� )inally� you can 
rate your experience with 
tKe deliYeUy and Tuality oI 
SUoducts deliYeUed� 
To register as a local res-

tauUant tKat Zould liNe to 
partner with the delivery 
app, visit KttSs���ZZZ�
ubeUeats�coP�UestauUant�
signup� 

Uber Eats now available in Listowel
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LISTOWEL – The Hamilton Ti-
ger-Cats selected eight Canadian  
players in the May 1 Canadian 
Football League (CFL) draft – in-
cluding 6’5”, 246-pound defensive 
lineman Luke Brubacher from Lis-
towel who was drafted 16th overall 
in round two.
Brubacher told Midwestern News-

papers in a May 6 phone call that 
getting drafted to the Tiger-Cats 
“feels incredible.”
“I would have been happy to get 

drafted anywhere, but Hamilton 
was kind of my number one spot 
that I wanted to go to,” he said.
“That workout was amazing for 

sure, especially being close to 
home… so my family and friends, 
everyone can come out to the games 
[and] I think that’d be pretty special 
so I’m super happy about that.”

Continued on page 12

Brubacher 
drafted by 
Tiger-Cats

May 12th

K elsey B ent photo
GROUNDBREAKING - A group made up of representativ es of the MAP 5 9  fundraising committee, Municipality of North Perth, S hift L andscaping Architec-
ture, and H orst E x cav ating I nc. b roke round on May 6 at the site of the tragic 1 9 5 9  collapse of the arena w hich claimed the liv es of eight, and inj ured 1 3 . 

KELSEY BENT
kb ent@ midw esternnew spapers.com

LISTOWEL – At the May 6 
ceremonial groundbreaking of 
the Memorial Arena Park ‘59 
(MAP 59) project, all those in 
attendance shared the sentiment 
the event felt like a full-circle 
moment. 
Jerry Rozendal, chair of the 

MAP 59 fundraising committee 
said he was very excited to see 
this project come to fruition, and 
under budget. 

“The support for the project, I 
believe, is at the grassroots of 
the community,” he said. “When 
this happened back in 1959, it 
was obviously a tragedy, but the 
importance of getting it going 
right now is that the survivors 
and the parents of the survivors 
are, you know, getting elderly 
and I feel they need to see some-
thing that is a memorial on the 
site of the tragedy.”
On Saturday, February 28, 1959 

at 9:27 a.m. the roof and walls 
collapsed in the rink section of 

the arena while a peewee hock-
ey game was underway. Eight 
were killed, 13 were injured. 
According to the Map 59 page 

on the municipality’s website, of 
those who were on the ice and 
in the players’ box, only two 
climbed out of the debris un-
harmed. 
“In recognition of this trag-

edy, we are building a park on 
the site of the former Listowel 
Memorial Arena to commemo-
rate the families and community 
members affected,” the website 

states.
North Perth Mayor Todd Kas-

enberg explained that council 
had a tough decision to make 
several years ago, in terms of 
what to do with the former arena 
building after the Steve Kerr 
Memorial Arena was built.
“We took our time, we took 

care and council has engaged 
confidently but cautiously as 
well, to make sure that this is a 
space that all will enjoy in this 
community,” he said. 

Continued on page 10

Ground broken on MAP 59 project

KELSEY BENT
kb ent@ midw esternnew spapers.com

NORTH PERTH – After a delegation of lo-
cals, and the presentation of a staff report to 
an at-capacity galley, council decided to col-
lect further public feedback through an on-
line survey regarding ATV use of a portion 
of the North Perth Trail Network. 
North Perth Manager of Facilities Jeff 

Newell explained a survey will be posted to 
the North Perth Your Say website, once cre-
ated, and public feedback will be collected 
for two weeks before the data is presented to 
council the following month. 
When asked after the meeting, Newell an-

ticipated the survey to be posted roughly 
one week after the May 6 council meeting. 
Coun. Matt Duncan asked that the survey 

include a question about the public’s inter-

est in a six-month trial period, where ATVs 
would be allowed trail use. 
The conversation regarding allowing ATVs 

(which would include four-wheelers and the 
larger side-by-sides) to use the trail in North 
Perth was initiated at the March 18 council 
meeting when the North Perth and District 
ATV Club asked for council’s consideration. 
Following the delegation, council directed

Continued on page 2

North Perth to collect public feedback through 
online survey regarding ATVs on trails



Page 2 - Thursday, May 9, 2024 - The Listowel Banner

Delegation of locals, council discuss potential ATV trail use
Continued from front

staff to prepare a report on 
considerations and logis-
tics related to the ask. 
The North Perth and Dis-

trict ATV Club proposed 
using a section of the trail 
beginning east of Henfryn, 
through Atwood, north to 
Listowel, and ending at the 
commercial location at the 
south end of Listowel on 
Barnett Street.
Mary Cardinal and Kim-

berly and Peter Hammerm-
ueller took to the podium at 
the May 6 meeting to voice 
their concerns associated 
with allowing ATVs to use 
the trail, especially the por-
tion of the trail near the vil-
lage of Henfryn. 
One delegate spoke of 

the negative environmen-
tal impacts ATVs have 
on trails and surrounding 
green spaces. 
“The three major impacts 

are air and water pollution, 
soil erosion and vegetation 
damage as well as distur-
bance of wildlife habitat,” 
Kimberly Hammemueller 
shared from a study on the 
ATV Loans Canada web-
site. 
“This is our trail and part 

of our community that is 
so beneficial and necessaUy 
for our well-being, it is an 
amazing green space and 
we believe it needs to stay 
this way.”

Staff report
The staff report presented 

to council last Monday 
sought to answer ques-
tions regarding safety, trail 

maintenance, the Trail 
Warden program, funding, 
multi-trail use relationships 
and insurance, with infor-
mation shared by the On-
tario Federation of ATVs 
(OFATV) and the North 
Perth and District ATV 
Club. 
According to the report, 

the trails would be main-
tained as it is needed and to 
municipal standards. Fund-
ing for trail maintenance is 
available through a portion 
of permit fees from club 
memberships. The club is 
financially suSSoUted by 
members with an annual 
fee of $150, of which $65 
goes directly to the lo-
cal club. Funds outside of 
memberships include fun-
draisers and sponsorships. 
The report stated that 

should trail maintenance 
exceed available funds, 
grant opportunities would 
be pursued through 
OFATV. 
“If the trail repair quote 

exceeds available funds, 
then the repair cannot be 
done at that time,” Newell 
wrote in his report.
Coun. Neil Anstett asked 

for more information. 
“Are you saying the trail 

would just not be repaired 
or would the municipality 
take on those costs?” he 
asked. 
Newell explained that the 

municipality would have to 
repair the trail because it is 
a municipal asset.
“We do have trail mainte-

nance expenses currently 
… but the idea is that the 

club would try to maintain 
the trails, but if we needed 
to get them up to our stan-
dards then we would have 
to do that,” he said.
Newell further explained 

that it would be regular 
trail maintenance, but more 
of it. 
In his report, Newell 

wrote maintenance of the 
trail would be completed 
by volunteers and include 
trail surface repairs and 
grooming as well as tree 
trimming. 
“As the municipality is 

the landowner; if the club 
disregards the satisfac-
tion of repairs laid out by 
the municipality, then the 
club could potentially lose 
the privilege of trail use 
on municipality lands,” he 
wrote. “The club can nego-
tiate with the municipality, 
but ultimately the munici-
pality has the last say. This 
same can also be said for 
other landowners.”

Trail Wardens, 
complaints
According to the staff re-

port, a team of visually 
identifiable 7Uail :aUdens 
would monitor trail use and 
educate users of Ontario 
regulations, the Highways 
Act, Ontario Off-Road Ve-
hicles Act, local bylaws, 
OFATV policies, local club 
policies, as well as encour-
aging non-compliant riders 
to purchase a trail pass.
“The current method of 

enforcing trail use is done 
through trail users and 
landowners contacting the 

OPP,” Newell wrote. “It 
is felt that trail wardens 
Zould be an added benefit 
to increase safety and prop-
er trail use. It is noted that 
trail wardens do not have 
tKe ability to issue fines�µ
With regard to responding 

to complaints, the report 
states that the president of 
the North Perth ATV Club 
is noUPally tKe fiUst Soint oI 
contact for any landowner 
that would like to lodge a 
complaint. However, if it is 
a law-breaking infraction, 
police or municipal bylaw 
oIficeUs Pay be contacted 
fiUst�
“Staff have received a 

great deal of feedback re-
garding the proposed ATV 
use on trails,” Newell told 
council. “It should be noted 
that ATV users, who are not 
members of the local club, 
are currently using the trail 
system without permission 
at this time.”
Coun. Sarah Blazek asked 

for clarity on liability.
“If we were to allow ATV 

usage on the trail and heav-
en forbid someone on an 
ATV, or using the trail for 
another reason is injured 
by an ATV, what is the po-
tential for the corporation 
of North Perth to be held 
liable,” she asked. 
Newell explained that the 

municipality would likely 
be named in any legal ac-
tion as the property owner, 
regardless of liability. 
According to the report, 

the ATV club carries $15 
million in third-party li-
ability insurance; however, 
it is not common to list 
municipalities on the insur-
ance policy. 
“Normally, insurance 

ceUtificates aUe IoU SUiYate 
landowners or leased land, 
unless an agreement or 
memorandum of under-
standinJ sSecifies tKat it is 
required,” Newell wrote.
Blazek pressed on to ask 

if their insurance would 
only protect those who are 
members of the club. New-
ell said he could not answer 
that.

Current ATV policy
According to Newell’s 

report, ATVs are currently 
allowed on North Perth 
roads, except for Main 
Street, Tremaine Ave., the 
Highway 23 roundabout, 
Wallace Ave. and Line 84 
in Listowel; Main Street, 
Monument Road and Ar-
thur Street in Atwood; 
and, Madison Street West, 
Winstenlet Street, Scade 
Street, and Market Street in 
Monkton. 
Also stated in the report 

was that the nearby Mu-
nicipality of Huron East 
council recently voted to 
not permit ATVs on their 
trail near Henfryn. 
“This will cause a chal-

lenge as the requested ATV 
trail use indicates that the 
North Perth Trail continues 
through to Henfryn,” New-
ell explained. 
Coun. Allan Rothwell 

asked for more information 
about Huron East’s motion 
to not allow ATV trail use. 
“If ATVs were allowed on 

the (North Perth) trail, we 
would need to stop them 
and either have a turn-
around at that half-kilo-
metre mark, which would 
be diIficult because oI tKe 
width of the trail, before 
they get on the Huron East 

property,” Newell said. 
During the delegation, 

there were concerns raised 
based on the information 
shared in the staff report, 
sSecifically on tUail ZidtK�
Peter Hammermueller 

said trail width examples 
from Chatham/Kent, for a 
multi-use non-motorized 
trail is between 2.4 metres 
and 3m. He added that oth-
er municipalities require a 
minimum of 1.5m ranging 
to a preferred two or more 
metres, for one-way travel 
for one ATV. 
“You’re looking at a 

multi-use trail with bikers, 
cyclists, runners, walkers, 
as well as baby carriages 
and children and you’re 
asNinJ IoU tZo�Zay tUaIfic 
with not even the minimum 
trail width that is required,” 
Hammermueller said. 
According to Newell’s re-

port, trail width would be 
identified in an aJUeePent 
between the municipality 
and the North Perth ATV 
Club. The report listed ex-
amples of maximum trail 
width between 54 inches, 
62”, and 65”. 
“This would prohibit full-

size vehicles like trucks 
from using the trails,” 
Newell wrote. “The stan-
dard width of the current 
North Perth Trails varies 
from 50” to 62”.”
Another current policy 

mentioned in the report 
was the Municipality of 
North Perth’s Parks and 
Recreation Services Mas-
ter Plan, which states that 
the trail is, mostly used for 
walking, running, and bik-
ing and is a popular route 
for snowmobiling in the 
winter months. The master 
plan also states “‘To pre-
serve the trails’ condition 
and limit path destruction 
for users, all-terrain vehi-
cles are not permitted.
“Opening the trail to mo-

torized vehicles is not 
necessary, isn’t socially 
responsible, such a deci-
sion is not a progressive 
change, nor is it in the in-
terest of the current rail us-
ers,” Mary Cardinal said in 
closing. 

NORTH PERTH – One person has died 
following a motor vehicle collision in the 
Municipality of North Perth on the eve-
ning of May 1.
At approximately 11:30 p.m., the Perth 

County Ontario Provincial Police (OPP), 
along with Perth County Paramedic Ser-
vices and the North Perth Fire Department, 
responded to a serious motor vehicle col-
lision on Line 72, east of Perth Road 158, 
North Perth. 
A passenger vehicle and an off-road ve-

hicle had collided.
One occupant of the off-road vehicle, 

a 70-year-old from Toronto, was pro-
nounced deceased at the scene. The driver 
of the passenger vehicle was transported to 
hospital with non-life-threatening injuries.

The investigation is ongoing, and mem-
beUs oI tKe :est 5eJion 233 7UaIfic ,n-
cident Management and Enforcement 
(TIME) Team are assisting Perth County 
OPP with the investigation.
The area of Perth Line 72 between Perth 

Road 158 and Road 154 was closed tem-
prarily for the protection of emergency re-
sponders and to facilitate the investigation.
Anyone with information regarding this 

or any incident is asked to call the OPP at 
1-888-310-1122 or online at www.opp.ca/
reporting. 
To remain anonymous call Crime Stop-

pers at 1-800-222-8477 (TIPS) or leave 
an anonymous online message at www.
P3tips.com. Tip providers may be eligible 
to receive a cash reward of up to $2,000.

Fatal off-road vehicle collision in North Perth

LISTOWEL – The North 
Perth Chamber of Com-
merce’s annual spring 
event is back. 
The much anticipated Lis-

towel Lifestyle Show is 
returning to the Steve Kerr 
Memorial Complex May 
10 and 11. 
New to the show this year 

is the Artisan Showcase, 
which will feature skilled 

craft workers and their ma-
terial objects made partly 
or entirely by hand. 
The show boasts over 50 

vendors, all displaying a 
variety of products and 
services. Over 1500 people 
are expected to attend. 
Food and refreshments 

will be offered by the Lis-
towel Legion ladies, and 
Dairy Queen will be selling 

Dilly Bars at the welcome 
doors. 
The event runs May 10, 4 

to 9 p.m., and May 11, 9 to 
3 p.m. Admission is free. 
Donations of non-per-

ishable items for the local 
Salvation Army Food Bank 
are gratefully accepted.
For event information and 

a full list of vendors, visit 
npchamber.com.

Listowel’s Lifestyle Show returns with over 50 vendors

OFATV Photo
A discussion in-
cluding council 
and concerned 
citizens took 
place at the May 
6  meeting, re-
garding the use 
of ATVs on a 
portion of the 
North Perth Trail. 
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MELANIE KOCH NICHOL
Minister’ s D esk

I know some days are rough. Even some 
weeks. Some seasons. Some years. 
And following Jesus is by no means a 

promise of rainbows and unicorns. Our 
worlds and hearts get rocked by illness, 
broken relationships, accidents, empti-
ness, mental health waves that hit like 
tsunamis. Death. 
So when I read that the earliest follow-

eUs oI ´tKe :ayµ �tKat·s ZKat tKe fiUst 
centuUy 5oPans fiUst called &KUistians� 
said that Jesus is at work making all 
things new, I have to admit it can be a bit 
confusing. Some people I know have the 
courage to ask – “Really? Sure doesn’t 
look like the world is turning around 
right now!”
If what they said in their writings about 

-esus beinJ *od in tKe ÁesK� and taNinJ 

His rightful place as King of the world, 
and starting to build His Kingdom here 
and now is true . . . why so much broken 
still?  
On the one hand, the bad stuff keeps 

happening – to me, because of me, in my 
community and nation, and around the 
world. Kids dying of starvation. Fami-
lies ÁeeinJ IUoP ZaU and IaPine� 5e-
lationships torn by jealousy, bitterness, 
and painful memories. People hating and 
hurting others who are different. Kids I 
know homeless or getting bullied. For-
ests burning. Death is knocking at the 
door of the people we love.
Sometimes honestly, it’s a bit much. 

Right? 
%ut ZKen tKe fiUst IolloZeUs oI -esus 

saw what happened to Jesus on the cross, 
saw Him resurrected, and learned from 
+iP ZKat it all Peant� tKey say tKat fiUst 
(asteU Zas tKe fiUst day oI tKe neZ cUe-

ation. That His life after death shows 
what God wants to do and is doing with 
ALL the broken things in this world. 
And that. That is the most hopeful thing 

I’ve ever heard. 
That the ways we keep building war-

heads and weapons of mass destruction 
can be turned to peace.
That the divisions and partisanships 

and disappointments and fears we hold 
in ways that begin to destroy each other 
can be brought reconciliation and integ-
rity.
That the hurting and vulnerable ones in 

our community and world who didn’t 
stand a chance because of what they had 
to suUYiYe can beJin to be saIe and find 
wholeness and hope.
7Kat out oI alienation and selfisKness 

and selI�suIficiency Ze aUe called into 
communities where we learn to forgive, 
love, and serve each other amidst ALL 

our differences. 
That the pieces broken in us since we 

were little kids – the ones we built walls 
around to protect and defend the little 
ones that shouldn’t have been hurt. We 
can be free. 
That our earth, literally sick of carbon 

can begin to be restored. 
7Kat eYen tKe finality oI deatK Kas no 

power over the crackling Life Force that 
is capable of resurrection. 
They say that somehow as we turn our 

lives to HIM and learn our King’s ways, 
we begin to get in on life to the full. 
Old things made new. Broken restored. 
Death turned into life. 
Fact is, I don’t see anyone or anything 

else capable of making all things new. 
Do you? They say the whole earth is 
groaning for the freedom that Jesus has 
begun. Tell you the truth, I believe it – 
we all still need Jesus.

The most hopeful thing I’ve ever heard

RACHEL HAMMERMUELLER 
rhammer@ midw esternnew spapers.com

LISTOWEL - Wes and Marj Lambert do not want All-
7eUUain 9eKicles �$79s� in tKeiU bacNyaUd� 
The couple live on Barnett Street in Listowel, a short 

walk from the North Perth multi-use trail. 
For the past week, Marj and Wes have been collecting 

opposing signatures as part of their petition against ATV 
use of the trail. As of June 6, the petition had over 200 
signatures. 
The Banner reported in May that discission on the pro-

posed use of ATVs (including four-wheelers and larger 
side�by�sides� on local tUails Zas initiated at a 0aUcK 
18 council meeting by the North Perth and District ATV 
&lub� &ouncil asNed IoU a staII UeSoUt on saIety� IundinJ 
and maintenance considerations and logistics, which was 
then followed by a two-week online and paper communi-
ty survey, the results of which have not been made public 
but will be this summer. A delegation opposing permitting 
ATVs came to council on May 6. 
7Ke SUoSosed use by tKe $79 &lub is a section oI tUail 

beginning east of Henfryn, through Atwood, north to Lis-
towel, ending at a commercial lot on Barnett street. 
That proposal included a new addition to the trail built 

on municipal land beginning just before the trail meets 
Riverview Drive and running west behind nine single-
detached houses on Barnett Street, which runs south of 
Walmart to Highway 23. This part of the proposal was 
confiUPed by -eII 1eZell� PanaJeU� Iacilities at 0unici-
pality of North Perth by phone to the Banner.  
Shawn Thompson, president of North Perth and District 

$79 &lub� told tKe Banner that the proposed new portion 
of the trail would be funded by the club and be laid with 
stone dust, akin to the existing municipal trail. 
According to the staff report presented to council in May, 

trails will be maintained as needed to municipal standards. 
The funding for trail maintenance is available through a 
portion of permit fees from club memberships, the report 
stated, until those funds run out. 
7Ke club is financially suSSoUted by PePbeUs ZitK an 

annual fee of $150, of which $65 goes directly to the local 
club. Funds outside of memberships include fundraisers, 
sponsorships and OFATV grant opportunities. As of now 
according to Thompson, the club has close to 80 mem-
bers.
Newell explained to council that the municipality would 

have to repair the trail because it is a municipal asset, pre-
sumably when ATV funds run out.  
The North Perth Transportation Master Plan approved by 

council on May 6 includes a $5.2 million investment in 
trails in the future.
The Lamberts explained that this proposed trail addition 

is 100 yards from their backyard, and runs through an area 

tKat Áoods yeaU Uound� 7Ke aUea is dense ZitK lonJ JUass� 
woodland, and river-bank growth. Deer, fox, and other 
wildlife are often seen on the stretch of land, the couple 
continue. 
“That little green space is so beautiful, it’s just like our 

cottage,” Wes expressed. 
Wes and Marj’s petition was invoked by their safety 

concerns of ATVs being on a trail populated by walkers, 
strollers, bikers, joggers, dog-walkers, and children. Marj 
e[SUessed sSecific ZoUUy IoU tKe saIety oI PotKeUs ZitK 
children, and children playing along the river banks. 
Additionally, noise pollution is a concern on a trail close 

to residences populated by seniors. 
The Lamberts respect those who ride ATVs, and nor-

mally do not oppose them, but are worried about those 
who do not follow the rules if allowed on the trail in such 
proximity to residences and a trail so highly populated by 
people.
Local residents claim to have already seen ATVs illegally 

using the trail and speeding as recently as last week, and 
are worried about that increased occurrence if the trail be-
comes open to all ATVs. 
According to the staff report, to combat this the ATV 

&lub Zould enlist identifiable 7Uail :aUdens� SUesuPably 
members of the club, who would monitor trail use and 
educate users of Ontario regulations, the Highways Act, 
Ontario Off-Road Vehicles Act, local bylaws, OFATV 
policies, local club policies, as well as encouraging non-
compliant riders to purchase a trail pass.
A local man who lives on Barnett Street and walks his 

dog every day on the trail expressed his “major concerns” 
for safety and noise.
“I’m not against ATVs,” he explained to the Banner, “Just 

in residential areas.” He worries about the effectiveness 
of these wardens who “have no authority” in a scenario 
where they educate a kid who is going to be told to slow 
down and they “just keep going, and I wouldn’t blame 
them[...]You don’t go through where people are walking – 
that would just be too unsafe.” He is also concerned about 
ATVs passing through late at night. 
Another daily trail-user explained this trail was the only 

safe place she could walk and heal following a hip re-
placement. She worries that the trail will not be a safe 
option for future users in similar circumstances if council 
approves ATV usage. 
The Lamberts say they see a variety of people using the 

trail daily, like residents from Riverview Park Retirement 
Residence nearby, children walking home from school, 
and neZ iPPiJUants to &anada� ZKo tKey ZoUUy Zill not 
have a full understanding of what ATVs will mean to their 
walking commute due to English being their second lan-
guage. This is based on those Wes and Marj have com-
municated with on the trail. 
“That’s what has us very, very concerned,” Wes says. “A 

lot of seniors use it and they’re awfully big machines that 
can go terribly fast. I’m not saying they’re all bad. But it 
only takes one.” 
According to Newell’s report, ATVs are currently allowed 

on North Perth roads, except for Main Street, Tremaine 
Ave., the Highway 23 roundabout, Wallace Ave. and Line 
84 in Listowel; Main Street, Monument Road and Arthur 
Street in Atwood; and, Madison Street West, Winstenlet 
Street, Scade Street, and Market Street in Monkton. 
The Lamberts are considering reaching out to other news 

outlets to spread the word. They will also be at the trail-
head on Riverview drive to continue collecting signatures.

Listowel residents petition against proposed ATV trail 

R achel H ammermueller photos
From ab ov e:  The v iew  from the trail tow ards w oodland w here 
new  proposed trail addition w ould run b ehind residences on 
B arnett S treet;  v iew  of the b ackyard of W es and Marj  on B ar-
nett S treet, facing w oodland w here proposed trail ex tension 
w ould run.  



Thursday, August 15, 2024 $1.50 per copy (includes GST)

Quality Farm Drainage Systems

www.williamsdrainage.com
1-800-565-6478Listowel Banner

Serving the Community since 1866

Listowel Banner

110 MAIN ST. W. LISTOWEL
519-291-1010

OPEN DAILY
Sun – Thurs: 11 a.m. – 12 a.m.

Fri & Sat: 11 a.m. – 1 a.m.

PM43702524

PICK UP/ 
DELIVERY 
519.418.5555
165 Mitchell Rd. S., LISTOWEL

DELIVERY 

SUN - 
THURS
11 AM 
- 11PM
FRI 
& SAT 
11AM 
- 1AM

Jake Wiebe   519-572-0518
wieberust@gmail.com

 6045 Line 87, Listowel, Ontario

Industrial or Residential
Since 1999

Quality Rust Control for
New & Used Vehicles -

Any Make & Model
Patrick R aftis photos

Hayden Newbigging has her face painted by Destiny Sokolan of Butterfly Brushes at the Listowel BIA 
Block Party on Aug. 9. The event – which closed Argyle Avenue between Main Street and Inkerman 
Street – also included bounce castles, balloon animals and live music.

KELSEY BENT
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter
kbent@midwesternnewspapers.com

PERTH COUNTY - Co-chairs 
of the Stratford General Hospi-
tal Foundation’s capital cam-
paign “In Our Hands” Rick 
Orr and Paul Roulston asked 
Perth County Council to pledge 
$500,000 in an Aug. 1 delega-
tion. 
The $30 million campaign will 

allocate: 
- $15 million to a new cancer 

care and medical clinic with a 
co-located pharmacy;
- $8.5 million to new and re-

placement medical equipment 
throughout the building; 
- $4 million to upgrade lab 

space and improve the equip-
ment within the lab;
- $1 million to the mental 

health ward; 
- $ 1 million to staff training 

and education, and; 

- $0.5 million to the redevel-
opment of our communication 
stations within the patient care 
units. 
The In Our Hands campaign 

launched in 2022, and Roulston 
said, “We’re currently well on 
our way to reaching our goal, 
but Ze need to Jet oYeU tKe final 
hurdle.” 
According to the presentation 

to council, from July 22, 2019 
to July 22, 2024, 1,774 Perth 
County residents have donated 
$1,598,900.89 to the hospital 
foundation. 
“We appreciate the support 

of our Perth County residents 
and thank-you for that, but 
not everyone is able to donate 
on a personal level,” Roulston 
explained. “In the past, in our 
2006 campaign the County of 
Perth pledged $500,000 in sup-
port of that project and today 
we ask Perth County to invest 
at least $500,000 in support 

of Stratford General Hospi-
tal Foundation’s In Our Hands 
Capital campaign.”
According to Roulston, the life 

span of medical equipment is 
eight to ten years.
“We rely on the generosity of 

community members to help 
keep the latest tools and tech-
nologies in the hands of the 
health care professionals so that 
they can continue to provide 
exceptional care,” Roulston 
added.  “Providing these tools 
also helps attract the brightest 
and best physicians to our hos-
pital, they learn on these new 
advanced systems, we want to 
have that in place so they want 
to come to Stratford.”
Coun. Hugh McDermid (Perth 

East) asked how much Perth 
County would have to raise its 
taxes to equal $500,000. Staff 
estimated 2.5 per cent. 
Council passed a motion to re-

ceive the delegation for infor-

mation.

Perth County Care
Stratford General Hospital is 

the region referral centre for 
Perth Huron counties, as well 
as the designated stroke centre.
Orr’s presentation shared 

stats showing how much Perth 
County residents use the Strat-
ford General Hospital: 
- Perth County residents ac-

count for between 11 and 24 
per cent of the care provided 
in the various units at Stratford 
General Hospital. 
- Perth County accounted for 

19% of in patient care. Within 
that 19%, North Perth account-
ed for 8%. 
- Perth County accounted 

for 5,200 visits or 15% of the 
emergency care. Of that 15%, 
North Perth accounted for 2%. 
- Perth County accounted for 

1,700 visits which is 19% of 
the out patient care, of that 

North Perth accounted for 8%. 
- For Cancer care, Perth Coun-

ty had 45 patients in for 289 
visits, which is about 15% of 
the cancer care provided by the 
hospital. Of that North Perth 
accounted for 3%. 
- In obstetrics, Perth County 

had 268 babies born this past 
year in the Stratford hospital. 
Of that North Perth accounted 
for 16% (98). 
- Perth County had 109 pedi-

atric in patients. Of that North 
Perth accounted for 11% (28). 
“Interestingly enough all the 

other cares have been in the 15 
to 19% range, your obstetrics is 
24%,” Orr told council. 

Stratford General Hospital Foundation 
asked Perth County to pledge $500,000

Pledge equates to a 2.5 per cent tax increase

Council denies 
ATV request

KELSEY BENT
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter
kbent@midwesternnewspapers.com

NORTH PERTH - After receiving what was 
perhaps the most community engagement 
it ever has – according to one of council’s 
longest standing councillors – North Perth 
Council voted unanimously to deny the re-
quest to allow ATVs use of the North Perth 
Community Trail at its’ Aug. 12 meeting.
“I’ve been around the council table for 20 

plus years now, and I’ve never received so 
many phone calls, emails, visits; it got to be 
quite a process to try to go grocery shop-
ping,” Coun. Dave Johnston said. “Some-
thing that used to take 20 minutes. You now 
plan on an hour plus, and you got to talk 
about lots of things, but mostly ATVs. So, 
thank you to the public for your care and 
your compassion.”
$IteU fiYe deleJation SUesentations IUoP 

community members, council was presented 
the long-awaited results of the online survey 
posted on Your Say North Perth between 
May 14 and May 31. 
According to the report from Manager of 

Facilities Jeff Newell, the survey received a 
total of 768 responses from the community. 
The online responses (729) represented 95 
per cent of the total number of submissions 
with 39 hard copy responses being collected.
“Residents of North Perth comprised 87.5 

per cent of survey responses with the non-
residents representing a host of different 
municipalities including but not limited to 
Huron East, Perth East, West Perth, Howick 
and Mapleton,” Newell wrote. “The major-
ity of the survey respondents lived in Lis-
towel (57%), Rural areas (18%) Atwood 
(15%), and other (11%).” 
Of those who responded, 22% indicated 

that they own property adjacent to the trail. 
When asked if residents own or use an ATV,
                                    Continued on page 2 
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LISTOWEL - Perth 
County OPP is investigat-
ing an assault that took 
place in Listowel’s west-
end during the early morn-
ing hours of August 10 
that resulted in one person 
with serious injuries.
3eUtK &ounty 233 oIfi-

cers responded to a report 
of an assault that report-
edly took place between 
03:15 a.m. and 03:30 a.m., 
on August 10 at the in-
tersection of Main Street 
West and Mitchell Road 
South in Listowel, a police 
report reads. 
One person was seriously 

injured and was transport-
ed to the local hospital. 
Police are seeking any 

witnesses and dash-cam 
video footage of the in-
cident. To report infor-
mation that may assist 
investigators, contact the 
OPP at #1-888-310-1122, 
Crimestoppers at #1-800-
222-TIPS, or leave a se-
cure web tip at P3TIPS.
com.  

Listowel resident in-
jured in vehicle accident
G U E L P H / E R A M O -

SA- On August 8, at ap-
proximately 2:00 p.m., 
Wellington County OPP 

responded to a serious 
motor vehicle collision on 
Wellington Road 51, north 
of Guelph, where a resi-
dent of Listowel was seri-
ously injured. 
Initial reports indicated 

that a red sedan had left 
the roadway, and the driv-
er was injured, a police re-
port reads.
The lone occupant of the 

vehicle, a 29-year-old res-
ident from Listowel, was 
transported by Orange Air 
Ambulance to a trauma 
centre with life threaten-
ing injuries.
Reconstructionists from 

tKe :est 5eJion 7UaIfic 
Incident Management and 
Enforcement (T.I.M.E.) 
team were expected to 
have the roadway closed 
until late evening.
The cause of the collision 

is still under investigation 
and anyone with informa-
tion related to it is asked to 
call 1-888-310-1122.

Holmesville youth to 
undergo psychiatric as-
sessment
CENTRAL HURON - 

A Holmesville, Ontario 
youth who is accused of 
fiUst deJUee PuUdeU Zill 
undergo psychiatric and 

psychological assessment, 
after a joint submission by 
both the Crown and the 
defense, CTV reports. 
The accused appeared in 

court August 8 via Zoom 
from where he is being 
held in custody. 
On July 2, police and 

emergency crews re-
sponded to an address on 
Cut Line Road in Central 
Huron where a person was 
found, taken to hospital 
and pronounced deceased. 
Huron OPP charged a 

Holmesville youth with 
fiUst�deJUee PuUdeU� 7Ke 
youth cannot be named 
under the Youth Criminal 
Justice Act. 
The next court appear-

ance is scheduled for Sep-
tember 5. 
Police are still seeking 

any witnesses and dash-
cam footage from drivers 
who may have been in the 
area near the Holmesville 
Public School on Cut Line 
Road between 12 p.m. and 
4:15 p.m. on July 2. 
Anyone with information 

can contact Huron County 
OPP at 1-888-310-1122 or 
Crime Stoppers at 1-800-
8477. An online tip can be 
made at ontariocrimestop-
pers.ca.

Assault in Listowel 
results in serious injuries

PERTH COUNTY - Mat-
thew Rae, MPP for Perth-
Wellington, announced the 
opening of nominations for 
King Charles III Corona-
tion Medals. 
The medals are an oppor-

tunity to recognize out-
standing individuals who 
KaYe Pade siJnificant diI-
ferences in their local com-
munities or the country.
“There are so many great 

Ontarians that live in 
Perth-Wellington,” said 
MPP Rae. “I encourage 
all residents to think about 
nominating a deserving in-
dividual in their communi-
ties for a King Charles III 
Coronation Medal.”
In May 2023, the federal 

government announced the 
striking of 30,000 com-
memorative medals for the 
Coronation of His Majesty 
King Charles III, King of 
Canada, a press release 
states. 
 Members of the commu-

nity should consider nomi-
nees for the King Charles 
III Coronation Medal to be 
individuals who have made 
siJnificant contUibutions to 
Canada, Ontario or their 
local communities. For 
e[aPSle� fiUst UesSondeUs�  
frontline workers, veterans 
and veteran organizations, 
community leaders, volun-
teers and more.
Eligible candidates must 

meet the following criteria:

� +aYe Pade siJnificant 
contributions to the coun-
try, Ontario, region or com-
munity, or an achievement 
abroad that brings credit to 
Canada; 
-Reside in Perth-Welling-

ton; and,
- Be alive on May 6 2023. 

The Coronation Medal can 
be bestowed posthumous-
ly, as long as the candidate 
was alive on the date of the 
coronation.
Nominations are open un-

til September 9 and can be 
submitted online at https://
bit.ly/4fEefpq or in-person 
at MPP Rae’s constituency 
offce at 55 Lorne Ave. E, 
Unit 2, Stratford, Ontario.

Nominations open for King 
Charles III Coronation Medals
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43% indicated ‘yes’ and 

57% indicated ‘no’. 
“Fifty-nine respondents 

stated that they were mem-
bers of the North Perth and 
District ATV Club,” New-
ell shared. 
Additionally, most respon-

dents to the survey indicat-
ed that they used the trail 
either weekly or daily.
“One of the more impor-

tant findinJs is tKat ��� 
(438 individuals) are not 
in favour of ATV use of 
a selection of the North 
trail system, while those 
in favour of ATV use on 
the trails represent 43% 
(330 individuals),” New-
ell wrote. “The concept of 
implementing a six-month 
trial period of ATV use 
on the trails indicated that 
54% are not in favour and 
46% feel it is worth imple-
menting.”
Deputy Mayor Doug Kel-

lum also stated he had 71 
people reach out to him, of 
those, three were in favour 
of allowing ATVs on the 
trail. 
Coun. Matt Duncan ex-

plained that public feed-
back, like these survey re-
sults, help council do their 
job. 
“I think our job as council 

is to make a good decision 
for everyone in the com-

munity, and I think it’s 
quite clear what that direc-
tion is,” he said. “I want 
to thank each and every 
person that submitted their 
comments and phone calls 
and emails, because when 
we only get small amounts 
oI IeedbacN it·s diIficult to 
gauge the level of interest 
from the community.”
Additionally, the com-

ments of all open-ended 
questions in the survey 
were shared with council 
in a collective and anony-
mous format in advance 
of the report, which Coun. 
Sarah Blazek said was an 
over 200-page-long docu-
ment. 
“I think it’s really impor-

tant for our community 
members to know that, in 
addition to (Newell’s re-
port), counselors also re-
ceived a more than 200 
page document containing 
every response to the open 
ended questions from that 
survey, so we were able 
to thoroughly review the 
opinions voiced by this 
community, which is won-
derful,” she said. 
According to Newell’s 

report, overall, the senti-
ment among the majority 
of users is against allowing 
ATVs on the trail. 
“They view the trail as 

a valuable community 
resource that should pri-

oritize non-motorized rec-
reational activities and en-
vironmental conservation,” 
Newell wrote. “The poten-
tial risks associated with 
allowing ATVs outweigh 
SeUceiYed benefits IoU Post 
users, who advocate for 
preserving the trail’s cur-
rent peaceful and natural 
character.”
Newell further stated in 

his report that the facili-
ties staff, as a collective, 
are concerned about safety 
of all users, increased cost 
of trail maintenance, and 
preserving a passive, well 
used, recreation amenity.
Additionally, development 

and protective services 
staff indicated that there are 
sSecific and ceUtain cKal-
lenges for municipal by-
law enforcement on North 
Perth Trails. 
“Training, equipment, and 

a policy/penalty system 
are not currently adequate 
to PanaJe PoYinJ tUaIfic 
violations in a pedestrian 
environment all of which 
would require additional 
resources and funding,” 
Newell wrote.
In the closing of his report 

presentation, Newell rec-
ommended council deny 
the request from the North 
Perth and District ATV 
Club for permitted ATV 
trail use on a portion of the
      Continued on page 15

Fifty-seven per cent of those 
surveyed not in favour 

of ATVs using trails




