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Editorial

Editorial

Trudeau needs Boissonnault
scandal like he needs
another hole in the head

rime Minister Justin Trudeau fi-

nally realized the political liability
then-employment minister Randy Bois-
sonnault posed to him and to his em-
battled government when he returned
from the G20 meetings last week. After
defending him on Nov. 19 in Rio de
Janeiro, Trudeau removed Boissonnault
out of cabinet on Nov. 20 in Ottawa. The
allegations just kept piling up and, in
this toxic political environment, there
was no way out.

Boissonnault has been under a neg-
ative media spotlight for months over
possible breach of ethics, and his con-
nections to the firm which he co-owned,
Global Health Imports, a medical
supplies company, and more recently,
about how he has described his family’s
Indigenous history.

First elected in 2015, defeated in
2019, and re-elected in 2021, Boisson-
nault was made a cabinet minister
in the latter year—the only Albertan
at the table. The National Post re-
cently reported that Boissonnault’s
former company described itself as
an Indigenous firm in a 2020 bid for
a government contract. Boissonnault
has blamed his ex-business partner,
Stephen Anderson, for describing the
business as Indigenous. But Indigenous
Services Minister Patty Hajdu also told

a House committee last week that Glob-
al Health Imports has never been listed
in the federal database of Indigenous
companies.

For his part, Boissonnault said his
adopted mother and brother are both
status Métis. But the Liberal Party
listed Boissonnault as one of eight
“Indigenous Liberal candidates”in a
news release in 2015, and, according
to The Globe and Mail, Boissonnault
also described himself as a non-sta-
tus adopted Cree from Alberta in
2018.Two weeks ago, he held a news
conference in Edmonton to apologize
for not being clear about his family’s
history.

Boissonnault is in a hole over this,
over allegations about his business
dealings, and over his apparent lack
of judgment, and it all makes for just
another problem piled onto the Trudeau
government at a time when it really
doesn’t need anymore self-inflicted
problems, especially ones that include
apparent confusion over a cabinet min-
ister’s Indigenous family history.

Boissonnault wants to clear his
name, but that might not happen until
after the next election, and by that time,
it will likely be too late for his federal
political success.
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Letters to the Editor

Any ‘deal’ the West makes with
Putin is uncertain, writes McElroy

Re: “Relaunch advisory group to pre-
pare for Trump’s return, says original
NAFTA Council member,” (The Hill Times,
Nov. 13, by Neil Moss). Canadians must
look over the horizon to the North, and
consider what detente between Donald
Trump’s United States and Vladimir
Putin’s Russia might mean to us. The
world’s longest, undefended border may
well be the one between Canada and
Russia.

At the end of the Second World War,
Franklin Roosevelt pressed extremely
hard on Russia’s dictator Joseph Stalin
to join other countries to form the
United Nations (UN). The goal was to
establish the idea of international law
to prevent such a horrific debacle from
ever happening again. Probably the
most significant part of this agreement
was that it would be illegal for countries
to invade and subjugate other indepen-
dent states.

By way of inducement, Roosevelt even
agreed to grant Russia a seat and a veto
on the UN Security Council. This ar-
rangement actually did stabilize post-war
relations to a considerable degree and
allowed the U.S. and the U.S.S.R. to navi-
gate a path through the Cold War without
having it degrade into a hot one.

But the international situation
changed.The U.S.S.R. broke up in 1991
and released its satellite countries in Eu-
rope, and peace and prosperity seemed to
be the future for both East and West. Cer-
tainly, it improved living conditions in
Eastern Europe and in Russia.

However, as Russia tried to become
a more democratic state, oligarchs
associated with Putin seized control of
Russia. Now Putin apparently wants to
reconstitute the ‘empire’ of the former
U.S.S.R. He pretended to uphold the
tenets of the UN, including not invading
other countries, but has since taken a
different course.

The rest of the world made two big
mistakes that have helped him on his
quest to conquer Europe: they let him
keep the Russian veto on the security
council—even after his invasion of Geor-
gia and Ukraine—and then failed to stop
him.

Clearly, any ‘deal’ the West makes
with Putin is uncertain. Promises and pie
crusts are made to be broken. First Geor-
gia, Donbas and Crimea, then Ukraine,
then Europe—and maybe even Canada, if
NATO falls apart.

Tom McElroy
Toronto, Ont.

Mindless profit-making will destroy
our environment: B.C. reader

'm a fisheries biologist, and I was

born, raised, and educated in Alberta.
It is at times like this that I am happy to
own property in Alberta, but am happi-
er to live in British Columbia where a
greater degree of common sense for our
environment and our children’s future
prevails. Watching the Alberta UCP and
their big oil and gas friends operate is
like watching the last Trump government
in the United States. One can almost see
some entertainment in their irrational be-
haviour, but in our real world and its fu-
ture, their behaviour is totally depressing.

As with many past actions by Alberta

Premier Danielle Smith, her actions are
misleading, and are based on a myopic
view of the environment, our economy,
and societal needs. Her “scrap-the-cap”
campaign is nothing but a Trump and
big oil “drill-baby-drill” mentality, and
their collective denial of the destructive
impacts that fossil fuels are now having
on life on this planet is truly sad. It’s part

of an ideology that advocates growth and
mindless profit-making at any cost.

Recently, our federal Parliament
passed a law to prevent greenwashing ad-
vertising. If Smith’s $7-million advertising
campaign is not greenwashing with its
claims on losses in jobs, the economy and
in oil production, what is misrepresenta-
tion if her claims cannot be proven?

Above all, putting any cap on oil and
gas production emission is not anti-Alber-
ta legislation. Saskatchewan, Maritime
offshore oil, and B.C. could also cry wolf
in that this addresses oil and gas emis-
sions wherever they occur. What the legis-
lation opponents again fail to do is accept
the need to greatly trim all greenhouse
gas emissions, or the future of life on this
planet is at great risk of extinction.

It’s time the Competition Bureau en-
forced its new laws, and force the Alberta
premier to act in a more responsible man-
ner and leave the lying to Donald Trump.

Otto Langer
Richmond, B.C.
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