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Help Write the Next Chapter for Brant’s Main Library

CASANDRA TURNBULL

Managing Editor

On May 28, County of Brant Library
Board Chair Fred Gladding and Vice-
Chair Marilyn Sewell presented the Li-
brary’s 2024 Annual Report to Council—
an encouraging look at the growing value
and reach of library services in our com-
munity.

“In 2025, we will begin important stud-
ies to explore the next chapter for our
main branch, with the goal of identifying a
new space that can meet the growing and
changing needs of our community,” Glad-
ding noted in the report’s introduction.
“Our Board remains deeply committed to
supporting the future of Brant County with
thoughtful planning and vision.”

That future, it seems, is already well un-
derway.

The report tells a story of growth and
impact. There were 118,365 in-person
visits to library branches last year—a 26
per cent increase over 2023. Each of those
visits represents more than a transaction.
They reflect people engaging with ideas,
connecting with neighbours, and access-
ing services that save money and improve
lives. According to estimates, Brant resi-
dents saved over $5.6 million in 2024 by
borrowing books instead of buying them.

And it’s not just about books. It’s about
connections—digital and physical. The li-
brary’s social media presence drew more
than 690,000 online interactions last year.
More than 6,600 people participated in
over 700 events, from author readings to

cosplay celebrations. And a staggering
22,065 children engaged in early literacy
programs—an investment in the cogni-
tive development of our youngest citizens.
Staff also visited local schools 433 times
to promote a love of reading.

For many, the library is also a tech life-
line. In 2024 alone, patrons logged nearly
5,000 computer sessions and dramatically
increased their use of borrowed gear and
gadgets by 46% over the previous year. As
access to technology becomes essential in
everyday life, public libraries remain one
of the last free places to bridge that digital
divide.

These numbers tell a compelling story:
the County of Brant Public Library is not
just keeping pace with growth—it is help-
ing to lead it. That’s why the future of its
main branch matters. As Brant grows, so
too must the infrastructure that supports
learning, creativity, and community con-
nection.

Now, the Library wants to hear from
you.

A public consultation is being held Tues-
day, June 17, from 5 to 8 p.m. in the com-
munity room at the Paris Fairgrounds. Res-
idents are encouraged to meet with CEO
Kelly Bernstein, Chair Fred Gladding, and
representatives from LGA Architectural
Partners to share ideas and dreams for the
future central branch.

This is more than a planning session. It’s
an invitation to help shape the next gener-
ation’s experience of learning, discovery,
and community belonging.

Make your voice heard—because the
story of our library is still being written.
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Buster has a vested interest in the future of the new Main Library Branch. He uses the library
and has suggestions on what services are vital to its growth. Join Buster on Tuesday, June
17 from 5 pm to 8 pm at the Paris Fairgrounds for a public consultation on the project.
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1. Everyone has a story

2. The news should be free for all to enjoy

3. Good news beats bad news

4. A Newspaper should be a community effort (contribute to your local paper!)

5. Newspapers document history

6. Newspapers strengthen communities

7. Advertisers, big or small, should profit from their ads (meaning sensible ad rates)
8. Newspapers should be locally-owned and operated
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WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!
SUBMIT YOUR LETTERS TO THE EDITOR BY EMAILING THEM TO INFO@THEPARISINDEPENDENT.COM




