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Huron County’s Cenotaphs: Preserving the legacies

Local historian shares stories behind Huron County’s iconic War Memorials

CORY BILYEA
chilyea@midwesternnewspapers.com

HURON COUNTY - Local historian
David Yates has written another histori-
cal book. This one is meant to encourage
people not to forget the importance of
their local cenotaphs.

In this latest book, which features photo-
graphs by award-winning photographer
Conrad Kuiper, he has researched and
gathered the stories behind the Ceno-
taphs of Huron County.

“So much sacrificed, so litile remem-
bered,” Yates said.

Never Shall Their Glory Fade: The
Cenotaphs of Huron County tells the
“unique stories of personal loss, public
mourning and controversy as each com-
munity grappled with how to properly
honour their War Dead.”

With this newest addition to Yate’s
growing list of Huron County historical
remembrances, he hopes to get people
thinking about these monuments to the
fallen “before people forget why they are
there.”

Yates added, “At one time those names
inscribed in stone or cast in bronze were
real people that were known to their
friends and neighbors.”

Never Shall Their Glory Fade: The
Cenotaphs of Huron County offers a
unique local perspective on the lasting
impact of the Great War and how com-
munities like Huron County have chosen
to remember and honour their fallen he-
roes.

Yates said the idea for the book came
from his wish to help preserve the local
history and the community’s connection
to the past. These cenotaphs serve as
mighty memorials to the men and women
from Huron County who lost their lives
in the war.
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During an interview with the Wingham
Advance Times, Yates described his shift
in focus from “battlefield” to “home
front” history.

He has always been interested in histo-
ry and was a history teacher for over 30
years. During that time, he said the kids

were always interested in the battles “be-
cause that’s really exciting,” but after a
while, he started to think about what was
happening here at home, and his focus
started to change.

Continued on page 8§ & 9

HOWICK

MUTUAL INSURANCE COMPANY

Howick Mutual Insurance,

a name you can trust

for all of your insurance needs.

1-800-265-3033
howickmutual.com

" LISA THOMPSON

MPP -

Huron-Bruce

lisa.thompsonco@pc.ola.org ® lisathompsonmpp.ca




Page 8 - Thursday, November 7, 2024 - Wingham Advance Times

o vl oo e o
REMEMBRANCE

vo A

SEPOY

Trode Solutions

ELECTRICAL | PLUMBING | HVAC

OVENBER

ﬁwlniqlnlr

249 Arthur Street, Wingham, ON
519-357-1583 » www.sepoywiring.ca

/M@/%W

REMEMBRANCE DAY

Distinctive memorials
of lasting satisfaction
produced by us to your
specifications.

Wingham
Memorials

— 89 North St. W., Wingham
519-357-1910
1-888-250-3732

www.winghammemorials.com

Owned & operated by Donna & Mac Anderson
Serving Huron, Bruce & Perth Counties

ot G

Ben Lobb, MP

HURON—BRUCE

Huron County’s Cenotaphs:
Preserving the legacies

Local historian shares stories behind Huron County’s iconic War Memorials

Continued from page 7

“There’s no doubt that in Canadian history, since 1867 the
most important event was the Great War, the First World
War. It changed everything, absolutely everything,” Yates
said. “And after the war, all Canada was a house of mourn-
ing. And in every little community in Huron County and
across Canada, they had to decide how best to commemo-
rate their war dead.”

After the war was over, as people grappled with trying to
understand what had just happened, Yates said part of the
grieving process was the debates that occurred in virtually
every community in Canada about what was initially called
a War Monument or a Soldiers” Monument.

NEVER SHALL
THEIR GLORY FADE

The Cenotaphs of Huron County

Stories by David Yates
Photographs by Conrad Kuiper
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In the mid-20s, the language changed, and people started
referring to these monuments as cenotaphs, “It’s an ancient
Greek word meaning empty tomb,” Yates said. “So when
they start calling it an empty tomb, it takes on a different
meaning.”

Yates” book studies the unique features of each monument,
such as the Wingham cenotaph’s realistic depiction of a
front-line soldier. In the book, he emphasizes the emotional
and community impact of these memorials including the de-
bates and decisions that led to their creation.

He spoke of the importance of preserving these stories for
future generations.

Yates said “There was a tremendous amount of optimism or
hope that they had fought the last war ... a new day of peace
is arising, which is basically the allegorical figures on the

Goderich monument. There’s a bronze tablet on the front of

the Goderich monument, and it’s a warrior who’s put down
his sword and shield, and he’s awakening a maiden who rep-
resents peace, and he’s pointing to a new day. Unfortunately,
it didn’t work out that way.”

Yates included some of the lighter stories he uncovered
during his research, like the story of one soldier whose name
was placed on the Goderich Cenotaph and was actually still
alive.

“His name was Charles Mew and I don’t know how his
name got on there. He didn’t know either,” said Yates. “But
after the war, he went to Detroit to work in the auto facto-
ries, and he never came home. And somebody must have
said, I think he died. So they put his name on there in the
1930s he writes a letter to the Huron Signal, the paper here
at the time, saying that, no, I'm still around.”

Never Shall Their Glory Fade: The Cenotaphs of Huron ex-
plores the diversity of local war memorials. Yates examines
the unique designs and features of several local cenotaphs,
including Wingham and Blyth, and how these monuments
reflect the values and debates of their respective commu-
nities.

On Nov. 11, at the Wingham I egion Branch 180, Yates will
attend the Remembrance Day Dinner to talk about his new
book. The book will be available for purchase for $25, and
all proceeds will be given (o a veteran’s charity.

An excerpt from Never Shall Their Glory Fade: The Ceno-
taphs of Huron County about the Wingham Cenotaph:

- “What General Currie unveiled was one of the most power-
ful pieces of commemorative statuary. It was a soldier wear-
ing an open trench coat over top of a sheepskin vest gripping
his rifle barrel with the butt grounded. He is not a parade
square soldier but a true likeness of a veteran of the trenches
like the men that Adamson, the artist, had seen going to the
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front. His face is neither youthful nor old. Wcm‘iug a field

‘ Cory Bilyea photo
The Wingham Cenotaph was unveiled by Sir Arthur Currie on Aug.
26, 1924. The bronze monument turned 100 this year.

cap, he has the look of one who has seen much and is grimly
determined to do his duty. There is nothing that glorifies war
in Adamson’s sculpture.”

Yates’ book is now available at Fincher’s in Goderich, the
Blyth Citizen, and the Bayfield Village Book Shop, or you
can purchase them directly from David or Conrad Kuiper.

C. Majuire Photo
Award winning author David
Yates has written several
books on Huron County
History. David has taught
history in Huron County
Highschools since 1988 and
served 5 terms on the God-
erich Town Council.
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