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O’Connor to . . . .
ooy Bire damages historic Glencairn
MAYOT powers Advocates call it a massive loss for NOTLs hertiage, investigation is ongoing
Julia Sacco

Local Journalism Initiative

Coun. Sandra O’Connor
plans to argue against Niag-
ara-on-the-Lake’s use of the
newly announced “strong
mayor powers” granted by
the provincial government
to a large swath of munici-
palities in Ontario.

During Tuesday night’s
committee of the whole
meeting, O’Connor an-
nounced a notice of motion
for town council to petition
the province to rescind the
powers granted to NOTL.

The motion will be
discussed at length during
the next council meeting on
April 29.

The province announced
last week that 169 mu-
nicipalities would be granted
strong mayor powers as of
May 1, with NOTL included.

O’Connor told The Lake
Report that strong powers

allocated to Lord Mayor NOTL firefighters battle a blaze at the historic Glencairn house on the Niagara Parkway early Wednesday morning. DOUG MUNKLEY
Gary Zalepa would jeop-
ardize equal representation Julia Sacco | Local Journalism Initiative | The Lake Report
among councillors.
“Once the power is given T he historic Glencairn cause of the blaze and assessing  fire coming from the three-storey  that the estate was on fire.
to one of those (councillors), Estate at 14785 Ni- the extent of the damage to the home, built in 1832. “I immediately looked out the
this being the lord mayor, agara River Pkwy. was 193-year-old home. Neighbour Doug Munkley window and saw that my stepson
who can make decisions engulfed in flames Wednesday Around 6 a.m., Niagara-on- lives a few houses down the — the volunteer firefighter’s —
unilaterally on certain morning. The provincial fire the-Lake Fire and Emergency parkway and received a text
marshal is looking into the Services responded to reports of  around 4:45 a.m. alerting him Continued on Page 5
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The Lake Report named top newspaper in Ontario
p p p p Poilievre is [rul;;:z:t —atpandering
Staff munity Newspapers Asso- The association’s Better editors, publishers and again won more accolades
The Lake Report ciation’s annual journalism  Newspapers Competition advertising staff gathered at  than any other publication
awards last Friday night. awards dinner and conven- Queen’s Landing last Friday  in the province. With its 19
The staff of The Lake Among the honours, tion was held in-person for and Saturday for two days latest honours, the news-
Report headed home loaded =~ NOTL’s paper was named the first time since 2019 and  of meetings, seminars and paper and its niagaranow.
down with armfuls of the top Ontario community ~ Niagara-on-the-Lake was celebrations of excellence in  com website have earned
plaques after winning 19 newspaper overall in the chosen as the venue. community journalism.
awards at the Ontario Com-  largest circulation class. Reporters, photographers, The Lake Report, once Continued on Page 4
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car was gone,” Munkley
told The Lake Report.

“Then | looked in the other

direction and | saw an or-
ange glow above Glencairn.”

By the time Munkley
walked over to take a look,
the home was fully en-
gulfed, with flames coming
out of both wings of the
house.

Several firefighters were
on site, with around five
hoses attacking the flames,
Munkley said.

Living nearby, Munkley
had been in the home a
number of times.

“We’ve got a few memen-
tos of the house and lots of
memories there,” he said.

Munkley visited the home
again, an hour later, around
6:30 and said the fire was
suppressed but “obviously
still a concern.”

By his third visit a bit
later, the fire was fully con-
tained, but damage to the
property was obvious.

“[I] looked at the damage
from the back side and the
front and it’s pretty clearly a
total loss,” Munkley said.

In a media release
Wednesday afternoon,
NOTL town staff said the

Left There is extensive damage all around the roof DAVE VAN DE LAAR nght A photo from the U.S. shows firefighters battlmg the blaze SOURCED

heritage property “sustained
extensive damage.”

“The Office of the Fire
Marshal has been engaged
and will continue its investi-
gation into the cause of the
fire in the coming days,” the
release said.

In an interview, Fire
Chief Jay Plato said the
Ontario fire marshal is
investigating the incident.

“They came down this af-
ternoon and started. They’re
going to continue on into
tomorrow,” he said.

Plato said there isn’t a
whole lot to the investiga-
tion on Wednesday, as only
the outside of the building
was assessed.

Thursday, he said, is when
“they really dive in and
start to uncover or try to get
to another layer of it.”

Plato confirmed the cause
of the fire is not known at
this time and the investi-
gation is still underway.

He said an official report
will likely take a couple of
weeks.

Around 50 to 60 NOTL
volunteer firefighters and
trucks from all five fire
stations responded to the
structure fire.

Coun. Gary Burroughs,
also a member of the mu-
nicipal heritage committee,
said it is really too early to
comment on the damage
from his perspective.

“Friends of ours on the
U.S. side saw the flames and
it was enormous,” Bur-
roughs said in an interview.

“But until the fire mar-
shals have had a good look
at it, there’s no point in even

guestimating whether it’s a
total tear-down.”

There has been no discus-
sion as of yet between the
heritage committee, Bur-
roughs said, but the home
built in 1837 is undoubtedly
of heritage value.

“It’s definitely a heritage
home. It was designated last
year,” he said.

The home received its
heritage designation last
April.

Around 11 a.m. Wednes-
day morning, Lord Mayor
Gary Zalepa sent a text
statement saying he would
not comment until the scene
was cleared.

At 5 p.m., Zalepa reached
out to The Lake Report,
saying the fire is “deeply
upsetting for many in our
community.”

“Our thoughts and
sincere condolences are
with the property owner,
and we are grateful for
the swift response from
our volunteer firefighters
who worked diligently to
bring the situation under
control,” wrote Zalepa.

Shawna Jarman, the
Niagara-on-the-Lake Mu-
seum’s assistant curator,
said staff were “devastat-
ed” to hear about the loss
of the property.

The property not only
reflects the history of
NOTL, but the history of
Queenston due to its con-
nections to the prominent
Hamilton family, Jarman
said.

“It is such a loss and
really proves why heritage
designation is so important

for Niagara-on-the-Lake
especially,” she said.

The NOTL Museum also
posted a statement on so-
cial media on the historic
property.

“We are heartbroken to
learn about the fire that
has ravaged the historic
Glencairn home this morn-
ing,” the post said.

The post includes a
graphic, detailing history
about the classic Greek Re-
vival home, which was built
for boat builder and Upper
Canada Legislative Assem-
bly member John Hamilton.

The Niagara River Park-
way remains closed near
the site but is expected to
reopen shortly, accord-
ing to the town’s media
release.
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