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Uxbridge wishes Maud
a Happy Birthday

Roger Varley, Local fournafism Initiative Reporter

It was an occasion where Lucy Maud Mont-
gomery likul}' would have felt quite ar home.

On Saturday, Nov. 30, fans gathered ar the
Usbridge arena and then at the historic
Leaskdale church o celebrate the author’s birth
exactly 150 years ago.

The afternoon began ar the community cen-
tre, where artendees snacked on 150 cupcakes
donated by Zehrs, examined some LMM arri-
tacts displayed by the Uxbridge Historical Cen-
re - im']u{][ng Maud's boots, writing case and
some of her personal books - and read dozens
of postcards and birthday cards sent by school-
children from local schools and from children
in Prince Edward lsland.

Some of the letters were read aloud by chil-
dren from St Joseph's Catholic School and
Scorr Cenrtral Public School, who were then
presented with copies of Awne of Green Gables,
.1rgl|:!]'.-|_1.' Lucy Maud Montgomery’s most fa-
mous book. Melanie Whitheld, president of
the Lucy Maud Montgomery Society of On-
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‘ITISN'T AS IF BIRTHDAYS WERE COMMON THINGS, MARILLA' - Anne Shirley, Anne of
Green Gables. Actress Megan Follows reads an excerpt from Lucy Maud Montgomery's Selected journals
during the uncommon celebration of the author's 150th birthday, held at the Historic Leaskdale Church

tario (LMMSO), called the work "one of the
most famous books in the world."
Warching the proceedings were Maud's

on Saturday evening. For more, see story, right.

Phata by fofn Cavers

-tontinued on page 3

Parkette will be rezoned, not saved

Roger Varley, Local fournalism Initigtive Reporter

Drespite hearing from a dozen residents plead-
ing for the preservation of the King Street par-
kette Monday, councillor Todd Snooks told a
public hearing into rezoning the property that
“today’s meeting is not abour saving the par-
kette; it's abour rezoning,”

Council declared the parkette as surplus prop-
erty in June and agreed to its sale. The parkerre
consists of a single unserviced lot (no hydro,
water or sewer connections) nestled among es-
tablished homes in the neighbourhood. Various
councils have debated the furure of the parkerte
since 1981, culminating with the surplus des-

ign.n ion in the summer.

Gerry Oldham, who has fought to retain the
parkette for decades, told councillors that pre-
vious discussions on n-‘.-'.nning the p:irkurh: from
"Recreational” o "Residential” concluded thar
it would be too expensive to service the land
and the martter was dropped. She noted thar
town planning consultant Elizabeth Howson
suggested years ago that council drop plans for
rezoning and selling the lot. She asked that
council reconsider its decision to declare the lot
surplus.

Parricia Bell said the parkette "is parr of the
neighbourhood DNA," adding that the space
is worth more to the residents than its size.

O Uxbridge

Serving the Uxbridge community
since 2002

905-862-3870
29 Toronto Street South, Suite 103

uxbridgephysiotherapy.com

Physiotherapy

Sports injury?
Concussion?
Can't do the activities you like?

Wele got you covered. ..
7 Physiotherapists & 2 Massage Therapists

Lukas Volkmann of Lephyr, a student at
Uxbridge Secondary School, addressed the
issue as a bird lover. He spoke of the recent
:w.':irnling af a Bird Friu.'nﬁ“:.' designarion for
Uxbridge and asked what would happen tw
birds now making their homes in the trees on
the lor.

"Let's continue to protect the birds, not chase
them away,” he said.

Several of the speakers affered the same
thought: "Once it's gone, you don't get it
back.”

Ted Barris noted thar the tormado thar

..continued on page b
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Located just outside of Beaverton. 4 bedroom, 1 bathroom house.
Outbuildings, fronting on 2 road allowances.
Offered for sale at $1,100,000. Call us or your preferred
REALTOR® to arrange to view this property.
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Parkette no more, from page 1

touched down in May 2022 ook
away “the green crown” in the neigh-
bourhood, bur the trees in the par-
kerte were unrouched. He said he
fears the mature trees on the lot
wontld be cut down i the property is sald.

After Mayor Dave Barton rold the
that
l..'('n.lr!l’.‘ii |'|:t$ niat }"L't dl..'tt.'rl'nin::d a
price for the lor, either as a whole or
in six parcels to be offered to neigh-
bours, one woman said she was “ap-
palled” that council is ready to sell
the lot but doesn’t know what the
price would be. Barton said thar the
township had prices for both serviced
and unserviced land, and had quotes
F‘ll'.lm [l'l(.' rl‘:gii_l!\ on II'H’.' Consl ['lr Fut—

crowded council chambers

ring in services; it is common prac-

tice for these prices to not be di-
vulged to the public undl after the
sale transaction(s) have been com pfvr_'lud.

Jan Hill, referencing recent town-
ship proposals regarding the Zephyr
!ihr:lr:,', told council: "You're Iai:ing
away  community.”
Snooks, ward councillor for the area,
countered this !.'.I:r' saying that he
hoped that part of his community in
Quaker Village is also the commu-
niry of those ﬂghlil1g for the par-
kette. He pointed ourt that Quaker
Common, a larger greenspace to the
west of the King St. parkt:[!r:. WS ac-
cessible (the parketre is currently not
accessible) and thar Quaker Com-
maon pr:widcs a "|'|L|1_f,r: area that en-
ables people to ger to the museum
and the schools safely.”

Ar the end of the meeting, Barton

Councillor

HANDMA

wl Uxerudge'

commented that the township must
balance where it has parkland. He
too brought up Quaker Common,
saying this “sizeable park” was 400
metres away from the parkerte. He
said 1,300 new acres nl’lp.‘trlc'.!.'!nd had
“recently moved into” the township
with the Uxbridge Urban Provincial
Park, and poinred our that the town-
ship is in the Greenbelr, in the Oak
Ridges Moraine, and is governed by
the Lake Simcoe Protection Plan. He
said the township has w balance is
assets with trying to maintain a
“grear qu:llir}' aof life here in
Usbridge.”

*Quite often, here in this room, we
hear from people who are not happy
with the decisions we have 1o make,
and thats part of it, We sometimes
have o make tough decisions.”

“"Blue Heron Books

Thursday, December 5, 2024

Police called to Goodwood residence for second time

I"::Ir|"|.r Sawurday morning, Durham
Regional Police were called to a resi-
dence on Deer Ridge Road in Good-
“'{]{:H'.{ (¥4 ] -Ih'n.'ﬂ.'itig.'!ll: rl.'Fnr!‘.'i l'.'l!- lhﬂ,.'
sounds of gunshots. Police say they
were also called to the same area car-
lier in Novernber for “a similar incident.”

Shell casings were recovered at both
scenes; however, no injuries have
been rc:purit:\d. The motives behind
these shootings remain under inves-
tigation. It is believed thar the home
involved in this incident was mistak-
enly targeted.

According to a statement issucd by
DRPS, this vear has seen a 33 per
cent increase in shootings, and de-
scribes this is a “disturbing trend thar
signiﬁc:mt!}r impacts” the Region af

Jim Rehill

this week,

Drham.

“We want ro assure the communiry
that each incident is taken seriously,
and we are commitred to h:t!ding
those responsible accountable,” says
the statement. “We encourage the
puhli{; o report any suspicious activ-
ity to the police.”

Anyone with information abour this
incident is asked ro conract A Sgr.
Maccarato of the North Division
Criminal Investigation Bureau ar 1-
BEE-579-1520 x 2677. Anonymous
infarmartion can be sent ro Durham
Regional Crime Stoppers at 1-800-
222-TIPS (8477)
durhamregionalerimestoppers.ca and
tipsters may be eligible for a cash re-
'I."u"iird.

or online ar

-

congratulate 773
him on his

90th

birthday!

Daniella Boerhof, metal
sculptor, for your beautiful great
horned own in our forest.

Think of supporting our local
artists this lelday season!
Brenda & Micheal

£
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L

#Pope resigns.

BELIEVE IT or NOT?

Four out of five peaple in Canoda
turn to print or digital newspopers
as their trusted source for news and
infermation, And research finds they
trust the ads too = more than any
ather medium.

Be where Canadians are looking for
cradible news, written by humans,
for humans.

News Madlo Conoda
Médias dInfo Canoda
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Thoughts on mandatory voting = Secrets of a metal suitcase = Strong mayor concerns
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DANCING THROUGH LIFE - This year's ‘uxperience’ crew kicks up its heels as they celebrate "Life's
Milestones”. The annual variety show, created and presented by community valunteers, opens tonight
(Thursday) at 7:30 p.m., with a show on Friday, May 2, at 7:30 p.m., and Saturday, May 3, with shows at

2 and 7:30 p.m. Tickets available through starticketing.com

Photo by fohn Covers

King Street parkette
swinging back into action

Roger Vartey, Locol journalism Initiative Reporter

Following a report by clerk Debbie Leroux,
council vored Monday to retain the King Street
parkette "i!1L|.r_‘H:Iti[|_‘|:l.-'."

A year ago, council considered a staff report
recommending that the parkette be declared
.liurp!u.\' and thar the property be sold, Council
also considered rezoning the property from
Recreational Open Space to Residential, and in
December a ]mhiic planning meeting was held
to consider the rezoning, bur the rezoning
never took place.

Leroux's report said sale of the property was
held up because it has no warter or sewer serv-
ices available, which would impact the prop-
erty’s value. The report said servicing the land
would be expensive and its sale would not off-
set the cost of the servicing, Last year, it was

.‘ill!_'\l__’ii‘.?«.lf.‘d .H'.‘Ii.'ll’.'(.‘l'li ]'Iﬂ!ll]\'.'r['." DWINCrs L'IZ'HJE{! l}u'lr'

..confinued on poge &

Mantle wins York-Durham for Conservatives

Roger Varley, Locol fournalism Initiotive Reporter, with
[files from Lisha Van Nieuwenhove

Usbridge resident Jacob Mantle won Monday's
federal election in York-Durham riding, with

tinal figures showing he won 55.5 per cent of

the vore. His closest opponent, Liberal Rob
Grossi, pulled down 39.6 per cent. The other
candidates in the riding were also-rans.

.-"l.mly Leung, returning officer for the riding,
said Tuesday thar Mantle received 39,726
votes, while Grossi ook in 28,317, Among the
other candidates, Justin Graham of the NDP
polled 1,821, Parricia Conlin of the People’s
Party of Canada had 900 vores and Matr
[Pearce of the Greens trailed with 790, Owverall,
voter turnout in the riding was 71.76 per cent.

For Mantle, 32, it was his second run for a
seat in Parliament, having been beaten by Lib-
eral Jennifer (V'Connell in the Pickering-
Usbridge riding in the last federal election,

“Thank you, Uxbridge, for putting your faith
in me and trusting thar | can do that job,” said
Mantle during a phone interview Tuesday
morning as he collected campaign signs from
around the riding.
beneficial -
it share a lot of things: demographics, econom-
ics, g::'ngrnp[‘ly, history...

“1 think this new riding is

the owns and communiries within

The north has these
things in common, far more than with the
south. Now we have one representative who
oin :Il:\'."l.l]'i.'l!l’.'l:r' Ll.t.‘:ir_'rihr.' -t]'“.i -lLt\":lI’.'H!I’.' |I{]r 1|‘H.'
small and rural rown issues.”

This is the first federal election for the York-
Durham ri{‘ling. which encompasses an area
that includes the Townships of Uxbridge,
Brock and Scugog, part of Whitchurch-Stouf-
tville, and stretches all the way up to Surtton
and Keswick.

Abour 60 people gathered for a vicrory parcy
at the Beach Lakefront Bar and Girill in
Keswick, T

I |IL' I'H('IHII.[ WS !i{}l1]t"|'.'h'.1l hLIl}L{IlL‘(t

during the evening as results came in showing
the Liberal party was l“‘""“”l—': towards overall
victory, but cheers went up as guests saw Con-
servatives in neighbouring ridings winning or
|L'.'tnlii1g in their races. The |!1nif_:1_f|r.'n.1 cheer came
when the first results for York-Durham flashed
on the TV screens, showing Mantle already tak-
ing a n:_'urmnnnr.lilng lead.

“It’s an unforrunare result on the narional
scene,” commented Mantle, “But we (the Con-
servatives) did berer than we ever have best in
my living memory, and we picked up seats
we've never had before, We increased our seats
- 1 think we did very well.”

Early in the evening, Mande's father said
Not long
after, the TV screen showed that Nanos polling

we're feeling pretty comforrable.

was precicting a win for Mantle.
As for whar comes nexr, Mantle isn't sure.
“I don't know how it works with regards o

real
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AXIS CHIROPRACTIC

~ Chiropractic
~ Acupuncture
~ Custom Orthotics
~ Massage Therapy
~ Laser Therapy

Q@ 304 Toronto 51 5 #107, Uxbridge, ON L9P 177

L 905-852-9700 @ axischiropractic.ca

m MNew Patients Welcome
=)

(D) Monday To Friday: 9am - 7pm,
Saturday: Yam - 1pm
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Letters, from page 4

voters need o know so we can weed our those who
seek only to improve their own lot by running for of-
Fi‘_l._".. -urll;i I'I'h{!\{' oM Fl'll 'h{'l‘.‘i‘; "-'\r'i'“:l Il]i['lL [h[,':_lr' CAan
work to improve the lot of their fellow citizens.
Eleanor Todd
Goodwood

Mandatory voting! Interesting, but is it in the defini-
tion of democracy? Also, (imposing) a fine if you

don’t vate - are we sure everyone could afford a fine?

What happens if they can't pay? What is the punish-
ment for not voting? And mandatory voting - we all
know how mandatory vaccines during COVID went
over; i.¢., the truckers in Otawa,

I rotally agree that politics must be taught in grades
4 and up, with each school holding elections for a
student to be elected to represent the school. This po-
litical course should partner to a course on finances,
so students will learn how to make financially sound
decisions thar will assist them later in life,

Ber Northeast
Goodwood

Government Rebates'

J——

The parkette lives, from page 1

the parkette in lots to add to their
property boundaries, but Mon-
day’s report said the neighbours,
while interested, wanted to know
how much they would have to pay

Leroux's report said the parkerte
will require several improvements
and ongoing maintenance efforts,
Leroux recommended thar a six-
foot high privacy fence replace the
existing fences along the parkerte’s
perimeter at an estimated cost of
approximately $30,000. It was
also recommended picnic tables
and garbage cans be installed; reg-
ular grass cutting and landscaping
take place and a proposed mini
forest be established.

In addressing the report, Mayor
Dave Barton said council had lis-

W

e

PROpERTy SERVICES

James McLaren 647-451-5036 misﬂelawnsﬂgmail.cmn‘

Thursday, May 1, 2025

tened to the residents in the area.
Councillor Todd Snooks, in whose
ward the parkette is located, said
council had pivoted and come up
with "a grear compromise.”

Councillor Willie Popp said the
parkette was saved because coundil
"made an adjustment.”

In a unanimous vote, councillors

decided to keep the parketre indef-

initely.
Gerry Oldham, who has been an
advocate of the parkerte for

decades, said she was pleased with
the final decision.

"It's been a long fight,” she said,
noting she has been bauding to
preserve the parkene for more
than 40 years. She said that in that
time she has brought her three
children and nine grandchildren

o I]‘.I ©pa F]'i.'.'i e,

« Lawn and Garden Maintenance
« Spring and Fall Clean-up

« Tree & Shrub Maintenance
and Removal

« Deck & Fence Design and
Repair

+ Pressure Washing

« Landscape Design & Repair

SOIL & MULCH SALE
= Saein Spring i on New!

SAVE ON ONE YARD BULK BAGS
OF SOILS & MULCHES

TOP SOIL & TRIPLE MIX

FIRST BAG $175

ADDITIONAL BAGS $105

TOP DRESSING & MULCH

FIRST BAG $185

ADDITIONAL BAGS $115

Learn more about our

materials on our website
www.uxbridgestone.com

905-852-0202
Visit us at 545 Hwy 47

(Behind Petro-Canada)
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Joanmne Hill, Usbridge resident

Are you looking fnra gym
specifically designed for women?

Curves

Uxbridge
is what you've been looking for!

Join now and you will get the rest of the summer

FOR FREE!

That's a deal too hot to pass up!
Call us today to book your free trial workout.

Canada Strong, Curves Strong!

97 Brock St. W., Uxbridge
905-852-2878
curvesuxbridge@gmail.com
WWW.CUIVEs.com

King Street parkette filled with life again

Rager Varkey
doco fournlim Initiotive Beporter

Members of the Usbridge fire department were there, The Usbridge Criz-
tlies basehall ream was there, Rogarians, neighbours and other volunieers
were there. And, of course, Gerry C¥dham was there,

The “there” was the King Strect parkette and early Sanrday morning maore
than 50 people showed up o help the Korary Club of Usbridge lay down
the beds for three “pocker” forests, Pocker forests are a smaller version of
thie mini forests thar Rowry has inssalled or is planning ro inssall around che
[T

Three beds were crezred - rwo close o the streer and a thind ane ar the rear
of the parkeme, Afver layers of cardboard were pur down 1o help keep weods
from incruding, the fire department hosed them down 1o aid in cheir cven-
tual breakdown, Then cach bed was covered in several inches of composs
andd @ layer of mulch was sdded on top of thar,

Thar was labour intensive, since the com post was carried in large buckers
oo b dhumped om the cardboard, with young and old alike carrving the back-
LIS, |‘|l.|'.l.-:"~'-|'r. .I|.Ih-|l||.!1|‘| I-:u-ur:. heed ser aside ||'|r|.-|.' I‘llll.lh |:::I r|'||.' '-"u.rll{. the
job was complesed much sooner,

For Gerry Cldham, this was the culminarion of her decades-long fight m
save the parkeme. Thar Aght appeared wo be over a few maonths ago when
oosiEncil |.‘||.'|.'|J.I-:'\d I:I‘ll.' EI.I:'L:L'H:'\I:IFﬂIn .I|'Il.| 'a!'“"l'l'l.'l.‘l il I‘.||I 'H.lll'. izt |.I|.5: ||r. o ]
icing meant few were inserested in the property and it was remirned as a par-
l{-:'ll-r.

CHdham said she was a licthe unsure of the pocker forests, bur secing i laid
out changed her mindd.

“I'm glad rosee the park revurn,” she said, adding char i now needs a pic-
nic tabde, a garbage can and a small gasden,

Ihe compost was donated by Durham Begion, the mulch was supplicd by

/ %@W @ANADA @@W

From The Mad Accountant Team

Let us know if we can be of assistance.

S05-852-2727
wiww.themadaccountant.com
A0 Toromto 5t 5. 8 10 I_J,r:t'_;lru;::lE:r:

A small army amassed on Saturday mornng
tohelp install three pocket forests an the King
Sireel parketie. Photo by the Rodmy Oob of
Urhriclge

L "l;l'l ril.li_"'l.' leee Service and che b l{l:'l-.
and numerous shovels were on loan
from the Lake Simeoe Region Conser-
vation Authoriny. The LSROCA is also a
'I’-.llniiu:: Parinet.

Mow the beds have w be given rime to
serthe before mative species are mass
planted. Rotary has already planred a
mini |:|'\'r|.".l on che |'i.|'|-:|.'\ -::-f.]:'h.l'llil.‘lz,."'l'
and plans a second one chose by, I has
also proposed a mini forest for the small
triangle of kand ar the Toronto Streer-

Main Srtreer intersection.

! Conan?

o wewr my Caniada flag Lapel pin
prowdly whenever T otravel, whether
reithine Cimada or faveiver afield, 1 ik
fo e revogerized av o Canadfan fowrin
andd all the cowpewsartions it gparks,

- Mancy Melcher,
Linbridge resident

Y .l.l.'..'ﬂ_:r.l:-..'u.-.u:...n;-r'.';'..l:'{'r J:lr.l.l.llu e

gravdson of Arthur Ciearge Fergieron,

resho forepdt for Carels ar Vinry Ridge,

Co L3 27th Winnipey Bn, Gth B,
2waf Cipnaredian [hipision”™

- I.arr_l.' 1.'-||IJ|:.L',,

Unbridge resident

HAPPY CANADA DAY!

PROUD SUPPORTER OF CANADIAN
MANUFACTURERS AND PRODUCTS
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