The season for
blood brothers

This year hasbeen a
bad year for bugs,
which actually means that
it has been a good year for
bugs and a bad year for
people.

It has been so bad that
friends of mine have
actually started phoning
me and reporting body
counts.

Asin, “Ikilled 65 deer
flies today. I also wounded
18, and took three prison-
ers.”

When you get a message
like this, it is an indication
that the caller clearly had
too much blood drained
out of their brain.

Needless to say, this
is silly. There’s no point
counting the wounded.

In ayear like this one,
the best thing to do is
develop strategies to mini-
mize the number of bites
you get.

Unfortunately, not all of
us can pack up and move
to Antarctica.

Having said that, there
are many other ways to
minimize your blood loss.

The best and most
entertaining of these is
to travel in the woods
with that one buddy who
just loves being shirtless.
There’s one in every friend
group.

If youdon’t have a
friend like this, I strongly
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recommend that you get
one. Heck, ideally, you’d
have two. The bugs love
them, and it’s always good
to have a spare.

Should none of your
friends fit this description,
however, don’t despair.
With a little improvisa-
tion and a few insincere
compliments, you can
create one.

Ifind that the sentence,
“Hey, have you been work-
ingout?” is a good start.
Followed by, “No? Are you
sure?”

If that doesn’t work, I
will immediately draw o o o o
o | Elmira manis living
in on a “scientific paper”

thatI “read” that says the
worst colour for attracting
biting insects is the one
they happen to be wear-
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Baseball action

Woolwich Community Services is ramp-
ing up for the annual Jeanne Renault
Charity Golf Tournament, scheduled for
Aug. 14 at Ariss Valley Golf and Coun-
try Club. Tee-off time is 1 p.m., with
lunch beforehand and dinner to follow.

www.woolwichcommunityservices.org

With a record of 6-2, the Elmira Expos sit
atop the Huron County Fastball League
standings. The team, back in action tonight
vs the Walton Brewers, are coming off an
11-5 win over the Monkton Muskrats on July
2 and a 13-5 victory against the Milverton AW

Millwrights on June 26.

Data scientist Chace McCallum ful-
filled his NHL dream, butin a different
way from the one he imagined, after
being picked by the Pittsburgh Pen-
guins to help them make selections in

the entry draft.

is

(revised) NHL dream

WHEN JESSE SMITH
DECIDED HE wanted a
canoe, he hunted around
for one to buy, but then
balked at the prices.

So, looking for a cheaper
option, the university
student from Floradale
decided he would make
one from scratch instead.

“In the end, I could have
bought one for less, but I
had alot more fun build-
ing my own and I learned a
lot from doing it,” he said.

That’s because his
14-foot creation, which
involved him inventing
ahomemade method to
bend wood, ended up as a
far more intricate project
than he first imagined.

Weighing less than g/ ”-;? e |
10 pounds, its geodesic 1 %58 ':'; .
design is similar to the N L

birch-bark-wrapped
watercraft first created
by Canada’s First Nations
peoples to navigate this
country’s vast network of
rivers and lakes.

Instead of birch,
however, Smith, 21, used a
modern, synthetic Dacron
skin.

Ash was used to make
the ribs, which are the

lateral structural members : iy
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that curve from side to : - Vil

side. Jesse Smith demonstrates his handmade canoe, which he crafted over 60 hours, at Floradale Reservoir.
Or, rather, they curve Julian Gavaghan

from gunwale to gunwale,

which Smith noted is way words, especially support member and a He also fashioned a

pronounced “gunnel”due  nautical ones, are spoken. seat, and stringers, the paddle made from cherry

to the long history of boat Those gunwales, along lengthwise equivalent wood.

building and older English
habit of contracting the

with the thwart, a strut
that can serve as both a

of ribs, were made from
spruce.

Even with his discount
from working part-time
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massive privilege, and I
loveit.”

As part of one of the
biggest analytics depart-
ments in the NHL, which
in run by a former Major
League Baseball executive
inspired by the Moneyball
book and later movie,
McCallum aims to find
undervalued talent by
taking a sophisticated

sabermetric approach to
> NHLM

1 learning experience

at Home Hardware, the
materials set the third-
year Wilfrid Laurier
University psychology
student back $300.

The keen woodworker
spent another $300 buying
millimetre-perfect plans
from Larry LaLonde of
Geodesic Airolite Boats,
an American designer he’d
seen on YouTube videos.

“The guy who made
the plans for these was
originally an airplane
engineer,” said Smith.

“So, he made wings for
these really light aircraft,
and then he used that
technique to make canoes,
and people just loved it.

“Then, he started
making Kits for sale.”

But, despite his intricate
->CANOE 12
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NHL: It’s all about crunching the numbers and building prospect models in the hockey version of Moneyball
) -
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finding the right prospects
to one day play with and
possibly succeed Sidney
Crosby at the Penguins.

Benjamin Kindel, Pitts-
burgh’s first pick this year,
11th overall, fits exactly the
kind of player traditional
scouting methods can
dismiss, noted McCallum,
who attended River-
side Public, Park Manor
Middle and Elmira District
Secondary schools.

The surprise was even
bigger than the Nash-
ville Predators selecting
Emira’s Brady Martin with
its fifth-choice option, he
said.

“The consensus was
maybe that he’d go 25th
overall pick, but we took
him at 11, so it was a big
stand,” he noted.

Kindel, who last season
played for the Western
Hockey League’s Calgary
Hitmen, is 5’ 10” and,
therefore, comparatively
short for a forward in the
NHL.

However, McCallum had
examined height bias as
part of his master’s degree
at Wilfrid Laurier Univer-
sity.

And he knew that,
chances were, the
Penguins would actually
be getting a better player

B oy

than other teams would
predict in this first round
of this year’s entry draft,
onJune 27.

“One of the conclusions
of my thesis ended up
being that teams were
grossly undervaluing
smaller scoring players,”
he explained.

With Kindel, who got
99 points in 65 games last
season, Pittsburgh found
the 2025 personification
of the overlooked forward
McCallum had written
about years earlier.

“He was the exact kind
of player that everything
I've ever done in my life
has led me to believe is
undervalued,” said the
data scientist.

“The perception was
that we picked him too
high, but, to ever get
ahead, you’re going to
need to be able to deviate
from expectations.”

The Penguins, having
fully backed the sabermet-
ric approach, ended up
with, following a series of
trades, a franchise record
of 13 draft picks from
seven rounds.

It made for a very frantic
day in the front office in
Pittsburgh.

McCallum, 26, who was
hired in February 2024
after spending two years

Shooter's Choice event hosted by Bridgeport Rod and Gun Club on June 14th. The womanin a dress

Chase McCallum playing for the Woolwich Wildcats as a boy,
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when he dreamed of being in the NHL.Submitted

in the analytics team at
insurance giants Sun Life,
travelled to the eastern
U.S. city all the way from
Whitehorse, the remote
capital of the Yukon,
where he usually works
remotely from the base-
ment apartment he shares
with his girlfriend, Alyssa
McMurray.

Also flying in, from
Tampa, was his boss, Jona-
than “J-Money” Ehrli-
chman.

Ehrlichman, who spent
12 seasons with the Tampa
Bay Rays, was hired as
Pittsburgh’s vice presi-
dent of hockey research,
development and strategy
in August last year.

The links to the MLB are
not coincidental.

“Alarge portion of our
team came from baseball,”
noted McCallum, who
enjoys following stats in

X A

shooting clay pigeons with a 12-bore shotgun was Madelyn Ahrens, 17. She was assisted by Jackie
Ego. Group trio with .22 rifle are Cooper Hynes, 13, his father Jason and twin brother Jasper.
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several sports but said
hockey was the “only thing
that I've ever been able to
be obsessed with for what
isnow decades.”

This is because the
analytics revolution,
which is now sweeping
all professional sports on
every continent, started in
earnest in baseball, after
the Oakland Athletics
bucked its tiny budget
to become American
League West champions
in 2002 by using hitherto
unheard-of sabermetrics.

The following year,
author Michael Lewis
wrote about the methods
in abook called Money-
ball: The Art of Winning
an Unfair Game, which
in 2011 was turned into a
film starring Brad Pitt and
Jonah Hill.

Ehrlichman, who is orig-
inally from Toronto, read

-
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that book when he was 13.

After graduating with a
mathematics degree from
Princeton, he became part
of the next generation of
data scientists in baseball.

“The next Oakland
Athletics were the Tampa
Bay Rays, and my boss was
part of that. They were all
part of that story,” said
McCallum.

The Elmiran said he was
inspired more by those
who came after Lewis’
groundbreaking book.

“Moneyball was a big
part of the people who
inspired me, so it had
more of a second-order
effect for me,” he added.

Hockey has perhaps
been slower than other
sports to embrace saber-
metrics, but after the Los
Angeles Kings defied
expectations by winning
the 2012 Stanley Cup,
other franchises tried to
learn the lessons of how a
seemingly no-hoper team
had just earned the NHL’s
big prize.

McCallum would ulti-
mately be swept up in this
revolution after setting
up a now-defunct blog,
substack.com/@chacem-
ccallum, with his friend
and fellow Elmiran, Alex
Metzger, nine years ago.

Other bloggers had been

hired by NHL teams and,
eventually, McCallum’s
opinions garnered atten-
tion too.

It was ashock when he
got the call, however.

He explained: “I woke
up on a Tuesday to an
email from a man whoI
now know quite well, and
he said, ‘Hey, I work for the
Pittsburgh Penguins, and
Kyle Dubas, our general
manager, wants to meet
with you. We want you to
build a prospect model for
us. Are you interested?’”

The former EDSS
student didn’t have to
think twice.

“Yes, I'm very inter-
ested,” he immediately
responded.

Now, having worked
on two entry drafts, with
his own calculations for
expected goals being a
key metric used by the
Penguins in the prospect
hunt, McCallum insisted:
“I'd rather be me than
most other people on the
planet.”

Draft day itselfisa
“cathartic” experience, he
admitted.

“It’s like the last day of
school, almost, because
you work all year for it
and, having put the work
in, now we get to see it
through,” he said.

CoMMUNITY CARE CONCEPTS
of Woolwich, Wellesley and Wilmot

Supporting seniors and adults with unique needs to live
independently through home and community support services,
social and recreational programs and volunteer opportunities.

90'4’” g@/’"/m

Meals on Wheels e Transportation e Day Programs
Homemakers e Maintenance e Friendly Visitors
Grocery Shopping e Caregiver Support ¢ Community Meals
Social Programs e Transportation from Hospital to Home
FREE Community Exercise and Falls Prevention Classes
FREE Short Term Home Support
System Navigation & Referral
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For information, services or support contact
Community Care Concepts

929 Arthur St. S. Elmira
519.664.1900 1.855.664.1900






