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By Mike Renzella
The Haldimand Press

CAYUGA/DUNNVILLE — Cloudy
skies and the threat of a summer storm
couldn’t dampen the mood as a large
group of friends and supporters gath-
ered by the landing site of Cayuga’s
Skydive Ontario to witness a special
event take place on June 21, 2025.

N\

a plane at Skydive Ontario with tandem partner Kevin Domenico.

What event, you might ask?

“'m jumping out of an airplane,”
said Dunnville resident Marion Chap-
man, speaking to The Press the day be-
fore her 90th birthday. “It sort of was on
my bucket list.”

She credited her neighbour, Tim
Mageran, for the idea as he previously
recounted his own experiences jumping
to her: “He said it’s a blast.”

Look, up n the sky! tt’s a bird! It’s a plane! 1t’s...
90-year-old Marion Chapman!

CAYUGA Marlon Chapman looks down at the fields surrounding Cayuga from several thousand feet up after jumping from

—Screenshot courtesy of Skydive Ontario.

For Chapman, the jump was just
another in a long line of impressive life
experiences.

“I've travelled extensively, I've done
a lot of things. I've gone down in a sub-
marine, I've flown up onto glaciers, etc.,
etc. | just thought it might be kind of
neat to do it for my 90th birthday,” she
mused.

Continued on Page 11
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Family of Hope Bartlett fundraising
to support care after shooting

By Nick Fearns
The Haldimand Press

HAGERSVILLE—A local family is speaking out in the
hope of setting the record straight and raising support for
a young woman whose life was permanently changed by a
devastating act of violence.

On September 2, 2023, then-21-year-old Hope Bartlett
was shot in the neck while sitting in a car near the quarries
in Hagersville. The incident occurred in front of her mother,
brother, aunt, and uncle, forever altering the course of her life
and theirs.

Now 23, Hope has spent more than a year and a half in
hospital. She is a quadriplegic and lives with a severe anoxic
brain injury, meaning she will never be able to walk or talk
again.

Her family has launched a GoFundMe campaign to raise
funds for equipment and therapies that are not covered by
public health insurance.

“This is not the life she planned. She lost her indepen-
dence, her dreams, and her future,” said her brother, Brock
Bartlett. “She never deserved this. She was betrayed in the
worst way by someone she considered family.”

According to Brock, the man responsible for the shooting
had been close to the family for eight years and was thought
to be one of Hope’s trusted friends.
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Grand Dining Cruise
12:30 p.m. & 5:00 p.m.

Enjoy a 2-1/2 hour cruise with a 4-course
meal at your private window table

$75 p.p- (taxincluded)

Private Dining
Cruises

Available for groups of 30 people or more.
Ideal for special occasions or reunions

! Thisisnot thelife she
planned.... (We want her) to live
a life with some dignity.

Brock Bartlett on his sister, Hope

The family says he has not faced consequences for what
happened.

“He got off the attempted murder charge. And now there’s
nothing being done for what he did to her,” said Brock.

Hope’s family is determined to give her the best care
possible and eventually bring her home. But they say the fi-
nancial burden is overwhelming.

“She needs a special wheelchair that has to be made just
for her. She also needs a phrenic nerve stimulator and other
stimulation therapies,” said Brock. “None of it is covered by
OHIP. We’'re trying to raise enough money to give her what
she needs to live a life with some dignity.”

The family has also been selling homemade candles to
help offset the costs of her ongoing care.

“Every dollar goes to Hope’s needs. If people can’t do-
nate, we just ask for prayers,” said Brock.

Continued on Page 11

Searles Chevrolet
Call Us
905-765-4424

Location

160 Argyle St S Caledonia Ont N3W 1K7

Service Hours
Monday to Friday, 8am - 5pm
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Family owned & operated since 1978

| Credit First Nation

seeks expansion

300 acre Hagersville property
under consideration

By Mike Renzella
The Halidmand Press

HAGERSVILLE A
roughly 300-acre property
on the east side of Highway
6 along the edge of Hagers-
ville’s urban boundary is the
focus of an Addition to Re-
serve request recently sent
by Mississaugas of the Cred-
it First Nation (MCFN) to the
Canadian government.

Haldimand County staff
were notified of the request
in a letter from Senior Land
Negotiations Officer James
Rodger with the Federal
Ministry of Lands and Eco-
nomic Development dated
May 26, 2025. In it, he ad-
vises Haldimand to provide
a written reply to both MCFN
and Indigenous Services
Canada (ISC) detailing their
support or concerns with the
proposed expansion by Au-
gust 25.

“While local govern-
ments do not have a general
or unilateral veto regarding
reserve creation proposals,
Canada encourages the
Haldimand County to work
collaboratively with the Mis-
sissaugas of the Credit First
Nation to resolve issues of
concern and mutual inter-

est,” read an excerpt from
Rodger’s letter to Haldi-
mand.

County staff created a
report outlining their con-
cerns with the expansion
request. Community and
Development Services Man-
ager Mike Evers shared
those concerns with Council
at the June 17 meeting.

Chief among them is the
loss of municipal jurisdiction
over the land and the loss of
tax revenue from the lands
in perpetuity.

Continued on Page 10
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¢ customized computer system builds
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Nonagenarian celebrates milestone birthday with a big jump

Continued from Page 1

Further checks on Chapman’s bucket list include visiting
all seven continents. Experiences include walking the Great
Wall of China, with a stop in Xi’an to see the famous Terra-
cotta warriors; extensive travel to Africa where she’s “seen all
the big animals”; several trips to South America; and multiple
sojourns to famous waterfalls around the globe, including Ig-
uazu Falls in Brazil, Victoria Falls in Zimbabwe, and Angel
Falls in Venezuela.

“l added it up one day and I've been to 76 different coun-
tries,” said Chapman.

Most of those adventures took place after her late hus-
band, Graham, retired early due to a cancer diagnosis.

“Doctors told him he had a short time to live. As it turns
out, we went to naturalistic as well as traditional medicine and
instead of the five years they gave him, he had 28 and a half
years and six kinds of cancer,” said Chapman.

Extensive travel is far from the only notable thing about
Chapman. She is also the recipient of a Golden Jubilee Med-
al issued by none other than Queen Elizabeth Il in celebration
of her 50th year of service in 2002.

The prestigious medals were meant to honour sustained
work in public-facing roles. Chapman reminisced on the
half-century of volunteer work that earned her the distinction.

“l was a schoolteacher, | was organized, and | did a lot
of things outside of the daily classroom to help kids, spent
extra time with them tutoring and so on,” said Chapman. “I've
just had always had a very strong interest in community and
anything | could do to help, because there’s such a need.”

In addition to volunteering at local churches and hospitals
over the years, Chapman sponsored a classroom in Africa for
five years after meeting a teacher there on a trip.

“I was only briefly there to see what she was doing, but |

helped her with supplies and so on, and advice,” she said.

A member of the British Commonwealth Monarchists So-
ciety of Canada, Chapman and her four sisters all donned red
cowboy hats and flew off to England to celebrate the Queen’s
50th jubilee in style, noting, “I've been invited to a couple spe-
cial things where the Royals were there, so it was very excit-

ing.”

By now you’re surely thinking there’s not much more that
Chapman could have accomplished in her 90 years of life to
date. On that front, you would be wrong.

“I'm an Ontario Golfer, which means | have a special cer-
tificate. You have to win a major tournament to get one of
those,” she shared.

In addition to her love of golf, badminton, and painting,
Chapman remains an active community volunteer to this day,
engaged with local Dunnville clubs like Friends of the Library,
the Optimist Club, and the Horticultural Society.

Another long-time hobby was scrapbooking, with Chap-
man accumulating 457 scrapbooks over the years chronicling
the Royal family.

Less enthused with King Charles than she was his pre-
decessor, Chapman decided to purge her collection, donating
them “10-12 every two weeks” to Grandview Lodge, where
many volumes now belong to the on-site library and have
been read extensively by residents of the long-term care fa-
cility.

Chapman’s friend Colleen O’Reilly called her a “real role
model” who “surprises me with everything she does.”

“She’s now talking about the next decade. That’s her atti-
tude,” said O’Reilly. “I just thought telling her story might be a
real inspiration for other people.”

That love was clear and evident last weekend amongst
those gathered to see Chapman’s big moment through the
skies. Binoculars were pointed up, and cries of “There she

CAYUGA—Marion Chapman poses with her tandem partner,
Kevin Domenico, post-jump.
—Haldimand Press photo by Mike Renzella.
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is! That’s her!” rang out as the yellow and orange parachute
opened far up above them and made its way to the landing
site below.

Asked about the jump once safely back on the ground,
Chapman said, “It was a fantastic experience. I've done sim-
ilar things, but never jumped out of an airplane.”

She recalled the moment the gravity of her decision fully
hit her.

“When they open the doorway and you get that gust of
wind inside the plane, | thought ‘oh my god, we are really
going down.”

She concluded, “It was just super. It was the experience
of a lifetime.”

Family seeking to improve quality of life for Hope Bartlett

Continued from Page 1

The GoFundMe campaign page
states: “Hope was shot in the neck by
someone she trusted. She was be-
trayed in the worst way imaginable.
The government is not covering a lot of
the costs for her therapy and her spe-
cial chair so that’s why we are reaching
out for help. Even if you can’t donate, a
prayer is a lot of help as well.”

Brock also addressed some mis-
information that has circulated since
the shooting. Some online posts have
claimed the incident happened down
Parkview Road, rather than near the
quarries, and others have wrongly stat-
ed that Hope has children.

“She doesn’t have kids, but she re-
ally wanted to. That was something the
guy who shot her took from her too,”
said Brock. “People say cruel things

— like she’s a bad person, like she de-
served this. But Hope is the kindest soul
you’ll ever meet. She’s always put oth-
ers first. She just wanted to make peo-
ple smile and laugh.”

Before the shooting, Hope was
known for her vibrant personality and
her deep love for her family, especially
her younger brother.

“She helped me through my anxi-
ety. She took me under her wing. She
was my best friend,” said Brock. “She
gave me strength. Now it’s our turn to
give that strength back to her.”

Hope’s current condition requires
constant medical support. She lives in
a hospital room surrounded by beep-
ing machines, far from the life she once
knew.

“Her life used to be full of joy and
laughter. Now it’s full of pain, hospitals,
and recovery,” said Brock. “But through

it all, she’s still a bright, loving soul. And
we’re not giving up on her.”

The family hopes to eventually
bring Hope home within the next couple
of years, but doing so will require sub-
stantial renovations, equipment, and
care services.

In the meantime, they are calling
on the community to help however they
can: “A lot of people we thought would
be there for her have turned their backs.
But we’re not giving up. Hope never
gave up on us, and we won'’t give up on
her.”

The GoFundMe campaign for Hope
Bartlett is available online, and support-
ers can also contribute by purchasing
the handmade candles the family is
selling. All proceeds go directly toward
her care.

To donate or learn more, search
“Hope Bartlett” on GoFundMe.

HAGERSVILLE—Hope Bartlett, before and after being shot.
—Submitted photos.

T'S A DATE

Send your not-for-profit or charity event to info@haldimandpress.com or submit at haldimandpress.com/post-an-event. Event details are subject to change without notice.

Thursday, June 26
Haldimand Horticultural ~ Society
General Meeting, 7 p.m. St. Paul’s
Anglican Church, Caledonia. Speak-
er Nancy Lee-Colibaba, Horticultural
Therapist. Consider entering month-
ly competition. Details on website.
Refreshments. All welcome.

Thursday, June 26
Selkirk Centennial Community Hall
Spaghetti Dinner. Last Thursday of
month. 5-6:45 p.m. Takeout avail-
able. Adults $15. Children 7-12 $7,
under 6 free. Info: 905-745-6963.

Saturday, June 28
Carnival at St. John the Divine An-
glican Church, 37 Ottawa St. N,
Cayuga. Noon to 3 p.m. $5/ person
includes food, crafts, games, and
prizes! Info: 905-772-5077 or stjohn-
thedivinecayuga@gmail.com

Saturday, June 28
Cayuga Food Bank monthly ga-
rage sale. 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. Located
across the road from the ball park.

Tuesday, July 1
Canada Day in Central Park. Free
family event: games, prizes, live
music by Mike Miron, bouncy castle;
hot dogs, cake, ice cream, draws. 11
a.m. - 2:30 p.m. Corner of Lock and
Cedar streets, Dunnville.

Tuesday, July 1
Canada Day in Caledonia. 8-10 a.m.
breakfast, 10 a.m. parade, 11 a.m.
- 4 p.m. kid zone and vendors, 11
a.m. to 10 p.m. Legion beer garden,
dusk fireworks. Full schedule and
details at caledoniabia.ca

Saturday, July 5
WOWZA sale, bake table, BBQ at
South Cayuga Community Church.
8 a.m. to 2 p.m. Vendors wanted; in-
doors $20, outdoors $10. Book spot
with Kate: 905-807-9213.

Saturday, July 5
Open House at No. 6 RCAF Dunn-
ville Museum, 10 a.m. - 3 p.m. Car
Show, fly past, museum, vendors,
entertainment, BBQ, 536 Pt. Mait-
land Rd., Dunnville.

Saturday, July 5
Butterfly Habitat Hike with Long
Point Basin Land Trust at Sand Prai-
rie Savanna Nature Reserve. Learn
about life cycles, behaviours, and
plants that support them! 1-3 p.m.
exploretheoutdoors.ca/butterfly-hike

Thursday, July 10
The HAC Classic Car Show, 42 Main
St. S., Hagersville. Fun, food, cars,
DJ. 11 a.m. - 1 p.m. RSVP by July 7:
hac@alzda.ca or 905-768-4488 ext
100. Free, donations welcome.

Thursday, July 10
Second Thursday Book Discussion
Group. John Passfield presenting
his book, Steep Steps. St John the
Divine Church in Cayuga. 1-3 p.m.
No charge. All welcome.

Saturday, July 12
Cottonwood Midsummer Afternoon
Tea 11 a.m. - 2 p.m. Includes live
harpist, full afternoon tea meal,
and tour. $60pp, pre-purchase only.
cottonwoodmansionmuseum.com

July 14,16 & 18
Vacation Bible Camp — Magnified!
Monday, Wednesday, Friday. 9 a.m.
- 3 p.m. Trinity Lutheran Church,
Fisherville. Registration: 905-779-
3425 or trinityfisherville.ca.

Tuesday, July 15
LGBTQ+ Gathering. Third Tues-
day of each month. Grace United
Church, Dunnville. 7-8 p.m. Come
out, be supported, be supportive.

Tuesday July 15
Canvas & Mocktails social event
with step-by-step painting program.
1:15 p.m. at Jarvis Lawn Bowling
Club, 1 James St. Materials sup-
plied, free parking, fully accessible.
18+, youth must be accompanied
by adult. Register at hac.alzda.ca

Saturday, July 19
Brantford Ukulele Festival at St. An-
drews Church, 95 Darling St. Day of
ukulele workshops for players of all
skill levels. Concludes with jam ses-
sions and special gala performance.
Limited spaces.

brantfordukulelesociety.org/festival

Saturday, July 19
Ruthven Park’s Garden Afternoon
Tea. 11 am. - 1 p.m. $55. Savour
sandwiches, sweets, and fine tea af-
ter mansion walk to learn about the
Thompson family. info@ruthvenpark.
ca, ruthvenpark.ca/tickets

Saturday, July 19
Cayuga Summer Festival at Cayuga
Arena, 9 a.m. - 3 p.m. FREE entry!
Bouncy castles, food trucks, climbing
wall, vendors, tethered hot air balloon
rides, petting zoo, magic show, and
more! Register businesses by email-
ing cayugasummerfestival@gmail.
com. Townwide yardsale and Cayuga
Firefighters Annual Breakfast 7:30-11
a.m. Summer Wheels Car Show only
$10 to register, supports the festival.

Saturday, July 19
Cayuga United Church Bake Sale
during Cayuga’s Summer Festival.
8 a.m. to noon. A fun time for all so
bring your sweet tooth.

"

Sunday, July 20

Cayuga Summer Festival Kids Fish-
ing Derby at pavilion beside Conway
Park. Free for ages 3-17. Prizes to
be won! For details or sign up, visit
Grand River Outdoors in Dunnville.

Thursday, July 24
Ham & Salad Bar Supper with des-
sert buffet, 4:30-6:30 p.m. Trinity Lu-
theran Parish Hall, 30 Erie St. N.,
Fisherville. Proceeds to NHC hos-
pice. Advance tickets only until July
20. Adults $25, Children 5 to 10 $10,
Preschoolers free: 905-745-5019.

Friday, July 25
Cottonwood Movie Night on the
Lawn, 8:30 p.m. Family friendly event
includes a popcorn for each ticket
holder, and option of a night time tour.
Tickets $15 per guest.
cottonwoodmansionmuseum.com

Saturday, July 26
Repair Cafe at The Minga (146
Queen Street, Dunnville). 10 a.m.
- 2 p.m. Repairs done for free by
skilled volunteers. Pre-visit check-
list and more info on Minga Face-
book/Instagram pages or at the
Minga Cafe Hub Board.

Thursday, July 31
Selkirk Hall Spaghetti Dinner. Last
Thursday of month. 5-6:45 p.m.
Takeout available. Adults $15; 7-12
$7; under 6 free. 905-745-6963.

'Grand

Greatest Hits of All Time e,
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Firefighters spread their wings for a good cause

By Nick Fearns
The Haldimand Press

CANBOROUGH—The Haldimand Fire Department’s
Canborough Station #6 hosted its 20th annual Wingding
fundraiser this past weekend, drawing strong community
support to raise money for the Canboro Community Centre.

Roughly 250 guests attended each sitting on April 26,
2025, with volunteers preparing an impressive 1,400 pounds
of chicken wings to meet the demand. Over two dozen volun-
teers helped make the event a success, with proceeds going
toward the general maintenance of the centre and plans for
a potential kitchen upgrade. While the exact amount raised
was not yet finalized as of publication, past Wingdings have
typically brought in around $8,000. pha . i oy

Organizer Tim Bartels thanked the community for its on-  CANBOROUGH—Between 25 and 30 volunteers workedto ~ CANBOROUGH—Darren Keyes and Theresa Dillman were
going support, noting the event couldn’t happen without that.  prepare 1,400 pounds of chicken wings. ready to feast on some delicious wings.

1 1 r
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CANBOROUGH—Justin McKeen and Emmett McKeen, 5, biting into some delicious wings CANBOROUGH—Quinten Bartels, left, and Sawyer Witten were saucing up to-go orders at
at the 20th annual Wingding fundraiser. the Wingding fundraiser. —Haldimand Press photos by Nick Fearns.
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70 years of hitting the perfect note

Haldimand-Norfolk Concert Band celebrates seven decades

MR

HALDIMAND—The Haldimand-Norfolk Concert Band is celebrating 70 years.

By Mike Renzella
The Haldimand Press

HALDIMAND—It’s been a great 70 years of entertaining
the community since the Haldimand-Norfolk Concert Band
first formed under the roof of the Christian Reformed Church
in Jarvis back in 1955.

The original group, dubbed the Jarvis Christian Band
Crescendo, consisted of Dutch immigrants. A brass-only
band at first, the group would eventually morph into the Jar-
vis Concert Band in the 1980s as new instruments such as
woodwind and percussion joined the mix.

New instruments weren’t the only fresh ingredient in the
band, however, as members from all around Haldimand and
Norfolk started to join up, prompting a name change to the
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—Submitted photo.

current title in the early 1990s.

“Our whole objective is to entertain folks, we do it in
Haldimand and Norfolk counties. We play a lot of churches,
retirement homes, the Santa Claus parade in Hagersville,
wherever our schedule allows, and somebody wants us,”
said band member Gary Ferris.

To mark that long history, the band has dubbed their 2025
summer concert series their 70th Anniversary Tour.

That annual run of shows is the culmination of a year’s
worth of effort for the band.

“We rehearse at Hagersville Secondary School from
September to the end of April. Our summer concert season
starts in May and we have 10 concerts throughout Haldimand
and Norfolk County,” said Ferris.

Continued on Page 12
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Home receives heritage designation,
preservmg 2 century of hlstory

By Nick Fearns
The Haldimand Press

CALEDONIA—A love
story that never quite was,
a family home cherished by
many, and now a designat-
ed cultural treasure.

The Maples has be-
come more than bricks and
mortar in Caledonia.

The home, at 212 Caith-
ness Street East, has offi-
cially been recognized as a
property of cultural heritage
value and interest under
Section 29 of the Ontario
Heritage Act.

The new designation
ensures that the distinctive
architecture and rich histor-
ical roots of this landmark
will be protected for gener-

ations to come.

CALEDONIA—Robert and Dianne Goffin outside their Caledonia home, The Maples.

Continued on Page 13
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—Haldimand Press photo by Nick Fearns.
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160 Argyle St S Caledonia Ont N3W 1K7

Service Hours
Monday to Friday, 8am - 5pm

== @ e -
Certified Service

70th ANNIVERSARV SALES EVENT! May 26th-31st

Monday & Wednesday
Charity BBQs

Monday in support of West Haldimand Hospital &
Healthcare Foundation

Wednesday in support of Springvale Park Committee

Friday & Saturday
Burger Barn Food Truck

Saturday

Live On-Site Radio with
Rock N Ray Michaels

Yard sales bring
crowds to Jarvis

JARVIS—Though the weather was uncertain with some grey
skies and blustery wind, the streets of Jarvis were busy with
shoppers looking for deals during the Jarvis Yard Sale on
May 17, 2025. Young entrepreneurs were busy again selling
baked goods, lemonade, and more during the annual town-
wide sale. Oscar Burke, 11, offered three different home
baked cookies at his sale table — chocolate chip, red velvet,
and butterscotch toffee. His goal is to purchase a nerf gun.
See more photos on Page 12.

—Haldimand Press photos by Sheila Phibbs.
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Thrifty shoppers find treasures in hanger

DUNNVILLE—Brittany, Braden, Mason,
and baby Maverick Gray, from Brantford, at-
tended the giant hangar sale at No. 6 RCAF
Dunnville Museum for the second year. Brit-
tany said, “We love shopping here; we find
amazing stuff every year.”
—Haldimand Press photos
by Valerie Posthumus.

. - a . : A — a0
DUNNVILLE—Cathy Boyko, Bruce Nevils, and Dave Larmour volun-
teered at this year’s hanger sale.

By Valerie Posthumus
The Haldimand Press

DUNNVILLE—Every May long weekend, the No. 6 RCAF Dun-
nville Museum holds its annual giant yard sale. The event is often
referred to as the hanger sale, since it takes place in Hanger #1.

By 7:30 a.m. on Saturday morning, May 17, 2025, it was estimat-
ed that more than 200 people were lined up for the 8 a.m. start. Vol-
unteers of the event estimated that more than 1,000 people shopped
on Saturday alone. The event ran from May 17 to 19; the final tally of

E .8 = | " % i =
DUNNVILLE—There were still many items up for grabs at the sec-
ond day of the No. 6 RCAF Dunnville Museum’s giant hanger sale.

funds raised was about $11,000.

“We wish to thank the supporters who donated all the items and
the many hundreds who came out to shop; we can only operate and
grow with the support of our community,” said organizer Sandra Mur-
phy.

Mark your calendars for the May 2026 long weekend for your
chance to find that one-of-a-kind item at the hangar sale.

For more information about the museum and the many events
being held there throughout the year, visit rcafmuseum.org/site/home
or call 905-701-7223.

Shoppers flock to annual town-wide yard sale in Jarvis
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JARVIS—Jarvis held its annual town-wide yard sale on Sat-
urday, May 17, 2025. The Jarvis Community Church (JCC)
offered breakfast, baking, and bargains. Helen Hoskin, Barb
Booker, and Cheryl Smuck managed the bake table.

start saving for college.

Gowan (right), both 11, spent many hours preparing for their
sale. With their profits they plan to donate to their church and

JARVIS—Adam Chambers (left) needs a bigger bike than
the one he found amongst the many children’s items avail-
able at the JCC yard sale. He is shown with JCC volunteer
Joan McBride. —Haldimand Press photos by Sheila Phibbs.

Haldimand-Norfolk Concert Band marks 70 years of music

Continued from Page 1

Currently, the band consists of 51 mem-
bers. In addition to a full complement of
woodwinds, the band also features clari-
nets, saxophones, oboes, bassoons, French
horns, trumpets, trombones, percussion, and
a tuba for good measure, with Music Director
Joanne Romanow at the helm.

While the core of the group is drawn from
local communities including Fisherville, Sel-
kirk, Hagersville, Dunnville, Port Rowan, and
Port Dover, many out of town members make
the weekly commute from Brantford, Hamil-
ton, and Tilsonburg.

“We have quite a range of musicians.

Some of them are musicians in terms of
a profession, a couple of them are music
teachers, the rest of us have just played over
the years. My wife and | played with the Unit-
ed Alumni Drum Corps until it folded,” said
Ferris. “We had nothing to do until we saw a
couple members of Haldimand Norfolk Con-
cert Band.”

Joining up, both Ferris and his wife were
handed instruments they not overly familiar
with, a French horn and a saxophone respec-
tively.

“It was a bit of a learning curve but every-
body was helpful,” he said.

In fact, that seems to be theme for mem-
bers, “It’s a very friendly, very helpful group.

We have all ages. | think our youngest is 17
and our oldest is well into their 80s.”

As for music, the band likes to stretch
their muscles, tackling a wide variety of
genres from international marches, to clas-
sical, to nolstagic pop music like The Beach
Boys, to pieces from modern films such as
How To Train Your Dragon.

While the band rarely travels outside
Haldimand-Norfolk’s borders, “technically we
go to different countries with the pieces we’re
playing.”

Ferris summed up why the band remains
popular and vital in the community seven de-
cades later, noting how following performanc-
es, band members mingle with the audience
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and receive accolades.

“Maybe they heard a favourite piece they
haven’t heard in years, it might remind them
of something from the past. It feels good to
just put a smile on people’s face and enter-
tain them for an hour and half,” he said.

The band can be seen next at Faith Cen-
tennial United Church in Selkirk on May 29 at
7:30 p.m. Their 70th anniversary tour contin-
ues throughout June with dates in Simcoe,
Port Dover, and Waterford. For more infor-
mation, search for the band on Facebook,
where the full tour schedule can be found.
Performances are free of charge, with the
band encouraging donations to the church
venues they perform at.
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Cabin Wellness Clinic VIP Day

Nurse and Expert
on-site to Assist You!

Explore the Benefits of the lastest
technology as a Special Guest.

Offering Solutions for:

e Urinary Incontinence ® Menstrual Pain
e Lower Back Pain ¢ Endometriosis

¢ Organ Prolapse ® Pain with Intimacy
® Improve Erectile Function

® Prostate Problem Preventions

e Strengthening Pelvic Floor Muscles
® Premature Ejaculation Solution

Please join us on Thursday May 29,
please call 289-237-5920 to book
your free trial.
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Register Now, Limited Spots!

6 Main Ave W, Fisherville, ON NOA 1G0, Canada
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