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More eyes looking out for those who wander

T -

Neighbourhood
Watch members will
receive fraining to
look after neighbours
in a new way

BY NEVIL HUNT

Commumnitics withan aciive
Neighbourhood Watch pro-
gram in Oiiawa are gelling a
little safer, thanks 1o a local
man wh had abright idea,

Moe Saleh is a
Neighbourhood Waich oo-
ordinxtor in has Kamata area,
and saw a way for the orga-
niation 10 bring cven more

wvalis i ibhe stnects and honics,
He savid hi has a fniend who
cxpenenced a familymember
wimsdering away Mo home
duc todemeniin.,

"It was a horrible thing,”
Salchisand of his fniend s ime
spent worrying befone his (am-
ity meanber was becated,

MORE EYES

Salch realized Meigh-
bowrhood Watch members
could b an exir sets of oyes
o the local strects, and could
observe somcons who nay be
lost or wandering, Whe bet-
ierto spola potential problom
tham i neighbour?

“We're looking for crooks
and criminals,” Salehsaid of
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witch members. “Why not
bk ol For your meighbours?
Anabert neighbour could spot
someone like that, snd il costs
nodhing.™

He ook his idea 1o the
Kanata Seniors” Council,
where hie now serves as a
board meniber.

“They fully supporicd me
— they"re behind me 100 per
cent,” he said, adding he then
took Uit endorsenient and
approached the people who
co-ordinate Neighbourhood
Whatch across the city,

Meighbourhood Watch in
Critwa has now adopied the
idea and Salch said he'd love
for the concepd to spread far
and wide, mayhe evennation-
ally one day,

Tan Gowvam, a board mmanber
with Qttawa Meighbowrhoed
Watch, said looking out for
paople who may wander 5™
perlfect fit™ for the valuntoer
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“Weve decided to incompo-
raie il withall Meighbouhood
Watchco-ordirators,” e sabd.
“Inwill becomee part of what
vou look for, along with sus-
pickous activity like sirmnge
cars,”

Crovan sd wakch menbers
will take part in an onlineg
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Mo Saleh came up with a patentially life-saving idea, and
now Meighbourbaod YWatch members acrotd the city will
bearn about dementia and people who wander. They in turn
ean help identify povential problems elose vo hame,

fraining program offered
by the Dementia Socicly of
Chitawa and Rendrew County,
He said the iraining could be
vitluible for people cutside
Neighbourhaood Wiich (oo,
imscludingz firefighters, children
amad necigdbours,

I Lets you know whil (o
ook for in an onlineg 45-min-
utecourse,” he sasd.

Asg Meighbourhood Walch
mecrvbsers know many of their
neighbours already, hie aid
thy niay bequicker thanoh-
¢rs 1o realize someone with
dementia 15 leaving their
home, and if they are going
i an expected or unexpected
dincciion,

“This is neighbours help-

i what wedoand it s abenefit
Do thee comnmitaity,”
Andilsomeone wilhdemen-
iia ks reported missing, watch
mecibeers could be aleried by
their watch commanders, re-

“This helps us
and helps family
and friends.”

Pudice Chief Evic Stubbs

sulting m more ¢yes looking
for the person wha is missing,
“Oiawa police lave begn

Ortawa Community Besoures
Centre and ihe Dementia
Socicly of Oitawa and
Renfrew County.”

Kanata NMonh Coun, Cathy
Curry credited Salch for
“working tirclesshy on this.™

“He staried prios to the pan-
demnic, then wie hasd e yw po-
lice services board, and then a
new policing mgdel,” she said,
“He has persevened and this
has pow been co-ordinated.™

Curry said shie recently weni
on patrol beside a police offi-
CCT 1N A CRUSCT B CXPCTichoe
some of the day-to-day work
Ottawa’s police officers do,
amd was amnarad at the nundber
of calls that related iomissing
people.

"It seemed 1o be never-end-
ing. | asked the officer il this
wiksa mormal day and she said
it was,” Curry said, 10 very
poed 10 sce that this educa-
tkon will be shared across all
neighbourhoods that have a
Meighbourhood Waich,”

Police ChiclEnc Siubbs said
he knovws the topic olNaander-
g “very well, unferiunately,”
alluding toa Fumiby membser,

“We have anaging popula-
tion and the more we can do
for this growing trend, if can
minimize the tme and re-
sources i takes (Lo conduct a
search),” Stubbs said. “This
helps wsand helps Family and
friends, Ay assistance lrom
the communiiy 15 certamly
suppartive.”

MORE IMFORMATHOM

Te learn about
Neighbourhood Watch, the
organization’s work and fonm-
N2 @ wabch i your ans, visil
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T beammepee shoat demicn-
tia, including acoess (0 train-
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