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The Independent

Sarnia’s Deputy Police Chief says a man 
arrested in a drug bust in Petrolia had likely 
been living in town for nearly a month, using 
it as a home base for his drug trade in the city.

Deputy Chief Ron Hansen spoke to The 
Independent after news of an early morning 
traffic stop Thursday where Sarnia Police 
seized over $200,000 in drugs.

Hansens says police had been watching a 
suspect for some time including on the night 
of June 26 in Sarnia. 

“Our officers were getting surveillance on 
the vehicle as it was leaving and because of 
the nature of the drugs – the type of dealing 
this person was doing – we wanted to have 
our tactical units do the traffic stop. So, our 
drug team basically guided them up to where 
the vehicle was and then they did the contain-

ment traffic stop,” he says.
Once the vehicle was stopped, Hansen said 

the suspect was “agitated from the get go.” 
When the ERT members tried to take him 
into custody, the deputy chief said, he was 
combative and officers used a taser to subdue 
him and arrest him.

“He did not sustain any significant injuries,” 
says Hansen.

Officers searched the man and seized 10.5 
ounces of cocaine, 13 ounces of metham-
phetamine, and eight ounces of fentanyl. 
Police say half of it was uncut fentanyl which 
they say could easily make close to a kilo-
gram of fentanyl when mixed with a precursor 
which was also seized.

Police say the estimated street value of 
the drugs was $222,069. Police also seized 
$7,900 in cash in the traffic stop.

The deputy chief says after the man was in 
custody, investigators found an Airbnb rental 

where the takedown occurred. 
Officers went to court that morning and just 

over nine hours later were searching the one- 
bedroom, modern unit overlooking Petrolia 
Line. 

Police seized another $12,140 in cash, food 
colouring, Ziploc bags for packaging and 7.34 
grams of MDMA (ecstasy) as well as a digital 
scale.

Police say the items seized during the arrest 
and at the Petrolia Airbnb show evidence of 
“high-level trafficking” in Sarnia and suggests 
he was producing his own fentanyl based on 
the items seized and found in Petrolia.

Hansen believes the suspect had been stay-
ing in the unit for three or four weeks. “A lot 
of the (dealers) GTA and from the London 
area will come into Sarnia, and they all set up 
in in trap houses,” the deputy chief says.

SEE DRUGS PG 2
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Petrolia/North Enniskillen firefighters lead the effort to control a barn fire on Petrolia Line Canada Day. Four fire departments were on the scene in the heat. One firefighter was 
taken to hospital with heat exaustion. They were released hours later. See more on page six.

CAUSE OF PETROLIA LINE FIRE UNKNOWN

Heather Wright
The Independent

Petrolia’s long-awaited splash pad 
should be up and running by the end 
of July. 

That from Town of Petrolia 
officials who acknowledged they’d 
hoped it would be open July 1.

In 2019, a community survey called 
for a splash pad. The 2020 Parks and 
Recreation Master Plan also picked 
up on the desire for the water feature. 
In 2021, Petrolia Kiwanis offered to 
build a splash pad for the town and 
started raising money. In 2023, the 
town agreed to allow the club to pay 
the $100,000 over 10 years. 

SEE SPLASH PAD PG 2

Petrolia splash 
pad almost ready

Over $220K in drugs seized in Petrolia
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Additional Displays by the Triple C Carvers 
of Sarnia and the Bluewater R/C Flyers!

Moore Museum Presents

SUNDAY JULY 6TH, 1:00PM-4:00PM
MODEL TRAIN DAY

50 New Military Models will be on display 
to commemorate the 80th Anniversary of 

the end of WWII  • Adult: $6 - Child: $3

94 Moore Line, Mooretown ON
25 minutes south of Sarnia

Highlights:
• Uplifting Worship: Join us for a time of praise and worship.

• Inspirational Message: Hear an encouraging sermon that will uplift
 your spirit.

• Community Fellowship: Connect with friends in a safe, welcoming
 environment.

• What to Bring: Your favourite lawn chair and a heart ready to worship 

Your Invitation to Outdoor Church Services!
Sunday Evenings, July 6 through to Sunday August 24

Time: 7:00 PM           Location: Victoria Park Petrolia
Sponsored By: St Andrews, St Pauls, First Baptist and Christ Church Churches

CON’T FROM PG 1
“They can rent Airbnbs and they’re 

pretty much anonymous…we know 
where all the hotels and motels are, but 
we don’t know where all the Airbnbs 
are, so there is some level of protection 
for the criminals to work without being 
detected,” he says. 

“I don’t have any information that he 
was actually trafficking in Petrolia. He 
was using that as home base and com-
ing to Sarnia, where he would set up 
and do all of his work in Sarnia. 

“There was evidence of precursor 
materials in his house …the Airbnb, 
but not evidence of him actually mak-
ing the drugs at that location. 

“I think he was in Petrolia simply 
to be anonymous…(to) walk around 
downtown Petrolia and people would 
not recognize him as a drug dealer…I 
think it …affords them a little bit of 
anonymity in Petrolia certainly.”

While Hansen doesn’t believe the 
suspect was dealing drugs in Petrolia, 
there was a level of danger to mixing 
the drugs. “Fentanyl and the precursors 
and stuff they used to make the drugs 
with is volatile, so there is a bit of a 
danger.”

Police arrested Owen Clayton Folkes, 
23, of Scarborough. He is being held 
for bail charged with four counts of 
possession of a controlled substance 

for the purpose 
of trafficking 
and possession 
of property ob-
tained by crime 
over $5,000.

“This arrest 
again demon-
strates how 
far reaching 
these criminal 
enterprises can 
be,” said Chief 
Derek Davis in a news release. “We 
also see that City of Sarnia investiga-
tions often have connections to our 
Lambton County neighbours.”

 CON’T FROM PG 1
Then in 2024, the equipment was 

ordered and the groundwork for the 
splash pad began.

Julie Bullock, director of parks and 
recreation, said the town’s contractors 
are now finishing the last steps of the 
project. “The splash pad is almost 
complete,” she said in an email to The 
Independent. 
“The water just needs to be hooked up 
and turned on and our staff trained on 
the use/maintenance of the system.”

For those last steps we need the area 
around the splash pad to be complete 
for the safety of the users.”

Friday, contractors were paving the 
pathways around the site. Another coat 
of asphalt is needed and some fencing 
along the soccer field needs to be 
installed,” she said.

“The washroom/change room facility 
is nearly complete as well, we are just 
waiting on a few finishing touches,” 
Bullock added.

The town hoped to have the splash 

pad open for Canada Day but “the 
weather this spring did not cooperate 
and contractors could not get in as 
early as we had hoped to start back up.  
 “We are hopeful that the work will 
be complete and the splash pad is 
operational by the end of July. 

“If the work is complete before then 
we will open it as soon as we are able.”

Bullock says the town hopes to host 
an official grand opening of the splash 
pad Aug. 26 at noon. 

Splash pad could be ready for use by the end of July
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Officers searched an 
Airbnb on Petrolia’s 
main street.

Drugs seized in Petrolia after a traffic stop by Sarnia police

The Best in Canada: Petrolia’s Bell marks 800 wins
Heather Wright
The Independent

Brian Bell hasn’t won on Father’s 
Day since 2021. But the Petrolia-born 
jockey pulled off one of the biggest 
wins of his career on this year Father’s 
Day becoming the first Canadian 
jockey to reach 800 wins.

Bell is a quarter horse jockey; he 
calls it the drag racing of horses - 
straight down the track. Bell has been 
a quarter horse jockey for the 27 years. 

Bell’s love of horses started in Grade 
11 at LCCVI when his dad, Dave Bell, 
introduced him to  Murray Schwartz. 
That led to a equine vet coop program 
with Schwartz and Cathy Cofell. While 
he was in the program, he realized he 
wanted to be on top of the horses, not 
looking inside them.

Over the years there were people 
along the way who helped him become 
a quarter horse rider.  Most of his 
career has been racing on 110 to 440 
yard tracks in Ontario; about 90 per 
cent of his wins are on Canadian soil 
including number 800 at Ajax Downs. 
“It was Father’s Day Sunday, which is 
funny; in the last three years I have not 
won a race on a Father’s Day.” Bell 
had three “hot-shot winners” to ride 

that day; two balked at the gate and 
were pulled from their races. It came 
down to the very last race of the day. 
He mounted Marilyn Magic, a horse 
he’d won three times on, “sure enough, 
we came out of the gates and halfway 
down, she just exploded and we got 
the win. But it came down to the very 
last race on Father’s Day.”

Bell says it was nice to “get the mon-
key off his back” marking the 800th 
win. 

“It’s just been amazing. It’s an amaz-
ing ride,” he said of the win. And it’s 

clear Bell loves what he does.
“It’s the thrill, it’s the speed. And I 

love the horses,” he says. “All it takes 
is one big horse to put yourself on a 
map

“It’s been a ride, you know, being 
able to do what I’ve done, and accom-
plish and being the best in Canada.”

NEW MEDIA IMAGES

Petrolia native Brian Bell is 
Canada’s all-time leading Quarter 
horse Jockey. He hit is 800th win on 
Fathers’ Day.
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