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No more affectionate
‘Irish Eyes’ duets

Despite the talk about
the wonderful history
of friendship between
Canada and the United
States, most of us in
this country would be
hesitant to sing an af-
fectionate “Irish Eyes”
duet with our neighbour
to the south.

There are many Canadi-
ans of a certain age who
remember the demonstra-
tions, sit-ins and marches
held to protest things that
were primarily American —
thewar in Vietnam and race
riots, to name two. More
than one American flag
went up in flames on Cana-
dian university campuses.
Despite our fondness for
orange juice, Disneyland
and television sitcoms, and
our liking for the many in-
dividual Americans who
are decent, caring people
and who are part of our
circle of friends and family,
there has|ong been agener-
a anti-American sentiment
here that may be subtle, but
runs rather deep.

We are inclined to cringe
at over-the-top displays of
patriotism — the hand-on-
the-heart, flag-waving dis-
plays that are so very ...
American.

To many of us, that 1958
political novel by Wil-
liam Lederer and Eugene
Burdick, The Ugly Ameri-
can, has been resounding
loudly in recent days, with
every threat of punitive
tariffs, annexation, and ex-
pansionist rhetoric from the
White House — or White
House South, Mar-a-Lago.
That novel became a best-
seller for its scathing depic-
tion of American arrogance
and inept diplomacy in
Southeast Asia. The con-
cept of the Ugly American
has worked its way into
common usage as a term
for a certain obnoxious,
condescending  behaviour
toward people who are not
American.

The Collins English Dic-
tionary defines an ‘ugly
american’ as “a stereotypi-
cal representation of an
American tourist as a brash
and insensitive philistine.”
The Merriam-Webster
Dictionary’s definition is
“an American in a foreign
country whose behavior
is offensive to the people
of that country.” Not ev-

Pauline Kerr
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ery American is an Ugly
American, of course. But
enough are that they can,
and apparently did, put one
of their own in the White
House.

Most Canadians, and more
than a few Americans, are
no moreimpressed by Ugly
American behaviour now,
than we were in 1958.

And so we in Canada
are making our displea
sure known by boycotting
American goods — noth-
ing formal or government-
sanctioned, just avoiding
that “made in the USA”
label. Some of us have
gone so far as to cancel
Florida vacations and shift
investments away from the
States.

This is not a wave of Ca-
nadian patriotism, but
damage control aimed at
a neighbour whose behav-
iour has gone from obnox-
ious to disturbing.

Thereisan old saying, that
“good fences make good
neighbours.” In this case,
there seems to be a hole in
the fence, but the neighbour
is demanding we take com-
plete responsibility for the
repair. He throws a hissy
fit if we step onto his lawn
without proper authoriza-
tion, but feels entitled to
enter our property and help
himself to the contents of
our tool shed. He treads on
our tomato plants, curses at
our kids, and lets his attack
dog poop on our front walk.
With neighbours like that,
who needs enemies?

In days to come, Canada
will not be scrambling to
placate an unreasonable
neighbour. Canada will
be busy looking for trade
dedls, vacation destinations
and investment opportuni-
ties with more dependable
partners. Some of the best
opportunities may well be
inside our own borders.

Whatever bond of trust
there was between Canada
and the United States has
been replaced by caution.
Only a fool would trust the

Continued on page 5
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You have CNN at 9,

Fox News at 10, MSNBC
at 11, the New York Times
at noon, USA Today aft 1,

then the rest of the day
ducking Canadian media..
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Smoke and mlrrors

Don’t be fooled by what you are
being shown on mainstream media
right now. Along with the smoke,
the many drastic, unnecessary and
horrific “executive orders” that the
current so-called leader south of the
49" parallel is throwing out of the
big white house, he is doing many
more dark and evil things behind
the mirror.

One of the first things done was a
shakedown of the media, which like-
ly needed to be done in some cases
(such as Fox News and CNN, which
continue to run their opinion shows
as newswith very little actual news),
but the propaganda machine was
started with that particular “execu-
tive order.”

Neither sociad media nor main-
stream news, especialy inthe States,
will be reliable sources of truth.
Small-town papers like this one may
become a better choice to avoid the
smoke and see behind the mirrors.

So, with these thoughts in mind, I
reached out to my nephew, who lives
in the Arizona/New Mexico area.
He is a visibly Indigenous man who
is living through the reversal of not
only hard-fought, hard-won Indig-
enous rights but of fundamental hu-
man rights on his own lands.

I wanted to hear it directly from
someone living through it, not some
bot on socia media there to spread
disinformation.

My nights have become increasing-
ly sleepless, and my days filled with
angst, worrying about my brown
brothers and sistersin the south who
are being plunged back into the hor-
rific past where shooting Indians was
a sport and land was taken violently
with few survivors.

Many are being detained, and the
detainers (ICE) (and border guards,
for that matter) are demanding a

Cory Bilyea
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Blood Quantum Paper along with
tribal identification (“Your papers!”
- sound familiar?). We are to get this
from our reserves, like a pedigree
paper you would get for your pet that
shows how much Indian blood you
have.

My nephew is from a long line of
freedom fighters who have fought
for Indigenous rights for decades. He
is prepared to lay down his life if he
has to, to protect what is left of their
territories. But he has a family—my
nephew has children—and he is un-
sure how to protect them from the
oncoming storm.

There are currently no exit strategies
for these people. The government-
imposed tribal governments are just
puppets for the government, and
they do not have the people's best
interests at heart. When my nephew
inquired about a plan, an exit strat-
egy, and some guidance from them,
he was told to just do what ‘they’ say,
don’t fight, even if you get deported
or sent to Guantanamo Bay, just do
what they say.

Many states have already or are in
the process of criminalizing protests,
so one of my nephews’ fears is that
it will be like it was before, where
three or more Indians who got to-
gether in public would be arrested.

This is not okay. None of this is
okay, and if you think for one minute
that this evil man is the saviour of the
free world, you are sadly mistaken.
It’s more like the ruin of it.

There is a prophecy from the old
ones that tells us there will come a
time when a fork will appear in the
road. Loosely trandated, it says that
one of these forks will lead to unity,
peace, and a coming together of all
four directions (the human race in-
cluded). The other would lead to de-
struction and death. The fate of the
world will depend on which path the
human race chooses.

I would like to ask you to lift up
your eyes (and listen to your gut) and
really look at the truth of this current
situation. Tariffs are not going to be
the biggest problem we are facing as
a human race if this man is allowed
to continue with his destruction of
the free world.

It is time to speak up. Be careful
what you share on social media; take
mainstream news with a grain of salt.

Things are not the same anymore.
No amount of wishing it away will
make that happen. We, as the human
race, must not alow another Holo-
caust. Let future historians be able
to say that the human race came to-
gether and saved themselves and the
world from this storm.

Every single person can do some-
thing about it. Use the tools you
have; I'm using this platform to talk
to you. You can talk to others. Have
conversations, not arguments. Think
clearly and logically about what you
are saying to others and ensure it is
true. If you’re not sure, then don’t
say it.

Teach your children the truth. Show
them that you have their best interest
at heart and want to save their human
rights and the planet. It’s not hard to
be abigot, but it's tough to be true to
your spirit.

In times of crisis, we look to our el-
ders and medicine people

Continued on page 5

The Advance Times welcomes
your submissionsand letters

As The Wingham Advance Times works to provide an
interesting and accurate reflection of Wingham and the
surrounding area through our news pages, we urge lo-
cal citizens to ensure that their community organization
is represented through submissions of news tips, articles

made to ensure those that arrive make our print and online
editions.

Numerous stories and photos in each edition have been
supplied by dedicated correspondents or interested com-
munity members. We truly appreciate and support your
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Time to compartmentalize

Normally I am among those who are least
likely to be sympathetic to folks who don’t
engage during election season. The old
adage of, “If you didn’t vote, don’t com-
plain,” was drilled into me at a young age.
In my view, in normal times there isn’t a
good excuse for not taking time to under-
stand how an election impacts your life.
Unfortunately, for many of us, it hasn’t felt
like normal times in a very long time.

Our society still hasn’t figured out life
following the social upheaval caused by
the pandemic. We rolled right out of that
frying pan, straight into the fire of infla-
tion. Housing and food rapidly increased
in price and many households were thrust
into precarious situations, where simple fi-
nancial survival has become a daily battle.

It became quite clear this past week that
the leadership of our Southern neighbour
is intent on trying to financially cripple
us as a nation, and it is very hard to care
about our own upcoming provincial elec-
tion. All we can do is try to shut off our TV
or phone for a moment and go for a walk.
While you are on one of those walks,
maybe take a few to think about the four
questions | posed in my last installment. Is
my hospital as reliable as it was five years
ago? Are local schools less crowded? Are
there long-term care beds ready to take on
our rapidly aging population? Has Ontar-
io’s deficit stopped growing? Yes, there is
a lot going on in the world around us right
now. And some of it feels more in our face
right now than these questions. But every
one of those directly relates to you and
your families daily lives. They are con-
nected to the bedrock of our future.

If there is one good thing that has come
out of this trade dispute, it has been a re-
awakening of Canadian pride. Sure, there
are loud detractors who claim they would
welcome becoming a 51st State but for ev-
ery one of them there are 10 people with a
quiet determination: Canada must prevail.
If Canada is to succeed both now and in
the future, we need to start with emphasiz-
ing the vital importance of our healthcare
and our education. Both of those things are
firmly the responsibility of Ontario to de-
liver.

A 2024 report issued by the Fraser Insti-
tute, a Canadian think tank, showed math
and reading scores have decreased while
per student spending has remained con-
stant when adjusted for inflation. That pes-
ky inflation is part of the rub here. When
you look at spending in nominal terms,
Ontario is spending 25% more per student
than they were a decade ago. More dollars
getting spent while results are going down.

If Ontario is going to continue being a
place where you can count on access to
a good education, no matter how much
money your parents have, then we need
to take a scalpel and cut at the layers of
excess administration that exist today. The
lowest hanging fruit is to follow the lead of
other Canadian provinces like Quebec and
Newfoundland who have merged school
systems into a single secular system. At a
high level, making this change would save
a bleeding treasury over $1.5 billion dol-
lars a year (Over 6% of our current annual
deficit!). At the local level it would get
rid of the kind of idiocy that sees a pub-

Stewart Skinner
The Ivory Silo

lic school student in Listowel experience
restricted access to an education option
like French immersion, while local Cath-
olic school students get that very access.
It would also make more efficient use of
capital expenditures while creating new
opportunities for additional course offer-
ings for all local students.

On the healthcare front, Ontario remains
the lowest spender per capita in Canada.
For almost 30 years, our amazing nurses,
doctors, and technicians of every type
have pulled off miracle after miracle when
it comes to caring for us. But now we are
firmly staring down the barrel of having to
figure out how to provide proper care for
our aging loved ones. We can’t keep count-
ing on miracles.

There may be someone reading this very
column who stood in the snow in Walk-
erton a few weeks ago, hoping to win the
family doctor hunger games. A Jan. 29,
2025 press release from the Ontario Medi-
cal Association stated that 2.5 million On-
tarians do not have a family doctor today.

For many residents in Grey and Bruce
counties there have been too many days
where all the local ERs were closed due to
labour shortages. Ontarians deserve better
care and there has been little shown to date
to indicate the Ford government has any
intention of focusing on our longstanding
issues out here in Midwestern Ontario.

In today’s economic climate we need to
ask how to do the hard work of delivering
better outcomes without spending more
money. Even before trade upheaval threat-
ened to derail the provincial economy, def-
icit spending over the last decade has seen
Ontario’s total debt surpass $400 Billion.
According to current government projec-
tions for this fiscal year, the Ford govern-
ment will have added almost $50 Billion
to the total debt in their last term alone.
Has that precious cash been spent wisely?
Is this what we call fiscal conservatism?
Premier Ford decided to spend billions on
non-core projects like getting beer into the
convenience store and building a fancy
lakefront spa instead of ensuring that we
didn’t have three emergency rooms a week
closed in Midwestern Ontario.

We need to compartmentalize to survive.
It is important to have mental energy to
face the challenges you face every day.
Still, if you can summon the energy, | im-
plore you to take some nuggets of time and
think of your experience in Ontario here
the past five years. And, even if it’s only
for a few minutes, think about who you
want in charge of administering education
and healthcare for all of us for the foresee-
able future.

**k*k

Stewart Skinner is a local business owner
and former political candidate, who has
worked at Queen’s Park as a policy advi-
sor to the Minister of Agriculture, Food,
and Rural Affairs. Reach him on Twitter:
@modernfarmer
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Contributed photo

New members are welcomed to the Formosa Swans. Pictured from left is Heather Hendricks,
sponsored by Mary Nichols and Sally Kroeplin, sponsored by Lauren Kroeplin.

Formosa Swans add two new members

FORMOSA - The Formosa Swans have
added two new members to their club dur-
ing their monthly meeting on Feb. 3.

The newly joining ladies were warmly
welcomed by fellow members and pre-
sented with Swans club kits, as well as

honorary pins.

The new members will be busy helping
the club with future events, beginning with
March break for a bingo event, held Thurs.
March 13, followed by an Easter egg hunt
on Sat., April 19.

Grant funding will help protect firefighters

Continued from front page

grant will fund the acquisition of ad-
vanced PPE, including balaclavas and
gloves, which are critical in reducing
carcinogen exposure. These items are an
essential barrier, protecting vulnerable
areas from absorbing harmful substances.
By upgrading our protective gear, we are
equipping our firefighters with the tools
they need to perform their duties safely
and confidently.
Enhanced Decontamination Practices:
The addition of a dedicated decontami-
nation unit will address a key area of
concern: the accumulation of hazardous
contaminants on firefighting gear. Proper
cleaning and decontamination processes
are vital for removing these substances and
preventing them from being transferred to
fire stations, vehicles, or even firefighters’
homes. This initiative ensures that every
piece of equipment is maintained in a state

that minimizes health risks.

Long-Term Benefits: Occupational cancer
remains one of the most significant threats
to firefighter health, and proactive preven-
tion strategies are essential to mitigating
this risk. Investing in modern equipment
and improved processes, the department is
taking decisive action to safeguard its per-
sonnel. These measures not only enhance
immediate safety during operations but
also contribute to the long-term health of
our team, ensuring they can continue serv-
ing the community effectively.

“The successful grant application for
$16,460.90 will fully fund the acquisi-
tion of advanced PPE and a decontami-
nation unit,” said Kregar. “This funding
eliminates the immediate financial burden
on the municipality and ensures that the
project can proceed without impacting the
existing 2025 fire department operating
budget.”

Huron to host youth-focused job fair

The County of Huron invites students and
youth to job fair for a variety of paid posi-
tions available at the County of Huron this
summer season.

The event, set for Feb. 18, will be held
both in-person and virtually. The in-person
program will be held at the Huron County
Museum at 110 North Street in Goderich
from 3 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. while the vir-
tual program will be held from 9 a.m. to
noon via Zoom at https://usO6web.zoom.
us/j/88204002163, or Meeting ID 882
0400 2163 with passcode Huron.

“We have a variety of summer jobs avail-
able this season and we warmly welcome
students to apply,” said County of Huron
Director of Human Resources Lara Van-
stone. “If you’re excited to learn some-
thing new, help your community, or just
want to build your resume, join us at the
county’s job fair.”

The county has many departments that

provide a variety of community services
and are currently accepting applications
from students. Students interested in re-
searching history and sharing local his-
torical stories might want to apply to the
Huron County Museum, while those with
a passion for healthcare might enjoy work-
ing with the county’s long-term care de-
partment, Homes for the Aged. Youth in-
terested in the trades would benefit from
a student position with the county’s public
works team, while those who want to learn
more about local businesses and improve
communications skills may consider the
Economic Development department.
There are a wide range of employment
opportunities at the County of Huron with
more than a dozen youth-geared positions
available.

Students are welcome to bring their re-
sumes to the job fair or apply online at hu-
roncounty.ca/jobs.

Bilyea: Smoke and mirrors

Kerr: Canada’s leaders
are not fools

Continued from page 4
ethically challenged neigh-
bourhood bully — and Can-
ada’s leaders are not fools.
They will look for, and find
work-arounds and alternatives
to dealing with the regime in
power in the United States.
It has become a very small
world, with many potential
trading partners.
As for the ethically chal-
lenged neighbour — we will
likely find ourselves looking
forward to the day when he
and his ilk will be looking

for a friend to lend a helping
hand, not a victim to back-
stab, manipulate or steam-roll.
In the meantime, we will be
striving to make Canada a
strong, independent, econom-
ic powerhouse — without com-
promising Canadian values.

**k*

Pauline Kerr is a Local Jour-
nalism Initiative reporter with
Midwestern Newspapers.
Comments or feed back can
be sent to pkerr@midwestern-
newspapers.com

Continued from page 4
for guidance, like faith-based folks of different rac-
es worldwide. The following are some wise words
from one of our medicine people here on Turtle Is-
land. | have shared part of his message here for you:

“There is a social demand in this crisis but also a
spiritual demand. The two go hand in hand. Without
the social dimension, we fall into fanaticism. But
without the spiritual dimension, we fall into pessi-
mism and lack of meaning.

“You were prepared to go through this crisis. Take
your toolbox and use all the tools at your disposal.
Learn about resistance with Indigenous and African
peoples: we have always been and continue to be
exterminated. But we still haven’t stopped singing,
dancing, lighting a fire and having fun. Don’t feel
guilty about being happy during this difficult time.
You don’t help at all by being sad and without en-
ergy. It helps if good things emanate from the Uni-
Verse NOw.

“It is through joy that one resists. Also, when the
storm passes, you will be very important in the re-
construction of this new world. You need to be well

and strong. And, for that, there is no other way than
to maintain a beautiful, happy and bright vibration.
This has nothing to do with alienation. This is a re-
sistance strategy.
“For now, this is what you can do: serenity in the
storm. Calm down and pray. Everyday. Establish a
routine to meet the sacred every day. Good things
emanate, what you emanate now is the most impor-
tant thing. And sing, dance, resist through art, joy,
faith and love.”
- A Message from White Eagle Algonkin / Arapaho
Medicine Man.
Aho
All My Relations

**kk
Cory Bilyea is an Indigenous journalist currently
working for Midwestern Newspapers. She is a mem-
ber of the Six Nations of the Grand River, better
known as Onkwehonwe, the original people. Cory
is a survivor of intergenerational trauma caused by
residential schools. She can be reached at chilyea@
midwesternnewspapers.com.
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Suppressed fury

I was recently in-
vited to participate
in an op-ed cam-
paign, which took
my writing to a dif-
ferent editor who
had never read any
of my columns. She
was impressed (for
lack of a better word,
in context) with what she
called the suppressed fury
in my writing.

This is not the first time
that my anger has been
brought up, and as | was
out walking my little dog
this morning, | had a good,
long think about that.
Although | don’t have to
explain myself, | thought
that the subject would make
good fodder for a column.
The intense fire that burns
deep in my heart and soul
began when | was a little
girl. That flame has been
nurtured, lovingly tended
by traumatic events that not
only stole my happiness at
a very young age but taught
me that being a “Canadian
Indian” meant that | was
inherently flawed, not a hu-
man being.

When I first began to learn
the truth instead of the
whitewashed lies (there’s
that suppressed fury again,
I can’t help it), my tender
heart was overwhelmed
with a sorrow and despair
so deep that | have never
been able to shake it.

I am nearly 60 years old
and that sorrow is still
there. The unimaginable
things | have witnessed
and experienced in my life
would bring the most sea-
soned war veteran to their
knees, | kid you not. And
the one common denomi-
nator in all of the things I
have seen is that human be-
ings are the cause.

Human beings cause so
much harm to Creation,
to each other. For power,
for glory, for money. But
they don’t seem to care too
much about each other.
Christians preach the Ten
Commandments, but they
often fail to practice what
they preach. With the Bible
in one hand and a gun in the
other, they say ‘Christ died
for our sins, so we have free
reign to blow your brains
out if you disagree with us’
and get forgiven on Sunday
at church.

The Doctrine of Discov-

Cory Bilyea
The Creative Word

ery reflected a worldview
of European cultural and
religious superiority over
other peoples, providing a
religious justification for

dispossessing  Indigenous
Nations.
Regardless of who is

right or wrong regarding
religion, politics and race
theory, the notion that the
Caucasian race is somehow
superior to all others di-
rectly contradicts their own
Bible.
Genesis 1:27 states that
“God created man in his
own image; in the image
of God he created him;
male and female he created
them,” emphasizing inher-
ent dignity and worth for
all humanity.
So, yes, my anger started
with the hypocrisy at my
adopted mother’s hands,
in the name of her beloved
church, my anger grew as
grown men in my life de-
cided that it was okay to
sexualize a little Indian girl
because we were not hu-
man, but sexual toys here
for their pleasure. Nobody
has ever been held account-
able.
My suppressed fury began
when | was kidnapped and
gang raped by neighbours
for the fun of taking a lit-
tle Indian girl’s virginity,
because we have been de-
humanized for so long it’s
no longer even considered
rape. Nobody has been held
accountable.
My anger grows every
time some unthinking per-
son opens their mouth to
tell me how much they
hate my people because
someone stole their car and
burned it, or how my peo-
ple were conquered, or how
my people are lazy and
dirty with no ambitions.
My anger grows at the
absolute hypocrisy of the
current settler population’s
belief that immigrants are
stealing everything and
should be sent back to
where they came from.
That is exactly what they
Continued on page 5
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—ANY CHANCE
| COULD HAVE
MY OLD
JOB BACK?

Rude classroom behaviour:

take a deep breath and count to 10

There is new data to prove teachers
are not imagining it — they really are
seeing more rude behaviour in the
classroom than was the case prior to
the pandemic.

One has to wonder what would be
the result of a similar study compar-
ing adult behaviour before and af-
ter the pandemic. Most of us would
predict results indicating it is not
just the kids.

Obnoxious behaviour that only a
few years ago was considered be-
yond the pale, is now observed ev-
erywhere, from the Walmart park-
ing lot, to meetings of international
leaders.

When the president of the United
States regularly launches rants in
language that would seem more ap-
propriate on an episode of South
Park, it somehow normalizes this
sort of behaviour.

We, and our children, have become
accustomed to hearing casual con-
versations on the street in which
every second word starts with “f.”
We have observed adults in the lo-
cal drive-through line throw tan-
trums worthy of a two-year-old in
full melt-down. A minor traffic dis-
pute or error in a coffee shop order
can trigger a frothing-at-the-mouth,
obscenity-shrieking baseball bat at-
tack. Doing the adult equivalent of
“looking at someone funny” can
start a social media war that makes
the legendary dispute between the
Hatfields and McCoys seem like
nothing.

We could keep blaming it on the
pandemic, but we might want to
take a look at what else was going
on at the same time.

In the past decade, electronic com-
munications have eliminated the

Pauline Kerr
Off The Record

concept of “time to cool off.” Think
back to the era when someone
would respond in anger to an insult
by writing a scathing letter, which
they would put away and haul out
later when they thought of some-
thing even more scathing to add.
And on it would go, with the unsent
letter being found centuries later in
an antique desk drawer.

That would never happen these
days. The venomous spewing
would be written (undoubtedly in
block capitals, with many exclama-
tion marks), sent, read and respond-
ed to, in a matter of seconds, ending
lifelong friendships, breaking up
families, and ruining careers.
Perhaps we need a new app for our
devices, that, when certain words
are detected, like “nincompoop” or
“nasty,” would trigger a delay long
enough for sober second thought.
Until that app is invented, we might
utilize a technique with which our
grandmothers were quite familiar.
“Take a deep breath and count to
10.” If we still feel like blowing up
the phone or computer with a bar-
rage of “f” bombs, we can repeat
the 10-count ... and repeat ... as
long as necessary.

There has also been a certain trend,
especially by internet psychol-
ogy gurus, toward venting nega-
tive feelings. The writers may have
meant talking with a professional
rather than keeping it all bottled up

inside. What too many readers saw
was permission to throw rage fits in
public.

Add a hectic, 24/7 lifestyle, grid-
lock, and the pressures of an in-
creasingly urbanized culture, and
rage fits tend to go nuclear, fast. The
deep breath and count to 10 tech-
nique can defuse an explosive situa-
tion, or at least buy enough time for
police to get there.

One has to wonder what would
happen if our rude kids observed
the world leaders they see on televi-
sion maintain their dignity and treat
others politely; if horn-honking me-
lees downtown at rush hour were
extreme rarities; if parent-teacher
conversations were calm, with no
raised voices; and if adults used
actual adjectives in conversation in-
stead of f-bombs.

That said, perhaps it really was the
pandemic. We suddenly had no so-
cial life to speak of, as public gath-
erings and activities got cancelled.
No more juggling which parent
drove which kid to what activities.
Life slowed down. Kids had time
to themselves, to play with siblings
or just daydream and catch their
breath.

Perhaps the rude behaviour among
both adults and kids is a response to
life back on the fast track, a way of
expressing discomfort at too many
things to do and not enough time to
do them.

Take a deep breath ... count to 10

**k*k

Pauline Kerr is a Local Journalism
Initiative Reporter with Midwestern
Newspapers. Comments and feed-
back can be sent to pkerr@midwest-
ernnewspapers.com.

Orthopedic surgeon joins local hospital alliance team

Continued from front page

- hammer toe correction; and

- First MTP joint fusion.

“Having Dr. Asham join our surgi-
cal team means that patients can re-
ceive specialized procedures right
here at home, without the added
burden of travelling long distanc-
es,” said Esther Millar, president
and CEO of LWHA. “This is a clear
example of how physician recruit-

ment directly benefits our patients
and our community.”

Expanding surgical capacity

With new orthopedic services now
available, LWHA is encouraging
local physicians to refer their pa-
tients directly to LWHA surgeons.
This involves reaching out to fam-
ily physicians’ offices to promote
the expanded range of procedures

available at Wingham and Listowel.

“We are at an important moment
of growth and progress in our local
health system,” said Stacey Ash,
LWHA Board Chair. “There is new
surgical capacity available right
here in our hospitals, and we are
urging local referrals. Every new
physician we add enhances care
and decreases the need for patients
to travel outside the region.”
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Cory Bilyea photos

The Wingham and District Horticultural Society held it's first meeting of autumn on Sept. 10. The fun activity for the evening was “Create your own teacup garden.” Left photo: Joanne Cook and Judy
Hahn show their creations. Righ: Members enjoying their time with each other creating beauty.

Wingham and District Horticultural Society resumes after summer break

CORY BILYEA
chilyea@midwesternnewspapers.com

WINGHAM - The Wingham
and District Horticultural Soci-
ety held its meeting on Sept. 10,
following a short summer break,
at the Wescast Community Com-
plex in the Hot Stove Lounge.
New President and Chair of the
Society, Joanne Douglas, opened
the meeting with an introduction
to one of her plants, “Carlos the
Cactus,” an activity she said she
often does to initiate discussions
around different types of plants
and their care.

The group of local volunteers
covered a range of activities
performed over the summer, in-
cluding sharing the wonderful

comments and praise they had
received from many members of
the community on the beautiful
flower beds at Cruikshank Park.
One of the members had put to-
gether a photo album of the park
in both spring and summer to
share. She said the album would
also be used for newspaper clip-
pings and other photos, and that
she would be creating an ex-
clusive album showecasing the
park’s transformation.

The discussion moved to how
the volunteers dedicated to the
park spent several Thursday
mornings cleaning up the back
garden, saying that after they
cleared the “hard ground,” they
laid gravel and placed three
stones for sitting, thus creating a

peaceful, quiet space.

The group received many com-
pliments from people walking
by; one member noted that the
park’s planters and garden ar-
eas looked particularly good this
year.

Members discussed their sum-
mer gardening activities, which
included several comments about
the struggles with watering and
dealing with the heat this sum-
mer. One member talked about a
gardening surprise she received
after using some of her compost.
She was pleasantly surprised to
find a cherry tomato plant that
she did not plant, but grew so
large she can barely keep up, she
said.

The group discussed hosting the

2027 annual general meeting,
with a motion to proceed pend-
ing further planning. Financial
reports revealed $1,877.60 from
a plant sale, $712.22 in com-
munity spending and $27,455 in
GIC investments.

Upcoming projects were dis-
cussed, including the prospect
of installing flower boxes on
Hannah Bridge, upgrades to the
Mary Lloyd Trail and exploring
volunteer recruitment strategies.
Ongoing work includes continu-
ing park and trail maintenance,
participating in  community
beautification projects and main-
taining existing garden spaces.
The members then participated
in the planned fun activity, this
month’s being “Create your own

teacup garden,” a fun way to re-
purpose old, fancy tea cups by
making them into tiny planters.
The next meeting will be on
Oct. 8 at 7 p.m. in the Hot Stove
Lounge at the Wescast Commu-
nity Complex at 99 Kerr St.
Julie from the House of Bloom
will be there to help members
make a Thanksgiving cen-
trepiece. The cost for the activity
is $30.

The society is looking for new
volunteers to join them in creat-
ing beautiful spaces in Wingham.
If you love gardening, creating
beauty or want to participate for
the camaraderie, reach out to
them on their Facebook page or
to any current member for more
information.

Malin Street Arts Festival expands to three days of art
and culture across Huron County this September

HURON COUNTY - The Main Street
Arts Festival is back this fall with a vi-
brant three-day celebration of artistic
and cultural programming taking place
across Huron County from Sept. 19-21,
2025.

Over three exciting days, the festi-
val features workshops and talks at
the Blyth Festival Art Gallery and the
Huron County Library, Exeter Branch,
and culminates in a full-day street fes-
tival on Sunday, Sept. 21, from 12 - 5
p.m. when Bayfield closes Main Street
to cars and opens it to an immersive
celebration of creativity! Visitors can
enjoy art in the street from local and
regional artists including performative
and Kinetic art displays musical busk-
ers, A Procession of the Species event,
artisan vendor booths, exhibitions, and
hands-on artmaking opportunities for
all ages.

“This festival is a celebration of the
incredible creativity that thrives across
the County and surrounding areas.”

said Allie Brenner, Cultural Develop-
ment Officer for the Huron Cultural
Office. We are thrilled to be working
with so many wonderful partners, art-
ists, galleries, businesses, and vendors
this year. Whether you’re a seasoned
art lover, curious to try something new,
or looking for a fun family day out, the
Main Street Arts Festival offers some-
thing for everyone.”

Friday, Sept. 19
Between Trails & Tangled Veins — Art-
ist Talk, Workshop, and Gallery Tour
with Autumn Ducharme at the Blyth
Festival Gallery.

Saturday, Sept. 20

Workshops at Huron County Library,
Exeter Branch:

-Draw Cartoon Characters with Mazie
Lovie; and

- Procession of the Species — Costume
& Prop Workshop with Trash Theatre.

Sunday, Sept. 21

Full day of festivities on Main Street,
Bayfield:

- Interactive music and performances,
including Animal Kinetic sculpture by
Cesar Cordoba, and musical buskers
Jason & the Nomads, and Dave Neigh’s
Tuba Machine;

- Art Activations, exhibitions, and ar-
tisan vendors from participating local
galleries and organizations. Hands-on
artmaking, including Procession of the
Species workshop with Trash Theatre,
block printing with Autumn Ducharme,
a community mural by Josslyn Hagen,
and Cyanotype with Abigail Bos; and

- Procession of the Species — a joy-

ful, nature-inspired parade featur-
ing costumes and creatures made and
displayed by the community on Main
Street at 4 p.m.

The festival is presented by the Huron
Cultural Office in partnership with the
Bayfield Chamber of Commerce, Mu-
nicipality of Bluewater, Blyth Festi-
val Art Gallery, and is hosted as part
of Welcoming Week and Culture Days
celebrations. This event is made possi-
ble thanks to funding from the Ontario
Arts Council.

Admission is free, but registration is
required for some programs. For full
event details, visit: www.huroncounty.
calcultural-services/arts-festival/.

Continued from page 4

did to us.

The settler population that is demonizing
the word immigrant and trying to differ-
entiate themselves from these people are
laughable, if it were a humorous situation.
S0, yes, | do have suppressed fury. Some-
times it’s not even suppressed, it’s just
fury. But | also know joy, because | know
that when | leave this earth walk and go
back to the spirit world, I will finally get
peace.

Until then, I will continue to use my
voice, my suppressed fury, to tell the truth.
My final thought is this. The great flood,
where Noah built an ark ... it was told to
me that God was so angry with the evil of

Bilyea: Suppressed fury

the human beings in the world that he de-
stroyed it with a flood. How evil must they
have been, in comparison to the evil that
we are witnessing now all over the world?
What fate are we bringing on ourselves?
All my relations.

**k%k

Cory Bilyea is an Indigenous journal-
ist working for Midwestern Newspapers.
She is a member of the Six Nations of the
Grand River, better known as Onkwehon-
we, the original people. Cory is a survi-
vor of intergenerational trauma caused by
residential schools. She can be reached at
chilyea@midwesternnewspapers.com.

McQuail draws focus to Gaza

Dear Editor:

On May 28, 2025, | got
an email that said “Hi
Friends... we’re inviting
you to a Vigil for Children
in Gaza on Thursday - to-
morrow - at 8 a.m. at the
Five Points intersection --
corner of Highway 8 and
Highway 21 across from
Tim Horton.” I went. I had
been feeling despair and
hopelessness. It may not
stop the genocide in Gaza,
but it let me refuse to turn
away or be complicit by in-
action.

Since then, I’ve been do-
ing a one-person vigil
where Creek Line meets
Highway 86, from 8-9 a.m.
on Thursday mornings.

My one-person vigil and
the larger one at the Five
Points corner in Goderich
are not alone. They are hap-
pening in Charlottetown,
Prince Edward Island,

Wakefield, Quebec, Ajax,
Collingwood, Guelph, Hal-
iburton, Kingston (two lo-
cations every week), Kitch-
ener, London, Toronto (five
every week), Oakuville,
Ottawa, and Owen Sound,
and in Powell River, BC,
too.

This week there is another
international aid flotilla led
by volunteers on its way to
defy the Israeli blockade.
European dockworkers
refused to let Israeli arms
supplies be moved from
their ports.

In 1948 and 1949 the
United States and United
Kingdom airlifted many
tonnes of food and sup-
plies to West Berlin when
the Soviet Union block-
aded land routes to the city.
No one was starving. As
Gaza is bombed to rubble
and its people starved, our
leaders sit on their hands.

As Charlie Angus writes
“Just because - It seems so
overwhelming and hope-
less. That doesn’t mean
we aren’t obligated to do
something. Anything.”

A US friend of mine ends
his emails with this line
“Ever wondered what you
would have done during
the rise of fascism? You’re
doing it right now!

If you see me Thursday
mornings on Highway 86,
| invite you to honk and
wave. Pull over and stop
for a visit. Or, better yet, |
invite you to start your own
vigil at whatever time and
place works for you. We
can’t allow genocide to be
normalized. For the sake of
our own humanity — we are
obligated to do something
—anything.

Tony McQuiail,
Lucknow



The passing of an Indigenous
elder and the subsequent dis-
cord between family, community
members and governance around
her burial ceremony turned into
an 18-month nightmare of spiri-
tual suppression and social os-
tracization for an Indigenous
woman on the tiny Southwestern
Ontario reserve at Cape Croker.
Emerging from that dark time,
Sheila Robson is sharing her
harrowing experience of being
criminally charged and socially
snubbed following a traditional
cremation ceremony for her
mother-in-law.

What began as a sacred cultural
ceremony in January 2024 spi-
ralled into a community-wide
conflict, with Robson and two
others facing multiple criminal
charges.

The subsequent shunning has
stripped her of her community
connections, professional work,
and, ultimately, her marriage, she
said.

Her story reveals some of the
ongoing challenges faced by In-
digenous individuals who seek
to maintain traditional practices
in the face of institutional resis-
tance.

On March 6, 2025, after over a
year of uncertainty and fear, Rob-
son was cleared of all charges
against her before the matter got
to trial.

Robson is now speaking out
about her experience, hoping that
by sharing her truth, she may be
able to reclaim her self-worth,
identify gaps in the mental health
system and perhaps even save
lives.

On January 4, 2024, Robson
participated in a traditional In-
digenous cremation ceremony
for her mother-in-law, a respect-
ed minister in the United Church.
She says the ceremony involved
approximately 50 participants
from various First Nations and
religious backgrounds and was
profoundly spiritual and care-
fully conducted.

The ceremonial fire burned for
four days, following Indigenous
protocols and conducted with
what Robson described as “love
in our hearts.”

However, this sacred ceremony
became the catalyst for signifi-
cant community conflict. Her
mother-in-law’s  brother, who
was also the community’s chief,
publicly criticized the ceremony
on social media, leading to wide-
spread community condemnation
and ultimately criminal charges
against Robson, her husband, and
the ceremony conductor for al-
leged indignity to a body.

“l have no regrets,” Robson
said. “l would have went through
that whole experience again, if |
had to, it was something that my
mother-in law-had talked about
and wanted for her.”

Robson described the commu-
nity chief’s subsequent actions,
which she says were sanctioned
by the band council, as helping
to create what she described as a
mob mentality against her.

She said “the chief of our com-
munity put out a statement and
wrote a letter, and he posted it on
Facebook, social media, for ev-
eryone to see. And when he did
that, community reacted. They
believed everything that he said.
There became this mob mental-
ity towards anyone that had any-
thing to do with the ceremony.
And we were attacked. We were
attacked harshly in the public
eye, in social media. And there
was outrage.”

A Jan. 10, 2024 notice posted
to the Chippewas of Nawash
Unceded First Nation website

Cory Bilyea
The Creative Word

indicated support services were
being offered after an elder was
cremated outside the customs of
the First Nation.

“Chief and Council does not
condone the actions of the indi-
viduals that organized this cre-
mation. This is not the tradition
or practice of our people,” the
Jan. 10 notice said.

In another statement posted on
behalf of the family members the
same day, Chief Greg Nadjiwon
said, “As a family, we are deeply
saddened by the actions of those
who organized and undertook the
indignity to my sister’s remains.
What began as a celebration of
life, a sharing of love and life was
turned into a mockery in regard
to the honour and respect of our
beloved deceased.”

Then, says Robson, she was
shunned. She says community
leaders instructed people to
“shun” her, cutting her off from
social services, community meet-
ings and events, and professional
networks.

People stopped waving, mak-
ing eye contact, or communi-
cating with Robson in any way.
The discord spread like wildfire
across her traditional and social
networks.

With tears streaming down her
face, Robson described what un-
folded as “spiritual gaslighting.”
“So when it was put out there
on Facebook that we were being
shunned, and in the community,
we were being shunned, and peo-
ple were turning their backs on
us, not looking at, not talking to
us, not communicating with us,
that was really hard on my fam-
ily, all of this not only affected
myself personally and my mental
health. It affected my children.
“My children were not comfort-
able in taking my grandson out
into the community, because peo-
ple would be whispering. People
would be mouthing off and say-
ing things, at a distance of course,
and people would be making
comments in the community cen-
tre, at the powwow, you know,
any events that my children had
gone to and taken my grandson,
and 1 could only hope that my
grandson didn’t hear what those
people were saying.”

The conditions placed on Rob-
son after being formally charged
on March 14, 2024 worsened
the already uncomfortable shun-
ning situation, effectively cutting
her off from everybody and ev-
erything she held dear. She said
she was prohibited from commu-
nicating directly and indirectly
with an extensive list of people in
her community.

Robson said she lost her job
working with Native Child Wel-
fare programs, was removed
from community leadership roles
and was prevented from partici-
pating in cultural ceremonies.
Despite her long-standing cer-
emonial practices, people began
questioning her spiritual creden-
tials, attacking her Indigenous
spiritual identity.

“People who 1 thought, and I
need to say it this way, people |
thought that knew me, but they
didn’t, okay. | was not able to ac-
cess social services to get support
for my family. I was not able to
go to any community meetings,
community events, or anything

community.”

Robson said no one sought her
side of the story, believing in-
stead the social media narratives
without investigation. She feels
that they abandoned the tradi-
tional principles of community
dialogue and understanding.

She said one community mem-
ber who attended the cremation
ceremony spoke out in Robson’s
defence but got in trouble. “The
police questioned her. The police
went around and started asking
questions because of the mob
mentality created.”

Robinson said “Grandmothers
and aunties” from the community
who once stood by her side dis-
appeared and offered no support
during her emotional distress.
Community and mental health
support disappeared.

Robson did still have one person
who supported her during this
difficult time, an elder who was
instrumental in her sobriety and
healing journey. Vera Whiteye
Jones was her “auntie grandma
mom,” her passing left Robson
feeling even more isolated.

“My auntie mom died. She was
my teacher. She was my every-
thing,” Robson said. “She taught
me a lot of what | know. She took
me places, and she helped me on
my healing journey. When she
left, | was devastated.”

After her husband was removed
from the reserve, ultimately leav-
ing her alone with her youngest
daughter in an isolated situation,
Robson says harassing behaviour
ensued. For instance, she said,
“The police followed me around.
I got stopped by the police be-
cause my windows were tinted
and that’s what (the police offi-
cer) told me. It was because there
were rumours going around on
the reserve that my husband was
on the reserve, which he was not,
he was not on the reserve,” Rob-
son stated.

Although Robson has been clean
and sober for 24 years, return-
ing to her addictions did cross
her mind during this incredibly
trying experience. Thoughts of
leaving this world altogether by
suicide also plagued her in her
isolation.

“l had contemplated suicide
three times throughout my life
and attempted twice,” Robson
said quietly, with tears streaming
down her cheeks. “The darkness
came back. And | fought with
everything in my being to stay
here. My grandson saved my life.
Where would he be if | left? ...
I can’t go anywhere because |
have children. | have a grandson,
and I’'m supposed to be a helper
to Creator, so I was fighting for
my life, to help me. | fell through
the mental health cracks. I didn’t
trust anybody. | fought with ev-
erything in my being to stay here,
to share this story, because peo-
ple need to know you could be
attacked by your own people.”
Through her spiritual connec-
tion to the ancestors, her ceremo-
nial experiences, and the love
of a few close family members,
Robson has managed to survive.
Finding herself standing alone
once more, having lost her mar-
riage to this situation, she is like
an emerging butterfly from a
silky cocoon on the other side of
the ordeal strong, resilient, and
ready to take on whatever the
Creator has in store for her next.
“My truth is my protection, and
I have a voice. | choose to keep
moving forward, taking care of
myself,” Robson said, her deep
brown eyes shining with an elec-
trifying energy. “Everything hap-
pens for a reason, and we never
know why, until down the road.”
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Shunned but unbroken - a First Nations woman’s Journey of resmence
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Contributed photo

Sheila Robson sits with her “auntie gramma mom” Vera Whiteye Jones on
one of their many trips together. This photo was taken in 2022, the year before
Jones passed away, at a men’s gathering at Rattlesnake Island.

She still lives a ceremonial life
in solitude, and spending time
alone in the bush; communing
with nature and her ancestors has
been her saving grace.

“l do my own ceremonies and
making my offerings. That has
not stopped. I’m giving thanks,”
she said. “l have many bundles
that | carry, many things that I
do. I look after spirits. I look af-
ter plants. | feast the animals, and
| feast all of those spirits, you
know, from the other worlds, oth-
er realms, if you will. And | had
to do it on my own.”

Robson said, “I think it’s really
important for people to know that
our ancestors are real, and they
listen to us when we ask. | feel
like she’s protected me the whole
time and has been helping me the
whole time from the spirit world.

“| talked to my auntie all the
time while | was in isolation
and I specifically asked her to
help me and | told her ‘you’re
a powerful spirit in the spirit
world can you please talk to the
ancestors of those that are con-
demning me and tell them to tell
their loved ones to drop all the
charges against me’ and that hap-
pened on March 6, 2025, which
is significant because that is my
auntie Gramma mom’s birth-
day. She spoke loud on that day,
and | was freed from all charges
against me. | did a ceremony on
that day and honoured her in the
way that she taught me and | was
overwhelmed and emotional that
day and I did a lot of healing that
day.”

Personal healing ceremonies and
ongoing spiritual maintenance
became Robson’s form of resis-
tance and healing.

“I know | am love, | know | am
light, I know I'm energy,” she

said. “I’m pure energy. | know
my energy is big.”

In the aftermath of community
rejection and personal trauma,
Robson has emerged not as a vic-
tim but as evidence of Indigenous
resilience.

Her journey reveals the complex
challenges facing Indigenous
communities in preserving cul-
tural practices and individual
dignity.

Through her unwavering dedi-
cation to ceremony, self-healing,
and spiritual connection, Robson
transformed a narrative of op-
pression into a powerful state-
ment of survival.

Her story transcends personal
experience, challenging systemic
racism and the ongoing coloniza-
tion of Indigenous spiritual prac-
tices.

As she continues her healing
journey, Robson’s spiritual in-
tegrity and personal strength can
withstand even the most profound
attempts at cultural erasure.
“Creator has me here for a rea-
son,” she declared, a reflective
reminder that resilience is not
just about surviving but about re-
claiming one’s fundamental right
to exist, practice, and thrive.

All My Relations

*kk

Cory Bilyea is an Indigenous
journalist working for Midwest-
ern Newspapers. She is a member
of the Six Nations of the Grand
River, better known as Onkwe-
honwe, the original people. Cory
is a survivor of intergenerational
trauma caused by residential
schools. She can be reached at
chbilyea@midwesternnewspa-
pers.com.

Correction

In the March 13 edition of the Wingham Advance Times, the story
titled “Wingham Community Garden given notice, seeking new lo-
cation’ contains two errors. The meeting was held on March 4, not
June 4; and the garden did not provide food to the Salvation Army
as stated in the article. Midwestern Newspapers regrets these errors
and apologizes for any inconvenience caused.
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