
Surprise, surprise, the Liberals think 
there may be something fishy about 
the Ford Government reneging on 
a promise to make sure the York1 
property near Dresden gets a full 
Environmental Assessment.

This thing has smelled worse than a 
carp rotting on the shore from day one.

Red flag number one: how does a 
Mississauga construction company 
find the dump that even some residents 
barely can find. Insiders in the waste 
field say people with deep pockets are 
trolling Ontario for sites just like this – 
rural but with potential and best of all, 
not officially closed. 

Thank goodness Lambton County 
owns all of its mini-dumps, so its 
unlikely that will happen in the county 
limits.

Red flag number two: why were 
Chatham-Kent politicians advising 
neighbours to contact York1 a 
couple of years before the massive 
“regenerative recycling” and landfill 
project became public. My gut said at 
the time they knew something about 

York1’s plans.
The Freedom of Information Act 

request proved the municipality was 
courting the company, trying to help it 
bring the project to life - for jobs some 
of the politicians claimed after the fact. 
Oh, and of course, even though staff 
said York1 revealed plans to develop 
the entire site, the politicians thought it 
would be much smaller.

And the biggest Red flag of them all - 
York1 itself.

It doesn’t take long to find the “about 
us” information on the company’s 
website. 

A few more clicks and you’ll see that 
the Guzzetti’s – some of the province’s 
biggest developers who seem to know 
the Premier well – are some of the 
founders of the company along with a 
few others.

A few more searches and you’ll see 
that Liuna, through its pension plan, 
bought part of York1 as it expanded 
presumably seeing an expansion would 
lead to more work for its members.

And a search of the Elections Ontario 

website helps you 
find most of the 
names connected 
with York1, the 
Guzzetti’s and 
Liuna’s top guns 
in the column that 
reads donations 
to the Progressive 
Conservative 
Party of Ontario. 

Strong reporting 
from the online 
Queen’s Park 
site, The Trillium, 
linked about 50 
executives tied 
to the projects 
buying $975 fundraising dinner tickets 
for the Ontario PCs. Not surprising, 
but new information.

This epic fish story is not done yet. 
It will be interesting to see if the 
province’s Integrity Commissioner will 
cast out her net and reel in any big, 
stinky fish connected to the Dresden 
dump disaster.
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Hydro One can make ‘micro adjustments’ around homes
Heather Wright
The Independent

Hydro One says it will make micro 
adjustments to its Longwoods to 
Lakeshore project including relocating 
towers to avoid homes.

That from Sonny Karunakaran, 
Hydro One’s Vice President, Strategic 
Projects and Partnerships.

He spoke with The Independent as 
Hydro One announced it chose its 
route for the Longwoods to Lakeshore 
project. It’s the only route which cuts 
through Lambton’s most southerly 
municipality and runs right overtop 
of at least three homes and barns, 
and passes within meters of at least 
four more. That’s not to mention all 
the farm fields which could be dotted 
with hydro towers if the project moves 
forward.

Hydro One studied three routes, but 
chose the line going through Dawn-
Euphemia saying it was the shortest, 
the least expensive to construct and 
“involves the least potential disruption 
to species at risk and their habitats as 
well as the least vegetation removal, 
including trees.” The company also say 
it has the lowest impact to homes.

The residents whose homes are 
underneath the hydro wires were 
told early on in the process at public 
meetings that it is likely their homes 
will be bought or moved for the power 
line.

But Karunakaran says adjustments 
can be made. “What we’re going to be 
doing is meeting with people making 
any sort of micro adjustments and 
refinements that are specific to their 
property fabric, as we look to cite the 
specific transmission towers on their 

on their property,” he says.
“What we do is work with those 

landowners to provide an option for 
a technical design solution whereby 
we would actually look at how we 
locate towers to deviate the line very 
slightly on their property, such that 
the house is no longer in an impacted 
zone. And this gives the landowner a 
specific choice to be able to decide if 
they would like the adjustment made 
on their property, which would allow 
them to continue to remain in their 
dwelling,” added Karunakaran.

Some homeowners may prefer to 
have their home moved or sell their 
land. 

Karunakaran says Hydro One will 
also be negotiating with farmers 
for a right of way for the line using 
independent appraisals as a starting 
point.

And the Hydro One official says the 
utility is willing to talk with municipal 

governments concerned about the 
project. 

Dawn-Euphemia Mayor Al Broad 
has said the township should have 
to subsidize the project with its lost 
property assessment dollars. He 
believes that could be hundreds of 
thousands of dollars over the next 50 
years.

“I would encourage those specific 
Council individuals to continue to 
reach out to Hydro One and to reach 
out to us via our community relations 
line, we would be more than happy 
to engage and have the specific 
conversations to figure out mutually 
agreeable path,” he says.

Hydro One plans four open houses on 
the project,  June 4, in Chatham, June 
5 in Tilbury, June 11 in Thamesville 
at the Brunner Hall and June 12 in 
Glencoe. They all run from 4 to 7 pm.

Hydro One hopes to have the line 
operational by 2030.

CORRECTION: In the April 17, 2025 edition of The Independent in the story titled ‘Lambton has highest impaired 
driving rate’ the information provided by the OPP officials at the meeting in Plympton-Wyoming was incorrect. 
Officials say the county does not have the highest impaired driver rates in the province but says even one 
impaired driver should be a concern. The Independent regrets the error and the confusion it may have caused.

HYDRO ONE PHOTO

The path through Dawn-Euphemia.
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MIXIN IT UP

IN MOORETOWN

Moore Skating Club
presents

Moore Sports Complex
Sat., April 5th, 2025

Shows at

1 pm & 6 pm

Tickets
Available:

LaPiers
Flowers & Gifts

or at the door 
Show Day

FEATURING -

HEATHER WRIGHT PHOTO

Dennis Laporte, left and Paul Martin were busy measuring the antlers of a deer during Big Buck Day in Oil Springs. 
Ian Dobbins of the Foundation for the Recognition of Ontario Wildlife says by looking at the size of the antler rack, 
hunters can see if the animals have a healthy diet and if even their age. Dobbin says this year’s group of antlers 
show the “herds in southern Ontario are probably the best they’ve every been.... You can always tell how good a 
season it was based on how many people are bringing their animals to get scored,” Dobbin said. The shows, like 
the one in Oil Springs Saturday, bring together all kinds of hunters including women. “We’re seeing probably more 
women hunters bringing in beer to get scored, which is great listening to kids, you know, with their first hunting story 
that they have. So it’s all about the excitement of that and our family,” he added.

HOW BIG IS THAT BUCK

The federal election is less than five 
days old and it already feels like it has 
been going on forever. We can blame 
social media for that.

Sunday, Prime Minister Mark 
Carney, after serving just nine days in 
the land’s highest office, set the wheels 
in motion for the federal vote April 28. 
While it seems unusual that the newly-
minted PM would take office only to 
relinquish it for an election, he really 
had little choice in these unusual times.

US President Donald Trump 
continues to threaten a tariff war with 
Canada and repeats his desire to have 
our country meld into his. A Prime 
Minister who had not been elected by 
the people – no matter how effective 
he might or might not be – wouldn’t 
have the moral authority, particularly 
in the US president’s eyes, to speak for 
the people of Canada.

Even before the election was 
called, election talk dominated most 
Canadian’s social media feeds. There 
are the subtle posts with friends posing 
with one of the leaders. And the not-
so-subtle posts which brand this or that 
leader as the devil incarnate.

While the language used in political 
discourse is stronger now than in the 

past, it’s normal for neighbours and 
friends to disagree about politics. It’s 
the main reason we fight at family 
gatherings.

What is more troubling to me is 
the amount of misinformation being 
spread by people lying to influence 
your vote.

With a quick glance on social 
media, what is fake can seem like 
fact and then is unwittingly or even 
deliberately, seen as the gospel truth 
and spread. For someone who does 
their best to represent the issues and 
candidates this election in an unbiased, 
accurate way, it’s frightening.

There are things you can look for - 
here’s a few from an article our Cathy 
Dobson wrote last year on spotting 
fake news.

Find the primary source of the post. 
Get off social media and check the 
headline to determine if other news 
sources are carrying the same story 
or photo. If it is legit, it will be in 
multiple sources.

Check your emotional response. 
Fake headlines and stories frequently 
provoke extreme emotions. Evocative 
language is often in use, unlike real 
news that tries to remain neutral. If the 

article makes you 
feel unusually sad, 
happy or angry, 
you need to check 
other outlets to 
see if it is true. 
Extreme language 
is often used to 
generate more 
“clicks” – which 
produce revenue 
for the online 
source – and is so 
prevalent it’s been 
dubbed click bait.

Real articles cite 
sources, include 
quotes from real people, have photo 
credits, do not use CAPS or dramatic 
punctuation.

And take a look at the URLs. Some 
may look like familiar news sites, but 
have a few extra letters, the sure sign 
of a fake.

Canada has big issues to talk about 
this election; tariffs and the threats 
to take over our country chief among 
them. But let’s not let the passion of 
our politics feed the misinformation 
mill. Let’s do our best to scroll on past 
those posts on our way to the election.



I’m sad, nostalgic and more than a 
little worried after my alma mater, 
Fanshawe College, announced it was 
shuttering the course which gave me 
the foundation I needed to begin my 
journalism career.

It was 19-something-something 
when I found my way to the Broadcast 
Journalism newsroom at Fanshawe 
for the first time. It was the only 
course I applied to in my final year 
of high school. I really didn’t know 
what I wanted to do. I thought a year 
off would be a great idea, but a wise 
guidance councillor introduced me 
to a broadcast journalist he knew at 
CJBK in London. I went for a tour and 
thought, ‘Well, I’ll apply for this. If I 
get in great. If I don’t, oh well.”

I was a radio and news addict. I’d 
watch The National with my dad, at 
first as a means to stay up past my 
bedtime and later out of interest. Radio 
– not Spotify – provided the sound 
track for my teen years. 

I would listen to the great 1290 
CJBK each morning as I got ready 
for school. I could usually catch Gord 
Harris’ comment after the 8 am news 
without being late for the bus.

And then there I was, not yet 17, 
sitting with 29 others in my favourite 
commentator’s class at Fanshawe 
College. 

“Look to your right; look to your left; 
look in front of you; look behind you – 
only one of you will be left at the end 
of this course,” he said. 

I was a bit stunned but thought he 
must be just saying this to motivate us 
to work hard.

It wasn’t just a motivational speech. 
Harris was right. I was one of five 
people, if my memory serves me 
correctly, in my class who made it to 
graduation. 

I didn’t know it then, but Harris’ 
one-in-five odds were not just true 
in that cramped classroom next to 
the newsroom, they rang true in the 
industry as well. 

Over the years, my classmates left 
the industry one-by-one. I think there 
may only be two people who still work 
in journalism; one in radio and I work 
in print.

That’s not that shocking either, 
considering how newsrooms in all 
forms of media have contracted to the 
point where you’re lucky if you have a 
newsroom with two journalists instead 
of the seven-person newsroom where I 
landed my first job. 

And now, as Ontario colleges 
scramble for cash because they can 
no longer rely on the tuition from 
International students, Fanshawe 
College has decided not to offer 
the training for young would-be 
journalists. That makes me sad.

And I’m worried. Colleges were 
at a fork in the road in 2018 when 
Premier Doug Ford was first elected. 
The institutions had begun attracting 
international students at the time, but 
a panel suggested it wasn’t the best 
way to make colleges sustainable. It 
recommended the province provide 
more funding instead of relying on 
international student dollars. 

Ford stepped into office, put the 
report on a shelf and effectively 

unlocked the 
cash box of 
international 
students for 
colleges to gain 
better financial 
footing.

The money 
helped colleges 
offer a wider 
range of programs 
for all, but, many 
colleges used the 
cash to build new 
buildings and, in 
Lambton’s case, 
fancy entrance ways with it.

Fanshawe is not only cutting 
training for journalists – something 
which is sorely needed in a time 
of disinformation – it’s reducing 
the number of spots for people 
to train to be child care workers, 
cutting programs for construction 
management, policing, palliative care 
and retirement residence management, 
all in-demand careers. 

In all, this one college cut 47 
programs, many of which this province 
needs to get more people into homes 
and off to work during a trade war with 
the US. 

This perfect storm of tariffs and 
declining enrolment rates requires 
investment into higher education not a 
decline.

If the province doesn’t invest, Gord 
Harris’ one-in-five rule will not just be 
true for broadcast journalism students 
and working students, it will be true 
for Ontario Colleges as well.
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Gord Harris’ one in five rule still true

Parking truth for Petrolia from the nation’s capital

Lambton’s MPPs to work together in Rural Affairs

LETTERS

SALE OF LAND BY
PUBLIC TENDER

THE CORPORATION OF THE
TOWN OF PETROLIA

Take Notice that tenders are invited for the purchase 
of the land described below and will be received until 
3:00 p.m. local time on April 24, 2025, at the Petrolia 
Municipal Office, 411 Greenfield Street, Petrolia Ontario. 

Description of Lands: 
Roll No. 38 19 000 050 06800 0000; 4215 WALNUT 
ST., PETROLIA; PIN 43457-0100 (LT); File No. 23-03; 
Minimum Tender Amount: $37,437.91

Except as follows, the municipality makes no 
representation regarding the title to or any 
other matters relating to the land to be sold.  
Responsibility for ascertaining these matters rests 
with the potential purchasers. This sale is governed 
by the Municipal Act, 2001 and the Municipal Tax Sales 
Rules made under that Act.  A full copy of the tax sale 
advertisement and further information about this matter 
is available online at www.town.petrolia.on.ca or 
you may contact Rick Charlebois, CAO/Treasurer, The 
Corporation of the Town of Petrolia, 411 Greenfield 
Street, Petrolia ON  N0N 1R0, Telephone: 519-882-2350 
Ext. 225, Email: rcharlebois@petrolia.ca

EDITOR: I found it misleading for 
Petrolia councillors to suggest Ottawa 
streets are clogged in the winter 
because of people parking on the road 
during snowfalls. That is not accurate.

I have lived in Ottawa for more than 
20 years and I find the winter parking 
system to work quite well most of the 
time. 

The idea in Ottawa is simple. You 

are allowed to park on a street at any 
time of the year, but when a large 
snowstorm is expected, all on-street 
parking is banned. 

There are streets, of course, in older 
neighbourhoods where on-street 
parking does pose a problem for snow 
clearing when a ban is not declared. 
But, generally, the system works.

Perhaps Petrolia council can consider 

a similar policy. 
It is reasonable to think that a winter 

parking permit system would mean 
people would pay extra and leave 
their car on the road no matter what. 
By implementing a ban when snow 
approaches, maybe the town could 
have its cake and eat it ,too.

Michael Hammond
Ottawa, ON

FILE PHOTO

Lambton MPPs Steve Pinsonneault and Bob Bailey, 
seen here with Lambton Warden Kevin Marriott, will be 
serving as parliamentary assistants to the Minister of 
Rural Affairs Lisa Thompson at Queen’s Park. 

Heather Wright
The Independent

The two MPP’s serving 
Lambton County will be 
working together in the 
Ministry of Rural Affairs.

Premier Doug Ford 
released the list of MPPs 
to serve as parliamentary 
assistants for the next four 
years and both Lambton-
Kent-Middlesex MPP Steve 
Pinsonneault and Sarnia-
Lambton MPP Bob Bailey 
will serve as assistants to the 
Minister of Rural Affairs, 
Lisa Thompson.

The ministry is tasked 
with encouraging economic 
development in rural com-
munities.

Pinsonneault has addi-
tional duties as the Ontario 
PC’s deputy whip - a job 
which ensures MPPs are in 
the house for votes and at 
committee meetings.

Pinsonneault will also 
serve as the parliamentary 
assistant to the Minister of 
Emergency Preparedness 
and Response. Pinsonneault 
is a volunteer firefighter in 
his hometown of Thames-
ville.
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