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Harvest

Classic
returns

The NOTL Harvest
Classic tournament
took over the Virgil
arenas on the weekend.
Photographer Dave
Van de Laar was there
to capture some of the
action. In this photo the
U13 NOTL Wolves play
the Shelburne Wolves,
winning 4-1. Visit
niagaranow.com and
check the paper next
week for more images
and the full story.

THE TURNER REPORT

Garth Turner
Columnist

It was, he admits, a “mo-
ment of weakness.”

But a fight. “I’'m a trader,”
Tom says. “Always have
been. So when there were
multiple offers, it kinda got
me going. There was com-
petition. And I won.”

That cost him $1.6 mil-
lion.

“When I’ve done a deal,
the litmus test is always how
I feel right afterwards. The
gut. And you know what?
I'm glad I bought it.”

Just like that, after a brief
but intense battle last week,
Niagara-on-the-Lake’s
Mould House had a new
owner. What is more salient,
it got a protector.

Neither competitors nor
money nor a boatload of
fungus could keep Tom
Caldwell away. And with
his purchase of what turned
out to be the house next
door to his, an unusual thing
happened in Old Town.

Why did he pay $200,000
more than asking for an
uninhabitable and vacant
pile that cleaners refused to
enter without hazmat gear?

Turns out the guy who

Opinion
The monster (house) slayer
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The infamous Mould Cottage. GARTH TURNER

owns a major financial bro-
kerage bearing his name,
with a Toronto mansion,

an Order of Canada medal,
honorary regimental com-
mand, deep local roots and
serious Bay Street creds is,
well, a softie.

He was smitten. Couldn’t
help it.

So, instead of throwing
wealth into erecting a hulk-
ing, conspicuous, Missis-
sauga trophy home on a
prime development lot (like
the one across the street) or
a profitable multiunit edi-
fice, this mouldy wee cot-
tage with quixotic chimneys
stole Tom’s crusty heart.

“God only knows how
much it’s going to cost to
preserve it,” he says. “But
this is what the Old Town is
about. And this is the heart
of NOTL. Council won’t
mess this one up.”

It’s the battle of our time
and place. Do we opt for
more housing, a fatter tax
base, more people and in-
tensity — or quietly restore
and revive what we’ve got?

Local politicians, taking

their lead from a pro-
development province, have
turned up the flames by
greenlighting a major new
hotel in a residential hood,
condos on Mary Street,
tracts of new houses near
Virgil and GTA-style towers
at Glendale.

Egged on by the feds,
cities across Canada have
trashed zoning laws, opened
the door for sixplexes, eased
financing for homes with
suites and given newbie
buyers 30-year mortgages
and lower down payments
on seven-figure properties.

Meanwhile, rates are
plopping, with four cuts
now by the Bank of Canada.
More coming.

The policymakers are
anxious to pump things up
before (a) the potential re-
election of Donald Trump
(and ensuing tariffs) and (b)
after the surprise announce-
ment to slash immigration.

Economists say that’ll
have quick consequences
as consumer demand drops
and the worker pool dries.

Small business operators

say it’s all crazy. Politics,
not logic.

The big swirly things
may seem remote from
our streets. But they’re not.
NOTL’s a microcosm of
these pressures.

Is more always better?

“Council thinks so,” says
Tom. “They really don’t
have the vision needed to
know what to protect and
preserve. Some of us need
to ante up to do that, and it
takes money. I blame the
town for allowing houses
to be built that just don’t fit
in.”

So one of the 800 empty
and available listings cur-
rently on the market is being
shielded from demolition.

Original features will be
preserved as it becomes a
family guest house. “Hope-
fully, this will work,” Tom
says, “for the grandchildren,
and beyond.”

Is this a one-percenter
thing to do?

Of course, it is. Not every-
body has a couple of million
kicking around to snatch
and rescue a faded, troubled
architectural gem. Most
would seek to turn mould
into money.

Truth be told, Caldwell
isn’t helping to solve the
nation’s housing crisis. It’s
more about our soul.

And thus, a fine argu-
ment for having more rich
people..

Garth Turner is a NOTL
resident, journalist, author,
wealth manager and former
federal MP and minister.

garth@garth.ca
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#11. Donateold prescription
glassesto organizationslikethe
Lions Club that send them to
placeswherethey're needed.

This tiny column gives tips to help promote
kindness in our lives and spread joy and happiness.
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“Vitality! That’s the pursuit of life, isn’t it?”

- Katharine Hepburn
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Icy weather
brings hockey to
the great outdoors

David Dulas and 11-year-old Jordan
Dulas hit the ice — the frozen waters
of the Line 2 reservoir — on Sunday
morning for a game of hockey.
Friends and families in NOTL were
out on the weekend, rejoicing in

the winter season: Sledding and
tobogganing, making snowmen

and some even playing frisbee golf
outside the community centre.

DAVE VAN DE LAAR

THETURNER REPORT

Garth Turner
Columnist

The natives are restless.

A rally outside town
hall, complete with signs
and slurs. Steamy letters to
Mr. Editor. An act of civil
disobedience at the honking
big new OId Town hotel site.
And now they’re organizing.
A swelling taxpayers move-
ment met again yesterday
(Jan. 15). Pitchforks and
torches next?

Too much develop-
ment, folks cry. Too many
houses turned into motels.
And what happened to the
hospital? The public school?
The high school up the
road? And the kids? Why
did families vanish from the
core?

“How has the bicycle
rentals, ice cream shops,
shoulder-to-shoulder Queen
Street foot traffic added to
our NOTL residents’ quality
of life?” asks irascible Sam
Young.

“The answer is obvious.
We are on an irreversible
slippery slope. One of your
articles should broach the
question: Why are so many
long-term and recent-year
residents selling and getting
out of Dodge?”

Are we being hollowed
out by a pro-business coun-
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Rebellion, panic and a slippery slope

A rebellious act at the Parliament Oak hotel site. The word
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was removed, Garth Turner says, but the message lives on.

cil? Is that why — despite
wails and moaning — the
Parliament Oak hotel will
rise amidst a residential
‘hood? Is bowing to tourism
why people are encouraged
to buy houses, flip them into
motels, shrinking the sup-
ply of homes and creating
businesses that don’t pay
business taxes?

This Airbnb thing’s
a trigger. As reported
here, there are a thousand
“NOTL” listings on that one
platform alone. The official
word is about 5 per cent of
our housing stock has been
turned over to visitors.

But Norm Arsenault
is challenging that. The
Old Town, he insists, is
becoming a residential
disaster. All rich people
(ugh) and folks from To-
ledo (gulp).

“Walk down King Street,”
says the ex-councillor.
“There are 19 short-term
rentals. Nineteen! In one
kilometre. The heritage

district alone is almost half
short-term rentals. It’s going
in a wrong direction.”

Arsenault’s been part of
a committee trying to stem
the tide. But of 31 recom-
mendations, town staff
tossed 18. Licensing and
fines were improved, but the
most important thing was
ignored.

“Our main theme was
hosted or unhosted rentals.
There is no political ap-
petite for it. But that’s how
it should be — to have
rentals run by permanent
residents who also live
there. That would elimi-
nate a huge number of the
short-term rentals we now
have. But council is not
going to do it.”

No? Other places are. In
fact, most of them. Like,
just down the QEW.

Burlington’s new Airbnb
rules are simple. If you
don’t live in a house, you
can’t host short-term pay-
ing guests. And nobody can

rent for more than half the
year, in total.

Toronto’s doing similar.
And Vancouver. Plus most
places in Canada where
short-term rentals are driv-
ing out long-term renters,
gutting streets of permanent
faces and goosing prices.

Burlington is applying for
federal funding to finance
enforcement of the bylaw —
money apparently available
to us, as well. If we comply.

Will NOTL staff come to
that conclusion? Or is the
current review a sham? An-
other sop to the pro-tourism
cartel? Or a gift to serial
real estate owners like Tara
Abrams, who wrote to rip
me a new one last week?

“While I live in Toronto, I
am the owner of a licenced
short-term rental in NOTL,”
she states in a letter. “My
biggest concern about Mr.
Turner’s article is that it
creates unnecessary panic
through the spreading of
misinformation.”

She says Airbnb misleads
by stating our town has
a thousand listings when
some are for bordering
areas. And she’s right. But
the fact remains if Tara
lived in NOTL and had a
short-term rental house in
Toronto, well, she wouldn’t.
That would be illegal, since
unhosted short-term rent-
als are just sucking away
housing.

The Big Smoke banned
them. Maybe the little puff
should do the same.

Garth Turner isa NOTL
resident, journalist, author,
wealth manager and former
federal MP and minister.

garth@garth.ca
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#25: If a friend is going through a
tough time, fill a jar with jellybeans
(or their favourite candy) and label
it as a “prescription” of love.

This tiny column gives tips to help promote
kindness in our lives and spread joy and happiness.
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Contributed by Patty Garriock
“Spring is when life’s alive in everything.”

- Christina Rossetti.
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All dolled up

for Easter

Photographer Dave Van de Laar
captured a burst of Easter cheer
outside 167 Regent St., where a
whimsical display of colourful eggs,
spring flowers and a charming bunny
sets the scene for the season. Even
the front lawn joins the fun, dotted
with eggs that seem ready for an
impromptu hunt. A festive and joyful
tribute to Easter — beautifully done!
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The fire, the phone call and the choice you face
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Garth Turner
Columnist

The incineration of
Glencairn Estate was a
tragedy. The way it was first
reported was not.

That initial call came
from across the river. From
America. New York State.
Lewiston.

The 1832 white heritage
Queenston gem may be lost.
Damage is extensive and
the fire marshal is poking
around. But the fact folks
opposite took quick action
when they say the flames
lick says much about the
relationship that’s existed
for more than a century and
a half.

OK, they attacked and
pillaged us in 1814. But
we’re so over it. At least, we
thought, until January.

The current state of Can-
ada-U.S. official relations
sucks so much we’re having
an entire election about it.

Donald Trump has im-
posed tariffs on our auto in-
dustry, steel and aluminum,
lumber and other sectors
— with more to come, he
says. The border is hardened
and unfriendly. The stock
market has lost a fifth of its
value. Economists tell us to
expect a recession. Interest

The initial call to report the fire that destroyed Glencairn
came from across the river in the U.S. DOUG MUNKLEY

rates have stopped falling.
The real estate market’s
frozen.

Some people have pan-
icked, turned their paper
investment losses into real
ones, fled into 3 per cent
GICs and think the USA is
doomed. It’s not, of course.

Trump will likely cause
more damage to the Ameri-
can economy, ours and that
of the world, but the guy
can’t last. The midterm
elections in 2026 may undo
his grasp on power. The
Supreme Court will have
to rein him in. And Repub-
licans are finding out at
vicious town hall meetings
how citizens feel about Elon
Musk and deportations.

America is bigger than
this. Stay invested. Maybe
buy more of a good ETF
that holds the S&P 500, if
you are feeling frisky.

Next moves for the U.S.
president will likely include

a massive corporate tax

cut, gutting of environment
protections (he just allowed
commercial fishing in a ma-
rine preserve and logging in
a national park), deregula-
tion, crypto-friendly rules
and protectionism meant to
suck investment capital into
the country. The oligarchs
supporting him will love
that. So will stocks. Like I
said, stay invested.

But, wait. None of this is
happy news for the Cana-
dian economy, now that our
exports are being whacked.
That recession is a thing, for
sure. Expect layoffs to be
dominating headlines here
for a lot of 2025.

Coming out of adversity,
as usual, is some good.

We’re shopping Canadian,
going local and support-
ing neighbours. Interpro-
vincial trade barriers are
finally coming down, so we
can have one economy in

Canada instead of 13.

We’re spending a helluva
lot less in the States —
travel south plunged last
month. And we have an
election happening in which
we're all forced to think
about the Trumpian threat
and maybe realize it was
not such a brilliant idea to
sell most of our stuff to one
single customer.

Advance polls were
jammed last weekend. That
probably means a high level
of engagement as people
decide who they think will
be the most credible person
to stand up to the orange
guy with gravitas.

It’s one of those times
when leaders, parties and
national policy dictate how
most people will cast their
ballot, regardless of how
qualified and charismatic
the local candidates may be.

Canadians usually vote to
punish politicians. But this
one is different.

As you do so, think about
that Queenston fire and that
phone call. Americans have
been our friends, allies,
partners and bros-in-arms
for longer than any of us
have been alive.

The people across the
river wish us no harm.
Many are apoplectic over
the juvenile mockery and
trolling of Canada that Don-
ald Trump engaged in.

This election is about one
guy. And our guy. Choose
wisely.

Garth Turner is a NOTL
resident, journalist, author,
wealth manager and former
federal MP and minister.

garth@garth.ca
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