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ROBERT FISHER
Staff Reporter

PEMBROKE - The headline above was the title of an 
announcement Dec. 9 from the Renfrew OPP detachment 
announcing intimate partner violence charges against 
five individuals ranging in age from 22 to 37. Insp. 
Stephan Neufeld, detachment commander for Upper 
Ottawa Valley (UOV), confirmed that the detachment 
has consistently had the highest nominal numbers of 
intimate partner violence (IPV) in eastern Ontario. UOV 
takes in Pembroke, Petawawa and the Killaloe office 
which includes South Algonquin. 

“Regrettably, we do have the distinction of being number 
one consistently for IPV occurrences in eastern Ontario,” 
he said. “To be clear, that’s not a stat I’m proud of.”

Neufeld said there are many factors which can 
combine to lead to such high rates of IPV. “It starts in 
the home. It’s what a youth growing up likely viewed in 
their own homes, their surroundings, in their extended 
family members and what they viewed as acceptable 
behaviour.”

He said one issue in his detachment area may be 
the Canadian Armed Forces garrison in Petawawa. He 
said members of the military, returning from a tour of 
duty, may be dealing with mental health issues related 
to their deployment, some may have become involved 
with substances, too. The garrison isn’t the only place 
in the county where IPV happens. 

“I used to say there’s nothing we could do to stop it. 
We can respond to it but we can’t prevent it. That is 
completely incorrect,” he said forcefully. “That is, what 
I would say, an old school way of thinking. There are 
things we can do to prevent it.”

The inspector spoke about the reporting rate of IPV 
and said, generally, only about 10 per cent of incidents 
are reported to police, which means the actual numbers 
are much higher. “In today’s world, for a victim to come 
forward, that’s a huge step for them. And that they have 
enough faith in their local police service,” is a positive 
for the community because there are likely communities 
in the province where victims don’t come forward. 

“A victim that comes forward,” he said, “my job is 
to ensure that we take every step to support them, to 
investigate it.” The standard he sets for his detachment is 
to support victims from the time they report an incident 
through to when the matter comes up in court.

Starting in the schools, he feels, is important to help 
break the cycle and teach young people that intimate 
partner violence is unacceptable. Historically, he said, 
police had a larger role in schools as part of their 
community engagement and education role. “There 
seemed to be a public opinion shift away,” from having 
police in schools and, “what we are starting to see is 
that pendulum to shift back.” He said they have recently 
signed an agreement with both the public and separate 
school boards in Renfrew County to have officers back 
in schools. That will, he believes, serve dual objectives 
of teaching youth that police don’t just show up when 
someone is in trouble and begin to engage with youth 
on issues like intimate partner violence in an age-
appropriate way. 

“We’re going to start seeing that transition over the 
next couple years,” as officers gradually get back into 
schools. There may be opportunities for the OPP to 
partner with other community organizations involved 
in IPV victim support and deterrence, as well. 

Neufeld spoke about the Culleton/Kuzyk/Warmerdam 
inquest and the recommendations from the coroner’s 
jury. He said his detachment now has a civilian victim 
specialist working full-time; the only one in eastern 
Ontario. “She engages with any victim of crime that 
wants to be connected to supports.

“When we say, ‘what can we do to support our 
victims?’ the first thing we can do is connect,” a victim 
to the supports they want via the victim specialist. The 
specialist was only brought on this year and believes 
that in two or three years there will be three of them 
in the region and it will expand across the province. 
The detachment also has two detectives who work only 
on IPV and sex-crime cases. The detectives will work, 
primarily, on cases involving high-risk offenders, like 
an individual who has IPV complaints from multiple 
victims or an offender who has escalated the level of 
violence to, for example, killing a victim’s pet. “That’s 
high risk.” He has also started bringing in a probation 
and parole caseworker once a week so officers can brief 
the parole bureau about updates to an offender’s status. 

Victim services viewpoint

Erika Mullins, co-ordinator at End Violence Against 
Women of Renfrew County (EVA), concurred that there 
are many variables that contribute to the high rates of 
IPV in the region. The issue is dealt with differently in 
rural areas compared to urban. “We have some different 
kinds of myths or stigmas that still have a pretty good 
hold on people here,” she said. Faith beliefs mean some 
may believe in marriage as for life regardless of the 
circumstances. IPV is still taboo to talk about meaning 
some victims are unwilling to come forward out of fear 
of community reaction. Keeping the topic under wraps 
prevents education and reduces awareness so when 
a perpetrator or potential perpetrator, “exhibit[s] the 
first signs of concerning behaviour, it’s not addressed 
properly.” The troubling behaviour may not be violence 
against a partner initially but it grows because it’s not 
dealt with. 

“We know, in terms of sexual violence specifically, 
that the age of the first-time perpetrator is 12,” which 
could be unwanted touching, voyeurism or other forms 
of harassment. “if that behaviour is not corrected, 
appropriately and fully, then they learn that they can 
get away with it and so it escalates further and further,” 
Mullins explained.

She said the fact that there are guns in a lot of homes 
due to the prevalence of hunting may intimidate a victim 
and prevent them from coming forward. Coupled with 
a lack of public transit, a lack of services and resources 
for mental health, IPV, gender-based violence (GBV) and 
other sexual violence and it creates what Neufeld referred 
to as a “perfect storm” of conditions for such high rates of 
IPV. There is only single shelter in the county, Bernadette 
McCann House, “and they have pretty strict criteria,” 
said Mullins.

More education and increased awareness are part of 
the solution. “It’s hard to get into schools, these days,” 
she said. 

“Yes, absolutely,” she said of the problem being 
generational. 

Social media is an important messaging tool for EVA. 
They have a Facebook page, an X (formerly Twitter) 
profile and are revamping their YouTube channel in 
addition to launching a new website. Younger people 
are looking to the internet for information before other 
sources. Mullins said libraries are another opportunity to 
get in front of an audience to get the message out. Lack 
of funding is a big impediment to a stronger messaging 
and education campaign. 

Bill 173, the NDP-sponsored bill to have the province 
declare IPV as epidemic in Ontario is stalled in committee. 
The CKW inquiry made declaring IPV epidemic the first 
recommendation. The Ford government initially indicated 
it would not support the recommendation. Last spring 
it agreed to allow the bill to proceed and send it to the 
Standing Committee on Justice Policy where it has 
languished since. 

The NDP did not respond to a request to speak about 
the bill for this story.

Mullins said the most important thing the bill would 
do is, “acknowledge the fact that this is happening. It 
would validate the experience of so many women and 
gender-diverse people that we’ve lost and that are still 
living with violence today.” The importance of that level 
of recognition, “absolutely cannot be overlooked.”

Absent funding to improve education and victim 
services, the recognition becomes empty. “Typically, 
social services, especially ones that are meant to serve 
women and gender-diverse folks are very underfunded,” 
she said and knows from personal experience in the 
organizations where she has worked. 

Establishing IPV as epidemic could also open up new 
grant opportunities to help with education and awareness, 
and public outreach. “And just having the right people 
looking at these issues and these agencies and the response 
that we need that may be they’re not looking so closely 
at right now.” 

The government passing the bill could also open the 
door for more research and improved statistics which can 
be helpful in trying to find funding. 

The CKW inquiry also recommended that law 
enforcement start to name IPV killings as femicides. 
Femicide is the killing of a woman, girl or gender-diverse 
person because of their gender. The Ottawa Police Service 
has started to use the term and has named two murders of 
women as femicides this year. 

“It’s huge,” Mullins acknowledged of the word femicide. 
In part because it adds to the recognition of the issue and 
because it provides validation that the experience of those 
women is acknowledged. “It’s validating. It’s empowering 

for those family members who’ve lost loved ones and 
those people who are still living in violence,” explained 
Mullins. Declaring a killing as a femicide can create a new 
statistical category that could be beneficial to research 
and, again, all-important funding.

Mullins acknowledged the possibility that passing Bill 
173 and growing classification of femicide by police could 
also encourage victims to come forward. It could help 
overcome some of the distrust in law enforcement and 
the justice system about whether victims are believed 
and supported. Robyn Doolittle, an investigative reporter 
with the Globe and Mail published a report in 2017 titled 
Unfounded which found that 20 per cent of sexual assault 
claims is dismissed as baseless.

Statistics Canada began tracking unfounded sexual 
assault cases after Doolittle’s series ran. Nationally, 
sexual assault crimes reported to police have increased 
steadily since 2016. Not all IPV/GBV incidents are sexual 
assaults. Statistics Canada does not track IPV/GBV with 
the same level of detail as sexual assaults. The rate of 
unfounded sexual assaults has dropped nationally from 
14 per cent in 2017 to seven per cent in 2022. IPV and 
GBV can also include physical assault, harassment and 
harassing or indecent communication; all of which make 
up a total violent crime category. Rates of unfounded 
cases have dropped from 12 per cent to seven per cent 
nationally over the same period. Unfounded cases of 
harassment and harassing or indecent communication 
have dropped from 21 per cent and 24 per cent to 13 and 
11 per cent respectively. The drop in unfounded cases 
may indicate that police services are taking reports more 
seriously than in the past. 

Victim support services
The organizations below provide support for victims of 
IPV/GBV and sexual assault.
Ending Violence Alliance Renfrew County, facebook.
com/evarenfrewcounty
Renfrew County Sexual Assault and Rape Crisis Support 
Centre, 613-735-5551, wsac.ca
Bernadette McCann House, 613-732-7776, wsssbmh.org
Victim Services of Renfrew County, 343-361-3269
Police, 911 if in immediate danger

robert@thevalleygazette.ca

‘Intimate partner violence numbers continue to climb,’ Renfrew OPP
UOV consistently has the highest numbers of IPV incidents in eastern Ontario

Parents: Cara-Lynne Germain (mother) and Korey 
Francoeur (father)
The couple lives in Davidson, Quebec.  
Their baby boy - Kayden Francoeur, was born at 14:23 
p.m. on January 1, 2025, weighing 6lbs 15.96oz and 
measuring 18.89 inches in length. 
The baby was delivered by Dr. Nathaniel Abutu.
Of special note, this is the couple’s first baby. 

The first baby of 2024 has 
been born at The Pembroke 
Regional hospital
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WELCOMES BACK

Renfrew County District School Board schools will be open
starting on Tuesday, August 19 for new registrations and to
support families with back-to-school preparations.

First day of classes: Wednesday, September 3. 

Register online at rcdsb.on.ca or 
contact your local school on August 19

STUDENTS 
AND FAMILIES!

ROBERT FISHER
Staff Reporter

BARRY’S BAY – Chief Administrative 
Officer Suzanne Klatt re-presented 
information from the April 1 council 
meeting where she outlined voting options 
for the 2026 municipal election. She 
recommended moving away from mail-in 
voting to online/telephone and in-person 
due to cost and timing issues if mail-in 
ballots are not received in a timely manner. 

Cost for mail-in voting, assuming 3072 
addresses and 5,889 eligible voters; based 
on 2022 numbers, at $2.88 per ballot is 
$16,700 for postage alone. Total cost for the 
2022 election was approximately $36,000.

Cost for a vote tabulator and online/
telephone voting for 2026 is estimated at 
$18,100. That cost does not include postage 
to mail out personal identification numbers 
(PIN) to voters which are a security measure 
to prevent people voting more than once. 
Postage, in that instance, is only one direction, 
adding approximately $8,500 to the total cost. 
Assuming no other costs, the total for the 2026 
election would be roughly $23,600.

Coun. Shelley Maika offered that one of 
the reasons for eliminating mail-in voting is 
cost savings. “I’m not seeing where the cost 
savings is.” She re-iterated her position that 
elections happen on a single day, except for 
advance polls. Maika also feels technology 
infrastructure in the township office may not 
be up to the task. 

Mayor David Shulist asked Coun. Joseph 
Cybulski to weigh in. Cybulski asked if the 
pin would be a straight pin or a safety pin 
and opined that voting worked find in the 
1940s and 1950s so there was no reason to 
change, save for out of town cottagers who 
are eligible to vote. 

Cybulski carried on wondering if changing 
election procedures means, “we are degrading 
ourselves to Nicaragua, where it was five 
years ago. Or maybe the elections that are 
held in Russia or maybe the elections that are 
held in Iran. You know, they’re all fudged. 
Is this opening a big door to more fudging? 

“Right now, there’s quite a bit of fraud 
going on at elections. Believe it or not. Is that 
something we accept or something we ignore 
and overlook.

“We had a perfect system, years ago 
and we’re slowly destroying that system, 
unfortunately.”

Klatt asked, if Cybulski wants more 
opportunity for people to vote in-person, 
whether advance polls should be added. 

“That’s debatable, as well,” he said. 
Coun. Ernie Peplinskie suggested that 

changing voting methods would not likely 

result in more people voting. He also raised 
concerns about using technology.

“If somebody can sit in a box and 
manipulate all those numbers, which they 
can,” he said, citing, “an experience that 
I know of that happened in Venezuela, 
time after time.” He also suggested votes 
are changed in places like Toronto or in 
the United States when, “suddenly at two 
o’clock in the morning thousands … of 
people vote and all of a sudden everything 
just changes, just because somebody started 
punching in numbers.”

Discussion carried on in circles for several 
more minutes. Shulist, attempting to bring 
the matter to a close, moved a motion to use 
internet voting, in-person voting on election 
day, in-person advance polls and the use of 
a tabulator to count votes.

A member of the gallery interrupted the 
mayor saying the information in the agenda 
package said council would vote on the 
matter at the Aug. 19 meeting. 

Klatt’s report indicated she wanted 
direction from council via a motion on 
what methods will be used. She would then 
prepare a bylaw for the Aug. 19 meeting to 
formalize the decision via bylaw, as required, 
to send the necessary information to the 
province. 

Klatt read Shulist’s motion. More 
confusion followed about how the vote 
would take place, accompanied by additional 
circular discussion. 

After more than an hour of, largely, 
unproductive discussion, Shulist agreed to 
amend his motion with updated information 
about advance poll locations and Blank 
agreed to continue as seconder, then 
Peplinskie re-entered the discussion to voice 
his voting fraud concerns again. 

“It’s probably, perhaps, my own lack 
of understanding of it but if there’s a 
situation where someone along the way can 
manipulate numbers on that computer … 
then I have real concerns.

“[S]tuff that I’ve found out on the ‘net 
and I could put two and two together 
and figure it out. But there’s more 
manipulation going on than what people 
realize. Looks all pretty honest upfront. 
But, hey, if your election is going to 
be a fraud from the beginning and the 
chances in a small town like this … but 
if there’s somebody else involved in this 
thing, whether it’s some company from 
somewhere that’s doing this other system, 
I don’t know anything about them.” 

Council voted 4-1 in favour of the 
proposed voting procedure. Peplinskie 
raised his hand late, leaving Cybulski as 
the lone dissenting vote.

Klatt was to prepare a bylaw for the 
Aug. 19 council meeting. 
	

Part II – Aug. 19
Rae Stanley applied to present as 
a delegation at the Aug. 19 council 
meeting. Her application included 

no supporting documentation, however, 
her delegation application outlined, what 
she termed, “… the grave concerns about 
electronic voting … and the treat [sic] to 
our democratic process …” The application 
also suggested that the public agenda for 
the Aug. 6 Council in Committee meeting 
did not properly disclose the nature of the 
discussion around preparations for the 2026 
election, writing, “concerns re: the reception 
and representation of the agenda sent out for 
the Aug. 6 Council Mtg & the consequences 
for public involvement.” She referenced an 
attached affidavit, however, no affidavit was 
included with the delegation application. 

“I would like the vote to ratify the by-
law approving internet voting & electronic 
tabulating to be delayed until the public has 
a chance to respond.”

Picking up on the argument of a path to 
totalitarianism and concepts like a New 
World Order, Stanley spoke at length about 
perceived threats to democracy. She took 
council to task for attempting to push the 
measure through without public consultation. 
The theory of a New World Order suggests 
that a secret movement is working to take 
over the world and form a single global 
government. The conspiracy was borne 
of, primarily, two groups: far-right militia, 
anti-government collectives and Christian 
fundamentalists concerned about emergence 
of the Antichrist in the United States.

“Of note and for the record, it is 
inconceivable that this was pushed through 
at your August 6 meeting at the end of a 
six hour session, along with decisions on 
multiple other items of business,” related to 
the election, however, far less consequential 
in Stanley’s view than the use of electronic 
voting and tabulation. 

Council was to take up election and voting 
methods later in the meeting. The Gazette 
will have a full report next week.

robert@thevalleygazette.ca

Wild conspiracies dominate discussion of 2026 municipal election prep

Rae Stanley spoke to council for the Township of Madawaska Valley at its Aug. 19 meeting to 
voice concerns about electronic voting. 				             Robert Fisher photo
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• Wednesdays, 6:30 - 8:00pm
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(taxes included)
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Try it out first
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we train year-round
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FREE UNIFORM
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shelly@fightinggriffin.ca

/FGMartialArtsNorth
FightingGri�nNorth.ca

AGES 6 - ADULT

Learn traditional Go Ju Ryu Karate and Hapki Jitsu 
in a friendly  and safe environment. Learn balance, 
coordination, and have fun!

ROBERT FISHER
Staff Reporter

BARRY’S BAY – Council for the Township of Madawaska 
Valley continued to discuss preparation for the 2026 municipal 
election at the Sept. 3 council meeting. 

Chief Administrative Officer (CAO) Suzanne Klatt read a 
report outlining her recommendations for election day polling 
stations and advance polls. Council previously passed a 
resolution to use internet voting and electronic vote tabulators. 
Council directed Klatt to bring back a report with the specifics 
of how the voting methods would be implemented. 

Mayor David Shulist noted that the township received 
a petition with approximately 130 signatures asking the 
municipality to abandon electronic voting methods and vote 
counting and use hand-counted paper ballots; including mail-
in for non-resident taxpayers, exclusively.

Klatt also read an email from an unnamed resident; she 
received nine emails in all, asking that council members 
pray on the Rosary because it will ward off, “atheism and the 
madness of men.” The writer continued to say, “Satan has now 
infiltrated the government, the judicial system and the church.”

“One thing I want to make very perfectly clear that I 
think people need to understand, you can still go and vote 
in person,” said Shulist and that council needed to make 
a decision “today.” Klatt reminded the mayor and council 
that they had already passed the resolution and if council 
were to change its mind, they would need to rescind the 
previous resolution.

“I will not rescind my motion,” began Coun. Mary Blank. 
She said she appreciates the concerns from the community, 
however, she has also heard from people who support the new 
direction for voting. “There’s a lot of misinformation out there.

“Right now, within our community, we are safe from many 
of the concerns people have about fraud. ‘I believe that the 
province and the federal government have proven that we, 
in Canada, are safe from any other places. Venezuela doesn’t 
matter.

“This is ridiculous,” Blank said. Shulist, who moved 
the original motion (Blank seconded), stated he would not 
rescind either.

Coun. Ernie Peplinskie asked for a recorded vote on 
the specifics of implementing electronic voting and vote 
tabulators, along with advance polling dates and locations.

Coun. Shelley Maika said the only reason she is considering 
using internet voting is because of the high number of non-
resident property owners in the township. Maika is concerned 
that non-resident voters are not being given any other option 
than internet voting. She previously suggested voters could 
request a mail-in ballot.

“I do have some trouble when I hear it’s too much work 
for any member of staff because staff are all extremely well 
compensated here and that’s your job,” to manage an election 
every four years. 

Maika also reiterated her concern about online polls being 
open for 10 days and doesn’t like the idea of being able to 
vote by computer at a polling station. Polling station voting, 
she feels, should be paper ballot only. 

“Once the Phoenix pay centre in Ottawa for the federal 
government works properly, then I would be interested in 
electronic voting,” Coun. Joseph Cybulski said. He carried on 
to say that computer system hacks at large organizations go 
unreported and the organizations just pay the ransom.

“When the Model T was put on the market, it was going 

to devastate the world. Well, it didn’t. They built, actually, 
five million of them. And that’s where people got better pay 
because Ford was paying his employees $2.50 a day and they 
didn’t like the production line. There was opposition. I know 
I’m going back in history, but I think this is relevant. So what 
did he do to make the people happy? He paid them $5 an day. 
And then, all of a sudden, he realized that his cars were $850 
apiece and not to many people could afford it. So he managed 
to bring the cost down to $260. So his employees became his 
best customers.

“If you read history, there’s always been turmoil. I see 
turmoil with this in our council. I can support it when you 
can prove it but I don’t see proof anywhere. All I see are 
mishaps,” Cybulski said.

Klatt attempted to move on. Shulist stopped her and asked 
for input from Peplinskie. 

The councillor began by acknowledging that the municipality 
wants more people to vote and wondered whether the new 
methods would achieve that goal. He said he agreed with 
Cybulski’s view.

“The one thing we can’t deal with is that if something is 
interfering from outside our body here, outside our township, 
I just cannot approve it.” He noted he was opposed to phone 
voting previously.

Despite having already passed a resolution to use electronic 
voting and counting, and despite earlier saying he would not 
agree to rescind the prior resolution, Shulist said, “I know we 
were thinking of electronic voting but maybe this is something 
that we need to figure out, ‘cuz we need a decision today which 
way we’re going to go.”

Blank dismissed Cybulski’s comparison to the Phoenix pay 
system as irrelevant and on a totally different scale. 

“I’m saying this comment with all due respect,” Klatt began, 
“I do feel like I’m in the Twilight Zone at this point.” She 
reiterated that council already took phone voting off the table 
and voted in favour of online voting plus the use of electronic 
vote tabulators to count ballots. 

“So, truthfully, right now, I have a council resolution 
approving to proceed and to authorize the alternative voting 
method, as required and bringing a bylaw to the next meeting. 
The only thing I can do, if you’re not rescinding,” is add 
the information discussed Wednesday to the bylaw and have 
council vote it down. 

“I feel like I’m in the a twilight zone. I don’t know what else 
to bring,” to council she said, clearly exasperated. 

“Well, let me take charge here,” Shulist suggested, 
attempting to bring the matter back to a vote. Klatt reminded 
council, again, that it had already passed a resolution 
authorizing internet voting and electronic vote tabulators. 
The only thing she was seeking was direction on the specifics 
of how those voting methods would be implemented. “There’s 
nothing to vote on today,” she said.  

“Okay, madam CAO, where are we?” Shulist asked.
Maika suggested making the issue a ballot initiative to 

ask people, for elections beyond 2026, if they support the 
use of electronic voting and counting. She also restated her 
opposition to internet voting being available more than just 
election day. 

Attempting to find consensus, Blank suggested she would 
support a three-day online voting window encompassing 
the weekend before voting day, which is a Monday. Maika 
agreed she could support the three-day online voting 
window. 

Shulist asked Maika if she could, “put together a 
recommendation here and a motion that we can support?”

Klatt interjected, saying, again, she already has the 
resolution on voting methods and she will make the necessary 
amendments to her recommended implementation of those 
methods when she presents the bylaw at the next meeting. 

“Okay, very good, I think we have covered the discussion,” 
said the mayor. He then recognized Cybulski’s raised hand.

“I’m just wondering, on the voter’s list, are we going to put 
(Russian president) Mr. (Vladimir) Putin on it. Are we going 
to put the Chinese premier? And maybe the Venezuelan 
president? Are these people going to be on the ballot?”

“Okay, so, yeah, this was a good one. I’ve never been part 
of something like this, here. I think we’re voted to make 
decisions and I think that we’ve made some hard decisions 
and great discussion on this topic,” Shulist offered.

Maika suggested the conversation, in hindsight, should 
have started a year ago to give an appropriate time to 
properly survey residents and gauge their feedback. Klatt 
reminded council that the discussion on voting methods 
for 2026 started in April 2025 and has been delayed due to 
changes in council membership since then. 

robert@thevalleygazette.ca

Madawaska Valley council continues election preparation discussion
Council chamber a ‘Twilight Zone’

Council for the Township of Madawaska Valley engaged in a protracted, at times surreal, discussion about preparations 
for the 2026 municipal election during its Sept. 3 council meeting. Some members were confused about what they were 
voting on, re-litigating matters already decided. Chief Administrative Officer (CAO) Suzanne Klatt said she felt like she 
was in a Twilight Zone. From left, Couns. Shelley Maika and Mary Blank, Mayor David Shulist, CAO Suzanne Klatt 
and Coun. Joseph Cybulski. Coun. Ernie Peplinskie is hidden behind a monitor on the right.       YouTube screen capture
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