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By Mike Baker
With a snap federal election just 32 days 
away, Jamie Schmale, three-time MP and 
the Conservative candidate in the re-jigged 
Haliburton-Kawartha Lakes riding, said his 
party will prioritize investing in housing, 
natural resources, and the trades to bolster 
Canada’s economy. 

With Liberal prime minister Mark Carney, 

on March 23, calling an election for April 
28, Schmale said it’s been a whirlwind few 
days as he prepares to launch his re-election 
campaign. He was previously elected to 
office in 2015, 2019, and 2021. 

As of press time, he’s the only declared 
candidate for the riding. 

“I think it was a smart move for the 
Liberals to call an election in such a short 
period of time… I think Canadians have 

been wanting an election to help give some 
certainty dealing with the United States,” 
Schmale told The Highlander March 25. 

Asked about the near $60 billion in tariffs 
the Liberal government has imposed on 
the U.S. as a response to president Donald 
Trump’s threats to impose additional 25 
per cent charges on all Canadian imports, 
Schmale feels Canada is stuck between a 
rock and a hard place.

“We would like to see a normalization 
of this relationship. I think it’s damaged 
right now... it probably has been forever 
damaged,” Schmale said.

He believes the answer is breaking 
down inter-provincial trade barriers and 
developing new agreements with other 
countries, saying the Conservatives would 

Schmale touts focus on housing, trades 

Glassblowing at HSAD
Will Bowyer glass blowing his creative 
new piece in the glassblowing studio. 
See more on page 15. Photo by  
Justin Belanger.


