
by Michael Erskine
LITTLE CURRENT—Legacy 
donations are an important 
part of any community’s sup-
port for their local hospital, and 
Manitoulin Island is no excep-
tion. Retired nurses and health 
professionals gathered in the 
Anchor Inn recently as part of 
the Manitoulin Health Centre’s 
recognition of Nurses Week and 
the contributions of the family of 
the late Waveline (Wavie) Chris-
tina  Ross, her parents and her 
siblings whose legacy donation is 
$750,000.

Wavie Ross was a well-respect-
ed and beloved Registered Nurse 
who practiced at the Manitoulin 
Health Centre (MHC) in Little 
Current for 32 years, providing 
care and skill both as a nurse and 
later a supervisor until her re-
tirement. Ms. Ross passed away 
in Espanola in 2014 at the age of 
62.

“There are only three of four 
of us who are still working at the 
hospital who had worked with 
Wavie,” said MHC CEO Paula 
Fields, adding that it seemed only 
fitting to invite Ms. Ross’ retired 
colleagues to the unveiling of a 
plaque honouring hers and her 
family’s legacy contributions.

That decision proved to be 
sentient as laughter and conver-
sations taking place between old 
friends and colleagues filled the 
Anchor Inn bar side to overflow-
ing as the nurses were shepherd-
ed into their seats for a photo-
graph.

Ms. Fields pointed out that 
MHC does not receive any fund-
ing for capital improvements 
from the province, making fund-

raising campaigns and legacy 
bequests from community mem-
bers very important. 

“Although we receive funds 
each year from the province, this 

money supports operating ex-
penses of our two sites, such as 
heat, hydro, drugs, supplies, sal-
aries, etc,” she said. “These funds 

by Jacqueline M. St.Pierre, 
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter
MANITOULIN—They are pro-
tectors. They are peacekeepers. 
But above all, they are rela-
tives—carrying the weight of 
community and crisis on their 
backs, often with no backup 
and nowhere to turn.

A new report released last 
week lays bare a grim reality 
that’s long simmered under the 
surface of First Nations polic-
ing in Ontario. Officers work-
ing under the Ontario First 
Nations Policing Agreement 
(OFNPA) are struggling—not 
from a lack of heart, but from 
the unrelenting strain of work-
ing alone, underfunded, and 
unsupported in the very com-
munities they serve.

Seventy-four percent of offi-
cers surveyed say they’ve ex-
perienced mental health issues 
while on the job. Over a quarter 
reported their mental health as 
“poor or very poor” in the past 
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AUCTION ACTION—Youngsters get themselves a prime seat for the fundraising auction atop some haybales at the 
Albrecht farm in The Slash last Saturday as they watch the proceedings. The auction was one part of a fundraising 
event for the Amish Parochial School the community hopes to soon build. A pork roast luncheon, complete with desserts 
and pies and baked goods galore, made the day a memorable one. SEE STORY ON PAGE 18.
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Central council expresses
cautious interest in gas
fired waste repurposing

Closed system would create own gas
to ‘cook’ organic and inorganic waste,
creating salable power in the process

Ross family acknowledged by MHC
for one of the largest-ever bequests
$750,000 bequest honoured during Nurses’ Week Wikwemikong Tribal, UCCM Police

forces each taking steps to protect
mental health of their serving officers
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   North’s oldest paper helps connect WWII
   veteran’s family with wartime letter writer’s family
EDITOR’S NOTE: This week marks the volume 
change for this paper, spotted just below The Ex-
positor’s front page signature flag, making it vol-
ume 146, number 1 and meaning that this news-
paper has completed 146 full years of keeping the 
people of Manitoulin Island informed, maintain-
ing the historical record of the events and goings 
on in the communities and being an all-around 
cornerstone for connecting the people and places 

of the largest freshwater Island in the world, and 
the people who love it. The Manitoulin Expositor 
is also the oldest continuously published newspa-
per in Northern Ontario.
by Michael Erskine
TEHKUMMAH—Before there was Google and 
Bing (yes even that Crosby guy) The Manitoulin 
Expositor was here, making connections and pro-

Ontario’s Bill 5, meant 
to accelerate mining 
starts, concerns 
Indigenous leaders, 
conservationists
by Jacqueline M. St. Pierre, 
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter
ROBINSON-HURON TREATY 
TERRITORY—From the so-
called ‘Ring of Fire’ in Treaty 
9 Omushkego territory in the 
James Bay lowlands , to the 
Robinson-Huron Treaty Ter-
ritory, the Ford government’s 
Bill 5 has landed like a bull-
dozer on sacred soil, eliciting 
vigorous objections from First 
Nations leadership across the 
province. 

Anishinaabek Nation Grand 
Chief Linda Debassige, former 
chief of M’Chigeeng First Na-
tion released an official state-
ment saying: “As the original 
and rightful caretakers of these 
lands, waters, and resources, 
the Anishinabek have never 
surrendered or ceded title to 
Ontario or any colonial en-

by Michael Erskine
CENTRAL MANITOULIN—A 
notice of motion from Council-
lor Dale Scott, “That we recom-
mend to Council that the West 
project as presented to Water, 
Waste and Education Commit-
tee be supported in principle” 
was tabled at the May 8 meeting 
of council.

The West Project refers to 
a proposal by Gagnon Renew-
ables Inc.  of Gore Bay to build 
a gasification plant that would 
turn the municipality’s waste, 
currently being trucked to a 
commercial landfill off-Island 
following the closure of the 
municipality’s last landfill site, 
into electricity and reusable 
materials.

Mayor Richard Stephens not-
ed that the decision to support 
the project “in principle” was 
essentially made in order to al-
low the proponents to apply for 
funding, indicating a measure 

of municipal support, but that 
council continued to have some 
concerns about the project.

Councillor Derek Stephens 
noted that while he was not op-
posed to the motion “in princi-
ple” he had concerns that the 
technology was still unproven. 
“How you get that proven, I 
don’t know, but I look back at, 
say, our forefathers, who are 
coming around with horses and 
buggies and somebody comes 
along and says, ‘we’re going to 
invent a train, or we’re going to 
invent the car,’ I can imagine 
what they said. “I don’t think 
so. Now we have trains and 
planes and stuff and who knows 
what?” He noted that “this is 
new technology, there are other 
technologies out there. I know 
there are councillors who want 
to know how that works, but 
nobody out there with a patent 

Standing, from left, Paula Ferguson, Shirley Viney, Delma Toulouse, Nicole 
Green, Carol Pierce, Heather Brown, Darlene Green, Myra Henderson, Lou 
Addison, Dr. Mike Bedard, Heather Merton, Alice Varey, seated, Barb Jansen, 
Diane McGaughey, Gail Murray, Bob Quackenbush and Paula Fields, MHC 
CEO, gather on  Nurses’ Week to acknowledge the $750,000 contribution to 
MHC made by the Ross family estate.
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