
Soul Circus, a fire performance duo took to the stage on 
Saturday night in Lamoureux Park, at the second edition of 
the Festival International Afro et Diversité Cornwall de SDG 

(FIADCSDG).  See P2 for full story.  photo by Jason Setnyk
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Summer Company 
Showcases Youth 
Entrepreneurs
JASON SETNYK 

Eight young entrepreneurs from across 
Cornwall and SDG are gaining valuable 
hands-on experience this summer, thanks 
to the 2025 Summer Company program 
administered by the Cornwall SDG 
Business Enterprise Centre.

The Meet the Entrepreneurs event held 
on July 10 at the Benson Centre gave the 
public a chance to learn about the innov-
ative businesses being run by local stu-
dents, each supported by $3,000 in prov-
incial funding and mentorship from local 
business leaders.

“This has been our largest intake yet,” 
said Ana Porporo, Programs Administrator 
at the Cornwall SDG Business Enterprise 
Centre. “We had 40 applications, and 
from those, 20 students submitted 
detailed business plans. After careful 
review, we selected 10 for the program, 
and eight were here today showcasing 
their work.”

Business Advisor Mireille Lemire attrib-
utes the surge in applications to proactive 
outreach efforts. “We visited local 
schools, including St. Lawrence College, 
to promote the program and talk to stu-
dents directly,” she explained. “What 
makes a successful application isn't just 
a good idea — we look at how much effort 
and thought students put into their plans, 
how engaged they are from the start. That 
shines through during the selection pro-
cess.” Continued on P7
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