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The sweet sounds of blues and jazz filled
the streets of Orangeville over the weelc
end as the community gathered, danced,
laughed and sang their hearts out.

The 21st Annual Orangeville Blues and
Jazz Festival returned to the downtown
core over the weekend, featuring more than
50 touring blues and jazz bands, who were
mostly Canadian.

Bands took over stages on Broadway,
Alexandra Park and the Opera House, from
May 30 to June 1. Some of the top brass
that made up the lineup includes Harry
Manx, Robi Botos, Steve Strongman, Kenny
“Blues Boss” Wayne, the Maple Blues Band
and Lachy Doley.

Despite cold and windy weather, the
event was well attended, with slightly less
people than in 2024, when the festival set an
attendance record of 40,000.

“People dressed up for it, and obviously
there wasn't as many people as last year,
but it was a lot better than I thought it
would be,” said Larry Kurtz, festival found-
er and musical director. “I'm quite pleased
with how it went.”

Kurtz said a great energy and atmosphere
filled Orangeville’s downtown for the dura-
tion of the festival.

The Blues Cruise Car Show on Friday and
Blues and Bikes Show and Shine on Sunday
filled Broadway and Mill Streets with inter

esting and unique vehicles
for patrons to browse.

A new beer garden near
the TD Broadway Stage was
introduced this year and well
received by festival goers.

Kurtz shared some of the
high points he saw during the
festival.

“Musically, for me, theres
tons of highlights. Having
Harry Manx perform [on the
TD Main Stage] on Sunday
and then having our Saturday
night headliner from Austra-
lia [Lachy Doley] jump up on
stage and join him — that was
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Orangeville, Shelburne, Grand Valley, Mono, Melancthon and Mulmur

SCHOOL BUS DRIVERS NEEDED

Drive a School bus and make a difference in a child’s education.

SUPPLEMENTYOUR INCOME

Drive with purpose and earn more.
Join our team of school bus drivers and enjoy extra pay.

PROFESSIONALTRAINING

Attridge Transportation Inc. is providing friendly training for steady part-
time bus drivers (and in some cases spare drivers).

Professional Experience not required.
Vehicles are all automatic.

Attridge Transportation is an inclusive and accessible employer. We welcome a diverse range
of candidates to apply for this position. Including people with disabilities. Accommodations
are available on request for candidates taking part in all aspects of the selection process.

APPLY TODAY!

attridge.com
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unplanned and very cool. Seeing two head-
liners playing together, jamming out on the
main stage, it was fun to watch.”

Kurtz also lauded bands from the region
who performed.

“Looking at the level of talent locally that
we had, it seems like we stepped up our
game this year. Everybody did really well.
All the local bands — they were really well
received. Having the [Joyful Sound Gospel
Choir] in the Tweedsmuir Church this year
for the little Saturday Service — that was
cool,”

The Orangeville Blues and Jazz Festival
has been receiving attention from organiz-
ers of other notable festivals, as it contin-
ues to grow and feature talented artists on
its lineup each year.

“We had people visiting from the Otta-

wa Blues Society, there was a big gang of
them who came all the way from Ottawa.
They were having a great time. We also
had people from other festivals and event
organizers all praising our festival, saying
it's one of the very best in Canada,” Kurtz
lauded. “People from Windsor, people from
Kincardine area, and over in Uxbridge area,
all who organize events, came to our event.
That was very gratifying to have them come
and appreciate what we're doing here.”
Looking ahead to the 2026 festival, the
planning committee is already rolling up
their sleeves and organizing it. The commit-
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tee always looks to feedback from the com-
munity to see what went well and what may
need improvement next year.

Kurtz noted the festival's organizers are
grateful for the many volunteers and spon-
sors who make it possible each year.

“Their efforts don’t go unnoticed,” he
said.
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presents:

9 Centre Street, Orangeville

The Door Youth Centre
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10:00AM - 3:00 PM

Join us for an exciting day of
community, creativity, and
connection as we
plant a beautiful native garden!

Come get your hands

dirty with us, enjoy live

music, and take part in
fun activities for all ages!
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.. FOR A WEEKEND OF
BEATS IN THE STREETS
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The Orangeville Blues and Jazz Festival gratefully acknowledges and thanks our pariners, funding
agencies and sponsors for their generous support of this year's Festival. We would also like to
extend our sincere thanks and appreciation to the hundreds of volunteers who work so hard to

make the Festival such a great success every year.

We look forward to welcoming everyone to another outstanding Festival in 2026!
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FOR FURTHER INFORMATION PLEASE VISIT orangevilleblyesandjazz.ca




