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Landlords concerned about new rules

Flipping over whitewater
Greg Foster flips his kayak while practising at 
Earl’s hole at the Minden Whitewater Preserve. 
Foster competed in the 2025 ICF Canoe 
Freestyle World Championships in Plattling, 
Germany in June. See more coverage on page 
18. Photo by Lisa Gervais. 

By Lisa Gervais
A Places for People (P4P) founder and 
board member says her “hair is lit up” 
trying to understand what the Ontario 
government’s newly-enacted Bill 10 means 
for landlords when it comes to tenants and 
drugs.

The Bill received royal assent June 5. It 
basically says a landlord can’t knowingly 

permit a property to be used to produce, 
or traffic, drugs. The landlord can offer a 
defence that they took reasonable measures 
to prevent the activity. Failure to do so, 
however, could result in a first conviction 
fine of between $10,000 and $250,000 and, 
or, two years’ jail time. For corporations, 
such as P4P, it could mean a fine of 
$250,000 to $1 million on first conviction.

The province, in a press release, said, 
“new legislation is … being introduced to 
ensure landlords are held responsible for 
knowingly permitting their premises to be 
used for unauthorized drug activity. Any 
proposed requirements for landlords will 
only take effect once the Act and regulations 
come into force, at which time more 
guidance for landlords will be provided.”

The Highlander reached out to MPP 
Laurie Scott for comment but had not heard 
back from her as of press time. However, a 
spokesperson for Minister for the Solicitor 
General, Michael Kerzner, said, “to be clear, 
Bill 10 ensures landlords who knowingly 
allow the illicit production and distribution 
of illegal drugs on their property will be 
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