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ONE MILLION PEOPLE USED A FOOD BANK IN 2024ONE MILLION PEOPLE USED A FOOD BANK IN 2024
                                          

Dresden Community Food Bank – (519) 683-6541Dresden Community Food Bank – (519) 683-6541
Dresden Little Free Pantry - 519-358-5439Dresden Little Free Pantry - 519-358-5439
Thamesville Little Free Pantry- (519) 692-4827Thamesville Little Free Pantry- (519) 692-4827
Florence Little Free Pantry – stmatthewsflorence@gmail.comFlorence Little Free Pantry – stmatthewsflorence@gmail.com
Bothwell Little Caring Cupboard – 519-784-1041Bothwell Little Caring Cupboard – 519-784-1041

PLEASE CONTACT YOUR LOCAL FOOD BANK TO HELPPLEASE CONTACT YOUR LOCAL FOOD BANK TO HELP43 PER CENT HAD NEVER 43 PER CENT HAD NEVER 
NEEDED HELP BEFORENEEDED HELP BEFORE

HEATHER WRIGHT/THE HERALD
Firefighters can be seen through the front window of  the building which housed Canada Post on Bothwell’s Main Street Jan. 17. A backhoe had torn down the back wall of  the building so firefight-
ers could extinguish the hot spots. The firefighters are standing in front of  the Bothwell Fire Station. The walls of  the post office had turn to hot coals.

HEATHER WRIGHT/The Herald
“A little bit of  our heart and soul in 

this town’s gone today.”
That from Bothwell resident 

Crystal Ashburn. She and her 
parents, Al and Marianne Ashburn, 
watched as the front of  Mrs. A’s 
General Store burst into flames and 
fell to the ground. The family ran 
the general store for 20 years before 
selling in 2020. It was one of  three 
buildings which went up in flames 
Jan. 17, leaving a gaping hole in 
Main Street.

Bothwell firefighters arrived on the 
scene around 3 am. Lisa Downie 
saw the smoke from her window and 
went to investigate about 3:15 am. 
The Bothwell Diner – the town’s only 
coffee shop – was in flames, with 
the Canada Post outlet also on fire. 
It wasn’t long before the General 
Store was in flames, too.

Ashburn arrived on the scene 
around 5 am. She and her parents 
watched as the general store and 
the diner – which they also owned 
for 10 years – burned. 

“Horrific like nothing I’ve stood 
and watched before,” she said, 
describing what she and her parents 
saw. “Flames billowing, smoke 
billowing; it was horrible.

“It’s a part of  our lives and a part 
of  the history of  the town, so it was 
a little hard on them. And I’m part 
of  the town hall committee, the 
boosters, and I work at the library, 
so little bit of  our heart and soul in 
this town’s gone today.”

Chatham-Kent Acting Fire Chief  
Adam Walters says for hours, 

30 firefighters from Bothwell, 
Thamesville, Ridgetown and Orford/
Highgate battled the fire which was 
fed by a gas line which could not be 
turned off. 

“We struggled for a bit with a 
severed gas line. We had a gas 
line that was open and on fire and 
unable to extinguish until we could 
bring in the utility companies to 
shut that source of  gas,” he said 
adding “it was quite a time to get to 
be able to locate those utilities and 
isolate that gas line.”

SEE BOTHWELL FIRE PG 2

Three buildings destroyed in Bothwell fire
“A little bit of  our heart and soul in this town’s gone’

Bothwell residents watch as fire rips through diner, general store and post office

CRYSTAL ASHBURN PHOTO
The front of  the former general 
store falls in flames.


