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GONE TO THE BIRDS
Flocks of birds devour grapes at alarming rate, says grower

As Niagara-on-the-Lake’s grape growers work to harvest this year’s crop of icewine grapes, the formidable forces of nature are swooping in 
to grab what they can. Jamie Slingerland at Pillitteri Estates Winery sent in this photograph on Jan. 5 of more than 10,000 starlings feasting 
on frozen grapes in the vineyards — Slingerland said they can destroy up to two tons of grapes a day, making bird bangers a necessity as 
they complete the harvest. Can’t get enough icewine? Check out this weekend’s Icewine Village festival on Queen Street.

Year in review: A summer of floods and political anger

Town to look 
at affordable 
housing in 
Glendale
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The last six months of 
2024 in Niagara-on-the-
Lake were marked by ex-
treme weather upheaval and 
a volatile political climate.

Heavy rains caused 
serious flooding problems, 
damaging homes and prop-
erties in neighbourhoods 
around NOTL, high E. coli 
levels closed Queen’s Royal 
Beach several times over 
the summer and more than 

200 angry residents held a 
loud and emotional protest 
outside town hall, accosting 
councillors and expressing 
deep frustrations with their 
decisions.

As well, ongoing develop-
ment plans for the Glendale 

neighbourhood, the Rand 
Estate, lowrise condos in 
Old Town and residents’ 
concerns about their future 
housing needs were just 
some of the top NOTL news 
stories in the second half of 
2024.

July
July 4: In an 8-1 vote, 

council gives White Oaks’ 
mammoth highrise plan the 
green light, provided federal 
agencies approve the build-
ing heights, which are in the 
flight path for the Niagara 

District Airport.
The NOTL Museum buys 

the historic Carnochan 
house, which is located be-
side the museum property.

Independence, health care 

Julia Sacco
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The day of Glendale 
secondary plan approval is 
finally here. 

After deferring the 
decision during a planning 
meeting on Dec. 3, council-
lors voted to approve the 
new Glendale secondary 
plan on Tuesday.

The plan is to function as 
a roadmap for the future of 
the Glendale community 
in Niagara-on-the-Lake, 
including development, 
land use, transportation 
and more. It is estimated by 
2051, Glendale’s popula-
tion will grow by 14,000 
people and have 9,200 jobs 
available.

Before voting on the plan 
itself, councillors discussed 
a number of revisions and a 
motion to incorporate them 
was approved. 

Coun. Sandra O’Connor 
raised the issue of housing 
affordability. 

One of the options listed 
to help with the supply of 
affordable housing is land 
acquisition, O’Connor said.

“My concern is that we 
haven’t really discussed the 
option of land acquisitions 
for affordable housing,” she 
said.

Through the strategic 
plan, town staff will be do-
ing a housing needs assess-
ment, O’Connor added.

“I think as part of that 
housing needs assessment, 




