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delay the project until Monday, when they returned and 
moved the tower from one side of the trail to the other. From 
there, the legs were trimmed and everything was then taken 
away, forever altering the skyline along the trail that has been 
in place for generations and a mainstay for many Blyth 
residents.     (Shawn Loughlin photo) 

NH turns down request from school board

Brewers
split two 
as play 
begins 

After being plagued with rain for 
much of the first week of play, 
there are still just two Huron 
County Fastball League games in 
the books - the Walton Brewers’ 
season-opening 5-4 win over the 
Brussels Bangers and Tuesday 
night’s Belmore Stingers’ romp 
over the Brewers by a score of 15-0 
in Walton. 

Last week, games between the 
Elmira Expos and the Brussels 
Tigers on May 21, the Fullarton A’s 
and Elmira Expos on May 22, and 
the Elmira Expos and the 
Sebringville Sting and the Mitchell 
Mets and Goderich Grizzlies, both 
on May 23, were all postponed. 

On May 28 games between the 
Monkton Muskrats and Brussels 
Tigers in Brussels and the 
Milverton Millwrights and Mitchell 
Mets in Mitchell were scheduled, 
followed by the Belmore Stingers 
hosting the Sebringville Sting - the 
season’s first “Sting-off” - on May 
29, although scores for those games 
were unavailable at press time. 

Looking ahead - hopefully, for 
the season’s schedulers, to warmer, 
sunnier days - the Sebringville 
Sting will host the Mitchell Mets 
tonight, Friday, May 30.  

On Saturday, May 31, the 
Wingham/Wroxeter Rippers will be 
in Brussels to play the Bangers, 
followed by a June 1 game between 
the Monkton Muskrats and the A’s 
in Fullarton. 

On June 3, the Walton Brewers 
are back at home, hosting the 
Goderich Grizzlies. The Elmira 
Expos will be back in action on 
June 4, travelling to Mitchell to 
play the Mets, followed by a pair of 
games on June 5. The Expos will 
play again, taking on the Stingers in 
Belmore, while the Brussels Tigers 
will head to Milverton to play the 
Millwrights. 

On June 6, the Fullarton A’s will 
make their way to Brussels to play 
the Bangers and the Monkton 
Muskrats will host the Walton 
Brewers, followed by a June 8 
game between the Fullarton A’s and 
Belmore Stingers in Belmore. 

On Tuesday, June 10, the Elmira 
Expos will be in Walton to play the 
Brewers, the same night that the 
Sebringville Sting will host the 
Goderich Grizzlies. Then, on June 
11, the Wingham/Wroxeter Rippers 
will be in Brussels to play the 
Tigers and the Belmore Stingers 
will play the Mets in Mitchell. 

At its May 20 meeting, North 
Huron Council voted to decline a 
request from the Avon Maitland 
District School Board that the 
township begin delivering the 
before- and after-school 
programming at both Brookside 
and Hullett Central Public Schools, 
both of which recently lost their 
program providers.  

Before voting, Director of 
Recreation and Children’s Services 
Kelly Steiss explained why she was 
recommending that council deny 
the ask. “The request was submitted 
for us to deliver before- and after-
school programs at Brookside and 
Hullett Public Schools, which are 
both outside of the township of 
North Huron,” she began. “They 
had an expression of interest out 
there, as a result of their current 
service provider not being able to 

continue. When there were no 
takers, they reached out to North 
Huron, given that we currently 
deliver this program quite 
successfully in our township. The 
recommendation before you is to 
decline this offer, for the many 
reasons given in the report,” she 
continued. 

Steiss’ report lists several 
challenges that led to her 
recommendation. Chief among 
them were staffing constraints, with 
the Township already facing 
significant difficulty recruiting and 
retaining qualified personnel to 
operate its own before and after 
school programs. According to the 
report, recruitment for similar 
positions has consistently fallen 
short, and management would 
prefer to focus its efforts on staffing 
programs within North Huron. Any 
new hires would also require 
training to ensure child safety and 
program quality, with the potential 

need to bring on additional 
supervisory staff. 

On the administrative side, the 
report states that current resources 
are already fully allocated, and 
taking on new programs would 
require hiring additional 
administrative personnel to manage 
scheduling, parent communication, 
and day-to-day operations. 

Financially, the report explains, 
the cost of staffing, materials, and 
overhead would be substantial, and 
it remains unclear whether those 
costs could be recouped through 
program fees. Moreover, the 
Township’s existing budget cannot 
absorb such expenses without 
compromising other essential 
services. 

Geographic concerns were also 
cited, with the proposed sites - 
Brookside and Hullett Central - 
located outside the Township’s 
jurisdiction, making service 
delivery logistically difficult. 

Finally, the report notes that 
significant work is already 
underway on the expansion of 
childcare services to Blyth, and  
that this project alone is  
consuming available management 
capacity. 

“While we offer before- and 
after-school programs ourselves, 
we struggle to be able to operate 
that program at capacity, for the 
sheer reason that it is a difficult 
position to fill, because it is a split 
shift,” she explained. “On the 
positive side, we are working really 
hard at expanding our daycare 
services into Blyth, and that is not a 
small feat to undertake, to develop 
and then build a new building. And 
so, we really want to make sure that 
we focus on doing that 
successfully.” 

After hearing Steiss’ reasoning, 
North Huron Council brought the 
issue to a vote and declined the 
request.

  4   •  Editorials 

10   •  Dairy Month 

18   •  Flashback 

19   •  Theatre

By Shawn Loughlin
The Citizen

By Scott Stephenson
The Citizen

Done and dusted 
After the process began last week, the privately-owned 
water tower at the Blyth Greenway Trail, which is 
believed to have been connected to the train station 
when it was still running decades ago, came down. 
Crews began by taking some of the pieces off of the top 
last week, but ran into unforeseen issues and had to  


