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By Gerald Tracey
News Editor

Eganville –  Five Eastern Ontario 
companies – three of them in Ren-
frew-Nipissing-Pembroke – will 
receive just over $9.1 in government 
funding under the Forest Biomass 
Program to create new products 
and expand markets for existing 
products produced from low quality 
forest products.

The announcement was made 
Monday morning by MPP Kevin 
Holland, the Associate Minister of 
Forestry and Forest Products at one 
of two Killaloe Wood Products sites 
in Bonnechere Valley Township, 
south of Eganville, where land-
scaping mulch and other biomass 
products are processed.

Standing inside a large building 
on a wet and cool July morning 
with large piles of mulch and equip-
ment visible in the background 
through a large open garage door, 
Mr. Holland, MPP for Thunder 
Bay –  Atikokan, was joined by 
Megan (Summers) Hundt, who 
heads up business operations at  
Killaloe Wood Products, Renfrew-
Nipissing-Pembroke MPP Billy 
Denault, Renfrew County Warden 
Peter Emon and Bonnechere Valley 
Township Mayor Jennifer Murphy.

Companies that will be receiving 
funding to support projects related 
to underused wood and mill by-
products, known as forest bio-mass 
include:

Haliburton Forest Biochar – 
Haliburton –  $4,643,000 to acquire 
new technology to enable greater 
and more efficient biochar produc-
tion, a substance used in power 
generation, soil amendment and 
water filtration;

Infinite Carbon –  Whitney - 
$3,373,000 to create new markets 

for forest biomass and support 
cleaner steel production by building 
a pilot manufacturing facility for 
metallurgical biocarbon, a substance 
alternative used in steelmaking;

Killaloe Wood Products – Egan-
ville –  $952,500 to improve in-
dustry competitiveness and reduce 
fossil fuel use by acquiring mobile 
equipment to make more forest 

biomass available for bioenergy 
production;

McRae Mills  – Whitney  - 
$146,500 to increase efficiency and 
supply emerging biomass markets 

by acquiring an upgraded conveyer 
and log-loader which will boost 
forest biomass production capacity;

Bancroft Minden Forest Com-
pany – Bancroft - $20,000 – to 

attract investment and support re-
gional productivity by completing a 
study of current and emerging forest 
biomass opportunities.

MPP Billy Denault said the an-
nouncement was incredibly welcome 
news for the riding, noting three of 
the five projects are located in Ren-
frew-Nipissing-Pembroke. He added 
the government has already invested 
over $4.4 million in the local forestry 
sector,  a sector absolutely vital to the 
region’s economy.

“These investments support good 
paying jobs, drive local growth and 
encourage innovation,” he said. 
“But today isn’t just about numbers 
on a page. Behind every dollar are 
businesses right here  in Eganville 
and in Whitney that form the back-
bone of our local economy. The 
forestry sector is the cornerstone of 
the economic eco system that sup-
ports every corner of the riding.”

Mr. Denault said the forestry 
sector is highly integrated, so one 
business’s success boosts others.  He 
said it was a pleasure to celebrate 
the announcement alongside Kil-
laloe Wood Products, having had 
a chance to get to know Ms. Hundt 
and her brother, Kelly Summers, 
who works in sales and dispatching.

“I can say without a doubt that 
they represent the very best of this 
industry. Knowledgeable, innova-
tive and deeply rooted in their com-
munity, they  exemplify the values 
that define forestry in the Valley, of 
hard work, collaboration and deep 
commitment to stewardship.

“Megan has gone above and beyond 
organizing round tables and  welcom-
ing me on tours of local mills and 
helping to keep dialogue open and 
productive and that kind of leadership 
makes a real difference,” he said.
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Funding announced for several biomass projects 
Killaloe Wood Products among three in Renfrew-Nipissing-Pembroke to get grants

Funding through the Forest Biomass Program was announced for five Eastern Ontario companies Monday at Killaloe Wood Products’ site 
south of Eganville. The projects are all a part of a plan to create new and expand existing markets for products made from low quality forest 
products. From the left are Renfrew County Warden Peter Emon, Megan Hundt, Killaloe Wood Products, Kevin Holland, Associate Minister 
of Forestry and Forest Products, Renfrew-Nipissing Pembroke MPP Billy Denault and Bonnechere Valley Township Mayor Jennifer Murphy.

One dead in multi-vehicle crash on Hwy. 41One dead in multi-vehicle crash on Hwy. 41
One person died and other individuals were transported to hospitals with varying degrees of injuries following a multi-vehicle crash on Highway 41, about 3 kms south of Eganville Tuesday morning at about 
11:45. Witnesses said a northbound pickup truck slammed into the rear of a northbound car which then caused a chain reaction with other northbound vehicles that slowed for a construction site. Several 
paramedics, police officers and the Bonnechere Valley Township Fire Department responded to the collision which forced the closure of the highway for several hours. A second single-vehicle crash occurred 
about two hours later further south on the same highway in the Constant Lake area sending one person to hospital.


