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GIVING ALL A REASON FOR THANKSGIVING

We are happy indeed to see our reception area
choked by a collection of grocery bags full of
provisions for our annual Thanksgiving Food Drive.
Donations are generous, as usual.

We have always been proud of how our readers
show their interest in the community through
empathetic actions for those less fortunate. Too,
your donations to many projects, from healthcare
and education to sports and recreation, stand out in
what seems to be a more selfish and insulated time.

Kindness and love are the answers, well, to just
about everything but that will be a struggle for the
foreseeable future. Treating others as you would be
treated is a way of being.

We understand with the continued abdication of
government responsibility to the care of its citizens
that we will have to take up the slack until they see
the light or are replaced by someone who does.

Our provincial government threw away at least
$225-million to hasten alcoholic drink availability in
corner stores while citizens go hungry. Now we hear
of vivid dreams about a highway tunnel under Toronto.
Just the cost of the study would feed thousands. It's
not that we don’t have the ability to house and feed
the less fortunate, we just don’t have the political will.
COVID-19 was a vivid display of how quickly and
effectively government can act when motivated.

Until then, it will be direct citizen action required to
plug the holes in the dyke.

With so many families running pay cheque to pay
cheque, ittakes but a small misfortune, miscalculation
or even a selfish mistake to suddenly make the cost
of decent food out of reach.

My only contact, so far, with hunger was my father
who came from a very privileged background. It was
his stories of prison camp deprivation, reverence for
healthy eating and absolute revulsion to food waste
that adhere today. Hunger was a penalty he wished
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Beer gushed out of a ceremonial keg as Malahide
Stellvertretender Birgermeister (Deputy Mayor) Mark
Widner, armed with a hammer, and Aylmer Bilrgermeister
(Mayor) Jack Couckuyt, holding a spigot, tried to tap it
on Saturday night, Oct. 5 at Saxonia Hall Oktoberfest
celebrations. Featured performer was Walter Ostanek and
his band, and German food and beer were also on offer.
More pictures are inside. (AE/Rob Perry)

Help celebrate Thanksgiving with
donations of food to those in need

by Rob Perry Penny Hilliker of East Elgin
of The Aylmer Express Community Assistance Pro-
The  Aylmer Express gram’'s Corner Cupboard Food

Thanksgiving Food Drive for
food banks in Aylmer and St.
Thomas continues, with read-
ers being urged to contribute as
much as they can to ensure ev-
eryone enjoys a harvest bounty.

Bank in Aylmer said donation
bags were already coming in,
but she expected the commu-
nity to contribute the most this
week, leading up to Thanksgiv-
ing weekend.

She'sawaysbeenimpressed
by the generosity of local resi-
dents when it came to looking
after those in need, she stated.

Interviewed Monday, she
noted that South Dorchester
Optimist Club had just dropped
off aload of food, and a local
farmer backed up his plckup

Celeste Baillargeon, left, and Caitlin Dyck of The Aylmer Express hold some of the groceries
dropped off at their office for the annual Thanksgiving Food Drive organized by the newspaper.
With food banks reporting an increased need for their services, the Express urges its readers to
contribute as much as possible to ensure a Thanksgiving celebration for all. The drive continues

through the holiday.

(AE/Rob Perry)

truck with 150 pounds of pota-
toes.

Local churches were aso
key to the ongoing success of
the food bank, she said, each
taking a month to contribute
towards it. “They make a big
deal of it.”

Miller's Independent gro-
cery store was offering pre-
bagged donation bags for $20
each, containing essentials.

Such staples were the back-
bone of Corner Cupboard's
food assistance, and children’s
snacks and fruit juices were
important as well.

Disposable diapers were
also in short supply, especialy
in larger sizes, she added.

The food bank operates with
a staff of 33 volunteers, plus
EECAP board members as
needed.

M ayor scolds unnamed councillor

by Rob Perry

of The Aylmer Express

Aylmer Mayor Jack Couck-
uyt at the end of atown council
meeting Wednesday, Oct. 2,
sharply criticized an unnamed
council member for what he
asserted was support for a de-
famatory online remark.

(Councillor Kathryn Desro-
siers later in the week posted
on Facebook that the mayor’s
criticism was aimed at her.)

“I thought a long time about
talking about this” he said,
since the online posting had
occurred outside the council
chamber.

However, he couldn’t let the
comment pass, he continued.
As mayor, he had he responsi-
bility to maintain the “decorum
and integrity” of council as
a whole, and that included
actions or comments made
outside the chamber.

Other council members had
alerted him that a member had
been active in a “defamatory
and degrading” social media
post.

In it, he said, council was
accused of “misogynistic be-
haviour.”

“Words matter.” Misogyny
meant to show hatred toward
women and to show contempt

for them, he stated.

Mayor Couckuyt noted he
had no objection to council ac-
tions being criticized. Council
was used to “turning the other
cheek, but we've run out of
cheeks.”

Such a remark affected the
decorum and integrity of coun-
cil. “That should not really ever
happen.”

Any decision reached by
council members reflected the
will of council, and members
were expected to at least re-
spect a decision, even if he or
she had opposed it, he said. To
do otherwise jeopardized “the
cultural harmony of the work-
place.”

If someone wanted to re-

verse or otherwise change a
decision, a procedure existed
for that, he asserted.

Once a decision was made,
“let’s not trundle off to trash it
on our favourite social media.”

Council members could
not engage in personal attacks
on each other, no matter what
medium was used.

“And once we make a
decision, let's not destroy the
integrity of council by going
against it.”

“l think an apology is in
order. It'sjust the right thing to
do,” he concluded.

On Friday, Oct. 4, Cr. Des
rosiers posted the following
on a socia media website,
titled “Upholding integrity and

transparency in the Town of
Aylmer.”

She wrote, “The primary
purpose of media utilization
is to engage constituents and
inform them about the activi-
ties of their municipal council.

“This includes sharing
recorded meeting coverage,
direct quotes, statistical data
and independent perspective.

“It is natural for residents
to have opinions and concerns
regarding municipal decisions;
however, it is neither the re-
sponsibility nor the right of
council members to dictate or
control public opinion.”

She continued, “It appears
that the accusations aimed at ‘a
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Two Malahideresidentswary
of Aylmer boundary change

by Rab Perry

of The Aylmer Express

Two Caverly Road residents
came to an Aylmer “bound-
ary adjustment assessment”
hearing on Thursday, Oct. 3,
unhappy with the prospect of
potentially being pulled into
town.

Carelessdriversare stil|
using turn lanesto pass

Malahide Deputy Mayor
Mark Widner told a township
council meeting Thursday,
Oct. 3, that he and Councillor
Scott Lewis had heard more
complaints about careless
drivers using a left-turn only
lane on Imperial Road between
Glencolin and College lines for
passing.

“l don't understand these
people,” he continued.

He encouraged residents
who witnessed such behaviour
to notify Elgin Ontario Provin-
cia Police with dates, times
and locations.

“There’'s an answer to this,”
he believed. Recent complaints
about speeding on Ron McNeil
Line through Kingsmill Corner
resulted, 15 minutes later, in an
Elgin Ontario Provincial Police
cruiser parking in someone’'s

laneway to monitor and deter
fast-moving motorists.

Councillor Rick Cerna sug-
gested, “If we could get adecoy

He said a mattress store
on Exeter Road in London
had what appeared to be, but
wasn't, a police car parked out
front.

No matter how much he was
driving under the speed limit,
on seeing that “cruiser”, he
continued, “I soil myself.”

Elgin County adding more
“left turn only” signs to Impe-
rial Road (a county road) north
of Aylmer wouldn’t make a dif-
ference, he predicted, without a
police presence.

“We have to do something
out there,” he stressed. Resi-
dents of the areaworried some-
one was going to get hurt.

Deputy Mayor Widner said
he'd been told by an Aylmer
resident that careless driving
was getting bad there, too.

Aylmer Express reporter
Rob Perry experienced one
such incident while on his way
to cover a car show at Saxonia
Hall, just west of Aylmer on a
three-lane section of Highway
3 (Talbot Street), Saturday, Oct.
5

He was going to turn left
into the hall’s parking lot and
was about to move into the
left-turn-only lane when he
saw an oncoming vehiclein the
turning lane.

Rather than making an as-
sumption about the driver's
intent to turn or not, he slowed
and waited. The car sailed past
him and into town, never turn-
ing left.

The meeting was supposed
to be related to any concerns
about a proposed *“scoring
mechanism” to be used to help
determine what parcel(s) of
Malahide should be annexed
by Aylmer, which needs a pre-
dicted 52 hectares of additional
land, 40 for residential growth
and 12 for industrial expansion,
over the next 30 years.

The scoring system, ad-
dresses severa factors such as
proximity to town water and
sewage systems, town facilities
and services and roads.

Planners said that the ex-
pansion would probably have
to involve prime agricultural
properties, because al the land
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around the outside of the town
was designated as such.

After some technical com-
mentsfrom Malahide Township
and developers Mike Hutchin-
son Properties Inc. and Doug
Tarry Ltd., Tom McKenney of
263 Caverly Road introduced
himself and neighbour Lou
Martin as “Happy to be paying
our taxesto Malahide.”

“What's the cost of what
we've heard tonight,” he asked,
referring to the presentations by
planning consultants. “To me, it
almost seems like make-work.”

His questions, he admitted,
werereally aimed at Malahide.

(Mayor Dominique Giguere
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