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Sam Roberts Band closed out Friday night of the festival and organizers called it the biggest crowd in festival history. The 
Sam Roberts Band followed up that stellar performance with a trip to Elora for the Riverfest doing YukonBlonde a solid and 
substituting for them after they were unable to make it because of the Air Canada strike. 

The festival is more than just food drinks and dancing; 
it’s a place where friends meet and enjoy the final days of 
summer. 

Festivalgoers hit the dance floor at Paris Drinks Fest, where 
live music, local flavours and summer vibes kept the energy 
high all weekend long.

A local brewer from The Paris Beer Company serves up craft 
favourites to festivalgoers at Paris Drinks Fest, showcasing 
the region’s talent and flavours.

Born in the Eighties fired up the crowd with their unique 
delivery, known for their high-energy performances 
featuring ’80s dance hits blended with ’90s pop, rap, R&B 
classics—and even a few 2000s club bangers for good 
measure. Saturday night featured music from altameda, 
SHEBAD, The Wild High, Shania Twink and headliner Matt 
Mays. Mays has played in Paris before as part of the DT 
Conert Series and every year, Paris Drinks Fest organizers 
(who also run the DT Concert Series) are bombarded with 
people asking for Mays to return – and he did not disappoint!

Thousands packed Twin Rivers Stadium to see the Sam 
Roberts Band headline Paris Drinks Fest, capping off a 
weekend of music, food and celebration. Other musical 
talent that rallied the Friday night crowd included Absolute 
Losers, and Trash Panda Brass. 

Vendors at Paris Drinks Fest kept spirits high, serving 
up local wines, craft brews and specialty cocktails to 
thousands of guests who poured into Twin Rivers Stadium 
for the weekend celebration.

(MICHELLE MALVASO PHOTOS)

Festivalgoers enjoyed lawn games and local beverages at 
Paris Drinks Fest, adding to the lively atmosphere alongside 
music, food and vendor offerings.
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Dick Emerson Invitational raises $5,000 for Jumpstart in Brant

Rain or shine, families made a splash at summer open house

SCOOP STEWART

Paris Independent Sports Reporter

John and Paul Emerson hold the coveted Dick Emerson Cup in this 
photo taken during the 2024 tournament.

(CHRIS WHELAN PHOTO)

Cam , Jack Steve Cruickshank, Haybo and 
proud mom Michelle Stewart

(SCOOP STEWART PHOTOS)
Allan Hepple, Tallen Pelton, Zac Dalpe and 
Tyler Pelton

Joeys Uncle Larry Pickering with his boys, 
Kyle and Jeremy and his grandson Jack 
sponsored thousand dollar hole in one in 
memory of Joey Pickering

Look alike winner Jeff Mackay wins the 
Goldie Goldthorpe look alike contest 

In a heartwarming display of sportsman-
ship and generosity, the Dick Emerson 
Invitational once again brought together 
a stellar lineup of players and sponsors to 
support Jumpstart for Kids in Brant, raising 
an impressive $5000 for the cause. Orga-
nized diligently by the passionate duo John 
and Paul Emerson for over two decades, 
this event has become a beacon of commu-
nity support and sporting excellence.

Notable figures graced the greens, show-
casing their skills and camaraderie in the 
name of charity. Among them were Alan 
Hepple, the esteemed director of pro scout-
ing for Utah Mammoth, the recently retired 
NHL player Zac Dalpe, the seasoned pro 
referee Steve Cruickshank with over 1000 
hockey games under his belt, and Tyler 
Pelton, the longstanding captain of the 
Branford Blast. Mark Maguire, the new-
ly appointed president of Adidas Canada, 
added his prestige to the event.

The event wouldn't have been possible 

without the support of dedicated spon-
sors including 214, Brimich, Comfort 
Plus, Pelton Brothers, and Paris Jewellers. 
A special mention goes out to the Pelton 
Brothers for their continuous support.

Behind the scenes, the invaluable as-
sistance of helpers Deb Pickering, Lynda 
Ogborne, Michelle Stewart, and Emma 
Gentile ensured the smooth running of the 
tournament, making it a memorable day for 
all involved.

The award ceremony and after-par-
ty, graciously hosted by Paul and Emily 
Dalpe, provided a fitting end to the day's 
events. The delectable spread from Two 
Rivers Smokehouse right here in Paris 
left everyone satisfied, a testament to the 
culinary talents of owners Calen and Dan-
nielle, who added their unique touch to the 
occasion.

The winners of the tournament displayed 
exceptional skill, with Richard Emerson 
the Fourth leading his team to victory with 
an impressive -15. Josh Spiegel, Mike Hol-
man, and Charlie Summit rounded out the 
winning team, showcasing their prowess 

on the course.
In individual contests, 16-year-old Cam-

eron Stewart stole the show with a remark-
able 315-yard drive, claiming the title of 
the longest drive. Alex Hall's precision was 
unmatched as he landed his shot within a 
foot of the hole, securing the closest to the 
pin award.

Recognizing integrity and sportsman-

ship, the title of "Most Honest Golfers" 
was bestowed upon Terry Brown, Tony 
Panzera, Doug Hag, and Johnny Fever, 
highlighting the true spirit of the game.

The Dick Emerson Invitational once 
again proved to be a resounding success, 
blending sport, charity, and community 
spirit in a harmonious celebration of golf 
and giving back.

Families braved a few rain showers to enjoy the Summer Open House at 70 
Hartley Ave., on Sunday August 17th. It was hosted by Fit Effect Gym and 
Absolute Health & Wellness, and featured a grand opening BBQ for Createwell, 
with exclusive deals, free food, ice cream and plenty of fun for kids. Meet the 
event hosts (left to right): Nick Hayward (Fit Effect), Daneka Miller (Fit Effect), 
Katlyn Simpson (Createwell), Sarah Kirby (Createwell), Sonia Gashgarian 
(Absolute Health & Wellness) and Johann D Chickera (Absolute Health & 
Wellness).

Paris Firefighters Josh Licskai, John Barrett, 
Phil Dalpe, Liam Barns, Jourdyn Forsyth, and DJ 
Linkert enjoyed the open house activities – and 
gave kids a chance to check out the firetruck and 
equipment.

Rain showers turned into a splash-filled adventure as kids slid through puddles during the Summer 
Open House at 70 Hartley Ave. Children made the most of the wet weather, laughing and playing in 
puddles while parents enjoyed the free food that was served – featuring delicious eats from Link Street 
Sausage and sweet treats from Chocolate Sensations. 

(MICHELLE MALVASO PHOTOS)
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Thursday night at Sharkeys was elec-
tric as the venue buzzed with excitement, 
a packed house of players gearing up for 
the thrilling climax of the "be the champ" 
competition scheduled for the final 
Thursday happening next week

MVP
Richard Berg showcased unparalleled 

skill throughout the evening, delivering 
flawless performances and executing 
sensational game-winning shots with 
precision.

Winners
Returning from a brief hiatus, Andrew 

Attlebery and his exceptional MVP part-
ner, Richard Berg, epitomized the perfect 
partnership dynamic, blending harmoni-
ously like Ying and Yang to claim victory.

Runners up
Oscar Emerson and Larry Heath found 

themselves as bridesmaids once again, 
between them they have been to the fi-
nals 20 times this season. Despite their 
remarkable consistency, both remain 
steadfastly in pursuit of that elusive win.

Winners of the losers
Larry Pickering and Jimmy Wreaks 

emerged as the victors among the de-
feated, showcasing that with unwavering 
dedication and relentless determination, 
one can still etch their name onto the pag-
es of glory.

Good guy award
This one goes to Fargason. Why? Have 

you ever met Pat Fergus? he is a genuine 
all-around sportsman whose character 
shines through with every encounter.

Shot of the night
Richard Berg delivered a plethora of 

remarkable shots throughout the night, 
making it nearly impossible to select just 
one as the defining "shot of the night."

Quote in the evening
“Is Stones still talking?”
Don't miss out on next week's thrilling 

finale, "Be the Champ," where compet-
itors get to select their own partners for 
a showdown that promises to be intense. 
There is room for only two teams left. 
You don’t want to miss this one. It will 
be a barn burner. Until next week this is 
your roving reporter Scoop Stewart sign-
ing off.… always a pleasure.

SCOOP STEWART

Sports Correspondent

Paris Billiards Beat at 
Sharkeys in Brantford

Ever think of becoming a referee?
Our area is experiencing a huge growth in tackle and flag football. If you’re inter-

ested in becoming a football referee for tackle and flag leagues, contact the President 
of the Brantford Football Officials Association by contacting Mark Elliot by email at 
Elliott.mark33@msn.com. 

The minimum age is 15 years old and the association is offering an entry level 
course in May.

Football referees wanted!

Alexander brings the ball down the court with Buster and 
Blake hot on his heels.

(MICHELLE MALVASO PHOTOS)

Hannah brings the ball down court and Emmad tries to 
catch her.

(MICHELLE MALVASO PHOTOS)

Micah maintains possession of the ball, while teammate 
Joel trails behind for support. William tries to spoil Micah's 
plans to score a basket.

(MICHELLE MALVASO PHOTOS)

Reid takes a shot while Malachy and Conner do their best to 
block the shot.

(MICHELLE MALVASO PHOTOS)
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1362 VICTORIA STREET NORTH  KITCHENER 
MON-FRI 9AM-8PM SATURDAY 9-6 SUNDAY 10-5

CANADIAN
OWNED & OPERATED

BUY IT TODAY...TAKE IT TODAY!

BIGGESTBIGGEST
ON THE 

BLOCK! BLOCK! 

HUNDREDS OF HUNDREDS OF 
SKIDS AVAILABLE!SKIDS AVAILABLE!

EVERY COLOUR, SIZE & SHAPE!

CLEARANCE
CENTERCENTER

NOW OPEN! 

.99¢
/SQFT

STARTING FROM

LAMINATELAMINATE
VINYLVINYL

BACKSPLASHBACKSPLASH

HARDWOODHARDWOOD
TILETILE

CARPETCARPET

Grand River Street North is looking a little different these days as residents adjust to the 
closure of the town’s busiest street. 

The construction crew’s daily activity draws visitors who are fascinated with the progress 
and trying to capture a glimpse of what’s underneath road that hasn’t been uncovered for 
decades. 

Before the start of construction Adam Crozier, Director of Corporate Strategy for the County 
of Brant said the most difficult work will be replacing the sanitary sewers in phase 2A, 
noting the sewers are buried deep and on a very shallow grade.

New infrastructure is lowered into the ground on Friday, June 6, just days after the discovery 
of some of Paris’ first industrial infrastructure buried below Grand River Street North. 

(MICHELLE MALVASO PHOTOS)
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