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NEWS

Andrew Hawlitzky
The Lake Report

Niagara-on-the-Lake
families hopped into Easter
festivities Saturday with
a lightning-fast egg hunt
where hundreds of kids
scooped up 10,000 choco-
late eggs in minutes.

The Bunny Trail, hosted
in partnership by the Ni-
agara Nursery School and
Childcare Centre and the
NOTL Kinsmen Club, drew
in parents and their children
for a morning of egg hunts,
touch-a-truck visits and
petting zoos while raising
funds for nursery school
playground upgrades and
classroom technology.

Admission fees and local
business sponsorships aim
to support the non-profit
school’s $15,000 fundrais-
ing goal.

Geoff Quigley, attending
with his wife and daughter,
who explored a fire truck
during the touch-a-truck
session, said the event has
become a staple for his
family.

“It’s a really cool thing
to bring the community
together and explore what
Niagara-on-the-Lake has
offering,” Quigley said.

“Everyone can participate
— even latecomers get eggs
slipped into their baskets.”
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Top: Kids get ready to race for choc

olate eggs at the annual Kinsmen egg hunt on Saturday. RICHARD HARLEY Bottom left: Bruce Happer, 3, collects

some of the 10,000 eggs strewn across the lawn. Right top: Brooks, 18 months old, plays drums with mom Kristen Wall during the Bunny Trail event
held by Niagara Nursery School. Right bottom: Lake Van de Laar, 4, and father Tanner Van de Laar learn to play the horn. DAVE VAN DE LAAR

Quigley commended the
long-time annual event for
its smooth organization.

“They’ve had decades to
perfect this — it shows in
the details,” he said.

New activities included a
Lego station by RoboThink
and a beading booth hosted
by Penfield Academy.

“We’ve had second and
third-generation families at-
tend this event,” said Laura
Townsend, Niagara Nursery
School’s president.

“The funds directly sup-
port resources our teachers
and students rely on daily —
whether it’s outdoor climbers
or iPads for lesson plans.”

The Kinsmen Club, which
has been involved in the egg
hunt for 55 years, handled
logistics alongside nursery
school volunteers.

“Ordering 10,000 eggs
takes planning — and pray-
ing for good weather,” said
Ken Slingerland, the club’s
egg hunt chair.

Local businesses like
the Fine Estates Team
sponsored activity stations,
with CEO Andrew Perrie
calling youth support a
priority.

“Seeing clients bring
grandchildren from out of
town proves how much this
matters,” Perrie said.

Lord Mayor Gary Zalepa
noted the turnout reflects
NOTL'’s intergenerational
community spirit.

“When our kids were
young, we volunteered here
too, it’s awesome to see new
families keeping that tradi-
tion alive,” Zalepa said.

andrew@niagaranow.com

NOTL fire first volunteer group in Canada to earn safety excellence certificate

Paige Seburn
Local Journalism Initiative
The Lake Report

Niagara-on-the-Lake Fire
& Emergency Services has
made history as the first
volunteer fire department
in Canada to receive a cer-
tificate of achievement by
the Center for Public Safety
Excellence, under the com-
munity risk assessment and
standards of cover certifi-
cate of excellence program.

An April 21 news release
by the town states that the
process that granted the cer-
tificate uses a data-driven
approach to assess commu-
nity risks and improve how
resources are used.

“I am incredibly proud
of the hard work and
dedication it takes to be
recognized by the Center for
Public Safety Excellence,”
stated Fire Chief Jay Plato
in the release.

Plato added that the

department will continue to
improve to make sure emer-
gency services stay quick
and effective in responding
to emergencies for the com-
munity.

The release states that
receiving this certificate
from the same group that
recognizes major urban fire
departments like Toronto,
Ottawa and Winnipeg
shows the “excellence and
professionalism” of NOTL’s
volunteer-based fire service.

Lord Mayor Gary Zalepa
added that the recognition is
a testament to the success of
the volunteer-based model,
which “thrives due to the
training and ongoing sup-
port from staff.”

Chief administrator Bruce
Zvaniga applauded the
department’s regular assess-
ments, ongoing pursuit of
growth opportunities and
commitment to maintaining
high service standards.

paigeseburn@niagaranow.com

Niagara-on-the-Lake Fire & Emergency Services has been
awarded for safety excellence by a U.S. organization. FILE
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Blood moon rising

The night sky put on a spectacular show on March 13 and 14, as a total lunar eclipse cast its mesmerizing

glow over Niagara-on-the-Lake. Often called a “blood moon” due to the deep reddish hue the moon takes

on during totality, the celestial event was captured by The Lake Report’s award-winning photographer Dave
Van de Laar — from the unique vantage point of his own driveway. The eclipse unfolded over several hours,
beginning just before midnight on Thursday, March 13. The penumbral phase started at approximately

11:57 p.m. EDT, followed by the partial eclipse at 1:09 a.m. on Friday, March 14. The total eclipse, when the
moon was fully immersed in Earth's shadow, began at 2:26 a.m., reaching its peak at 2:58 a.m. Totality lasted
until 3:31 a.m., with the partial eclipse ending at 4:47 a.m. and the final penumbral phase concluding around 6
a.m. A total lunar eclipse occurs when Earth aligns directly between the sun and the moon, casting its shadow
across the lunar surface. The deep red or orange tint of a blood moon results from sunlight filtering through
Earth’s atmosphere — similar to the way sunsets appear vibrant. Interestingly, March’s full moon is traditionally
known as the “worm moon,” signalling the arrival of spring. This year, the rare combination of events led some
to call it the “blood worm moon.” The final image produced by Van de Laar is not a single shot but rather a
composite of several images taken at various stages of the eclipse, from the initial faint dimming as the moon
entered Earth’s penumbra to the dramatic red glow during totality and the subsequent phases as it emerged
back into full sunlight. These individual photographs were then combined into a final image. DAVE VAN DE LAAR

Monday’s Learn and Live session tackles seniors housing

Julia Sacco
Local Journalism Initiative
The Lake Report

A group advocating for
housing options for seniors
has found that many of
NOTL’s seniors don’t want
to leave Niagara-on-the-
Lake, and they want more
housing options so they
can stay in the community
where they live.

During the next public li-
brary Learn & Live session
on March 24, Cindy Grant,
one of the group’s lead-
ing members, will update
residents on the ongoing
discussions and latest sur-
vey findings.

Late last year, Grant host-

Cindy Grant will give a
breakdown on what her
seniors housing group

has learned and what the
next steps are at Monday’s
Learn and Live session.

ed a series of sessions to
discuss the group’s housing
options survey conducted
earlier in the year and take

in more NOT Ler feedback
— the Learn & Live session
will expand on that.

The presentation will
start with a summary of the
survey results and continue
with who the group has
been talking to and working
with since then, ending with
an open discussion sharing
what living options resi-
dents in town currently have
and new choices they’d like
to see in the future.

“It’ll be a chance to get
some ideas from other
people in terms of what they
would like to see as op-
tions,” Grant told The Lake
Report.

The next step is present-
ing these finds to town

council, Grant said.

“This presentation will be
a dress rehearsal for it,” she
said.

The group is also hop-
ing to contact developers
who are building retire-
ment residences to get them
interested in NOTL, Grant
said — living options from
independent homes with
full supports in place to
full-blown long-term care
homes.

Spots are filling up fast
for Grant’s Learn & Live
session, “Senior Housing
Options in NOTL.”

To register online and
receive your spot, visit notl-
publiclibrary.org.

juliasacco@niagaranow.com
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Tiara-Licious
at Queen’s Landing
Treat yourself to an exceptional gourmet dining experience

at Tiara Restaurant. Our carefully crafted prix fixe menus
will have you savouring each and every bite!

%&‘JTIARA

RESTAURANT

555

2-Course Dinner

65"

3-Course Dinner

Daily
5:00 PM - 8:00 PM

RESERVE YOUR TABLE TODAY

*Per person. Plus taxes and gratuity. Available until March 31, 2025.

Menus available online. Reservations recommended. )’”/”7’

vintage-hotels.com | 905.468.2195 | 155 Byron St, Niagara-on-the-Lake HOTELS

Spring into clear vision!

As the seasons change, don't let allergies or dry
eye get in the way of enjoying the beauty of
spring. We're here to help keep your eyes
comfortable and healthy all season long.
Contact us today for personalized care.

\._./l
DR HOPKINS & ASSOCIATES
OPTOMETRY

sight for Life

NOTL: 905-468-8002 | 358 Mary St.
St. Catharines: 905-682-9119 | 8 Secord Dr.
www.theeyedoc.ca

Classifieds

Kathleen's Tax Services

Basic returns, seniors and students $60, couples $110.
Individuals $65, couples $120. Specializing in personal,
self-employed and small business returns.

Pick-up and/or drop-off services available.

Phone: 905-988-1972 | Email: kclotax@gmail.com

Help Wanted

Gardener to establish and maintain for the season a small
perennial garden in Old Town.

References helpful but not essential.

Please call 905-351-4666.
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NOTLs Kaleb Diestch

is no treat for IceDogs

Eighteen-year-old Kaleb Dietsch was mostly
nervous leading up to playing with the Ottawa 67's
against the Niagara IceDogs last Thursday.

“| definitely felt a little nervous in front of everyone,
knowing that there’s a bunch of people that | know
and people who support me that are coming to watch
me play,” Dietsch told The Lake Report.

Lucky for the Niagara-on-the-Lake-raised hockey
player, the game ended with a win for Ottawa with

a 2-1 final score.

Thursday marked the second time Dietsch
played in St. Catharines with the team this season,
it being his home game for family and friends to

come show support.

A large group of NOTLers, including his dad, Paul,
bought out a section of the Meridian Centre Arena to

cheer him on.

Dietsch thanks all of his supporters for coming out

to the game.

Looking ahead, Dietsch has big goals.
"My goal is to get drafted to the NHL. The draft
comes out soon and I'm just hoping to see my name

come up,” he said.
DAVE VAN DE LAAR

The races, the medals and the moment Carter Simpson won't forget

Paige Seburn
Local Journalism Initiative
The Lake Report

Carter Simpson returned
home to Niagara-on-the-
Lake last week from the
Special Olympics World
Winter Games in Italy,
sporting a pair of bronze
medals in addition to a
fourth-place finish in an-
other race.

The 31-year-old alpine
skier arrived in Turin on
March 5 with Team Canada,
where he was welcomed
with cheers and excitement.
The opening ceremony
on March 8 left a lasting
impression on his mother,
AnnLiz Simpson.

“It was so beautiful,”
she said.

“They made it snow
inside the arena,” said her
husband, Mike Sweeney.

Seeing Carter compete
at such a high level was
a proud moment for the
family.

“There’s really no words
that can sum it up — see-
ing your kid compete at
an international level,”
AnnLiz said.

Carter’s two younger
brothers, towering at 6’3”
and 6’4", celebrated by lift-
ing him up after his races.

When AnnLiz told
Carter the news that he
would be competing at the
World Games in alpine
skiing in Sestriere, he was
jumping up and down and
screaming out of excite-
ment, she said.

Carter said finding out
was extremely exciting
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Carter Simpson proudly displays a Canadian flag signed by his Good Life spin class. The
31-year-old alpine skier earned two bronze medals in the Special Olympics. PAIGE SEBURN

and rewarding, as was the
experience in Italy, where,
alongside competing, he got
to make some friends.

His favourite part of all
was the excitement of rac-
ing down the slopes, said
Carter.

After receiving his first
medal, Carter ran over to
his family and yelled, “I did
it,” after stepping off the
podium, AnnLiz said.

“We were all emotional;
everyone was crying,” she

said. “It really hit him there:

‘Here I am competing on a
world stage.””

The slopes presented
some challenging condi-

tions while there, though,
with heavy snow and poor
visibility, AnnLiz said.

On the final day of races,
the intermediate slalom
final was nearly canceled
due to weather, which Ann-
Liz said would have been
extremely disappointing.

But organizers decided on
one run instead of the usual
two, a decision that Carter
handled with his usual
calmness, she said.

“Was it scary?” asked
AnnLiz.

“No,” said Carter.

The community’s sup-
port has been incredible,
AnnLiz said.

Lord Mayor Gary Zalepa
said council invited Carter
to the next Town meeting
and he looks forward to
presenting congratulations
to him.

“We are very proud and
extremely excited for him,”
he said.

Coun. Andrew Niven,
director of marketing and
hospitality at Konzelmann
Estate Winery, said the
winery plans to celebrate
Carter with a community
reception.

It will be a chance for
people to congratulate
Carter and for him to sign
autographs. There’s no

cost to attend and visitors
can enjoy a small wine
sample, said Niven. The
celebration is April

10 from 4 to 7 p.m.

Carter’s win was a proud
moment for Canada, he said,
especially since the country
is more united than ever.

“It’s an interesting time,
when we’re so proud of
Canada,” he said. “It just
made the moment even
more magical.”

Carter’s journey has
inspired many, includ-
ing Niven, who met him
through Niagara-on-the-
Lake Ambassadors’ kick-
off-to-the-season celebra-
tions at Konzelmann.

“I’m blown away by it.
But I feel he deserves it.
He’s worked very hard,”
she said about the town’s
support, adding that
Carter’s accomplishments
were also acknowledged on
the digital sign at the com-
munity center.

Carter has inspired him-
self, too.

He has been wearing
his two bronze medals so
proudly that AnnLiz thinks
he has gone to sleep with
them on.

“Because I could hear the
clang,” she said.

Carter, who moved to
town with his family three
years ago from Sault Ste.
Marie, began skiing at age
five, but the 2025 games
marked his first interna-
tional competition.

Previously, he competed
in the 2024 Special Olym-
pics Canada Calgary Games
and two provincial games,

said AnnLiz.

Carter’s spin class at
Good Life Fitness has
rallied behind him, with
instructors using the moun-
tain design on the wall to
motivate athletes ever since
he made Team Canada,
AnnLiz said.

She said the instructors
would say, “Carter, take us
to the top of it! Who’s gonna
be first? Carter, who are you
gonna beat?”

“They’ve been absolutely
incredible,” AnnLiz said.

Carter’s hero, Canadian
skier Jack Crawford, sent
Carter a message before the
race wishing he could be
there to watch.

Carter, who wants to ski
with him one day, has a con-
nection through his younger
brother Chandler, who has
skied with Crawford on
Team Ontario.

Support on social media
also meant a lot and kept
the crew motivated while in
Italy, said AnnL.iz.

As for Carter, no dif-
ficult conditions on the
slopes can hold him back,
as he’s already focused on
the 2029 World Games in
Switzerland.

Next year, Carter will
compete in a divisional
competition, followed by
Provincials in 2027. If
he earns a spot on Team
Canada, he will compete in
Nationals in 2028 and, if
successful, head to Swit-
zerland in 2029 for Worlds,
AnnLiz said. But he said
he’s confident.

“I’m good,” said Carter.
paigeseburn@niagaranow.com.
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Cycling for a cure

Ride to Conquer Cancer raises record-breaking $20.61 million

Town looks
at expanded
protection
for historical
buildings

Dan Smeenk

Local Journalism Initiative
The Lake Report

The Town of Niagara-
on-the-Lake is studying
whether or not it should
expand the heritage conser-
vation district around many
buildings centred around
Queen and Picton streets.

The district would be put
in to preserve the historical
look and feel of that part of
NOTL and protect it from
significant alteration.

“I think it’s the right thing
to do,” said Lyle Hall, chair
of the Niagara Foundation, a
registered charity that looks
to protect historical architec-
ture in Niagara-on-the-Lake.

“It should have been done
earlier, but at least it’s being
done now.”

Cyclists power down Line 1 Road toward the finish line Sunday, completing their 200-kilometre journey in the Ride to Conquer Cancer.
The two-day event drew 4,400 riders and wrapped up in Niagara-on-the-Lake, raising more than $20 million. DAVE VAN DE LAAR

$20.61 million for research at
Toronto’s Princess Margaret
Cancer Centre.

Construction at the usual
Niagara Falls finish spurred
organizers to find a new space to
host the event, said co-founder
Steve Merker.

200 kilometres, to Hamilton and
back, to raise millions in the
fight against cancer.

The Princess Margaret Ride
to Conquer Cancer, held June
7 and 8, brought 4,400 cyclists
and 550 volunteers to Niagara-
on-the-Lake and raised a record

Andrew Hawlitzky
The Lake Report

“We were looking at mix-
ing it up, Peller said they’d love
to host us, and our riders are
thrilled to be here in the heart of
wine country,” said Merker, who
is also the foundation’s vice-

For the first time, the annual
Ride to Conquer Cancer started
in Niagara-on-the-Lake last
Saturday as 400 cyclists pedalled

from Peller Estates and traversed Continued on Page 8

Continued on Page 4

Proposed York Road hotel and restaurants grounded by airport

Dan Smeenk

Local Journalism Initiative
The Lake Report

A hotel and two restau-
rants may be coming to
the area of 524 York Rd.,
Niagara-on-the-Lake coun-

cil heard last Tuesday. But a
bylaw, an objection from the
airport and rules surround-
ing the two are likely to
keep this project in limbo
for a little while.

The new development is
being proposed as an exten-

sion of the current Stay-
bridge Suites and Holiday
Inn hotels, which are owned
by the same person who is
proposing this project.

The hotel and restaurant
complex would also have
a 247-car parking lot, 11

biking spaces, and 11,373
square metres of area occu-
pied. It would be bordered
by Glendale Avenue on the
east, Queenston Road on
the south, York Road on the
north and Counsell Street
on the west.

The site is distinguished
by its proximity to the
Queen Elizabeth Highway
and by the diversity of what
surrounds it.

“The surrounding lands
include conservation,
residential, commercial,

industrial and institutional
uses,” said John Federici,
senior planner at Niagara-
on-the-Lake.

The restaurants would
have outdoor areas outside

Continued on Page 2
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Heart attacks could be a “thing of the past”

with RegenalLife’s Al Heart Scan,
right here in NOTL.

Visit RegenalLife.ca to learn more.
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Visit: linkedin.com/in/nick-vaccaro-dc
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Dr. Nick Vaccaro DC
Founder & President
RegenalLife™ + Wellness Estates™
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