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11 acre property, fully 
updated 2 bed, 1 bath, 

quonzet hut, barn, 
pond, creek, fruit trees.

136 Sunrise Rd
Round Lake

$510,000

2+2 Beds, 1+1 Bath, 
Waterfront on Round 

Lake, Large 3-Bay Garage, 
Beautiful Quality Build.

 4642A Round Lake Rd 
$1,150,000

Great yard with a pond 
in the back, 3 bed, 1 bath, 

carport, outbuildings, 
walking distance to Round 

Lake for swimming.

2441 Simpson Pit Rd
Round Lake Centre

$329,000

Kayla Kayla 
NiemanNieman

Stunning River front 
property, 3 beds 2 bath, 

newly finished, cathedral 
ceilings, good swimming 

and access to Round Lake. 

 65B Recoskie Lane, 
Round Lake

$689,000

Beachfront, 3-season 
cottage with 1.8 acres 

on Round Lake, 3 
beds, 1 bath with a 2 

bedroom bunkie.

2238B Round Lake Rd
Round Lake

$599,000

REALTOR®

ROBERT FISHER
Staff Reporter

QUADEVILLE – Nearly 100 people took 
part in a community walk Sunday evening in 
Quadeville. The aim of organizers Amanda 
Phanenhour, her sister Lynsay and mother 
Anita was to help the community begin to 
heal from the trauma that has been imposed 
on the village following a vicious attack 
on an 8-year-old girl (we cannot name the 
victim due to a publication ban imposed 
by the court which covers the accused and 
the victim).

“I just had it really heavy on my heart 
that I needed to do something for the 
community,” she said, about why she 
organized the walk. 

“I think this story has touched everybody, 
not just Quadeville, but the surrounding 
area.” Phanenhour’s children go to school 
with the victim. 

“It was just something that I felt like the 
community deserved to have some healing 
brought to them and some recognition,” she 
continued. Walkers carried yellow ribbons 
to tie along the walk route. Yellow ribbons 
represent hope and healing. 

“I just think (the community) need to feel 
that they’re not alone in this and there are 
people around them that care about them. 
The families, the community members, the 
residents, everybody that lives here, we 
wanted them to feel that we’ve got their 
back.” Phanenhour said the walk was also 
for first responders and volunteers who 
were on hand the evening the girl went 
missing. “Those are all volunteer people 
and they need to be recognized for that  
as well.

Nicole Bernard and Stephanie Stone, 
from Algonquins of Pikwakanagan, brought 
seven people from their community. All 
were wearing orange Every Child Matters 

T-shirts. “An army of orange,” said Stone.
“Every child matters,” was the simple 

explanation Bernard gave for attending the 
walk Sunday evening. 

Bernard said the Pikwakanagan 
community is holding a fundraiser for 
the victim which will include a raffle. 
One hundred squares on a raffle board 
are available at $25 each. Prizes are 
handcrafted items made by Bernard, 
including a wolf basket. Bernard said she 
has given the girl the nickname The Little 
Warrior. Anyone interested in buying a 
chance in the raffle can send an Interac 
e-Transfer to brownealyssa18@gmail.
com with For Little Warrior in the note 
field of the transfer. Donations can also 
be made at the Golden Lake Smoke Shop, 
189 Kokomis Inamo. People should also 
include their name and contact information 
in the note field so they can be contacted 
if they win.

Walkers began at the community centre 
in Quadeville and ended at the Quadeville 
Pentacostal Church, about .6 km away. 

Organizers planned three stops along the way 
to offer prayers for the family of the accused, 
the family of the victim, first responders and 
volunteers and a final prayer was given at the 
church. A nice breeze kept walkers cool and 
helped keep bugs at bay, for the most part. 
The warm light of the setting sun offering 
a pleasant glow to the event as the walkers 
proceeded to the church.

Heather Faraday drove from Hardwood 
Lake to take part in the walk. “I know 
both families,” she began,” and both 
families need our support, our love and our 
compassion.” She’s hopeful the walk will 
begin the healing process. “It was a very 
good event,” she said. “As soon as I heard 
about it, I was on board to help out.”

Another fundraiser will take place Sept. 
20 at the arena in Palmer Rapids. We will 
provide details of the event as the date  
gets closer. 

The accused made a court appearance 
July 17 and is scheduled to be back in court 
Aug. 21.

robert@thevalleygazette.ca

Healing walk in Quadeville
Walkers gathered for a group photo following a healing and prayer walk in Quadeville Sunday evening. 						                  Robert Fisher photos

Walkers proceeded along Addington Road from the Quadeville Community Centre to Quadeville Pentacostal Church.
Shayla Newton ties a yellow ribbon on a sign post 
during the walk.
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BARRY’S BAY – Aerial insectivores 
and shorebirds show dramatic population 
declines. Grassland bird populations 
are down 67 per cent since 1970. Birds 
Canada in partnership with Environment 
and Climate Change Canada released 
a new report earlier in October titled 
State of Canada’s Birds which tracks 
bird populations in the country since 
1970. Aerial insectivores are birds 
that eat insects out of the air while in 
flight and include swallows, swifts and  
whip-poor-wills.

On the positive side, birds of prey or 
raptors are seeing a significant increase 
in populations as are wetland birds, up 35 
and 21 per cent respectively. Waterfowl 
populations are also up 46 per cent.

Bird species in decline are suffering, 
largely, from loss of habitat and climate 
change. Habitat loss is often due to 
increased urbanization and climate 
change affects every part of the county. 
The Ford government recently reclassified 
approximately 600 hectares (1,480 acres) of 
wetland area in the province, dropping the 
areas below the ‘provincially significant’ 
category meaning the wetlands are not as 
protected from development. The group 
Ontario Nature is working to determine 
exactly how much wetland has been 

reclassified and where. There are two areas 
near Ottawa that have been reclassified. 
The group confirmed to the Gazette that 
no provincially significant wetlands have 
been reclassified in Renfrew County, 
South Algonquin, Bancroft or Hastings 
Highlands as of July 2024. While wetland 
bird populations are up nationwide, 
changes to habitat will affect local and 
regional populations. A 2022 report on 
bird populations in New Brunswick 

showed that between 33 and 104 million 
birds were lost in the province from 1985 
to 2020. The reason cited in the report is 
a reduction in Acadian forest areas in the 
province through clearcutting in favour of 
monoculture softwood plantations. The 
report noted, “Forest degradation drives 
widespread avian habitat and population 
declines.”

The State of Canada’s Birds report 
states, “The single biggest threat to 
Canada’s grassland birds is the destruction 
and degradation of native grasslands they 
need.”

Grassland bird species in eastern Ontario 
include bobolinks, meadowlarks, vesper 
sparrows, loggerhead shrikes and eastern 
kingbirds. All of these show significant 
declines in population over the time period. 
The eastern kingbird has shown some sign 
of recovery in the past 15 years. The report 
studies national populations and regional 
differences are difficult to separate out. 
Kyle Horner, engagement co-ordinator 
for Birds Canada, said the organization is 
working to update the format for a future 
report which will include some regional 
information. 

In eastern Ontario, wetland birds such 
as flycatchers, herons, egrets and bitterns 
can be found. Sedge wren populations 
have been quite variable over the study 
period but have shown a sharp decline 
since 2018. The willow flycatcher, another 
local wetland species has shown a steady 

decline since 1980. The swamp sparrow, 
after increasing in numbers from 1970 
to 2007 has been in decline since. Three 
heron species, the night crowned, green 
and great blue have also shown marked 
drops in population numbers. While some 
wetland birds are doing well, others, in 
particular those found in eastern Ontario 
are not. 

Habitat disruption is the biggest issue for 
wetland birds. “There was a lot of wetland 
destruction through the middle of last 
century for development and agriculture 
and roads,” said Horner. In the later part 
of the 20th century and into the 21st 
century, “there’s been much more focus on 
wetlands. On the value of wetlands and on 
conserving wetlands,” and restoring some 
areas of wetland. 

Some species overlap categories which 
is the case with a few that are both wetland 
and waterfowl birds. In those cases, 
changes to improve hunting regulations 
and reduce overhunting have helped 
population numbers recover. 

Horner explained that any change to 
wetland protections, like what is being 
done in Ontario, can have a negative 
impact on bird populations. “Wetlands are 
a really valuable habitat not just for the 
things that live there,” he explained, “they 
perform important ecosystem functions as 
carbon sinks,” and biodiversity. 

“Anything that permits the destruction 
of wetlands is going to be very negative 
for the birds,” and the amount of wetland 
area is already less than in the past, “so we 
need to preserve the ones we have.”

The trends shown in the report are 
based on national averages and while a 
bird may be doing well in one part of the 
country it can be doing less well in other 
areas. Horner noted that is likely the case 
for some of the wetland birds in eastern 
Ontario. “Within a trend that appears to 
be increasing, there are still some species 
that are level (in numbers) or in some cases 
decreasing.

“Each species is unique in its needs and 
how it’s affected,” by its surroundings. 

Some species may be more sensitive 
or not as able to adapt to changes in their 
environment, which can lead to differences 
in outcomes in different parts of the country. 

Raptors are seeing large increases in 
numbers across the country. Osprey, turkey 
vulture and bald eagle populations have 
grown significantly from lows in the 1970s 
and 1980s. All three can be seen in eastern 
Ontario. The picture is not quite as positive 
for some of the hawk species. The red-
shouldered, sharp-shinned and red-tailed 
hawks populations are not much different 
from the early years of the study. The red-
tailed and sharp-shinned hawks showed 
growth for several years, into the mid- to 
late-1990s and have been in decline since. 
The red-shouldered hawk has seen small 
increases in numbers since about 2015. 

The biggest threat, “from the middle of 
last century was agricultural pesticides,” 
in particular DDT. Populations have grown 
since the chemical was banned in both 
Canada and the United States. Peregrine 
falcons and bald eagles were two that were 
significantly affected. “Peregrine falcon 
almost completely disappeared from many 
parts of eastern North America,” explained 
Horner. The chemical caused the birds to 
lay “soft eggs” which are eggs that have 
a membrane but no shell and the egg is 
not viable. 

Only the pacific subspecies of great blue 
heron is listed as a species at risk among 
the wetland birds. The eastern subspecies 
of the loggerhead shrike is endangered 
as is the vesper sparrow. The eastern 
meadowlark is listed as threatened along 
with the bobolink. 

robert@thevalleygazette.ca

The state of Canada’s bird population is in flux, new report

A bald eagle takes flight from a tree. Bald eagles, along with other birds of prey are 
seeing a resurgence of populations across Canada. 		            Robert Fisher photo

Great blue herons perch on branches of a dead tree in a rookery. Herons and other 
wetland birds are seeing dramatic declines in numbers per information on the Birds 
Canada website.  						               Robert Fisher photo

Province loosens wetland protections – Greenbelt 2.0?
A new policy governing wetland areas in Ontario came into effect in January 2023. The Ontario Wetland Evaluation System 
determines whether a wetland will have protected status based on a scoring system.
“Basically, it kind of changed some of the criteria and the scoring system, significantly weakening they system and making it 
easier for wetlands to be re-valuated and lose their provincially significant status,” explained Conservation Policy and Campaigns 
Director for Ontario Nature Tony Morris. 
One of the major changes was that, what are termed, wetland complexes – small areas of wetland that are interconnected 
– which previously could be scored together are now scored individually and treated as standalone areas, “which is not how 
ecology or hydrology work,” Morris said. The other major change is that species at risk are no longer part of the scoring system.
The objective of the change, along with other changes to provincial legislation like the Endangered Species Act and recently 
exempting the proposed route for Highway 413 from the environmental assessment process, is to open up areas for 
development. The work of protecting important wetlands is now left to local groups and municipalities. 
Morris said in the first, roughly, six months after the 
change to wetland classification they saw about 100 
hectares declassified as provincially significant. Since then 
another, roughly, 500 hectares has been declassified. 
Morris was careful to note that some of the changes are 
due to better mapping and boundary recognition. That 
represents a small portion of the overall. 
Asked if the change is, in effect, a Greenbelt 2.0, Morris said 
it was a difficult question and, “it’s kind of a pattern where 
we’re seeing this government continually, kind of, chip away 
at things,” to speed up development. He noted the recent 
exemption of the Highway 413 project, which runs through 
part of the Greenbelt, from an environmental assessment.
Morris said people fought to preserve the Greenbelt when 
the Ford government announced proposed changes to 
it initially. “They think they won the fight. There’s this 
government’s continuing to try other tactics,” and there are 
so many other issues happening that it’s difficult to keep 
focus on the number of changes happening. 

The proposed route of Highway 413, lime green outline, is overlaid 
on a map of areas protected in the Greenbelt.

Gazette graphic/Source: Province of Ontario
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ROBERT FISHER
Staff Reporter

KILLALOE – Mayor David Mayville opened the Sept. 16 
council meeting for Killaloe,Hagarty and Richards saying 
he met with the chief administrative officer and staff to 
discuss township administration under a strong mayor 
framework. They will meet again, the timing is uncertain, to 
“finalize some decisions and the outcomes will be brought 
forward for the information of both council and the public,” 
Mayville said. 

The first committee of the whole meeting will take place 
Sept. 23. The meeting will be noted as a special meeting 
of council because the necessary administrative work to 
change committee structures is not complete. 

Delegation one, glyphosate
Jeff Muzzi, speaking for the forestry sector in the region, 

spoke to council to respond to the delegation by Robbie 
Anderman at the Sept. 2 meeting which he said was, “full 
of inaccuracies and misinformation and I’d like to present 
a more factual view.”

Muzzi explained basic concepts of forest management, 
saying that hardwood forests generally grow well without 
assistance, however, “pine types are a different story.” He 
referred to the pine softwood forests in the Ottawa Valley 
as being of “fire origin” meaning the forest grew in an 
area where a fire previously burned. The fires burn out 
competing vegetation, allowing the pine seedlings to grow. 
Wildfires, he noted, are not permitted to burn any longer 
and prescribed burns can be difficult to manage. Prescribed 
burns also require continual monitoring which can take 
resources away from wildfires. 
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Broker

One of a kind - waterfront lot facing 
south on private Mask Island!     #5059

$525,000$525,000

Lot is 1.74 acres, on HW 60, with access 
from the Arbor Vitae                    #5055

$259,000$259,000

BARRY’S BAY
Large building lot with septic, drilled 
well, new 1 1/2 garage and storage 
buildings. Walking distance to Village. 
Lovely mature trees.     #6184

$189,900$189,900

BARRY’S BAY
Main street across from Tim Hortons.  
1.34 acres with beautiful pond/stream. 
Municipal services available.     #6185

$79,900$79,900

Over 4 ac beautiful waterfront property on the 
shores of the Ottawa River in Laurentian Valley.  
Watch the sunset on your private beach. Imagine 
what you can do with this property...      #1054

$420,000$420,000

.44 ac Services (underground hydro, septic, water) 
are on lot waiting to be hooked up.      #1058

$118,200$118,200

•  I n t e r i o r   D e s i g n  • 

www.mekastininteriors.com
@mekastininteriors
Mekastin Interiors

MekastinInteriors

Phone: 1 866 886 0707
21 Bay St. Barry’s Bay

56 DUNN ST.,  BARRY’S BAY  

1 (250) 826-8786
Continued on page 2.
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BACK BY POPULAR DEMANDBACK BY POPULAR DEMAND

Tense council meeting in 
Killaloe/Hagarty/Richards

The 32nd annual Take Back the Night march took place Sept. 18 in Killaloe where around three dozen people marched 
through the streets to bring awareness to the issue of sexual violence. See page 10. 		        Robert Fisher photo

Take Back the Night marks Take Back the Night marks 
10 years since local murders10 years since local murders



4 Lots are found in just seconds of 
Highway 60 and a few short minutes 
from downtown Barry’s Bay.         #5054

$299,000$299,000

2000 square ft Brick bungalow in desirable Sandhill 
Drive neighborhood. A spacious open concept home, 
ideal for large families or for those looking for extra 
room, this home offers 4 bd. and 3 bath.         #5050

$750,000$750,000

Over 4 ac beautiful waterfront property on the 
shores of the Ottawa River in Laurentian Valley.  
Watch the sunset on your private beach. Imagine 
what you can do with this property...      #1054

$599,000$599,000

BARRY’S BAY
Spectacular executive 5 bed 3 bath home with 172’ 
on Wadsworth Lake. Cathedral ceilings, beautiful 
hardwood stairs and some floors, balconies from 
each upper bedroom, garage, and far too many 
features to name.             #1060

$1,275,000$1,275,000

Broker

BARK LAKE
3.8 acres of beautiful hardwoods with 210’ waterfront.  Award-
winning Backcountry Hut Company custom designed 4-season 
home. Open-concept, perfect for entertaining. A large great 
room with vaulted ceiling and loft. 2-story, 3 bedrooms, 2 
bath, easily sleeps 10 people. Escape to the serene beauty of 
this one of a kind property!         #6141

$1,400,000$1,400,000

BLACKFISH BAY - KAMANISKEG 
LAKE/MADAWASKA RIVER

Well-kept 3+ bedroom, waterfront bungalow. East 
facing with gentle slope to water, sand bottom. Large 
3 season sun room. Detached 1 car garage and storage 
sheds for garden/tools. Furnished.       #6128

$590,000$590,000
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Mekastin InteriorsMekastin Interiors
Increase your comfort and help lower 

your energy bills year round with  
Hunter Douglas shades.

Mekastin Interiors
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BBAHS Executive Director, 
Joanne King, Retires 

See page 3.

Wolves netminder Ethan Lapenskie was involved in a fight with Tweed goalie Evan Morrison in the third period. Both 
were ejected. See page 20. 								             Photo Robert Fisher

BLACK FRIDAY
Great local gift ideas. 

Shop Local this Black Friday.
SEE INSIDE

November 29th

Wolves win, treat fans to a raucous nightWolves win, treat fans to a raucous night
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