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BY CHRISTOPHER GULY

When the man whose brand 
was built on “the art of the 

deal” slapped Canada with sweep-
ing tariffs on Feb. 1, he inadver-
tently crafted a consolidated reply 
from the Confederation. 

U.S. President Donald Trump 
has become the domestic unifier 
of Canadians, crossing partisan 
and geographic lines in a unique 
historical way at an unprec-
edented fractious time in the 
country’s relationship with its 
southern neighbour.

A clarion call to “buy Cana-
dian,” look for “Made in Can-
ada” labels on products, and 
avoid vacationing in the U.S. 
swept social media following 
the announcement of American 
tariffs on Canadian imports. 
Those 25-per cent-tariffs are cur-
rently paused until early March, 
following discussions between 
Trump and Prime Minister Justin 
Trudeau (Papineau, Que.) on 
Feb. 3.

Newfoundland and Labrador 
Liberal Premier Andrew Furey 
characterized Trump’s “51st state” 
pitch for Canada as “incredibly 
insulting,” and an “assault on our 
democratic institutions and our 
sovereignty.”

“But even beyond our sover-
eignty, Canadians are meeting the 
moment of the existential threat 

‘Canadians 
are meeting 
the moment 
of the 
existential 
threat to our 
identity,’ 
says Furey 
as premiers 
head to 
Washington 
this week

BY STEPHEN JEFFERY

With U.S. President Donald 
Trump’s threatened tariffs 

on ice until early next month, 
Canadian federal public servants 
find themselves preparing and 
implementing countermeasures 
while also anticipating a change 
in this country’s political leader-
ship and a potential election.

“We’re putting ourselves 
potentially 
smack dab 
into a 
caretaker 
period if 
the gov-
ernment 
loses the 
confidence 
of the House, 
or if the 
new Liberal 
leader decides they want to go 
to the polls right away because 
that’s best for them,” said Lori 
Turnbull, professor and chair of 
Dalhousie University’s Public and 
International Affairs Department. 

“We could be looking at a 
government that is negotiating 
with Trump in caretaker mode, 
and the public service, I think, 
will have a lot of questions about 
how to manage that and where 
the mandate comes from.”

Trump initially said he would 
impose tariffs on Canadian and 
Mexican imports on his first day 
in office, Jan. 20, unless both 
countries took unquantified 
action on illegal immigration and 
drug smuggling at their respec-
tive borders with the U.S. 

When Jan. 20 came, Trump 
mused that the tariffs would be 
coming on Feb. 1. By the time that 
day arrived, Trump announced 
that a 25-per-cent tariff would be 
imposed on all Canadian goods—

BY MICHAEL HARRIS

HALIFAX—Henry Kissinger once reportedly 
quipped that, “It may be dangerous to be Amer-

ica’s enemy; but to be America’s friend is fatal.”
South Vietnam was a friend, and now it no 

longer exists.  
The previous government of Afghanistan was 

a friend, but has been replaced by the Taliban.
The Shah of Iran was a friend, until he was 

overthrown in the Islamic Revolution of 1979. He 
died in exile.

Trump’s 
tariffs could 
require 
pandemic-
style public 
service 
mobilization, 
say observers

We can no 
longer trust 
America
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Out of the 
blue, U.S. 
President 
Donald 
Trump 
launched a 
savage 
economic 
attack on 
both of his 
reliable 
allies and 
his biggest 
trading 
partners, 
writes 
Michael 
Harris. 
Photograph 
courtesy of 
Gage 
Skidmore/
Wikimedia 
Commons

Canada can never again assume that 
America is our devoted friend who 
will look out for our interests or 
appreciate our friendship. It’s time 
to strengthen our country from 
within, and reach out to countries 
who, like us, can no longer count on 
a world order run by America.




