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NOTL man loses bid to quash Marotta defamation suit

Richard Harley
The Lake Report

A judge has refused to
throw out a defamation suit
filed by developer Benny
Marotta against a Niagara-
on-the-Lake senior who

made critical comments
on social media about the
prominent builder.

In a ruling last Thursday,
Justice Edward Morgan
of the Ontario Superior
Court in Toronto dismissed
an application by Stewart

Hall, who had argued his
comments on the NOTL
4U Facebook group should
be considered protected
speech under Ontario’s

accused Marotta and his
companies of engaging in
corrupt business practices,
offering bribes to politicians
and employing aggressive

participation,” are intended
to prevent powerful people

or organizations from using
the courts to silence public

criticism.

council vote that approved
Marotta’s proposal to
build a hotel on the former
Parliament Oak school
site, which he purchased

anti-SLAPP legislation. The case stems from a tactics against opponents. in 2022.
SLAPP laws, or “strategic  June 2024 post in the NOTL Hall’s post followed a
litigation against public 4U group, where Hall controversial 5-4 town Continued on Page 4

Election 2025

Kaiser and
Baldinelli run
head-to-head in
federal election
for third time

Julia Sacco

Local Journalism Initiative
The Lake Report

All four major parties
in Niagara-on-the-Lake’s
riding have announced their
candidates for the snap fed-
eral election on April 28.

As of Wednesday after-
noon, the New Democrats
have selected Shannon
Mitchell as their candidate
for the Niagara Falls—Niag-
ara-on-the-Lake riding.

Lifelong Niagara-on-the-
Lake resident Andrea Kai-
ser is the face of the Liberal
Party for the riding, facing
off against incumbent Con-
servative Tony Baldinelli.

This year, NOTL’s election
riding excludes Fort Erie,

a municipality that was
included in past elections.

The riding now includes
Niagara Falls and Niagara-
on-the-Lake, reflected in
its name.

Kaiser has run as the Lib-
eral candidate for NOTL’s
riding twice before, once in
2019 and again in 2021.

Continued on Page 3

THE WILD WEST OF WINE

Bylaw bypass: Does zoning matter?

How a farm winery isn’t following the rules, bylaw enforcement
is practically non-existent and competitors are getting frustrated

This is the first in a series of
stories about NOTL'’s “Wild
West” of wineries, examining
zoning bylaws, restrictions, how
some wineries are ignoring those
bylaws and restrictions and
operating as they please, and
how the Town of Niagara-on-
the-Lake doesn’t appear to be
enforcing its own bylaws. And
we look at whether the solution
is to change the rules to ease
restrictions or crack down on
those who aren’t following the
existing rules.

Paige Seburn
Local Journalism Initiative
The Lake Report

Niagara-on-the-Lake has a
wine problem.

Well, a winery problem. And it
centres around the rules for how
wineries are allowed to operate.

Under the town’s bylaws, there
are two distinctions for winer-
ies: Smaller-scale operations are
classified as farm wineries, while
larger facilities are zoned as
estate wineries.

Ferox by Fabian Reis wmery has caused a stir in the wine |ndustry It appears to be operating out5|de town
laws, bringing NOTL's winery zoning requirements and enforcement practices into question. PAIGE SEBURN

With those distinctions come
sets of rules for what’s allowed
— and, importantly, differences
in the ways the two operations
are taxed.

Farm wineries, which pay only
agricultural taxes besides the
commercial taxes paid on their
maximum 18.5-square-metre re-

tail space, face many restrictions.
They cannot host events, can’t
operate commercial kitchens or
serve food of any kind, and are
not allowed to have hospitality
rooms or dining areas or patios.
Essentially, unless farm winer-
ies have a site-specific permis-
sion granted by the town, they

can only produce and sell wine.
They can operate a small retail
space, where wine tasting is
allowed, but can’t sell anything
besides wine produced on the
property, from the grapes it
grows on site.

Continued on Page 6

Bikes for Farmworkers 1s 1n dire need of donatons

Paige Seburn
Local Journalism Initiative
The Lake Report

Time to dust off those bi-
cycles sitting in your garage
and give them a new life.

Bikes For Farmworkers is

running out of bikes — fast.

With fewer than 60 left, it
urgently needs adult bike
donations to help migrant
farmworkers get around

Niagara-on-the-Lake this

of the year, we would have
at least 150 bikes all ready
and refurbished to go out
for sales,” said Dave Cox,
volunteer with the program.
“This is the worst it’s

Bikes For Farmworkers is
a volunteer-driven outreach
organization through Gate-
way Community Church,
selling reconditioned bikes
to seasonal farmworkers

The program’s supply has
been dwindling.

In 2022, the program had
420 bikes, but by 2023, that
number dropped to just 368.
Last year, only 150 bikes

il

spring and summer.
“Generally, at this time

been, and I've been here
since 2019.”

Volunteer Dave Cox with
one of the few bikes left.

annually since its inception

in 2017. Continued on Page 5
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