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GIVEN THE TROUBLED
WATERS OF U.S. trade wars,
Mark Carney positioned himself
as the best hand on the Canadian
tiller as he made a campaign stop
in Kitchener last week.

The newly minted Prime
Minister, who called an election
for April 28, was joined by area
Liberal MPs during an event
March 26 at Bingemans Confer-
ence Centre, where he wasted
no time getting into the chaos
created by U.S. President Donald
Trump.

“Now we know we have
some issues with our American
neighbours. No longer friends,”
he told more than a thousand
people gathered for the event,
some of whom booed at the
mention of the U.S.

“We want to emerge from
this crisis stronger. We will be
stronger. It’s going to hurt a
bit.... Let’s be clear, it will hurt a
bit, but what we need is positive
leadership that ends the vision
and help,” said Carney, noting
Canada can no longer rely on its
longtime ally under Trump.

Just hours before Carney’s
appearance in Kitchener, Trump
announced plans for a 25 per
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Carney paints himself
as the best candidate
to counter Trump

at Kitchener stop

“What we are facing now,
though, is the most significant
crisis of our lifetimes because of
President Trump’s unjustified
heavy import fees and his threats
to our sovereignty.”

“Now, further tariffs on our
auto sector, going against
decades and decades and
decades of cooperation in that
sector since before I was born,”
said the 60-year-old prime
minister.

“He escalated his attacks, and
that’s what these tariffs are -
they are attacks on Canada. But
they’re attacks on our workers...
let me be clear again, here, we
will protect our workers,” he
said, as they will be putting every
dollar collected from retaliatory
tariffs against the Americans to
protect Canadian labourers.

Kitchener’s Jane Carere, who
attended the rally, told The
Observer she has been particu-
larly interested in that point.

“Because this is goingtobe a
long haul, depending on how bad
it gets,” Carere said, adding she
was glad to see efforts to protect
industry and workers.

She hasn’t been this excited
about an election in a long time,
as the last political rally she
attended was for former prime
minister Pierre Elliott Trudeau,

who was first elected in 1968.
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