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Aylmer Police report
Aylmer Police reported the 

following on Monday, Oct. 7:
Motorcycle crash

An Aylmer woman, 30, has 
been charged with careless 
driving after she allegedly lost 
control of her motorcycle and 
crashed into the rear of a pickup 
truck at Talbot and John streets 
on Friday, Oct. 4, just before 3 
p.m.

The motorcyclist had been 
southbound on John Street 
North and stopped for a red 
light at the intersection.

The motorcycle stalled and 
was restarted, and she then 
accelerated, losing control and 
striking the pickup truck. 

The rider was ejected from 
her motorcycle and ended up on 
the pavement on Talbot Street 
just west of the intersection, 
where passers-by attended to 
her until police and paramedics 
arrived.

She was taken to St. Thomas 
Elgin General Hospital to be 
treated for minor injuries.
Sexual assault

An Aylmer man, 47, has 
been charged with sex-related 
offences involving someone 
under 16 years of age.

He was arrested on Thurs-
day, October 3, and charged 
with sexual interference and 
sexual assault.

The man and the alleged 
victim were known to each 
other.

Police are releasing no fur-
ther information to protect the 
identity of the victim.

Impaired driving
A Watford man, 25, has been 

charged after being arrested at a 
RIDE (Reduce Impaired Driv-
ing Everywhere) checkpoint on 
Saturday, Oct. 5, just after 11 
p.m.

Officers detected the odour 
of an alcoholic beverage on the 
man’s breath.

He was taken to the town 
police station where breath 
tests indicated he had a blood-
alcohol level over the legal 
limit.

A search of his vehicle also 
found an open container of 
alcohol. 

He’s been charged with 
impaired driving by having a 
blood-alcohol level over the 
legal limit and having liquor 
readily available as a driver.
Failing to comply

An Aylmer youth, 15, has 
been charged with failing to 
comply with probation and 
judicial release conditions.

Police laid the charges after 
being called to a home in town 
on Tuesday, Oct. 1.

The “surety” who had guar-
anteed the youth’s bail said the 
youth had not returned home 
to comply with a court-ordered 
curfew.

Police found and arrested 
the youth a short time later.

After a court hearing, the 
youth was again released with 
conditions.
Unsafe turn

A Norfolk man, 23, was 

charged with making an unsafe 
turn after two vehicles were 
moderately damaged in a crash 
at John and Talbot streets on 
Tuesday, Oct. 1, at 12:10 p.m.

A vehicle had turned left 
onto John Street North when it 
was struck by another vehicle 
that had been parked and pulled 
out. 
Loud music 
leads to suspension

Police were called about a 
vehicle blaring loud music on 

Myrtle Street on Sunday, Oct. 
6, just after 11 p.m.

Officers found a parked but 
running vehicle and spoke to 
the occupant behind the wheel.

Officers noted the smell of 
an alcoholic beverage coming 
from her, and she was given a 
roadside sobriety check. 

The test resulted in a “warn-
ing” level and, as a result, the 
driver, 34, was automatically 
suspended for three days.

Bystanders directed traffic and attended to an Aylmer woman, 
30, who had been ejected from her motorcycle during a crash 
at the intersection of John and Talbot streets in Aylmer on 

Friday, Oct. 4, just before 3 p.m. They continued to do so until 
police and paramedics minutes later.	  (AE/Rob Perry)

Elgin County paramedics helped an Aylmer motorcyclist, 30, 
who was injured after her motorcycle ran into the rear of a 
pickup truck at John and Talbot intersection last Friday. She’d 
restarted her motorcycle after it stalled, but as she resumed 
driving allegedly lost control of it. She was charged with 
careless driving. 	 (AE/John Hueston)

Straffordville PS honours the memory of Terry Fox
The 220 pupils at Straffordville Public School participated in 
a Terry Fox Run recently to salute the memory of the young 
Canadian who undertook to run across Canada, despite 
having an artificial leg, covering the 42-kilometre distance 
of a marathon every day. They raised $245.  01. Mikaeyla 
LeDoux, left, and Harley Coderre, Gr. 7s, waved to the camera.   

02. Annie Neufeld, running for “Barbara,” was enthusiastic 
about taking part. 03. Darson Gardner, Gr. 4, left, Grace 
Foster, Gr. 8, carrying Gr. 3 schoolmate Natalie Neufeld, and 
Lukas Klassen strode around the playground, doing laps.  04. 
John Thiessen, Gr. 4, left, and George Heide, Gr. 6, sprinted 
up a slope to see who was fastest.                         (AE/Rob Perry)
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Where the community meets

Fire devastates downtown

 by Rob Perry

of The Aylmer Express

Two buildings were de-

stroyed and neighbouring 

buildings damaged during a 

fire that started at 50 Talbot 

Street East, between King and 

John streets, on Monday night, 

March 21, 2023, at 8:17 p.m.

Everyone residing in those 

and nearby buildings were 

safely evacuated, and no 

firefighters were reportedly 

injured.
The cause of the fire is being 

attributed to a cooking mishap.

Aylmer firefighters were 

joined by their colleagues from 

Malahide Fire, Central Elgin 

Fire Rescue and St. Thomas 

Fire to battle the stubborn blaze 

on the south side of Talbot St. 

downtown.

At one point, all three aerial 

trucks from Aylmer, Central 

Elgin and St. Thomas had 

joined in the fight, pouring 

thousands of litres of water per 

minute down into the fire and 

through front windows of the 

burning buildings.

Firefighters continued their 

work through the night. Early 

Tuesday morning, heavy ma-

chinery was brought in to de-

molish the building which had 

housed two realty offices on 

Talbot Street and an accounting 

office at the back, plus apart-

ments above. 

Sidewalks on both sides of 

Talbot Street between King and 

John were still cordoned off 

Tuesday morning about 10 a.m.

Mayor Jack Couckuyt said 

a resident of an upstairs apart-

ment at 50 Talbot St. E. called 

911 at 8:17 to report a cooking 

fire.
The town was estimating the 

value of property lost to the fire 

at $800,000, he continued.

He said he was impressed 

by how quickly emergency 

responders, including Aylmer, 

Malahide, Central Elgin, and 

St. Thomas, turned out to battle 

the blaze, and by how well they 

worked together.

This was the third major 

emergency town firefighters 

had responded to in less than 

a week, he said, and they were 

already exhausted. 

Citizens pitched in, turning 

up with coffee and doughnuts 

for firefighters as they worked 

through the night.

Mayor Couckuyt said when 

he arrived at the fire, he felt like 

“1965 all over again,” when a 

major fire downtown destroyed 

several buildings.

He’d been only four blocks 

away, he recalled, when he saw 

that historic fire start up after a 

collision involving a propane 

truck.
This time, the town was 

working with other agencies to 

aid an estimated 20 residents 

displaced because of the fire 

damage. 
East Elgin Community 

Complex had been opened as 

a rescue shelter Monday night, 

but turned out not to be needed, 

Firefighters from Aylmer, Malahide, Central Elgin and St. 

Thomas battled a major fire that started at 50 Talbot St. E. in 

Aylmer on Monday night, March 20, beginning at 8:17 p.m. 

The blaze destroyed two buildings, while damage to adjoining 

ones is to be assessed by a structural engineer. More photos 

are on pages 2 and 3. 

 (AE/Rob Perry)

THE UNDERAPPRECIATED SERVICE

This has been a tough week, starting with the 

tragic death of 18-year-old Ryan Laarman at Elgin 

Feeds, to a major fire the same day across Beech 

Street at the Elgin Innovation Centre and, Monday 

night, a fire that gutted the south side of Talbot Street 

downtown.
The loss of a loved one, particularly so young, will 

never be replaced, the treasured memories to be 

enshrined and honoured.

What this week of tragedy and loss has 

highlighted is the excellent emergency services – 

the police, paramedics, neighbouring professional 

fire departments and especially our VOLUNTEER 

firefighters – who handle these trying situations with 

calm professionalism, skill and diligence.

We are always quick to highlight the work of our 

volunteer firefighters because their work is a labour of 

love. They are paid, but a pittance, yet they sacrifice 

family, business, personal time and social life in the 

service of their community in sometimes dangerous, 

even life-threatening situations.

Once I knew many of our volunteers, but that 

generation has largely moved on. Their duties and 

demands have changed, with much more training 

necessary and many more calls. The once key role 
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Is end coming, for 

public speaking?
by Rob Perry

of The Aylmer Express

Aylmer Deputy Mayor Pete 

Barbour, at a meeting Wednes-

day, March 15, reported that 

public speaking competitions 

organized for schoolchildren 

by Royal Canadian Legion 

branches are dying out.

He noted that Colonel 

Talbot Branch 81, Royal Cana-

dian Legion, in Aylmer recently 

hosted such a contest for chil-

dren from Grades 1 through 12.

Aylmer’s was the last Legion 

in the district sponsoring such 

a competition, he said. He en-

couraged parents, even if their 

children’s schools weren’t par-

ticipating directly next year, to 

consider signing up youngsters. 

Learning to speak in public 

was important for a child’s 

growth and future well-being, 

and the contests were “just a 

great way for kids to learn,” he 

said.

Councillor Arthur Oslach 

said he believed the Aylmer 

Legion planned to hold one 

more public speaking contest, 

next year, to see how it went.

Of the eight Legion 

Branches in the London zone, 

he noted, Aylmer’s was the only 

one continuing to do so.

In an interview after the 

meeting, Cr. Oslach said this 

year’s contest involved only 

two entries, and both were from 

outside the area, with one from 

Delhi and the other from Port 

Rowan.
Ten years ago, he said, the 

contest would have attracted 36 

children.
While public speaking 

was drawing little interest, he 

added, the Legion’s annual 

Remembrance Day poster and 

poetry competition was still 

going strong, with 50 or 60 

entries a year.

Left picture, Austin Bubb-Clarke of host Aylmer Minor Hockey’s 

Under 9MD team turned with the puck, pursued by a Belle 

River player, during a game at East Elgin Community Complex 

on Saturday, March 18. Right picture, teammate Everett 

Peacock chipped the puck toward the Belle River end of the 

rink. Aylmer took the win, 2-1, on goals scored by Camden 

Underhill and Carter Cosyns.  
(AE/Rob Perry)

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4

Ryan Laarman, 18, dies in 

Elgin Feeds workplace fall

Ryan Laarman, 18, of 

Belmont died after falling into 

a concrete shaft near a grain 

elevator at Elgin Feeds on John 

Street North in Aylmer, on 

Wednesday, March 15, at 10:45 

a.m. He’s been a part-time em-

ployee for three years.

Police Chief Zvonko Horvat 

said Mr. Laarman had lost 

his footing and fallen into the 

underground shaft, sustaining 

life-threatening injuries.

He was taken by ambulance 

to St. Thomas Elgin General 

Hospital, where he died.

Federal labour officials had 

been notified and would be 

investigating the death, Chief 

Horvat noted. 

Later that same day, Elgin 

Feeds, on a social media post, 

stated it was “grieved to an-

nounce today the tragic death of 

a beloved employee and family 

member. Ryan Laarman, aged 

18, died today in a mill accident.

“Ryan has been a part-time 

employee for three years. He at-

tended Grade 12 at St. Thomas 

Community Christian School.

“Our hearts are deeply sad-

dened for his parents, grand-

parents, brother and sisters, 

along with his many friends, 

co-workers and extended family 

members. 

“Ryan was a bright light 

with a beaming personality who 

did his job with passion and 

enthusiasm. We pray for God’s 

comfort at this painful time.”

 Mr. Laarman was the son of 

Gene and Caroline (Jongejean) 

Laarman, and is also survived 

by his brother Samuel and his 

wife Ruth and sisters Reese and 

Hannah.
He was born in Belleville on 

Jan. 23, 2005, and was a Grade 

12 student at St. Thomas Com-

munity Christian School.

“He loved music, art, basket-

ball, hunting and spending time 

with his friends,” his obituary 

read. 
His family asked for dona-

tions to St. Thomas Commu-

nity Christian School. “This is 

a school where he grew up, and 

he was known and loved.” 

Ryan Laarman   (AE/contributed)

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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Farming – It’s a PrivilegeBy Dan Breen“I’ve always found it easier to listen to 
someone with rough hands”. G. Leslie

Farming has always existed and always 
will. It’s a privilege to steward creation and 
provide food and environmental services 
for community.  As part of this role, we at 
BreenAcres Family Farm, now in its fourth 
generation, milk cows with two robot units 
and manage 1000 acres of land.  For 32 
years we have practised the art of no till on 
all of our crops, which include corn, soy 
beans, wheat, and alfalfa/grass mixes. 

In 2006 we introduced the use of cover 
crops which include triticale, rye, radishes, 
peas and oats with possibilities for other 
innovative crops. Liquid and solid manure 
are applied at various times of the season 
depending on the crop rotation and more 
importantly, the ground conditions. Our actions are firmed in the belief of 

not just sustaining but building our soils 
through abiding by three proven principles:     Minimal soil disruption Also called no till, is to not disturb the 

complex living structures and systems that 
exist under the earth’s surface. The goal is 
to keep the stored carbon that is attached 
to the decomposing materials within the 
soil profile, and not release it back in to the 
atmosphere. 

Keep a living crop
Secondly, our goal is to keep a year round living plant on as many acres as conditions allow, to feed the soil or-ganisms and keep the soil protected from weather events such as wind, rain, and drought. Even throughout snowless winter months, pho-tosynthesis can occur and the plant will even continue to grow under snow. A living crop acts like a solar panel, collect-ing sun energy yet reduces “sun spill”. Unlike the solar panel, those plants use up all of the energy and none is wasted. Photosynthesis pulls carbon out of 

the atmosphere and stores it in the soil 
profile, to be used and absorbed by the 
next planting cycle, all the while growing 
biomass and grain.
Biodiversity

Lastly, the goal is to create a biodiverse 
community of plants and roots to provide 
a buffet for soil organisms to thrive on and 

stay in balance. Nature, if left alone, 
will stay balanced. It is human in-
terruption, and interaction with the 
complex bio-ecosystem that puts 
things out of order. Breaking up 
those interactions means nature has 
to start all over building its under-
ground pathways.It is through years of observation 

and careful management that we 
produce milk, meat, forage, and 
grains, cycle nutrients, protect water 
cycles, sequester and store carbon 
all while providing a biodiverse 
ecosystem above and below the soil 

surface. Civilizations have risen and fallen 
due to their agricultural practices. We are 
literally standing on our future and that of 
billions of others. If that which we stand 
upon is strong, healthy, and vibrant, we are 
in great shape. A strong foundation is the 
key to stability; economically, socially, and 
environmentally. Keep our Soils Green, Covered, and 

Growing is our life long goal so that the 
fruits of our labours can benefit our family 
and community.

PLANTINGPLANTINGPLANTINGSUCCESSSUCCESSONE SEED AT A TIME

P & Design is a registered trademark of AgReliant Genetics LLC. PRIDE is a registered trademark of AgReliant Genetics Inc.

FOR ALL YOUR GRAIN CORN, SILAGE CORN 

AND SOYBEAN SEED NEEDS, CONTACT:
IAN FOSTER  |  AYLMER  |  519-868-1051 

COMPLETE AUTO REPAIR  SPECIALISTMECHANICAL REPAIR

CASH PAID FOR GOOD CARS

YOUR SEARCH ENDS HEREQUALITY USEDCARS, TRUCKS, VANS & SUVS
2016 FORD F-250    

4x4 Crew Cab,  
6.2L Gas,  

110,000 kms 

$54,995  CERT+HST+LIC

2016 RAM 2500 
4x4 Crew Cab,  

6.4L Gas,  
181,000 kms

$33,995 CERT+HST+LIC

ONE-STOP AUTOMOTIVE CENTRE• Truck Accessories• Paint & Body Shop• Automotive Repair Centre

21,000 + Vehicles Sold
21,000 + Vehicles Sold

’s Used Cars420 Talbot St. E., Aylmer519-765-1047  •  www.goodwillsusedcars.com

We’re Elgin County’s 
We’re Elgin County’s   LARGEST LARGEST USED CAR DEALER

USED CAR DEALER

MORE TRUCKS TO CHOOSE FROM!

2017 CHEVROLET SILVERADO LT 
4x4, 5.3L,  

Backup Cam,  145,000 kms

$28,995
CERT+HST+LIC

2019 CHEVROLET COLORADO LT 
4x4, 3.6L,  

Z-71 Package,  63,000 kms 

 $38,995
CERT+HST+LIC

2016 RAM 1500  4x4, 5.7L, Express, Short Box,  
128,000 kms

$26,495
CERT+HST+LIC

2016 FORD F-150 XLT 
Crew Cab,  

Clean Carfax,  164,000 kms
 $24,995
CERT+HST+LIC

2016 TOYOTA TACOMA 
3.5L, 4x4,  6-speed manual, 149,000 kms

$34,995
CERT+HST+LIC

2018 GMC SIERRA DENALI
5.3L, Heated / Cooled Seats, 
57,000 kms

$46,995  CERT+HST+LIC

2018 RAM 2500 LARAMIE 
4x4,  

6.7L Diesel,  
149,000 kms

$63,995  CERT+HST+LIC

2018 CHEVROLET COLORADO ZR2
4x4,  

Clean carfax,  122,000 kms

$37,995  CERT+HST+LIC

2021 CHEVROLET SILVERADO WORK TRUCK 
5.3L, Long Box,  44,000 kms

$33,495  CERT+HST+LIC

2016 FORD F-250  6.7L Diesel,  Remote Start,  155,000 kms
$48,995  CERT+HST+LIC

2016 FORD F-250 XLT 
Crew Cab, Long Box, 6 Passenger,  39,000 kms

$58,495  CERT+HST+LIC

2015 GMC SIERRA 3500 HD 
6.0L, 4x4,  Dually, Crew Cab,  73,000 kms

$46,995   CERT+HST+LIC

Dan Breen’s grandson, Austin 
Berkelmans, proudly displays a 
growing field of soybeans on their 
Putnam-area farm.  (AE/contributed)

Dan Breen of BreenAcres Family 
Farm, was awarded 2018 Soil 
Champion by Ontario Soil and 
Crop Improvement Association 
(OSCIA). For Dan, soil is a living, 
active bio-system that needs 
protecting. The third generation 
Middlesex County dairy farmer, 
farms with his wife, daughter 
and son-in-law near Putnam, 
ON.                              (AE/contributed)

Photo contributed by Michael Krahn. For more information 

or prints contact michael.krahn@gmail.com, 519-494-0808.

Wed., March 22, 2023–AYLMER EXPRESS–PAGE B11

15538 Putnam Road, Avon, ON  ·  519-269-3968  ·  www.avonfeedmill.ca

Mon. – Fri.   8:30am – 5pm (Feed)  ·  8:30am – 6pm (Store)

Sat.   8:30 am – 12:30pm (Feed)  ·  8:30am – 4pm (Store)

Garden Supplies

Lawn Seed
Fertilizer
Wheelbarrows
Fencing Supplies, Cedar & Steel Posts, Gates, Latches, Wire,  

Insulators, Anchor Posts, Shovels, Forks & all Hardware

Great Selection of  

Poultry supplies!
Waterers, incubators, feeders, heat lamps, specialty feeds, bedding

Chick, Turkey  
& Duck 

Order & Delivery Dates

ORDER BEFORE DELIVERY

April 10                    May 16

May 1 June 6

May 23 June 27

June 26 August 1

August 1 Sept. 6

RTL HENS 

May 15                    June 27

July 27 Sept. 6

*Muscovy available May & June only

3 Suns Meats

Farmer’s Cut Meats

Walker Milk

Brights Brand Cheese

 ShawsNEW

Custom Rations

Calf Bottles & Pails

Calf Starter & Rations

Livestock  
Feed

Complete Line of Dairy, Beef Feeds, 

Horse Feeds & Medicines

Supplements & Feed Additives

Custom Feed Rations  

– Cattle, Horse, Calf, Poultry

Shavings, Straw

Local Craft  
Beers!

Starting May 1st we will be open Sundays from 10am - 4pm (Store)

NEW

Martha and Ken Laing at       Orchard Hill Farm
They are designed “just to show that 

it can be done. The next stage is finding 

a commercial grower that wants to try it 

on a small scale and show that it can be 

done on his farm. 

“Every farm is a little different, (with) 

different soil, a little different climate, 

different weed pressure, different pest 

pressure. I can’t just hand (a commercial 

grower) a recipe and say follow this and 

it will work for you.”

For the federal research project, the 

Laings experimented with 13 different 

vegetable crops and nine different cover 

crop combinations, searching for effec-

tive no-till techniques. 

“You have to develop a whole new 

strategy for farming,” he said. “It’s 

maybe not going to eliminate tillage all 

together, because sometimes you have to 

till to get the cover crop growing, which 

you are then going to plant into, but you 

don’t use tillage prior to planting.

“We had three different strategies,” 

Mr. Laing explained. “Sometimes we 

spread two inches of compost on the 

whole bed. That compost is produced by 

a high-temperature process which kills 

the weed seed. 
“When I spread that on the field, it 

would actually give me weed control 

and it held in the moisture, because it 

was like a mulch on the surface of the 

soil. It also provided nutrients to grow 

a high yielding crop. We found that 

it was better to use transplants than 

seeds.”
The second technique involved 

growing a cover crop like sorghum, 

sudan, or millets. “One of the 

crops we used that for was garlic. 

Garlic is planted in the fall, so just 

before this cover crop is killed 

by the frost, we plant the garlic. 

That cover crop is killed by the 

cold weather and all this residue 

on the ground lets you grow that garlic 

through the next season without disturb-

ing the ground for weed control. We can 

actually mow (the cover crop) in the 

growing season. It will regrow and pro-

duce … enough biomass on the ground 

that it will control the weeds through 

most of the next growing season. That 

was pretty successful, and we got decent 

yields.”
The third strategy called for cover 

crops of rye and hairy vetch, planted in 

the fall and greening in the spring. “We 

planted into the standing cover crop of 

rye and vetch, because we’re putting 

those potato seed pieces into the ground, 

and then two to three weeks later, when 

those first potatoes poke through the 

ground, you go in there and flail mow 

(the cover crop) off, and that puts all 

the residue on the ground to control the 

weeds. As long as the weed seeds don’t 

see the sun, they won’t germinate. A 

full year of ground cover, we produced 

a crop of potatoes, and we had a good 

yield.”
The problem with tilling, according 

to Mr. Laing, is that “you’re fluffing up 

the soil, introducing more air, and that 

oxygen is used by microbes to break 

down the soil organic matter. When mi-

crobes feed on that soil organic matter 

they tend to bind the soil together, but 

some of it they just eat as food and give 

off CO2 so that it goes back into the 

atmosphere.
“The worse thing you can do is grow 

corn and soybeans for a few months of 

the year and till the ground, and leave 

it bare all winter,” he said. “No-till 

systems try to have a cover crop on the 

ground all year, right through the grow-

ing season as well.”

Organic farmers do not use chemical 

fertilizers or pesticides, however, they 

do use the biopesticide, Entrust – with 

the active ingredient Spinosad – to con-

trol the Colorado Potato Beetle. Even 

so, in side-by-side testing, a no-till plot 

required only one application while a 

tilled plot required two.

Mr. Laing hopes to continue the re-

search, growing potatoes for at least one 

more year.
The Laings’ organic farming methods 

are also unique because they use draft 

horses instead of conventional farm 

machinery. Mr. Laing maintains a small 

breeding herd of Suffolk horses. Also 

known as the Suffolk Punch or Suffolk 

Sorrel, the English breed of draught 

horses are classified as critically endan-

gered, with less than 75 female horses 

left in the UK and fewer than 300 left 

in the world. The Suffolk Punch was 

popular during the early 20th century, 

but with the mechanization of farm-

ing, the breed fell out of favour.

“I love horses and we’ve had draft 

horses virtually all that time we’ve 

farmed here,” said Mr. Laing. “We’ve 

actually used them quite extensively in 

the different small fruit and vegetable 

growing operations … although we did 

have a tractor for jobs like baling hay, 

and loader jobs, like turning compost.”

Mr. Laing has now turned the farm 

over to his daughter, Ellen, and convert-

ed the lion’s share of fields to pastures 

for rent. His son Grayden Laing oper-

ates Established Media, in St. Thomas.

“Horses are a little bit unusual com-

pared to tractors,” he added. “Tractors, 

once you buy one, start to depreciate 

until they’re hardly worth anything, 

whereas horses appreciate for the first 

10 years of their life. Because they’re 

more useful you can train them and do 

work with them, and even breed them 

and produce offspring, and then they 

start depreciating gradually until they’re 

at the end of their life. There’s not many 

that live beyond 20. It’s a good useful 

life.
“We can feed them hay and pasture 

and oats that we grow on the farm,” he 

said. “They certainly reduced our costs 

to run the farm and actually, when we 

had the CSA, it required a fair bit of 

labour, so we were willing to train ap-

prentices. In the 15 years that we did 

the apprenticeship program, we trained 

between 50 and 60 young people how 

to farm with horses and grow organic 

vegetables, and market them through a 

CSA. 
“We quickly learned that one acre 

of vegetables is pretty intensive work, 

required one person and one horse per 

acre, and one horse per acre also pro-

duced enough compost to fertilize the 

one acre, so it was sort of a nice system.”

For a couple that’s semi-retired, 

the Laings don’t seem to have slowed 

down. “We have fenced the whole farm 

in the last few years and I have started 

a custom grazing operation to use the 

land that I no longer need (for farming). 

I used to grow grains, and I don’t grow 

grains anymore.”

Martha is going to grow dye plants. 

She may also conduct a few workshops. 

Ken will focus on horses and may do 

some draft horse workshops.

“

”

We quickly learned 

that one acre of 

vegetables is pretty 
intensive work, 

required one person 

and one horse per acre, 

and one horse per acre 

also produced enough 

compost to fertilize the 

one acre, so it was sort 

of a nice system.

Planting the no-till potato trial into standing rye and hairy vetch (AE/contributed) 

Aerial shot of lower part of Orchard Hill Farm (AE/contributed)
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 Trading 1,500 acres of farmland, wet-

lands and woodlots for economic develop-

ment and jobs is now firmly on the Ontario 

government’s agenda for Elgin County, 

while local elected officials who have been 

briefed on it are stifled by legal gag orders.

 Premier Doug Ford’s government in-

troduced legislation on February 22 that, if 

approved, would allow St. Thomas to annex 

a huge piece of land from Central Elgin in 

order to expand an industrial park on the 

city’s northeast boundary.

 Ontario Economic Development, Job 

Creation and Trade Minister Vic Fedeli, in a 

statement, said much of the property being 

assembled by the city, valued at potentially 

hundreds of millions of dollars, is intended 

to “strengthen Ontario’s competitiveness” 

and “attract large-scale advanced manufac-

turing investments.” …

 St. Thomas Mayor Joe Preston told the 

Express in an interview, “We said all along 

we’re going to create a good industrial site. 

We’re going to purchase the land needed 

to do that and to attract the largest of in-

vestments that we can. I think we knew all 

along that we would need to do a boundary 

readjustment.” …
 Diane Dubois and her husband Tom 

Martin … operate a 400-acre, mixed crops 

farm at 45254 Edgeware Line, in Central 

Elgin. They represent a ratepayers group 

called Concerned Citizens Against the St. 

Thomas Land Grab. “There are so many 

concerns and questions left unanswered, 

and it seems like all is being decided se-

cretly by the province and St. Thomas,” she 

said. “What is Central Elgin getting out of 

this deal, specifically with respect to taxes? 

Are all woodlots in those 1,500 acres to be 

destroyed? Who will ensure the quality of 

water flow from the industrial land onto 

our farm, which is now immediately at the 

St. Thomas city limits?”

Province green-lights St. Thomas grab  

of big chunk of Central Elgin


