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g;{aentlssuez Friday, Dotober 25th, Controversial pro-life film completes one-week run
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Eelectyzar v A controversial anti-abortion film has completed s one-wesk run in 14 Cineplex theatres acress the country, including
London's Silvercity kecation

Tw E'E'tS by Eriarobany w1 LUinplanned is based off the memoir of Abby Johnson, a former Planned Parenthood clinic director who resigned after Discover
f IETaang = watching an sbortion on an virasound. She then tumed to advocate for anti-abortion activism. student success
Interrabang i The film, produced by Christizn production studic Pure Flix, was released in the LS. in March. It was onginally rejected www.lanshawec.ca/
e e to be screened by Canadizn companies Cinsplex Entertainment and Landmark Cinemas. hereforyou
The City of London collects Howewer, a Citzengo.ong petition for Cineplex to show the flm eventualy sccrued ower 200-thousand signatures. On
repairable bikes to then be July 8, Cineplex CED Ellis Jacob published an open letter explaining the decision to ultematsly screen the controversial

refurbished and donated to film for 2 wesk starting July 12.
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peaple in need via Big Bike "Im this instance, many of us will have to set aside our own personal befiefs and remember that living in @ country that

Giveaway and the Squesky cansors content, opinions, and points of view, bacause they are different from owr own, is not 3 coundry that any of us
Whes! Bike Co- want 1o fve in,” Jacob stated in the letter.

Users on socisl media had multiple responses, including using the hashiag ‘BoycotiCineplex’.

Along with the flooding backlash, supporters still came to defend Cineplex and thedr decision.

In London, around 20 pro-choice protestors formed outside of Cineplex's Silvercity theatre on the day of the film’s
opening.

°I really think that the Canadian public and movie theatres made the correct choice in March not to bring this flm o
cxnada,” Robyn Schwartz, co-founder of the group Pro-Choicz London, todd Interrobang.

¥WWhile the protesters were wamed by theatre security not to chant, approach mevie-goers or hoid up signage, Schwariz
said that their presence was intended 1o offer resources and support Londoners for their choices. She also criticized the
film's portrayal of the aborion providers and the precedure itsel

Recycle your bicycle

I you ne=d 3 new bike o . “The dectors and Planned Parenthood staff are portrayed as wnearing, while the actual procedure is portrayed really
theinterrobang. s negatively and insccurately,” she said. “If this was a film about brain surgery, it would not be in Canada becsuse itis
entirely medicalty insccurate it was designed to mislead people.”

tm Schwartz said she would not be seging the film herself, but had seen the trailer and read detailed reviews. She added
that she felt the audience for the film would ba small

Interrcbang Users on social media had multiple responses, including using the hashtag BoyoottCineplex'.




Interrchang - Users on socizl media had multiple responses, including using the hashiap BoyoottCineplex'
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Replying to @CineplexMovies

There are few things | love more than going to the movies. Your decision to
show this film, a U.S.-funded propaganda vehiche that attacks a woman's right
to choose, will mean | will no longer be seeing any movie at a Cineplex theatre.
FBoycottCineplex #MyBodyMyChoice
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Along with the flooding backlash, supporters still came to defend Cineplex and their decision.

S e w
r Replying 10 @CineplexiMovies
I'm pro-choice but the idea of blocking this movie from being shown in Ganada

smacks of censorship.

| applaud @CineplexMovies for giving Canadians the cpportunity to make our
own decisions. Bacause isn'l that what cholce is all about?
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On July 15, Interrobang was present for a viewing at Sivercity at CF Masonvillz Place. The theatre was packed with
fiewi empty seats and had two security guards prasent during the screening. A King's University College student,
Caniglle McCann, said they were glad that the film was approved for screenings scross Canada.

°| am pro-life and pro free speech so | am glad that Cineplex went through with i, because to do othenwize is to shut the
door on honest and open conversation. .. YWhen it comes to issues Be this, having the conversation, being open and
not censored by media is important,” s3id MeCann,

“Mowvies are released every day with R ratings and significantly more cause for & but, no one bats an eye. Of courss,
this mowie is coming abowt at a time where the sswe of abortion is hotly debated but that is even more reason to show
it."

AWiestern student who saw the film, who wished to rernain anonymous, said they thought the film was moving.

°I liked it. It really was 3 tear-jerker. She (Abby Johnson) is an inspiration that | think even pro choice people can relate
bo” the student said.

According 1o a report from the Hollywood Reporter, Unplznned opened to 5353,510 from 49 total theaters at the
Canadian box office.
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The Interrobang s publshed weekly by the Fanshawe Student Uinion at 1001 Fanshawe hews
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Commanity.

“l lik=d it. It really was s tear-jerker. She (Abby Johnson) is 2n inspiration that | think ewven pro choice people can refate

to” the student said

According 1o 3 report from the Hollywood Reporter, Unplznned opened to 5353,510 from 49 total theaters at the
Cansdisn box office.
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