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Safety of students on downtown 
campus a growing concern 
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On Feb. 11, Skye Vidler, a first 
year video game design and de-
velopment student at Fanshawe’s 
downtown campus, the Centre 
for Digital and Performance Arts 
(CDPA), was on her way home 
when she was assaulted in an un-
provoked attack. 

It happened about a block from 
the school, at Dundas and Rich-
mond, as she waited for the bus. 

“I was just standing there and I 
saw that there was someone chas-
ing someone else across the street 
probably about 50 feet away from 
me and I didn’t pay that much at-
tention,” Vidler said. “She ran by 
me and she hit me with something 
really hard.” 

The object pierced her lip leav-
ing Vidler coated in blood.

“She broke my tooth, it went 
into the roof of my mouth, and 
then it went through my lip,” 
Vidler said. “I was bleeding until I 
got to the hospital, it was insane.”

The assault left Vidler with 
stiches, a broken tooth that might 
have to be root canaled and the 
question of why this happened in 
the first place.

“I mean this happened real-
ly close to the campus and it 
shouldn’t happen to anyone else.”

Rather than being complacent, 
Vidler used her assault as motiva-
tion to start a conversation about 
the growing concerns of safety 
felt by students on the downtown 
campus. 

She reached out to her student 
representatives, who have since 
reached out to Fanshawe officials, 
security and building supervisors 
for the downtown campus, all in 
hopes of finding a solution to this 
ongoing problem.

“Dundas Street is not a partic-
ularly friendly place,” said Adrian 
Hall, the Fanshawe Student Union 
(FSU) student representative for 
video game design and develop-
ment. “This is the end of the street 
that doesn’t have a meth clinic on 
it…There are a lot of drug deals 
that go on, a lot of people [suffer-
ing from mental illnesses], people 
who are on drugs, there is a nee-
dle drop off bin right outside this 
building and people [unfortunate-
ly] don’t really use it…students 
just don’t feel safe.”

The other student representa-
tive, Jennifer Lannessa, agreed 
with Hall

“I would really just like main 
campus to pay attention to what’s 
going on downtown,” Lannessa 
said. “Student safety should be a 
top priority for the college and the 
fact that a student was assaulted 
and they still have not done any-
thing about it is just appalling.” 

Lannessa went on to bring an-
other main concern to the fore-
front: how long it took for any ac-
tion to be taken when Vidler was 
assaulted. 

“This happened before reading 
week and nothing has been done 
at all, we’ve been trying to move 
up through the ranks, trying to get 
something done through our chan-
nels,” Lannessa said. “Now we 
have had to kind of go above and 
beyond because the people at main 
campus just seem like this isn’t 
something they need to deal with 
right now, which makes students 
at downtown campus feel like we 
don’t matter.”

But according to Michelle Gi-
roux, supervisor for Fanshawe’s 
downtown campus, Fanshawe is 
listening and it is her top priority 
to make sure students feel safe. 

“I heard the students, I knew 
there were some issues before and 
I have been working on it since 
October, trying to get some resolu-
tions and it is still my number one 
top priority,” Giroux said. 

Giroux is listening and meeting 
with students to try and figure out 
solutions to these issues.

On March 14, there was a town 
hall meeting between students of 
CDPA, faculty and administration. 

According to Lannessa, 75 peo-
ple were present all eager to share 
their personal stories, concerns 
and suggestions in order to fix 
these problems. 

During the meeting, there were 
six key agreed upon points. There 
is an overwhelming sense of lack 
of security the moment you walk 
out the doors of CDPA. The sense 
of not feeling safe continues on 
and in some cases worsens at the 
bus stops. The safety concerns are 
not just in the evening but rather 
all day. The laneway right beside 
CDPA, Market Lane, is extreme-
ly unsafe and therefore unusable. 
All students in attendance have 
experienced these things and don’t 
think they should have to. Finally, 
what was a repeated and agreed 
upon point were possible solu-
tions. 

When discussed with Vidler, 
Hall and Lannessa, it was clear 
that there was one solution that 
seemed simple and inexpensive to 
implement and that is the foot pa-
trol or safe walk system.

“I definitely want the foot patrol 
program to be extended to down-
town campus, it’s a service that is 
offered at main campus and should 
be offered at our campus and any 
other Fanshawe campus,” Lannes-
sa said.

Giroux also agreed that the foot 
patrol system seemed like a good 
idea. 
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With an optimistic attitude, Skye Vidler (pictured bottom right) is 
hoping her story can spark a conversation about student safety 
at CDPA.  Vidler was hit in the face while waiting for the bus 
beside campus. 
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Wendy Curtis, executive director at Fanshawe International, speaks with two Syrian refugees at a Fanshawe College information 
session in April 2016.

Fanshawe College has kept its 
promise in supporting the City of 
London’s plan to help Syrian ref-
ugees who came to Canada during 
the Syrian Crisis.

In doing so, Fanshawe pledged to 
give free tuition, as well as any re-
lated fees, to 10 Syrian refugees, in 
order to support them getting settled 
in Canada and help them earn an 
education in their new found home.  
Fanshawe successfully kept their 
promise, with the help of private 
donations and fundraising efforts 
from the Fanshawe College Foun-
dation, according to a college news 
release.

 Fanshawe president, Peter 
Devlin, provided his comments in 
the news release confirming the 
news.

“Fanshawe is committed to pro-
viding pathways to success, and 
we’re thrilled to help empower 10 
new families settling in London,” 
Devlin said. “The students’ resil-
ience is inspirational. They have 
thrown themselves into their stud-
ies and are all doing very well, de-

termined to unlock their potential 
and contribute to their new com-
munity. We’re proud to see them 
finding hope and building futures 
through a Fanshawe education.”

With Fanshawe celebrating its 
50th anniversary this year, the col-
lege will be looking over the fact 
that it has attracted over half a 
million students from 70 different 
countries each year for the ability 
to educate, engage, empower and 
excite students’ minds.

 According to the release, Lon-
don has been accepting govern-
ment-sponsored refugees since 
2015, which was the same year the 
college announced their support 
to help Syrian refugees through 
the free tuition. A mix of male and 
female Syrian refugee have reg-
istered for a wide variety of pro-
grams in both the fall 2016 and 
winter 2017 semesters. 

According to the news release, 
since December 23, 2016, the fed-
eral government reported that Lon-
don has taken in 1,638 refugees.

Lynn Koudsi, a Syrian student 
is an example of how support from 
the college is helping the Syrian 
refugees.

Koudsi, a Fanshawe student 
since January 2017, is in the com-
puter programmer analyst program 
and on top of that has been helping 
her parents settle in to their new 
community.

“When I first arrived to Canada, 
I found the perfect combination of 
diversity and equality, which made 
it easier to blend in and feel like 
I am home. Yet, I was extreme-
ly worried about continuing my 
studies in a completely foreign 
country,” Koudsi said. “But all my 
worries dissipated when Fanshawe 
generously offered me the oppor-
tunity to follow my dreams and 
passion, allowing me to pursue my 
education. And ever since I started 
attending, I felt fortunate to be part 
of this loving and helping commu-
nity, surrounded by professional 
teachers and co-operative staff. 
Fanshawe College is truly the ide-
al start for a happy and successful 
life,” Koudsi said in a press release. 

There is one thing for sure, Fan-
shawe continues to create excellent 
opportunities for students from all 
around the world. 

Fanshawe delivers promise 
of free tuition for 10 Syrian 
refugee families
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“I have done some investigation 
into that, so we are working on 
seeing how quickly A. if it’s pos-
sible and B. can we implement as 
soon as next week, this is my top 
priority,” Giroux said. “It’s a sim-
ple and easy thing to do to have 
a student feel safe when they are 
leaving the building.”

After the successful meeting, 
Giroux is planning on taking all of 
the talking points to main campus 
to try and put something into ac-
tion. 

According to senior manager 
of Corporate Communications, 
Elaine Gamble, Fanshawe is work-
ing with their partners to try and 
combat the growing issue of safety 
at CDPA. 

“We are talking to our advanced 
police foundations program to 
see whether it might be feasible 
to have the students do their vol-
unteer hours downtown to help 
the students get back and forth to 
the bus stops once they leave the 
building.” 

Gamble also put forth the idea of 
discussing the issue with Campus 
Security Services to take in their 
ideas. 

“It’s really working closely with 
our partners to make sure that we 
are addressing concerns and deal-
ing with them in a timely way,” 
Gamble said. 

Reaching out to the FSU pres-
ident, Carlie Forsythe, she was 
shocked to hear of the assault that 
occurred, but was not surprised to 
hear the safety concerns.  

“I’m honestly not surprised 
that we are having these inci-
dents occurring downtown at that 
location,” Forsythe said. “I have 
concerns over the safety of all stu-

dents at CDPA, as well as the new 
Kingsmill’s location opening soon. 
I know Fanshawe security and the 
City of London are looking into 
making London’s downtown a saf-
er place for citizens, and ultimate-
ly, students.”

As for right now in order for stu-
dents to feel safe, Steve Hartwick, 
crime prevention and community 
programming lead with Campus 
Security Services, has some tips. 

“The biggest piece of advice for 
students leaving the campus and 
travelling to bus stops is to try and 
travel with a friend if it is at all 
possible because numbers make a 
difference,” Hartwick said. 

He also urged students to stay in 
public areas, register for self-de-
fense classes and again only use 
paths that are frequently used, 
rather than back alleys. 

According to Gamble, she wants 
to make sure that students know, 
regardless of what campus they’re 
on, their voices are being heard.

“We take [student] concerns 
very seriously, we are dealing with 
them as quickly as we can and the 
supervisor of the downtown build-
ing will continue to meet with 
them on an ongoing basis to make 
sure their concerns are being heard 
and addressed.”

As for Vidler, her face is heal-
ing, but she still remains a little 
fearful when walking around out-
side of campus. The most import-
ant thing to her, however, is for 
her attack to prevent future attacks 
from occurring. 

“The main campus just needs to 
realize that this is a serious issue 
that puts the safety of the students 
in jeopardy,” Vidler said. “I don’t 
think we should have to deal with 
this.”

Student safety on campus

For more information, contact:
Darby Mousseau in SC1012 or dmousseau@fanshawec.ca

Submission forms can be picked up in the FSU Office – SC2001 or www.fsu.ca/contest
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