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City Hall to oversee
boat launch project

CounciL “DismISSES” GOLDER AS
cosT oF CENTENNIAL PARK PROJECT
SOARS TO $13.5 MiLLION

GEORGE MATHEWSON
THE JOURMAL

arnia has dis-

missed the multi-

nati COTpora-
tion that administered
the Centennial Park
project and has opted
to oversee construc-
tion itzelf of the final
remaining piece - the
long-delayed boat
launch in Sarnia Bay.

Following a closed-
door meeting Oct. 2
council emerged to
say it had decided to
“dismiss” Golder As-
sociates as the contract
administrator due to
“unsatisfactory perfor-
::|1:!J:u:t~.1;l -

But betore be
shown the dﬂnr::ng
Golder and its sub-
sidiaries did OK by
the city, earning more
t}ﬂ::n 1 million ffé:rm

ject, accordi
to &rt?.}u Dave Euu];lhg}'.

“It seems to me,
right from the begin-
ning, we '-\]r]ere on the
wrong path,” Bo
i

“Golder was respon-
sible for some of it but
we (city council) could
have said to them,
“You're spending too
much A
Council also voted
last week to pay Bre-
Ex Construction up to

$682,000 in additional
tunding to complete
the boat ramps
in Sarnia Bay.

The new spending
was approved in a 6-2
vote, with Boushy and
Mayor Mike Bradley
opposed.

Bre-Ex tried three
times last fall to build
cofferdams in the bay,
and each time water
seeped back in before
the dock foundation
could be installed.

It would cost an-
other $2.23 million to
hﬁ:ﬂdbnat ramps “in
the dry" according to
a Ivzadw.lrr!lr staff esﬁrni%e.
So the city is instead
proceeding with an
alternative design that
doesn't require “dewa-
tering” the site.

If lie weather coop-
erates the launch could
be ready in 10 to 12
weeks, city staff say.

The total bill for
Centennial Park has
now reached $13.54
million — including
$2.6 million for new
infrastructure. That's
more than twice the
original estimate and
doesn't include what
the city owes Brid-
geview Marina for pro-
viding the community
with interim boating
services this year.
Continued on page 2
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runners Connor Antosials of St. Patrick’s and Blake Freer of Morthern
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week. For more on the annual cross count :vcnéflcas: see page 38,
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Fibre-optic cable
coming to Sarnia

BELL INVESTING $50 MILLION TO
BRING BETTER PHONE, TV AND
INTERNET SERVICE TO 20,000 HOMES.

CATHY DOBSON
THE [OURNAL

ell Canada is
B about to dig deep

to connect about
20,000 homes in Sar-
nia and Point Edward
with fibre-optic cables
the company say will
provide “world class”
Internet and “rock
solid” reliability.

The telecommunica-
tions giant is spending
mf;sre than $50 nﬁdﬂiﬂn
in Sarnia to i
home and Emhﬁﬂl
'::us’ﬁ:nn:l.n.arsI with better
phone and TV service
and gigabit-Internet

ee?ls 200 times that

existing ones.

Mot only m;il thi
company need to di
de Ptu Emrer the c;gt,
work crews will literal-
ly have to dig into the
gﬂﬂt yards of thou-
sands of properties.

The massive upgrade
locally is part of a mul-
ﬁhiﬂiﬂn-fnﬂar invest-
ment Bell is making
across Canada to keep
up with consumer
demand for Internet
service much faster
than copper wiring
can provide.

Toronto, Sudbury,
Cornwall and Hamil-
ton have already been
connected with fibre
optics and the work is

CASH PURGHASE
INGENTIVES OR
HONDA BONUSES

ON SOME OF GUR MOST

underway in Windsor.

Sarnia was chosen to
be up next because of
its aging Bell infra-
structure, said Mike
Berkvens, the ci{:{g‘s
acting director of engi-
neering.

“They haven't in-
vested in Sarnia for a
number of years,” he
said. “We haven't had
upgrades in a long
time.”

Calvin Deleavey,
senior man i
Bell’s Fibre To The
Home (FTTH) pro-
gram, said Bell chose
Sarnia and Point Ed-
ward to be next on the
rollout because of the
strong of co-op-
eration coming from
the city and village.

“The difference (in
service) is really night

ay, he said.

About 75% of local
homes will require
surveying to pinpoint
existing services an
digging to bury the
fhibre-optic strands.

*Three quarters
of Sarnia has buried
plant, its under the
ground, so we end
up marking up the
lawns ... we do have
to dig up stuff;’ Jamie
Nightingale, director
of Bell's FTTH pro-
ﬁ:‘ﬂ.:ﬂ, told city council

st week.

Continued on page 11
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