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Your Tax-Free Savings Account

is more than
just another
savings
account

Annual Contribution Limit: $$5500.00

How You May
Benefit from a TFSA

e Save even more if you
have limited Registered
Retirement Savings Plan
(RRSP) contribution room
or maximized your RRSP
contributions

e Create a tax-efficient
income stream in retirement

* Take advantage of
extra income-splitting
opportunities with your
spouse

e Add to your existing long-
term investment strategy —
tax-free

e Save for any goal, such as
a vacation or home purchase
1 Under proposed legislation, starting January 1, 2016, the annual
TFSA dollar limit for 2016 will decrease from $10,000 to $5,500.00.
The TFSA annual room limit will be indexed to inflation and rounded

to the nearest $500. Visit cra-arc.gc.ca/tfsa.

Call me to talk about how you can personalize
your TFSA to help maximize its potential.

Pat Connor
Financial Advisor

1160 Beaverwood Road
Mews Of Manotick
Manotick, ON K4M 1A3
613-692-2776

www.edwardjones.com
Member - Canadian Investor Protection Fund
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Manotick’s Deirdre Barnes, standing, left, dances on stage with Britney Spears on her Las Vegas show. Barnes, who was previously part of Ed dj °
Justin Bieber’s “Believe” tour, was home last week and visited her old school, the Denise Smith School of Dance, where she worked with wardjones
local children and students. For the full story, see page 8. PHOTO COURTESY OF DEIRDRE BARNES DEGILTE SIS @7 BESuE
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By JEFFREY MORRIS

It's a long way from
Manotick Main Street to
the strip in Las Vegas.

Geographically,
the mileage will never
change between the two
destinations.

But figuratively, the
live show capital of the
world seems a little bit
closer for local girls at

the Denise Smith School
of Dance.
Dierdre Barnes, a

Manotick native who
grew up in the school,
took a week off from
her exhausting sched-
ule to come home to
Manotick last week.
One of her first stops
was the Denise Smith
School of Dance, where
she caught up with her
former teachers and
many old friends, and
also worked with many
of the students in the
school.

“It was so good to be
back,” said Barnes, who
divides her time be-
tween Las Vegas and Los
Angeles. “This school
and this community
was supportive of me
when I left to follow my
dreams, and I love being
able to come home and
give back.”

Barnes performs on
stage as a dancer be-
side Britney Spears in
her “Piece of Me” show,
which takes place at
Planet Hollywood in
Las Vegas three nights
a week. In between
shows, she usually flies

The MessengerFEATURE
Dancing with the stars

Manotick’s Dierdre Barnes is loving every minute of being on stage with
Britney Spears in one of Las Vegas’ biggest and most popular shows.

to Los Angeles to do
other projects, such as
appearances and music
videos. She was part of
Spears’ Asian tour, and
was also on stage for
Justin Bieber’s “Believe”
Tour.

While growing up in
Manotick, Barnes called
the Denise Smith School
of Dance her second
home. She attended St.
Leonard Catholic Ele-
mentary School and
then moved on to St.
Mark High School. She
was accepted into the
Canterbury High School
dance program for
Grade 9, and attended
high school at the Ot-
tawa school.

She continued to
dance with the Denise
Smith School Dance
while training and
studying at Canterbury,
building a long list of
awards and accomplish-
ments. She graduated
from Canterbury with
a Fine Arts Certificate
of Distinction. She also
was awarded a Modern
and Company Award
with an Overall Excel-
lence Award for the four
years she attended.

After graduating,
Barnes headed to Las
Vegas to perform in
Cirque de Soleil’s “Be-
lieve” show starring il-
lusionist Criss Angel.
In addition to that, she
has performed with the
ground breaking Los
Angeles entertainment
company the “Aqua-
lillies.” She has been

featured as a guest per-
former on Americas
Got Talent and was part
of a 2008 Finale Guest
Performance on So You
Think You Can Dance.
She moved to Los An-
geles and has worked
extensively in film and
TV. She has appeared
on Dancing With the
Stars, Disney Descend-
ants, the Ellen Show,
Glee, Shake it Up, The
Voice, Black Eyes Peas-
Ubisoft, American Idol
and multiple award
shows. In addition to
Britney Spears and
Justin Bieber, she has
danced alongside art-
ists such as Nicki Minaj,
Nick Jonas, Pitbull, Jen-
nifer Lopez, Gloria Este-
fan, the Backstreet Boys
and Prince Royce. She
was featured in Justin
Bieber’s film, “Believe,”
as well as his instruc-
tional dance DVD. On
her off days from the
Britney Spears show, she
choreographs for the
Aqualillies  synchron-
ized swimming enter-
tainment show, and has
also choreographed for
Cody Simpson, Empire
of the Sun world tour,
Betty Who's New, Now,
Next Awards perform-
ance, and Alli Simpson.
Despite her hectic
schedule, coming home
is always something
that rejuvenates her.
“It’'s always refreshing
to come home and see
my family and friends
and go to the studio,”
she said. “I look at the

kids and I tell them that
not that long ago, I was
doing the same routines
and I was in the same
studio as they were. I
was just like them. I
want them to know that
it is possible to pursue
your dreams and have
a career in dancing. I
want them to know that
I was one of them. If I
can do it, they can do it,
too.”

No one is more proud
of Barnes than Denise
Smith and her daugh-
ter, Chemay Forrester,
who both taught Barnes
when she was young.
They still have the pic-
tures on their phones
of seeing Barnes dance
with Bieber at Can-
adian Tire Centre (then
Scotiabank Place) in
2012. Although by that
point she had toured
the world, that show
was her first in Ottawa
in front of family and
friends.

“We are so incred-
ibly proud of her,” said
Forrester. “She started
taking lessons with us
when she was three
years old and was a part
of the studio for years.
She is like a part of our
family. It's so exciting
for all of us to see her do
so well.”

Seeing a big concert
was what prompted
Barnes’ dream to be-
come a dancer.

“I remember the mo-
ment when I realized
that I wanted to be on
the stage as a dancer,”
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Manotick dancer Deirdre Barnes has worked with Justin
Bieber, the Backstreet Boys, Britney Spears, and a host of
other big name acts and shows.

she said. “I was at a Jus-
tin Timberlake concert.
It wasn't in Ottawa. I
saw him in Montreal
and Toronto.”

Being part of the
Bieber tour was not just
a career changer, but a
life changer for Barnes.
The tour taught her a
lot about the ins and
outs of the business, as
well as the commitment
level that performers
must have. She was with
Bieber during a difficult
stretch in his career, but
is thrilled to see him
enjoy the success he is

having as a young adult.
“He is incredibly
talented — more than
most people might real-
ize — and he is down to
earth and a really nice
guy,” she said of Bieber.
“We're not in touch a lot
but we are still friends. I
saw him recently and he
was like, ‘Hey, how come
youre not on my tour
with me this time?’ It’s
great to see how he has
grown as a person and
an artist. He treats every-
one around him well and
is incredibly driven.”
BARNES continues on page 16
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Last week, Deirdre Barnes visited her old school in Manotick to work with local students. Barnes said that while growing up in Manotick, the Denise Smith School of Dance was like her
second home.
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BARNES continues from page 8
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Like Bieber, Spears
went through a rough
patch of time and had to
redefine herself and her
image. Barnes says she “is
the sweetest person in the
world and is wonderful to
work with,” adding that
her talent and attention
to detail are both off the
charts.

“She’s amazing,” says
Barnes. “She will come
in some days and tell us
she thought of a move or
some choreography in
the middle of the night,
and she will want to see
what it looks like. She is
focused on the show and
making every aspect of it
perfect.”

Barnes said she is
enjoying the experience
of working with Spears.

“The one thing about
her is that her family
comes first” she said.
“She is always surrounded
by her family and treats
everyone around her
like family. As hard as we
work, she will come in
and do things like have us
play a game together just
to bond or to have some
fun before we get down to
the hard work.”

Aside from being on
Spears’ stage show in Las
Vegas, she has also been
a part of her world tour.
Most recently, Barnes

travelled throughout Asia
with the show.

“It was incredible,”
Barnes said. “I am very
fortunate that I have been
able to go on tours and
see different parts of the
world and meet different
people from different cul-
tures.”

Barnes said that in her
travels, there are three
places that stand out to
her.

“Capetown, South
Africa was beautiful be-
cause of the people and
the scenery,” she said. “I
also loved Rio de Janeiro
in Brazil because of the
beaches. The other place
I loved was Thailand.
On the last tour, we got
a chance to visit some
of the islands. Everyone
thinks of Bangkok, but
the islands in Thailand
are amazing.”

Barnes will be on the
show through the end
of 2017. After that, she
said there is a chance the
show will be renewed and
that she will stay on. In
the meantime, she will
continue to travel to Los
Angeles to work on other
projects. One of those
projects she worked on
earlier in the year was
with the Backstreet Boys.

“That was a lot of fun,”
she said. “I was a huge fan

when I was younger, so it
was really exciting,” she
said.

And just as she had fa-
vourite places to visit, did
she have a favourite Back-
street Boy?

“When I was younger,
Nick was my favourite be-
cause he was the young-
est one,” she said. “But
after working with them,
I really liked Kevin. He
is really sweet and he’s
handsome. They were all
so nice and great to work
with. We had a lot of fun.”

As busy and as exciting
as her life and career are,
Barnes said she is thrilled
when she gets to come
back to Manotick.

“It’s great to work with
the kids, especially at the
same school I grew up in,”
Barnes said. “If this was
10 or 15 years ago, I would
have been one of those
girls. I am just like them,
and it's important that
they know that. Work-
ing with them is a great
way for me to give back
to Manotick and to help
Denise and Chemay, be-
cause they have done so
much for me.”

Manotick dancer Deirdre
Barnes divides her time be-

tween performing on stage
in Britney Spears’ Las Vegas
show and a number of side

projects in Los Angeles.
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Paul’s Pharmacy
990 River Road

(across from Tim Hortons)
613-692-0015
Transferring a prescription is easy to do

Monday-Friday: 9am-8pm
Saturday: 9am-5pm x
Sunday: 10am-4pm www.pharmasave.com

| Community Calendar’

e Friday Night Country Music & Dance Club
The Greely Legion hosts a Friday Night Music
and Dance Club, the fourth Friday of each
month. Bring along an instrument to play, or
come in to sing, listen and dance. Admission

~ Western Red Cedar ~

tPERKINS
LUMBE

For Your Home Renovations

613-489-3735

North Gower (right at the lights)
Monday-Friday 7:30 am-5:30 pm; Saturday 7:30 am-1:00 pm

www.perkinslumber.ca

Where
Quality Cedar
Is a Family
%gd Tradition
-ﬁ.bmldmgcenm

is FREE. Greely Legion, 8021 Mitch Owens
Road, ON. Information: 613-822-1451 or 613-
826-6128

* Dickinson House in Manotick open for the
season. Visitors are welcome to come and get
a glimpse of how life was lived over the past
150 years. This year’s special exhibit is entitled
“A Walk Through the Decades”. As always,
admission is free , and donations are welcome.

Tl 700 Gor
Bepyours!
call 613-692-6000 ext 5

or email: advert@bellnet.ca

* Register now for September 2017! The
Manotick Co-operative Nursery School
offers half-day morning OR afternoon
programs for 2 — 4 year olds. We offer a play-

Have fun with
friends and

If it's on paper, we can print it
web and sheet fed printing

business cards e letterheads ® envelopes ¢ statements ¢ forms
flyers e kit finders ¢ calendars ® posters ® note pads ® programs ®
invitations ¢ banners ¢ brochures ® and much much more!

ST. LAWRENCE
LP PRINTING
COMPANY LID.

1 = o o dflinn@slpprint.ca

we designewe
printewe deliver

Call for a quote:

613-925-4265

email:

family this
summer

based curriculum of preschool activities
including circle time, creative art, dramatic
play, and pre-math activities all in a nurturing
environment. Please visit our website ( www.
manoticknurseryschool.com ) or call 613-692-
2188 for further details.

Tuesday Dance Party The Greely Legion
hosts live music on the 1st and 3rd Tuesday of
each month from 1:00 pm - 4:00 pm. Bring
along an instrument to play, or come in to
sing, listen and dance. Admission is FREE.
Greely Legion, 8021 Mitch Owens Road, ON.
Information: 613-822-1451 or 613-826-6128.

Thursday Evening Euchre in Barhaven all
ages; Wemeetevery Thursday evening 7:00pm
to 10:00pm at the Field House on Stoneway
Cres In Barrhaven. Call Myrna, cell 613-797-
9442 or email myrnaj@rogers.com for details.

Thanks to all the volunteers and sponsors who make these events possible

For free advertising for your not-for-profit community events
email editor@prescottjournal.com




