THURSDAY
MAY 9, 2019

T BRICK

oy ‘ SAVING YOU MORE

STAYNER - WASAGA BEACH

e Sune

WEEKLY IN PRINT. MUCH MORE ONLINE ANYTIME. Simcoe.com

TAKE UP TO

our origina price
Below Cost Clearance ltems!
As-is Furniture!
Scratched & Dented Appliances!
Below Cost TVs!

IMPACTING YOUR
COMMUNITY

WASAGA BEACH: Cozy affordable family home with
a Kitchen, livingroom, dining area, 2 bedrooms and
a full bathroom on main floor. Patio door from the
dining area to a large deck and back yard. Full

1| basement mostly finished with a huge rec area,

LEO WEEL

Broker

RE/MAX BUYING OR SELLING
REAL ESTATE?

CALL LEO WEEL

Re/Max
100% Club

= den and a 2 piece bathroom and two storage rooms.

Quiet street. $379,000. Call Leo Weel
four seasons
realty limited,
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INTO MORE
NEWS @
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1 DONOR, 8 LIVES
A LITTLE NUDGE GOES A LONG
WAY IN INCREASING ORGAN
DONOR REGISTRATION
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FOOD AND DRINK

FIRE UP
THE
GRILL

TRY YOUR HAND
: AT THIS
e T e :; GREEK-STYLE
- ~ -~ PORK CHOP
lan Adams/Torstar RECIPE

54 WASAGA SANDS DRIVE | WASAGA BEACH LIST PRICE $755,000

3+2 BEDROOM, 2 BATH RAISED BUNGALOW
FULLY FINISHED BASEMENT WITH 2 BEDROOMS
IN LAW POTENTIAL WITH SEPARATE ENTRANCE
TRIPLE CAR GARAGE PLUS PARKING FOR 8+ CARS
QUIET LOCATION WITH A PRIVATE 100 X 180 FT LOT
BACKING ONTO A TREED PROPERTY
i
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NADENE MILNES & KRISTINA TARDIF

SALES REPRESENTATIVES | 1344 MOSLEY STREET #5, WASAGA BEACH

INQUIRES TO 705-617-TEAM (8326)
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WATERSHED TRUST
FEARS IMPACT ON
NEARBY STREAM

IAN ADAMS
iadams@simcoe.com

Is it safe for a fully-load-
ed gravel truck to make the
200-metre descent into
Duntroon?

Residents of the area say
no - especially when there
are hundreds of trucks ev-
ery day.

"I'm not aware of any
traffic study that's been
conducted to analyze not
only the flow, but the impli-
cations for the community
from a safety perspective,”
said Wendy Franks, who is
also part of a group known
as Quarry Aware.

The Niagara Escarp-
ment Commission's public
input process into the
township's application to
amend the Niagara Es-
carpment Plan to add a spe-
cial policy to apply to the
Sideroad 26/27 road allow-
ance has renewed the focus
on the deal to transfer
County Road 91 to Walker
Aggregates, and the safety
of trucks hauling from the
company's quarry west of
the hamlet.

The deadline for public
comments is May 24.

The deal to transfer the
road - and have it closed off
to through traffic - was part
of the 2012 agreement
reached after a lengthy
joint board hearing that ul-
timately approved Walk-
er's application to expand
its operations.

According to emails ob-
tained by Simcoe.com
through a Municipal Free-
dom of Information and
Protection of Privacy re-
quest, Walker received its
approval to haul from the
its expansion area in 2016,
after work on County Road
91 was complete.

The emails, between
Walker, the Ministry of
Natural Resources and

THE ISSUE:
QUARRY
AGREEMENT
HAS

RESIDENTS
CONCERNED.
LOCAL IMPACT:
SAFETY AND
ENVIRONMENTAL
CONCERNS ARE BEING
VOICED WITH THE
DECISION TO TURN OVER
A SECTION OF RD. 9170
AN AGGREGATE COMPANY
AND UPGRADE THE
SURROUNDING ROAD
NETWORK.

Forestry, and the township,
indicated the site plan con-
dition requiring improve-
ments to 91 prior to hauling
material had been met.

A number of emails that
form Simcoe.com's request
remain outstanding, with-
held either for reasons of
solicitor-client privilege,
or because of third-party
notification provisions in
the MFIPPA.

Franks' mother chal-
lenged Walker's application
to expand its operations
more than a decade ago; she
is now a party to the Niaga-
ra Escarpment Hearing Of-
fice tribunal challenge of
the township's application
for a development permit to
upgrade 26/27.

That process is on hold
while the township's appli-
cation to amend the Niaga-
ra Escarpment Plan is pro-
cessed.

Quarry Aware israising
a number of issues both

Walker Aggregates.
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with the deal that will even-
tually see ownership of the
road transferred, and im-
provements to 26/27.

The sideroad, only ac-
cessible in summer, is to be
upgraded and widened.
The Blue Mountain Water-
shed Trustisalso a party to
the challenge of the town-
ship's development appli-
cation on the basis it nega-
tively affect a nearby cold-
water stream used as a
spawning area for brook
trout.

The Trust has also ar-
gued an environmental re-
view failed to identify a
number of wetland areas
either within or close to the
road allowance; the Trust
asked the minister of the
environment to suspend
the hearing process, but he
declined.

Franks said there are
three issues: truck safety;
the environmental impli-
cations of upgrading 26/27;
and the lack of a valuation
of the 91 road allowance.

Quarry Aware claims

&R

the value of the road lies in
the aggregate underneath;
their estimate, based on an
expert's opinion, is that it's
worth about $80 million.

"If a fair market value
assessment said it was
worth $15 (million) or $17 or
$20, I don't think we would
be making such a fuss;it'sa
factor of eight," she said.

Clearview  Township
chief administrative offi-
cer Steve Sage said to his
knowledge, there was nev-
er a valuation of the land,
and $7.5 million from Walk-
er was based on the esti-
mated value of the road im-
provements.

He also maintained that
Walker can't touch the road
allowance without apply-
ing for an amendment toits
permit to extract material.

On the matter of road
safety, Sage said 91 has
been engineered to make it
as safe as possible.

"There's close calls on
all roads. We have a lot
more dangerous roads
than that one," he said. "I'm

not trying to belittle it, but
we make our comments on
safety based on data, and I
don't see it. If someone has
better data, then please
share it."

The OPP was not able to
provide specific statistics
on collisions along that
stretch of road. The last se-
rious collision involving a
gravel truck appears to
have taken place prior to
road improvements.

According to the Minis-
try of Natural Resources
and Forestry, a traffic im-
pact study was done for the
expansion; the study only
examined the volume of
truck traffic that would
come from the quarry.

The MNRF referred
questions on road safety to
the township.

Sage, and Mayor Doug
Measures, maintain con-
cerns about truck traffic
should not lie with Walker,
but trucks hauling from
pits to the west that use 91 -
in spite of haul route agree-
ments that require trucks
heading east to turn south
on Grey Rd. 31, then come
east using County Rd. 124.

Questions to the MNRF
about haul route enforce-
ment were referred to the
township; Measures and

Sage said the township
does not have the authority
to pull a truck over.

"The haul route is not
physically enforceable, but
where it is enforceable is on
the pit licence. The MNRF
can't pull trucks over ei-
ther, but they can deal with
the breach of the site plan
agreement with the pit
owner," Sage said. "We've
been trying to think of ways
to minimize that east-west
truck traffic. Our residents
are seeing all this truck
traffic, and I've had com-
plaints about truck traffic
on days when the (Walker
quarry) isn't open."

"When I was a council-
lor I heard the concerns at
the public meeting, heard
lots of concern about the
safety," Measures said.
"My concern is for the
number of vehicles that
use that road that are be-
yond the authority of the
quarry agreement."

STORY BEHIND
THE STORY

Reporter lan Adams has been
following the story of the
quarry's expansion, and plans
to upgrade the road network,
for more than a decade.
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