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Jo-Anne (left) and Murray Morrison share a toast with Bernard Pope,
chairperson of the Ontario Farmland Trust, after the Morrisons signed an
easement agreement with the organization to protect their property as

farmland in perpetuity.

Family puts farmland

into land trust

IAN ADAMS
jadams@simcoe.com

A family farm in Nottawa will be pre-
served as agricultural land - forever.

The Morrison family, who have farmed
a 217-acre parcel south of Collingwood
since 1985, has dedicated an easement to
the Ontario Farmland Trust.

The easement covers a 175-acre area at
the back of the Morrisons’ property, in-
cluding a forested section that’s intersect-
ed by the Pretty River, and runs east to the
Barrie-Collingwood Railway right-of-way.

"We are passionate about agriculture,
about producing food and feeding the
world; that led us to look at in the future,
what’s going to happen to our land. We
thought about leaving a legacy in agricul-
ture," said family patriarch Murray Mor-
rison. "We see agriculture on this land for
many, many years to come."

The family was joined by friends, local
politicians, and representatives of the
trust on Oct. 14 to officially celebrate the
easement.

Kathryn Enders, the executive director
of the trust, said the easement is a volun-
tary and legally-binding agreement that
grants the trust a covenant on the property
- while maintaining the owner’s rights to
continuing farming.

"It’s the strongest tool we have right
now to protect a farm forever," she said.

If and when the property is sold in the
future, the Ontario Farmland Trust re-
mains on the title as having an interest in
the land, and there are restrictive clauses
to prevent the land from being turned into
housing, or used for aggregate production.

The trust has been around since 2004,

and has being protecting farmland
through easement agreements since 2009.
It has easements on 12 farms in Ontario -
including three others in Simcoe County -
protecting more than 1,200 acres.

There are 11,000 acres in Ontario that
fall under the protection of a land trust.
The Ontario Farmland Trust specifically
is dedicated to protecting agricultural
property. According to the trust, approxi-
mately 350 acres of productive farmland in
Ontario is lost to development every day.

"We want to protect as much as possible
across Ontario," Enders said. "One way
you can do that is through policy, but land-
use policy can change, so an easement
agreement is the most permanent tool we
have to protect a farm."

Morrison said the family was spurred to
put an easement on the land after watch-
ing the development that has taken place
around them.

"We can see the houses going up, and we
feel that we have an issue with good, pro-
ductive farmland being paved over, so we
wanted to preserve it," he said. "We were
happy to work with the Ontario Farmland
Trust to achieve that goal."

Coincidentally, the property’s previous
owner had plans to develop the land prior
to the Morrisons purchasing it. The family
ran a pick-your-own strawberry business
on the land for 25 years, and currently
farms pumpkins, corn, wheat, and soy-
beans. "It made the most sense for agricul-
ture to operate back there," Morrison said.
"Down the road, I'm not sure agriculture
can operate out of the front with the high-
way, with the encumbrances there are, but
behind the river, I think we can have agri-
culture for a long period."
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2012 NISSAN VERSA HATCHBACK 2017 JEEP PATRIOT SPORT 2007 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE LAREDO

VERY CLEAN! ONLY 58,000 KM
$9,999
2015 CHEVY CRUZE
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1LT, REMOTE START, CAMERA,
ONLY 31,000 KM
$14,995

4X4, ONLY 8,900 KMt 4X4, MOONROOF
$20,995 $4,995

2015 FORD F-150 2017 DODGE DURANGO GT

SAVE THOUSANDS FROM NEW!
ONLY 14,000 KM

ONLY $235 BI-WEEKLY"
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CREW CAB, SUPER CLEAN!
ONLY 40,000 KM

ONLY $193 BI-WEEKLY"

2012 FORD F-150 XLT 2015 BUICK ENCORE 2015 VW JETTA TDI

PREMIUM ALL WHEEL DRIVE,
NAVIGATION-++, ONLY 21,000 KM

ONLY $170 BI-WEEKLY"
2017 KIA SORENTO

XTR EXT. CAB TOW PACKAGE,
SHARP TRUCK!

$19,995
2017 DODGE RAM 1500
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CREW CAB, 4X4, ALL WHEEL DRIVE, HEATED SEATS ++,
ONLY 2,500 KM ONLY 24,000 KM

$198 BI-WEEKLY" $156 BI-WEEKLY"
2017 FORD FUSION 2008 DODGE CALIBER SXT

-

ALL WHEEL DRIVE, FULLY LOADED! LOCAL TRADE SOLD HERE,
ONLY 18,000 KM ONLY 67,000 KM 1LS, ONLY 14,000 KM

ONLY $180 BI-WEEKLY" $8,995 ONLY $97 BI-WEEKLY"

DIESEL, HEATED SEATS,
ONLY 24,000 KM
$19,995

2014 CADILLAC ATS

ALL WHEEL DRIVE, A MUST SEE!
ONLY 48,000 KM

ONLY $185 BI-WEEKLY"
2015 CHEVY CRUZE

Prices are plus HST ¢ FINANCING AVAILABLE - LOW INTEREST RATES e Financing from 4.99% 0.A.C!
*Financing is based on ZERO Down, plus HST & Lic. OAC See dealer for full details.
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