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Public support
sought as festival
deals with change

Erin McCracken
erin.mccracken@metroland.com

Ottawa’s dragon boat festival needs you now, more
than ever before.

Plans to build a giant playground at the north end
of Mooney’s Bay Park, where the Tim Hortons Ottawa
Dragon Boat Festival has been held for more than 20
years, have organizers appealing for the public’s back-
ing.

See DRAGON, page 6
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Pitch perfect

Vidun Jayakody, 12, left, and Josh Wolf, 13, were on hand to celebrate the May 27 grand opening of Lafrange Field at Feath-
erston Drive Public School, which now boasts a new cricket pitch. See story, page 33.
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Cricket players pitch in at Featherston school

New cricket pitch generates
interest from across Ottawa

Erin McCracken
erin.mccracken@metroland.com

Vidun Jayakody and Josh Wolf are barely into their
teens, but they already foresee big things for cricket at
their school for generations to come.

They hope to return one day as adults to see the next
crop of young players using the cricket pitch behind
Featherston Drive Public School, competing against
other students from across the city in an established
league.

Their school’s pitch, which officially opened on May
27, is the first of its kind at a school in Ottawa’s Eng-
lish public school board, and just one of a handful of
pitches in Ottawa.

“It means a lot,” said Vidun, 12, an eight-year vet-
eran of the sport who has been teaching other kids at
his Alta Vista-area school to play, along with classmate
and friend, Aathavan Uruthirapathy.

A dedication ceremony marking the grand opening
of Lafrange Field — the name of the new pitch — drew
school and board officials as well as Alta Vista Coun.
Jean Cloutier.

The main attraction of the celebration was a cricket
tournament starring kids from Featherston, nearby
Vincent Massey Public School and D.A. Moodie Inter-
mediate School. That west-end school sends students
once a year to Featherston to play cricket.

Vidun’s classmate, Josh, has quickly grown to love
the sport in recent years — even when he and his peers
could only play on an old baseball diamond.

The 13-year-old said it’s nice to know the pitch will
be there for future generations, and that he and his
friends will one day be able to look back and say they
were a part of helping the sport grow locally.

“We want to come back and see it one day,” Josh said
with a grin, drawing agreement from Vidun.

“It’s nice to say we made a mark,” Vidun said.

STUDENTS DRIVING FORCE

Nick Janna, the Featherston teacher who first came
up with the idea to build a cricket pitch, said the proj-
ect’s driving force was his students. About two years
ago, he brought out his own cricket bats and balls dur-
ing recess and the kids quickly gathered around.

“I'm just like stunned,” Janna said of their response.

Construction of the sports field was only completed
a few days before it officially opened, but already word
had spread. Janna said he couldn’t believe his eyes
when he saw adults playing together on the new turf.

“They were giddy like kids. They’re like, “This is
beautiful,”” he said.

“It was wild.”

See SCHOOL, page 34

Above: The new cricket
pitch at Featherston
Drive Public School in
Alta Vista, now known
as Lafrange Field, was
made possible thanks to
funding provided by the
school’s parent council
and Ryan Lafrange, at
left. The pitch was spear-
headed by Nick Janna, a
Featherston teacher, at
right. They helped cele-
brate the opening of the
field during a dedication
ceremony on May 27.

At left: Wicket keeper
Josh Wolf, 13, looks on
as Kalpa Jayanetti, an
educational assistant at
Featherston Drive Public
School, takes his turn at
bat on the new cricket
pitch at the school, which
opened to much fanfare
on May 27.
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Bowler Mazhar Choudhry, with Cricket Ottawa,
winds up to deliver a ball to a waiting batter on the
new cricket pitch that opened at Featherston Drive
Public School on May 27.

School celebrates
new cricket pitch

Continued from page 33

Ottawa’s newest cricket pitch has also caused a stir
beyond Alta Vista.

Janna said other clubs and associations have been
calling, including Cricket Ottawa, the Cumberland
Cricket Club and the Ottawa Valley Cricket Council
Junior Cricket, which has already offered to provide
free coaching clinics to Featherston students.

When Peter Gamwell, a superintendent with the Ot-
tawa-Carleton District School Board, heard about the
new sports field, he had to see it for himself.

“It’s so interesting with all these different cultures
here,” he said. “Cricket is such a natural point of con-
nection for people.”

He got a kick out of listening to the students speak
excitedly about the sport he grew up playing back in
England.

“It’s so curious to see it at the very beginning stages,”
he said. “It’s just magic.”

That’s precisely why Ryan Lafrange matched the
$5,000 that the Featherston parent council contributed
to the construction of the pitch.

Having grown up in nearby Elmvale Acres, Lafrange
said he had a lot of friends who went to Featherston
and nearby St. Gemma Catholic Elementary School.

“I just wanted to help (Janna) give back a little some-
thing to his school and to the community,” said Laf-
range, who threw the first bowl during the dedication
ceremony.

The field is named in memory of Lafrange’s father,
Pat, a lawyer and active community member and vol-
unteer who donated his time to local associations and
coached sports in the Alta Vista area.

Pat, who passed away almost five years ago, had his
two sons playing sports from an early age — hockey,
baseball, soccer and lacrosse.

“Sports were a big part of our upbringing,” recalled
Lafrange, a realtor who now makes his home in Old
Ottawa South. “Great memories.”

Lafrange said his father would have loved to see the
cricket pitch open amid such a large community cel-
ebration.

“I guarantee he wouldn’t know what cricket is, but
(he valued) giving back to the community and having
kids play sports,” he said.



