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Local campaigns crucial to Ontario election strategies

® Continued from front

the province.

Now, with an additional
new seat up for grabs in
each city, voters should
see party leaders and oth-
er heavyweights making a

8 local appearance or two in
@ the days and weeks re-

bramptonguardian.com

maining before the June 7
vote.

Both Liberal Leader
Kathleen Wynne and New
Democrat Leader Andrea
Horwath have already
made a point of attending a
nomination meeting and
rally for local candidates.

Ontario Progressive
Conservative Leader Doug
Ford was scheduled to join
a candidate on the Missis-
sauga campaign trail ear-
lier this month, but the
spring ice storm threw
cold water on those plans.

Anticipate stops in Mis-
sissauga and Brampton to
be back on his travel itin-
erary soon.

So what is it that draws
political campaign muscle

to these two cities ranked
among the 10 most popu-
lous in the country?

Voter turnout certainly
hasn’t been impressive.

At 45.6 per cent in 2014
and 41.6 per cent in 2011,
the combined voter turn-
out in the two municipali-
ties has averaged well be-
low provincial rates of 51.3
per cent in 2014 and 48.2
per cent in 2011.

In fact, voters in Missis-
sauga-Brampton  South
managed the poorest par-
ticipation rate (41.5 per
cent) in the province when
Ontario last went to the
polls.

Despite the lethargy
among the general elector-
ate, the parties have found
engaged and effective
grassroots membership
corps in these communi-
ties come campaign time
and election night.

In particular, the South
Asian community, which
now numbers more than
430,000 Peel residents ac-
cording to most recent

census data, has grown to
become a fervent political
force when determining
candidates and local elec-
tion races.

That clout has not gone
unnoticed or untapped by
party brass who under-
stand elections are often
won and lost at the grass-
roots level.

A party able to harness
thoselocal forces when po-
litical winds are blowing
in the right direction can
propelacampaign toshore
in choppy waters.

Observers need look no
further than the historic
election win former MPP
Jagmeet Singh orchestrat-
ed in 2011 to give the New
Democrats their first ever
seat in Bramalea-Gore-
Malton and end the Liber-
al stranglehold in Bramp-
ton.

Singh has since used
that foothold to make a
successful jump to the
New Democrat federal
leadership.

But his election and re-

Riziero Vertolli/Metroland
Premier Wynne embraces Brampton East Liberal candidate Dr. Parminder Singh at
campaign rally. Residents in Mississauga and Brampton can expect the three major
parties to throw significant campaign resources behind winning "target" ridings.

election victories, in what
had traditionally been no
man’s land for candidates
running under anything

but a Liberal or Conserva-
tive banner, stand as proof
the right candidate and a
well-oiled political ma-

chinery can dictate cam-
paign fortunes in these
crucial suburban battle-
grounds.

They may look
the same...
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Child Care?

For Your Peace Of Mind.

But,what a difference!

When it comes to the safety and well being of your child,
meeting the government regulatory standards is really
important. A licensed agency must follow strict guidelines and
procedures related to the environment, equipment, maximum
number of children and even nutritional needs. These are
regularly monitored through unscheduled home visits
conducted by Registered Early Childhood Educators (RECE’s).

Wee Watch is a licensed home child care agency that meets
AND exceeds these standards.

There is so much more to learn about Wee Watch.

Call us, let’s talk: 905-487-0661
orvisit.. weewatch.com

weewatch

Quality Licensed Home Child Care
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SURFACE REFINISHING offers homeowners T
a beautiful, durable and affordable i
alternative to traditional removal and 1 1 !

replacement remodeling. The best news is
you can save up to 75% over new. We can '
give you a high-end look without the high-
end cost. Miracle Method can make wornout
and dated surfaces look and feel like 3
new again! There is no need to throw i —
out perfectly good kitchen cabinet doors, T
countertops, tubs and shower tiles. Miracle
Method can restore these surfaces and [ *=, % =
change the colour too! Are you moving |
soon and don’t want to spend a fortune to k

update your kitchen or bathroom before
you list? According to HGTV, kitchen and i o - >
bath remodels, can return 100+% of the ) 0 “ i
investment when trying to sell a home. For many of our customers, ) !

Miracle Method’s surface refinishing is the right choice in today’s | '~ ! A
economy. Miracle Method is the largest surface refinishing company L 1 : ]

in North America for both residential and commercial work. “We are
here to help and estimates are always free!”

GABINETS = COUNTERTOPS © TILES |
TUBS - EASY STEPS < AND MORE!
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VISIT OUR SHOWROOM goodiog ay,
247 Armstrong Avenue P 0% 2016
. 4 } READEES

eracle Method Unit 10 Georgetown CHOI
SURFACE REFINISHING  pyenimeras et 830 0 b CansE
Call for a free estimate: 905 494 1915 Mirscly Vit TENEWS

See our work at MiracleMethod.com/b

Each Miracle Method franchise independently owned and operated
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