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Express-O-Gram
THE MUSEUM THAT ROCKS
We’ve had a great week for many reasons, starting with family, friends and business, so we are
privileged indeed. And it was capped with a stunning performance by mostly local musicians who
showed what a deep and wide pocket of talent we
have here in East Elgin.
Lovin’ the Music was a fundraising evening organized by Aylmer-Malahide Museum and Archives
that saw the reunion of budding musicians from
the sixties and seventies and some relative youngsters in the same position 50 years on.
We’re not sure who was responsible for what,
but museum Curator Amanda VandenWyngaert
and museum volunteers Rhonda McNaughton and
Shelley Doan had much to do with the preparation. Too there was the unmistakeable influence of
Brian “Scrawn” Abbey through the excellent evening.
It was a great night with lots of faces to be discerned, old stories to be traded and really stellar
music to be enjoyed.
Two generations of Brunelles demonstrated their
singing, song-writing and guitar artistry throughout
the evening in various family combinations.
Various styles from jazz to pop to country, folk
and rock and roll, all had their moments.
Professional musicians, current and former, John
P. Allen, Lou Moore, Paul Hurdle, Blair Heddle,
Traci Kennedy and Scrawn Abbey, an outstanding
bassist in his own right, kicked the performances
into overdrive and showed a bit of what the pros
are about, which in no way takes any shine off the
rest of the performers.
Jim White flew in from Nova Scotia to hammer
out the back beat, though we weren’t treated to
a duet with his sister, Debbie, who stayed in the
audience. Don’t know what deal she made down
at the crossroads, but she gets younger every time
we see her.
We’ve got to recognize George Barbier for his
uncanny ability to step onto the stage and get the
whole joint rocking in about two bars. That innate
talent and the sharps to come in with Chuck Berry’s
Little Queenie and go out with major influence and
family friend, Ronnie Hawkins’ Forty Days.
One would presume success with a full house
at $50 a head so we’ll conclude this fundraiser will
be annual. Tighten the show a bit, a bit more social
opportunity and you’ve got an annual winner.
And a dance floor for when the place is rockin’.
AN APOLOGY, IF YOU CAN FIND IT
It could be suggested we were out of line, but we
are not apologizing for last week’s public meeting
organized by The Aylmer Express, to give public
forum to views on the accessibility and location of
a proposed new town library site. The daughter
came up with the idea some weeks ago and we
approved. At that time it was unknown that council
would act so precipitously to shove the new library
out to the East Elgin Community Complex at the
western-most edge of town, with no consideration
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Pictured left, Hailey Adams struck a pose as she and fellow
4- through 6-year-old ballet students danced to “Tomorrow,”
during Tammy’s Dance Studio’s annual recital at Immanuel
Christian School on Saturday, April 1. At right, the “Yo Daddy
Crew” of fathers of students, including Mike Brunelle Jr., left,
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Community stands up for library downtown

Former Mayor Jack Couckuyt, left, and resident and business owner Jamie Chapman contested the views expressed by Councillor Ted McDonald during a public forum on the future of the

Aylmer library at Old Town Hall Thursday night, March 30. Almost 200 attended the meeting,
organized by The Aylmer Express. More pictures are inside. (AE/Rob Perry)

by Craig Bradford
of The Aylmer Express
All but two or three speakers from a crowd of almost 200
pleaded, reasoned or demanded
the Aylmer library stay in the
downtown area.
Thursday’s public forum was
organized by The Aylmer Express and held at Old Town Hall
Theatre, on the second floor of
the same building that houses
Aylmer’s current library.
And while the moderators of
the forum regularly pushed for
anyone who supported a recent
decision by town council to
move the branch to East Elgin

MCS

Community Complex, there
were few takers. One, a town
councillor, spoke in favour, and
two others weren’t specifically
opposed to it.
Instead, speaker after speaker from the crowd made their
cases to keep the library in the
downtown core or provided examples of why putting the library at the Complex was a bad
idea.
Others were critical of the
lack of financial reasoning behind moving the library to the
Complex.
Before opening the microphones up to the floor, Aylmer

Maddi Lapadat made the first statement of a public meeting
about Aylmer library on Thursday, March 30. She skipped out
on a dance held that night at McGregor Public School to plea
for a downtown library.			
(AE/Rob Perry)

Andy Koolen and Doug Gibbons, performed to “Dance Like Yo
Daddy” by Meghan Trainor in a surprise at the start of a series
of recitals. They rehearsed in secret before taking to the stage.
More picture are inside this week’s Express.

(AE/Rob Perry)

Express editor Brett Hueston,
who co-moderated the meeting with his father and Express
publisher John Hueston, asked
three specific audience members to speak first.

“Bad idea”

McGregor Public School
pupil Maddi Lapadat, 8, said
it was a “bad idea to move the
library” from the downtown to
the Complex.
She and her sister could
walk to the existing library as
they live in town not far from it.
Ms.
Lapadat
provided
three reasons why the library
shouldn’t be moved to the Complex on the western outskirts of
Aylmer:
She would no longer be able
to walk or ride her bike to a library that far away and even if
she could, she would have to
cross Highway 3.
The Complex is three kilometres away from her house
which would take her 45 minutes to walk there; the current
Old Town Hall Library in the
downtown core is one kilometre from her house and only
takes 15 minutes to walk to.
And if the library moved
to the Complex, her mother
Amanda would have to drive
her there, burning gasoline,
which was “bad for the environment” and “would kill
polar bears.”
“I hope you understand that
moving the library would be
bad for all of the kids my age,”
Ms. Lapadat concluded.
Her comments generated a
round of applause from the gallery.

Mennonite Community Services (MCS) Executive Director Abe Harms spoke next.
“I’ve tried really hard not to
politicalize our office over the
years,” he began. “I think the
time has come to advocate for
our community.”
Mr. Harms called the downtown library a “meeting place”
for MCS’s Low-German Mennonite clients where they
check out books after running
other errands like visiting his
office, doing banking or buying groceries.
“Anyone in Aylmer can
walk to [the existing library] in
20 minutes,” he said.
Clients that drop by the
MCS office are often referred
to the Old Town Hall Library
to use the computers there to
access the Internet to fill out
required government forms,
a luxury they didn’t have at
home, Mr. Harms said.
“The downtown is alive and
we want to keep it that way,” he
said.
And many mothers that visit
the MCS office take their children to the existing facility to
get their first library cards to
start reading, Mr. Harms said.
“I think we’ve had a hand in
making the Aylmer library the
busiest in the [Elgin County]
system,” he said.
“Let’s be progressive, not
regressive.”

The disabled

Lisa Dyck struggled to make
her way to the nearest podium
with her wheeled walker.
She said as a disabled per-

son, she couldn’t drive or use
a taxi to get to a library at the
Complex.
Suffering from strokes, Ms.
Dyck said she “needs the library where it is.”
The Complex was “too far
to go” and “too dangerous in
the dark” and during the winter for her. Making her way to
the Complex to use a library
would be too cold in the winter
and too hot in the summer.
She also had safety concerns regarding that busy
stretch of Talbot Street West
near the Tim Hortons and all
of the traffic in the Complex
parking lot.
“I would ask that you keep
this library downtown,” she
concluded.

Next door

Malahide resident Tom McKenney said he is a regular library user who often ties in visits to up to three other locations
in town, like getting groceries,
when he goes there which is
“good for the community.”
“If I’m going to the Community Complex [to visit the library], I won’t be making those
side trips,” Mr. McKenney said,
adding he would be “spending
those dollars elsewhere.”
He asked about “punching
a side entrance into the building next door through Cooper’s Alley,” a reference to the
two-storey building immediately to the north of Old Town
Hall historically known as the
Steam Laundry building.
“We don’t need another
grand building to move into,”
Mr. McKenney concluded.

Shuttle bus?

Both of Colleen Sawyer’s
two daughters had spent a lot of
time at the Aylmer library: one
who had spent an entire university term there and the other
who now works as a volunteer
at the branch.
Ms. Sawyer said local
residents “deserve a decent library that is accessible.”
“Why can’t we have a nice
stand-alone library that is designed to be a library?” she
asked. “Someplace where
everyone can feel welcome.”
“The current library is
bursting at the seams,” she continued. “If we go to the Complex, would the town be willing
to arrange and pay for a shuttle
bus? The bus depot could be in
Bear Park!”

Imagine

Jamie Chapman asked
everyone to close their eyes
while she described a scenario involving a single mother
with two small children and
no vehicle having to walk
from Forest Street in the northern part of town to Old Town
Hall Library which is located
on John Street South between
Talbot Street and Sydenham
Street.
The woman would pull her
two girls in a wagon in the
warmer months and switch
to a sleigh in the winter when
there was snow on the ground
so they could go to the library
to learn to read.
Later as the children grew
older, one of them developed
attention deficit disorder and
CONTINUED ON PAGE A8

2016 “Sunshine List”
by Craig Bradford
of The Aylmer Express
The number of St. Thomas
Elgin General Hospital staff
who made the “Sunshine List”
of Ontario public sector employees making more than
$100,000 in salary in 2016
dropped to 29 from 36 the year
before. Meanwhile at Thames
Valley District School Board,
an additional 106 made the list,
bringing the total to 438.
In 2014, there were 19
STEGH employees on the list.
The annual public reporting
of provincial and municipal employee salaries over $100,000
was established in 1996 and
applies to organizations that
receive transfer payments from
the Ontario government of at
least $1-million or 10 percent
of their gross revenues, provided the transfer amount is
$120,000 or more.
The 2016 list was released
and posted on a provincial
government website on Friday
March 31, the last day allowed
by legislation.
There were 123,410 civil

servants in Ontario that made
$100,000 or more in 2016 compared with 115,431 in 2015;
111,438 in 2014 and 97,796 in
2013.
The 2016 list represented
nearly $16-billion in salaries
and benefits to public sector
workers.
The highest paid public sector employee in all of ElginSt. Thomas in 2016 was St.
Thomas Elgin General Hospital (STEGH) pathologist
Fasahat Wasty who received
$333,376.47, down from the
$348,275.96 he received in
2015 and the $381,062.71 he
was paid in 2014.
The next highest paid civil
servant in the area was Medical Officer of Health Dr. Joyce
Lock with Elgin St. Thomas
Public Health who received
$298,739.72, a big increase
from the $120,954.92 she was
paid in 2015.
Elgin St. Thomas Public
Health Executive Director
Cynthia St. John explained the
difference wasn’t related to Dr.
Lock going from part-time to

full-time.
“It is related to the Ministry of Health and Long-Term
Care’s compensation initiative program that is offered to
health units to assist with paying medical officers of health
salaries at Ontario Medical Association rates,” Ms. St. John
said. “We received dollars from
the program in 2016 for the
2015 and 2016 years so that’s
why it looks odd.”
Elgin-Middlesex-London MPP Jeff Yurek was paid
$116,550 last year, the same as
he has received since 2012.

STEGH

Retiring St. Thomas Elgin
General Hospital President
and CEO Paul Collins made
$174,733.65 last year, down
from the $213,475.50 he
made in 2015. Other STEGH
employees on the list: registered nurse Halina Chabras,
$100,455.75 (new); vice-president Karen Davies $175,000.80
($181,731.60);
value
stream leader Jodi Edwards,
$100,716.27
($102,047.96);

registered
nurse
Hanumka Ferizovic, $122,468.21
($119,044.18);
pharmacist Kathryn Ann Fletcher, $110,975 ($107,165.74);
registered nurse Ilma Lucinda Gillard, $105,719.72
($102,169.55); registered nurse
Roxanna Green, $100,248.86
($105,127.86);
registered
nurse Nancy Anne Harms,
$101,938.28
($103,961.61);
manager
Terry
Hiddink,
$100,665.92
($102,024.71);
manager Katherine Jameson,
$100,690.31
($102,022.39);
registered nurse Judy Margaret Johnston, $102,928.92
($115,312.97); registered nurse
Catherine Barbara Kersten,
$103,318.37 (new); pharmacist
Susan Mary Kolator-Cotham,
$103,962.51
($107,010.14);
value stream leader Leanne
McCullough,
$111,766.22
($113,244.51); manager Nicole
Michaud-Hamilton,
$101,842.40 (new); registered
nurse Elaine Mills, $102,073.12
($107,562.54); manager Robin
Mitchell, $105,539.71 (new);
CONTINUED ON PAGE A2
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Letters to the Editor
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“There is not a crime, there is not
a dodge, there is not a trick, there
is not a swindle, there is not a vice
which does not live by secrecy.”
– Joseph Pulitzer

Little evidence of courage
Thank you to the Hueston
family and the Aylmer Express
for hosting Thursday night’s
forum on the Aylmer library.
Thank you to the many who
presented reasoned and passionate views.
Thank you to Aylmer Deputy Mayor Mary French, Councillor Ted McDonald, Malahide Mayor Dave Mennill and

Councillor Chester Glinksi for
presenting their personal views.
Unfortunately the reasons
for moving the library out to
the hockey arena were never
made clear. Aylmer Cr. Pete
Barbour, nominal chief sponsor of the move, said nothing.
Councillors Arthur Oslach and
Sheri Andrews were no-shows.
Little evidence of courage or

conviction. Not a proud moment for the Town of Aylmer.
Malahide Township appears
to be made of sterner stuff – the
library will not be moving out
to the arena until they give their
approval and that will depend
on results from a complete look
DWWKH¿QDQFLDOLPSOLFDWLRQV
Ian Johnson
Port Bruce

Complex complex & council
Wonderful
attendance
Thursday evening at library
meeting. Thank you very much
to Aylmer Express for organizing the event.
Brett and Eric Hueston made
excellent points on what we
lose both at the library and East
Elgin Community Complex.
At the library if we move
it anywhere we lose $45,000
a year from heritage conservancy. This money keeps our
beautiful building from falling
apart because what happens to
it if the Library moves out, who
maintains it then?
That would probably be the
next building on the chopping
block.
If it goes to the arena, they
lose over $67,000. That is the
revenue generated there so far,
DQGWKDW¿JXUHZLOOLQFUHDVHDV
there are more sports available.
Don’t forget the evacuation
facility just happens to be at the
Complex. That was pointed out

by Malahide Councillor Chester Glinkski, at the meeting.
This Complex is called East
Elgin Community Complex. To
move the library there takes the
“community” out of the equation. People are really upset
about the way some members
conduct themselves, blindsiding the rest of them.
When I was speaking at
council meetings, I had to (as
everyone does) have their letter
ready before 12 noon on Thursday, to be on the agenda for
Monday meeting. Councillor
Ted McDonald said they add
things all the time. That must
be true, but that doesn’t mean
it’s proper protocol or conduct,
let alone fair. Deputy Mayor
Mary French pointed out, at the
meeting you got a two-page letter with four minutes to read it –
OHW¶VYRWH7KHUHDUHQR¿JXUHV
for the move, renovation of the
move or to my knowledge, expansion to 10,000-square-feet.

It was very evident by not
only people at the meeting, but
the signatures of the petitions
that people do not want the library at the Complex.
Let’s leave the “community” in EECC and I encourage
people to again, write to your
councillors in Aylmer and those
in Malahide because as far as I
can see it’s now up to Malahide
to do the right thing. Mayor
Dave Mennill spoke and he
VDLG XQWLO WKH IDFWV DQG ¿JXUHV
are in there will be no decision.
I would also like to thank
John Hueston for thanking
those who spoke and pointing
out that it’s not easy to get up
but as he said we are all among
friends. Thank you for the opportunity.
P.S. The music was wonderful Saturday night, it was like a
reunion!
Mary Jane Lampman
Aylmer

Unqualified decision
I left the library public meeting angry Thursday night, just
DV , ZDV ZKHQ , ¿UVW UHDG WKDW
a decision had been made to
move the library to a new location without allowing the community a chance to voice their
concerns.
Last Thursday I got the
chance to hear the love and
need the community has towards this beautiful traditional

pillar in town. My anger is directed towards the few who feel
they can make these decisions
without respecting the concerns of the people who use the
library.
What happens if this move
turns out to be more costly than
forecast? We know that tends to
happen. What happens if down
the road that, yes, this was a
bad choice? Who will bear

those costs?
My feeling is in some cases
our politicians may not be the
PRVW TXDOL¿HG WR PDNH WKHVH
decisions for the community
when they don’t take the time
to hear all sides. When you
won’t hear me you don’t get my
vote. Shameful.
Tiziana Consalvo
Aylmer

Accessible library
The meeting organized by
the Aylmer Express regarding the future of the Aylmer
library was a reassuring event.
It brought people together, as a
library can do.
Many spoke and it became
clear that there are many library users in Aylmer and surrounding areas for whom the
accessibility of the downtown
library is not merely a matter

of convenience but is a critical
issue. These include mothers
with young children, the Mennonites, the Amish, residents of
the Port Bruce Manor, and anyone else whose circumstances
or schedules would make a library located on the edge of a
town that has no public transit
GLI¿FXOWWRJHWWR
Why did the town council
vote to move the library to East

Elgin Community Complex?
This remains a mystery. The
question was urgently posed by
moderator John Hueston and
others. This was an opportunity for those who favour moving the library to the Complex
to explain their point of view.
They remained silent.
Nick Johnson
Port Bruce

Lots to think about
Congratulations to the
Hueston family for having the
will and the commitment to
democratic process to host an

open forum about the Aylmer
library and encourage all
points of view from the participants. There was much to think

about after that evening.
Christina Mayhew
Port Bruce

Library: correct the mistake
You would put a gas station
or a big-box restaurant on the
outskirts of town. Why mix a
sports venue with a study hall?
It makes no sense, especially
down a busy road with heavy
trucks. How do you expect a
young child to travel all that
way alone with these vehicles

whizzing by at all times?
7U\ WR ¿QG D VLGHZDON LQ
winter. There is already heavy
congestion on hockey nights.
You would be better off
moving the museum into the
old library and building an ultra-modern library next door in
a two-storey building.

Invest in the children of
Aylmer instead of sending them
down a busy highway. Why
can’t a costly mistake be corrected? Promote Aylmer heritage and not bad politics.
Mark Henwood
Aylmer

Gifts were presented to special guests at the
Kingsmill Union School Reunion in August
1966. Pictured, from left, were: Robert Ferguson of Pontiac (who came the farthest), Charles
Caswell (oldest male pupil), Mrs. E. VanPatter
(oldest female teacher), Mrs. Mabel Stafford
Smith (oldest female pupil) and Dr. Eller Mc-

Keller (oldest male teacher). This photograph
is part of the Kingsmill-Mapleton Women’s Institute Tweedsmuir History, Volume Two, courtesy of the Elgin County Archives. Anyone with
information on this photograph or to purchase
a reprint, please call 519-631-1460 ext. 154.
(AE/contributed)
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for convenience, cost or impact on our business centre. In fact, they gave no reasons for this sudden decision, which was communicated to us, while south
on vacation. We told Renée and her brothers Brett
and Eric, to continue plans despite the new circumstance. We note they all work at the Express and live
here.
We only had to step in to help, or hinder – your
interpretation – with moderation that night.
So that fault is all theirs – and we commend them
for it.
One speaker took a shot at us for doing business
in Toronto and taking a vacation. Those Toronto trips
have resulted in millions of dollars of business in
Aylmer that would not be here otherwise nor the resulting jobs.
A vacation – pardon me. The Mexican food, scenery, heat and ocean were great. The U.S. is closer
but they won’t have me. Port Bruce, you’ll note, is
still a bit chilly at this time of year.
That criticism from someone who has enjoyed an
annual three-month vacation most of his life and now
a pension that many would envy as a salary, well,
that’s a bit precious.
Councillor Ted McDonald has suggested that The
Express colluded with some members of previous
councils to distort or hide the “donation” of space at
Trillium Apartments in an effort to “hijack” democracy. That was shouted from the balcony.
This newspaper has covered that phony issue
several times and continuing to propagate the myth
that the offer was much more than a musing is like
Donald Trump challenging the birthright of former
U.S. President Barack Obama.
Our diligent research has shown that a legal offer
QHYHU FDPH QHYHU KDSSHQHG ,I ZH ¿QG VROLG HYLdence to the contrary, it will be reprinted right here in
red ink. Let’s put this myth to rest, now.
As for hijacking democracy, Cr. McDonald admitted he took part in behind-the-scenes discussion
in order to orchestrate the library decision. It was a
product of just several minutes in public session – no
discussion, no explanation.
When council is manoeuvered from the dark shadows and back alleys, well who is doing the hijacking?
Some close relatives have told us to tone the adjectives and nouns down. The path to enlightenment
must include recognition of the moron and knucklehead factor, spring-loaded to jump out of our character at the worst possible time. The yahoo behind
this pen is already responsible for too many clangers
and much to be ashamed of, but we try. And we’ll fail
anyway. But we’ll try to tone down.
So it is up to the reader to judge and perhaps
label the sort of citizen who comes out to our meeting, says nothing after repeated requests – it was a
meeting to hear all opinions – and then retreats to
the insulation and lack of scrutiny of the Internet to
criticize our meeting. What’s that all about?
To our family and work colleagues who made it
happen and the audience who came well prepared,
researched, passionate and eloquent, from children to seniors, especially those who made it despite physical limitations, thank you so much for your
community spirit.
We appreciate Cr. McDonald and Deputy Mayor
Mary French, the only town council members courageous enough to face the public. But of course, that
is exactly what they are paid for – to do public business.
For the councillors who used as an excuse that
coming to a public meeting would be some sort
of breach of trust, well maybe they and town staff
should read the Municipal Act – carefully.
As the Ontario Ombudsman André Martin said
concluding that a meeting of London councillors, literally IN A BACK ROOM out of the public eye, was a
“clear violation” of the law:
“What does threaten the heart of democracy is
when a quorum of council or a standing committee
improperly gathers outside of council chambers, to
the exclusion of the public ear and eye.”
As one councillor recently told this scribe, in a
phone conversation, “You wouldn’t believe the number of secret meetings we have” or words to that effect. We were dumbfounded.
Oh yeah. A few weeks ago we referred carelessly
to George Jukes’ restaurant by a colloquialism and
spelled his last name incorrectly, when we should
have used the formal West End Snack Bar. My mistake, my fault, no excuse – well we were distracted
by the sound of crashing surf just metres away.
1RSHGH¿QLWHO\QRWVRUU\DERXWWKDWYDFDWLRQ
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Councillors speak: Only one from Aylmer stood behind decision
president and publisher of the
Express, asked the councillors
present, Cr. Pete Barbour and
Cr. McDonald (Deputy Mayor
)UHQFK DUULYHG ODWHU DV VKH KDG
DQRWKHUFRPPLWPHQWWKDWHYHQing), why the town hadn’t applied for grant funding from the
Dorothy Palmer Estate or any
VHQLRU JRYHUQPHQW JUDQW SURgram for a new library.
Mr. Hueston also asked to
hear from the councillors who
YRWHGLQIDYRXURIPRYLQJWKHOLbrary to the Complex, to explain
their decision.
Cr. McDonald began his
comments at the meeting by
saying the town couldn’t apply
to any grant programs without
KDYLQJ PDGH D GHFLVLRQ RQ D
VSHFL¿FOLEUDU\SURMHFW
He then started talking about
Mr. Banman’s offer.
Cr. McDonald said he had
met with Mr. Banman after he
withdrew his offer.
(The county has also indicated libraries should be located in
municipally-owned buildings.)
Keeping the existing library
open and expanding into space
in either the Steam Laundry
building immediately to the
QRUWKZDVDOVRRXWRIWKHTXHVtion, Cr. McDonald said as the
FRXQW\ ZDVQ¶W LQ IDYRXU RI D
“two-site location.”
+HVDLGWKHFDWFKPHQW
area of the Aylmer library including most of Malahide along
with all of Aylmer.
“I campaigned on no debt,”
Cr. McDonald said, adding his
election platform also included
opposition to building a new
stand-alone building for upZDUGVRIPLOOLRQRUEXLOGLQJ
an expansion onto the existing
library.
Former Mayor Couckuyt
had campaigned on building a
stand-alone new expanded liEUDU\LQWKHYDFDQWJUHHQVSDFH
immediately to the south of the
current library.
+H ORVW WKH 2FWREHU 
municipal election to Mayor
Currie.

by Craig Bradford
of The Aylmer Express
During The Aylmer Express
sponsored public forum on the
future of the Aylmer library held
last week, town Councillor Ted
McDonald maintained a three\HDUROG RIIHU E\ WKH ¿QDQFLHU
of the Aylmer Trillium Park
condominium building to house
DQHZOLEUDU\LQ¿UVWÀRRUYDFDQW
commercial space was botched
by then Mayor Jack Couckuyt
and the former council.
The public forum was held
RQ7KXUVGD\HYHQLQJ0DUFK
at Aylmer Old Town Hall Theatre.

“Hijacked”
“Democracy was hijacked,”
Cr. McDonald said at one point
during the forum about the offer
by former Aylmer resident Peter
Banman who told the Express
LQ2FWREHUWKDWKHRIIHUHG
to purchase the remaining alPRVWVTXDUHIHHWRIYDFDQW
JURXQG ÀRRU FRPPHUFLDO VSDFH
at Aylmer Trillium Park condominiums and donate it to the
Town of Aylmer as a gift for a
new library.
“You won’t read that in the
paper,” Cr. McDonald said.
,QIDFWLQ2FWREHU0U
Banman told the Express he
PDGH D YHUEDO RIIHU WR D VHQLRU
WRZQVWDIIPHPEHULQ0D\
before withdrawing the offer
MXVWRYHUDZHHNODWHU
7KH([SUHVVLQYHVWLJDWHGWKH
alleged offer made by Mr. Banman and determined no offer in
ZULWLQJKDGHYHUEHHQ¿OHGDQG
WKH PDWWHU KDG QHYHU EHHQ GLVcussed by Aylmer councillors.)
:KHQ KH ¿UVW JRW XS WR
speak during the Express public
forum, Cr. McDonald made it
clear he was representing himself and was not speaking on
behalf of council.
“This is my opinion and my
opinion only,” he said.
Cr. McDonald was one of
only two Aylmer councillors
who spoke during the forum
WKDW ZDV DWWHQGHG E\ RYHU 
interested local residents.
Deputy Mayor Mary French
was the other Aylmer councillor
who spoke during the forum.
Cr. Barbour was the other
Aylmer councillor at the forum
but he did not speak.
Cr. McDonald, along with
councillors Sheri Andrews, Barbour and Arthur Oslach, at the
0DUFKPHHWLQJWRFRPPLWD
new larger library to hall space
at East Elgin Community Complex with the project to be completed and the new library open
E\-DQ
Mayor Greg Currie, Deputy
Mayor French and Cr. Ann Laur
YRWHGDJDLQVWWKHPRWLRQ
The resolution also called
for town staff to come up with
DZD\WRSD\IRUWKHUHQRYDWLRQV
to the Complex, asked Malahide
to pay for half of the project and
asked the County of Elgin for its
blessing of the location.
Aylmer and Malahide coRZQ WKH &RPSOH[ DQG HTXDOO\
share paying for its operation.
Taxpayers of both municipalities pay for the Complex’s
DQQXDOGH¿FLW
Elgin County is responsible
IRUSURYLGLQJSXEOLFOLEUDU\VHUYLFHDQGLWVPHPEHUPXQLFLSDOLWLHV SURYLGH VSDFH IRU OLEUDU\
branches.

Defeated
“The four candidates who
campaigned for that [a new
stand-alone expanded library
building] were defeated,” Cr.
McDonald said. “That’s democracy.”
No prior council before the
current one had put money aside
LQDUHVHUYHIRUDQHZOLEUDU\KH
said.
³:H ZHUH WKH ¿UVW FRXQFLO
to do so and to put our money
where our mouths are,” Cr. McDonald said.
Cr. McDonald then highlighted some accomplishments
RI WKH FXUUHQW FRXQFLO RYHU WKH
past year which included buying
D XVHG UHSODFHPHQW DHULDO ¿UH
truck and paying for the construction of a new public works
EXLOGLQJ³IURPUHVHUYHV´
Mr. Hueston said to Cr. Mc'RQDOG WKDW WKHUH KDG QHYHU
been a “concrete offer from
[Mr.] Banman” and at least two
stories on the subject had been
published in the Express.
“It was hijacked,” Cr. McDonald replied, adding the offer
in writing was contained in a
series of emails.
A man in the audience shoutHGRXW³ZDVQ¶WWKHUHDYRWHWKDW
blindsided the community?”
Cr. McDonald replied the
YRWH RQ WKH VXUSULVH UHVROXWLRQ
committing the new library to

No grants?
Earlier in the meeting,
co-moderator John Hueston,

“I hoped it would be closer
0DODKLGH 0D\RU 'DYH
WRDVSOLW´0U+XHVWRQ Mennill was the last municipal
said. “I certainly hoped to see councillor to speak during the
more councillors here, to feel forum.
the heat!”
+LVFRXQFLOIRXQGWKHPVHOYHV
Malahide Cr. Chester Glin- considering two resolutions reski approached a microphone.
lating to a library going to the
He said the Complex was Complex from their Aylmer
$\OPHU¶V SULPDU\ HYDFXDWLRQ counterparts: the one in Febcentre and Malahide’s second- ruary asking Malahide if they
DU\HYDFXDWLRQFHQWUH
would consider the proposal
He wondered if enough and a then the one from March
VSDFH IRU DQ HYDFXDWLRQ FHQ-  WKDW FRPPLWWHG D OLEUDU\ WR
tre would be set aside when a the Complex.
library was added to the hall “No decision”
space at the Complex.
“We need to know many
Cr. Glinski also doubted
other
facts,” Mayor Mennill
WKH VWRUDJH PH]]DQLQH DQG
kitchen space at the Complex VDLG³:HQHHGWRNQRZWKHVL]H
could be used for a library and the cost, the rental agreement.
TXHVWLRQHG LI WKHUH ZRXOG EH We don’t want to infringe on
enough space there for a li- current income at the Complex.
And what about tournaments at
brary.
“If you don’t use the Com- the Complex? There are a lot of
SOH[ IRU DQ HYDFXDWLRQ FHQWUH unknowns still. Until we know
6SHFWDWRUVÀOOHGWKH2OG7RZQ+DOORSHUDKRXVHRQ7KXUVGD\ RIWKDWEXLOGLQJZDVGHOLEHUDWHGDWDSXEOLFPHHWLQJ
\RX ZRXOG KDYH WR ¿QG DQ DO- those unknowns, there will be
0DUFKDVWKHIXWXUHRIWKHWRZQOLEUDU\RQWKHJURXQGÁRRU
$(5RE3HUU\
WHUQDWLYH´ KH VDLG ³$QG \RX no decision from Malahide.”
John Hueston ended the
ZRXOGKDYHWREX\DJHQHUDWRU
IRUXP E\ WKDQNLQJ HYHU\RQH
a library at the Complex than
the Complex was “perfectly tinued.
,QYLGHRIRRWDJHRIWKHPHHW- for the other option.”
Deputy Mayor French said who attended.
legal to add to the agenda” as
Mr. Hueston said he wanted Aylmer did with its existing LQJKHKDGYLHZHGWKRVHFRXQ“These opportunities can be
³DOOVHYHQ>FRXQFLOORUV@YRWHGWR to keep the library in the down- lease for Old Town Hall.
cillors were looking elsewhere Cr. Barbour’s motion on March
educational
and always make
He asked the councillors if ZKLOH WKH WKUHH ZKR YRWHG ZDV³OHJLWLPDWHDVLWZDVUHadd it.”
town.
me
feel
better
about our comMr. Hueston said, in contrast,
“I’m absolutely committed to they had looked at that before against the motion appeared to lated to the budget.”
“We don’t know what it will munity afterwards,” he said. “It
members of the public couldn’t this community,” he said. “[The PDNLQJ WKHLU GHFLVLRQ WR PRYH read what was in front of them.
cost,” Deputy Mayor French helps us engage and know what
show up and speak during a current library at Old Town the library to the Complex.
“Other
side”
Later in the meeting, Brett
said. “When this [Cr. Barbour’s is going on.”
council meeting without prior Hall] stands us out in the counLater
during
the
meeting,
+H EHOLHYHG ³FRXQFLO ZDV
resolution] came forward I only
notice.
W\ ,W JRHV DJDLQVW HYHU\WKLQJ Hueston asked either Cr. McJohn
Hueston
asked
to
hear
missing
something” with the
had a few minutes to read it. It
,¶YHOHDUQHGLQP\OLIHWRJXWWKH Donald or Cr. Barbour to exPast mayor
from
“people
on
the
other
side
GHFLVLRQ
WR PRYH WKH OLEUDU\
plain
why
the
resolution
to
was
kind
of
pushed
on
us.
But
downtown.”
Mr. Couckuyt then appeared
RI
WKH
LVVXH
>VXSSRUWLYH@
ZLWK
from
the
downtown
to the Comthe decision has been made and
/DWHU RQ LQ WKH HYHQLQJ PRYHWKHOLEUDU\WRWKH&RPSOH[
at a microphone and said Mr. Mr. Hueston asked councillors RQ0DUFKZDVQHHGHGZKHQD putting the library at the Com- ,DP¿QHZLWKLW7KLVLVJRLQJ plex, especially with so many
Banman’s offer was not made about the cost of a new library.
prior motion a few weeks earlier plex.”
to happen, it [a new, expanded attending the forum stating they
LQZULWLQJRQO\YHUEDOO\DQGLW
He
appreciated
Cr.
McDonlibrary] is going to the Com- either were against the decision
“What confounds me is there DSSURYHG JHWWLQJ D FRVW RI SXWwas withdrawn.
ald
stepping
forward
to
speak
ting
one
there.
plex! Maybe it can change. or had concerns.
has been hundreds of thousands,
“I can’t understand why you perhaps millions of dollars
for
himself,
“but
that
is
what
“The opinions tonight are
He said there was no discusWhat we are doing tonight [at
keep harping on this,” he told DYDLODEOH LQ JUDQWV´ KH VDLG VLRQDWWKH0DUFKPHHWLQJRI the job is, taking it on the shoul- the public forum] we should QRW UHÀHFWHG LQ WKH FRXQFLO GHCr. McDonald.
cision.”
KDYHGRQHDVDFRXQFLO´
³:K\KDYHQ¶W\RXWDNHQDGYDQ- WKH ³¿QDQFLDO LPSDFW´ RI PRY- ders.”
Mr. Couckuyt said Cr. Mc- tage of it? Why didn’t we go af- ing the library to the Complex.
Donald hadn’t answered Mr. ter that?”
“$1-million decision”
+XHVWRQ¶V HDUOLHU TXHVWLRQ KH
0U +XHVWRQ VSHFL¿FDOO\
“It was probably the fastest
posed to councillors about the mentioned the Dorothy Palmer
PLOOLRQGHFLVLRQPDGHZLWKUDWLRQDOH RI PRYLQJ WKH OLEUDU\ Estate.
to the Complex.
Both she and her husband RXW SUHYLRXV GLVFXVVLRQ´ KH
“I still don’t know,” Mr. -RKQ OLYHG PDQ\ \HDUV LQ $\O- said.
³,WZDVWRVWLÀHDQ\GLVVHQW´
Couckuyt said. “Do you think mer before they died and the
ZH ZLOO EH VDYLQJ D ZKROH ORW FRXSOHOHIWDPLOOLRQHVWDWH Larry Jeffery said, another
of money going there? Do the WKDW ZDV JLYHQ RXW DV JUDQWV WR member of ALES.
Cr. McDonald replied that
numbers – we’ll lose money YDULRXV FRPPXQLW\ RUJDQL]Dgoing to the Complex. As far as WLRQVDQGSURMHFWVRYHUWKHSDVW outside of regular council meetings, four councillors cannot
debt goes, with the public works VHYHUDO\HDUV
building and other projects, the
“St. Thomas got most of it,” meet informally as it would
IRUP D TXRUXP DQG DQ RI¿FLDO
last council built $7-million in Mr. Hueston said.
UHVHUYHV DQG \RX KDG PLOHe then noted the annual meeting.
He said a discussion was
lion at the end of the year. The GH¿FLWIRUWKH&RPSOH[DQGSDUW
money you are spending is the RIWKHUDWLRQDOHRIPRYLQJDOL- held “behind the scenes to build
PRQH\WKDWZHJDYH\RX
brary there being to offset the consensus” between the four
FRXQFLOORUVZKRYRWHGWRSXWWKH
³,W LV EHWWHU WR KDYH WKH OL- loss.
library at the Complex.
EUDU\ ULJKW KHUH DQRWKHU ¿YH
“Before I come to council, I
years until we get it right. It’s an “Moving money”
³:KHQ\RXPRYHWKHOLEUDU\ build support for an idea,” Cr.
election ploy to put it out there
to the arena, the money here McDonald said. “That’s good
a year out and shame on you.”
Mr. Hueston pointed to the [the lease paid by the county business sense.”
“How did council know that
&RPSOH[¶V RYHU  DQ- for the space at Old Town Hall]
QXDOGH¿FLWVRPHWRZQVWDIIDQG disappears,” he said. “All you ZLWKRXW ZRUNLQJ RXW UHYHQXH"´
PRVWSROLFHRI¿FHUVVKRZLQJXS DUHGRLQJLVPRYLQJWKHPRQH\ Brett Hueston asked.
Jamie Chapman said the four
on the “Sunshine List “ of the from here to there. It’s the same
FRXQFLOORUVZKRYRWHGIRUPRYSURYLQFLDOO\ PDQGDWHG SXEOLF PRQH\\RX¶YHMXVWPRYHGLW´
Audience member Bill ing the library to the Complex
salary disclosure, along with
Campbell said in addition to “didn’t wait to get the costing.”
WKHLUIXWXUHOXFUDWLYHSHQVLRQV
“That’s what we don’t under“Only the library and the what Mr. Hueston had just said,
TARGET ANNUAL DIVIDEND RATE.
[Aylmer-Malahide]
Museum Aylmer would then be sharing stand,” she said.
34-36 Talbot St., W.
DIVIDENDS ARE NOT GUARANTEED.
Deputy Mayor French agreed
>DQG $UFKLYHV@ JHW VTXHH]HG´ WKH FRXQW\ OHDVH SD\PHQW UHYAylmer Branch
Mr. Hueston said. “Why is enue for a library at the Com- a decision was made with no
CLASS A INVESTMENT SHARES
519-773-8612
plex with Malahide.
costing.
that?”
Forum co-moderator, ExBrett Hueston noted the four
Cr. McDonald replied that
Complex General Manager press Editor Brett Hueston, said FRXQFLOORUV ZKR YRWHG LQ IDWhile shares last. Ask us about Class A Shares today.
James Allen had reduced elec- WKHWRZQZDVUHFHLYLQJ YRXURIWKH0DUFKUHVROXWLRQ
WULFLW\XVDJHWKHUHE\SHUFHQW a year from the county for the didn’t read the hard copy Cr.
Member must review offering statement for full details prior to purchase. Must be a Member to purchase Class A Shares – become one today by going to
Mr. Hueston said he had been lease of the space at the exist- Barbour handed out to all counwww.meridiancu.ca, calling 1-866-592-2226 or visiting your nearest branch. Investment is not insured by DICO. Trademarks of Meridian Credit Union Limited. 02/2017.
³´RQDGRZQWRZQOLEUDU\ ing library. A new lease for a cillors near the beginning of the
YHUVXV D QHZ OLEUDU\ PRYLQJ library at the Complex, based meeting.
into hall space at the Complex RQVTXDUHIHHWZRXOGEH
but then he stopped into the DQQXDOO\
%XWWKHLQKDOOUHQWexisting library earlier that day
DQG IRXQG ³HLJKW WR  SHRSOH DOV DW WKH &RPSOH[ UHFHLYHG LQ
 ZRXOG ³JR WR ]HUR´ DQG
here today on a rotten day.”
“I’m not sure the councillors with the new lease, the municiKDYHDJRRGIHHOLQJDERXWZKDW SDOLWLHVZRXOGKDYHWRSD\PRUH
this building is about,” he con- for utilities and maintenance of
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BEING LUCKY ENOUGH

TO SEE THIS RATE
AND WISE ENOUGH

TO GET IT

That’s Wealth Esteem.

4.25%
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Hit the Floor for Her
A ﬁtness fundraiser for St. Thomas-Elgin Second Stage House

Spring
into Spring
WITH OUR
GREAT DEALS!

Gardening Top Soil
30L Reg. 3.49

36717030

Cow & Sheep Manure
15 kg Reg. 3.99

Available

Plus Pool Chlorine
& Pet Supplies!

Please contact Melissa at
mmcleod.stessh@rogers.com or
519-637-2288 to sign up today!

Seed Potato, Onion
Sets, Grass Seed

Fertilizer
Spreaders
26 Beech Street West,
Aylmer • 519-773-8481
www.elginfeeds.com

Central United Church Gym
135 Wellington St., St. thomas ON
This is a pledge event with all proceeds going to support Second Stage Housing
in our mission to provide transitional supports and housing to women, with or
without children, leaving abusive relationships. In order to participate a minimum
of $40 in pledges for adults and $20 for high school/college students must be
raised. All pledges $10 and over will receive tax receipts.

Bulk Seeds
440615

Saturday April 22, 2017 • 8:30am - 11:30am

36717301

3/900

Monday to Friday........ 8am-6pm
Saturday ...................... 8am-5pm
Sunday ......................... CLOSED

5c

Event Schedule
8:30am
Registration
9:00am
Welcome
Core & Cardio Workout
10:00am
Break With Snack &
Water Provided
10:15am
Yoga
11:15am
Closing Remarks

5c
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Councillor no-shows at library forum

Community stands up for library downtown

by Craig Bradford
Oslach said when asked
of The Aylmer
why he didn’t come to
Express
the public forum on the
Although all were
library. “I read the parts
invited, only two of the
on quorums and meetfour Aylmer councillors
ings and one sentence
who voted in favour of
stuck out to me…does a
a resolution to relocate
meeting include informal
the town’s existing ligatherings? Most of time
brary to a larger space
it doesn’t, however if the
within hall space at East
business of the meeting
Elgin Community Comdoes involve matters in
plex attended a public
front of council it can be
forum on the future of
seen that way.”
the library sponsored
He conﬁrmed he had
by the Aylmer Express
received an email from
on Thursday evening, Aylmer Councillor Pete Barbour, left, seated with former town council member Ms. Reynaert that conMarch 30.
John Vandermeersch, kept mum during the public meeting on the town library. tained the advice Cr.
The two-and-a-half(AE/Rob Perry) Barbour had referenced
hour public forum was
from Mr. Maddox and
of leaving.
held at Old Town Hall
the Ministry of MuniciReynaert then contacted Mr.
He eventually decided to Maddox and the Ontario gov- pal Affairs and Housing.
Theatre, above the current Aylmer library which occupies the stay but did not speak even af- ernment.
“It could be deemed as an
main ﬂoor of the downtown ter councillors were asked to
It appeared that during the ofﬁcial [unauthorized] meetseveral times by meeting mod- interview, Cr. Barbour was ing,” Cr. Oslach said.
historic building.
Only two of the four Aylmer erators John Hueston and Brett making up his mind on wheth“I decided not to go for that
councillors who voted in favour Hueston, both of the Express.
er or not to stay for the public reason,” he said. “And I didn’t
“A meeting of council mem- forum.
of a recent surprise resolution
go because the decision has
to move the library to the Com- bers where there are more than
“I want to be here because been made [to move the library
plex by Jan. 1, 2018 attended three being a quorum of council I want to hear what the public to the Complex] and if I went
the meeting: Cr. Pete Barbour, is only permitted at the call of has to say,” he said.
I would have no comment anywho moved the resolution, and the chair or is authorized by the
Cr. Oslach said he had an- ways.”
Cr. Ted McDonald. Only Cr. Municipal Act,” Cr. Barbour other commitment that began
Cr. Sheri Andrews conMcDonald spoke during the began in explaining why he was at the same time as the library ﬁrmed she originally replied to
uneasy attending the forum.
meeting.
public forum, a Royal Canadian the email invitation from a pub“Councillors attending a Legion, Colonel Talbot Branch lic forum organizer stating she
The other two, Cr. Arthur
Oslach and Cr. Sheri Andrews, gathering in close proximity 81 (Aylmer) tribute service for would attend.
who both conﬁrmed with or- could be considered to be an a local veteran who had just
She later changed her mind.
ganizers they would attend the unauthorized council meeting died, Ruth Peters.
“I didn’t attend the meeting
forum, were absent without no- and therefore not permitted,” he
Cr. Oslach said as president because it wasn’t a sanctioned
continued.
tice.
of the Aylmer Legion, he had to meeting by the town but one
“The [Elgin County] Integ- ofﬁciate at the tribute.
Other local politicians who
advertised and sponsored by
attended the meeting included rity Commissioner [John MadThe tribute at H.A. Kebbel The Aylmer Express,” she said.
Aylmer Deputy Mayor Mary dox] and the [Ontario] Ministry Funeral Home lasted about a
Cr. Andrews made her deciFrench, who voted against the of Municipal Affairs and Hous- half hour after which Cr. Oslach sion not to attend the forum afresolution, Malahide May- ing provided documentation or said he went home and changed ter doing some “due diligence”
or Dave Mennill and fellow an opinion of the potential of out of his Legion uniform.
and having “made some inquirCouncillor Chester Glinski, all having an unauthorized meetHe disputed that he had indi- ies with authorities on meetthree of whom spoke during the ing,” Cr. Barbour said.
cated to a public forum organiz- ings and what is allowed and
“No one said attend or not er he had planned on attending. not allowed.”
forum.
Malahide councillors Rick attend,” Cr. Barbour replied
“I called some of our govCr. Oslach said he did not
Cerna and Mark Widner at- when asked if senior town staff respond to an email message he erning bodies of council and
or anyone else told councillors received from the organizer but received an email not indicattended but did not speak.
Aylmer Mayor Greg Currie to avoid coming to the forum.
talked to Express Editor Brett ing what we should or should
“I asked our CAO [Admin- Hueston at length on Saturday, not do and I made my decision
and Cr. Ann Laur, who both
voted against the library to the istrator Jennifer Reynaert] for March 25 at the Aylmer and with that,” Cr. Andrews conComplex motion, told organiz- an opinion,” Cr. Barbour said East Elgin Home, Garden and tinued.
ers in advance they could not when asked who sought the Rec Show held at the Complex.
“I did it [not attending the
attend because they were out of advice relating to what constiHe remembered indicating forum] to avoid any possibility
tuted an unauthorized council to Mr. Hueston he “may or may that we were doing any further
the country that evening.
Before the public forum meeting.
advancement of council businot attend” the public forum.
“That’s right,” was his restarted, Cr. Barbour told one of
“Because I checked the ness contrary to decisions we
the organizers he was thinking sponse when asked if Ms. [town’s] procedural bylaw,” Cr. had already made,” she said.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE A1

community, she said they wanted the library to remain in the
downtown as the Complex was
“too far for their horse and buggies to go” safely.

required a tutor.
The child would walk from
her school to the library to meet
with the tutor.
Ms. Chapman, who had
been explaining her own experience, said now imagine the
same scenarios but with the library at the Complex instead of
downtown.
“They can’t get where they
need to go,” she said.
Later during the meeting,
Ms. Chapman asked councillors about their vision for the
future.
“I hope that includes our
children,” she said.
“The library is a meeting
place, a place for them to go
and grow,” Ms. Chapman said.
“It’s also a place for seniors. It
frustrates me to no end that it is
treated as a throwaway.”

ALES

Kirk Barons of the Aylmer
Library Expansion Supporters
(ALES) wished councillors
had done some research before
making the decision to move
the library to the Complex.
He also disagreed with the
process by which Councillor
Pete Barbour’s resolution was
introduced.
“This building is a jewel, a
centrepiece,” Mr. Barons said,
adding building an expansion
to the existing library to the
west would showcase Old Town
Hall.
“Seniors and children are
not going to a library almost
out of town,” he said. “Teachers
are not going to take their kids
to the Complex.”
He said many towns “suffer
with arena deﬁcit” and urged
councillors to not “sacriﬁce
culture and learning” in an attempt to reduce that deﬁcit.
A number of downtown
agencies like Aylmer Community Services, Employment Services Elgin and MCS use the
existing library, he said. The
library is also used by many local residents as a “community
gathering place” in a “safe and
convenient” setting.
Mr. Barons said elementary
teachers, community groups
and seniors have indicated

“Greenest bricks”

Mary Jane Lampman wondered how councillors could
make a decision to move the
library to the Complex without
ﬁnding out an estimated cost
for renovations.
She pointed to the adjacent
Steam Laundry building as
an option for the existing Old
Town Hall Library to move and
expand into.
If that option was chosen,
the Aylmer-Malahide Museum
and Archives could move into a
larger space in the vacated Old
Town Hall Library, Ms. Lampman suggested.
In contact with the Amish

Abe Harms, Executive
Director Aylmer Mennonite
Community Services
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Larry Jeffery of the ALES
disagreed with Ms. Pearson
and said the current council had
kept tax increases to the “rate
of inﬂation or even lower.”
Mr. Jeffery said most councillors that were elected to
serve this term campaigned
on not saddling the town with
a $3-million debt for a new library.
“That was fear-mongering,”
he said. “$3-million is 100-percent affordable.”
He asked any councillor or
members of the Aylmer Taxpayers Advisory Committee to

Tom McKenney

challenge his facts.
“There was no gnashing of
teeth paying for a $2-million
ﬁre hall,” Mr. Jeffery continued. “We needed a new ﬁre
hall so we built one with no
effect on our taxes. We spent
$1.5-million on a new public
works building from reserves
and are moving some municipal employees out there and our
taxes aren’t affected.”
If a new 10,000-squre-foot
library was established it would
generate $120,000 in revenue
in annual lease payments from
the County of Elgin, Mr. Jeffery explained.
Over a 20-year amortization,
those lease payments would
pay 80 percent of the cost of a
new library, he said.
Former Mayor Jack Couckuyt had calculated paying for
a new library would have cost
$8 a year for every Aylmer resident, Mr. Jeffery said, adding
his own calculation came in at
$6 per person but that didn’t include maintenance or utilities.
“We fooled around and
missed Palmer [Estate grant]
money and Canada 150 money,”
he continued. “But there are
still opportunities for grants.”
He said a new library in
Shedden received grants from
the Ontario Trillium Foundation and Green Lane Trust.
The community could also
launch a fundraising campaign.
“Money is out there,” Mr.
Jeffery said. “People like
CONTINUED ON PAGE A9

Colleen Sawyer
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Shirley Pearson said taxpayers needed to know the cost of
whatever was decided about the
future of an Aylmer library.
She called the members
of the previous council “wild
spenders” with discussions of
building a new stand-alone
library that would have cost
more than $3-million.
“The library has already cost
us too much money.”
She suggested the two
re-elected councillors, Cr. Barbour and Cr. Arthur Oslach,
should “wear the cost of past
and current spending.”
“Let them retire at the next
election and let them spend
their own money,” Ms. Pearson
concluded.
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they want the library to remain
downtown as did the Amish
community.

Details in store

Tire Storage Service Nation-wide Warranties All Brand Name Tires In Stock
LIMITED TIME OFFER!

NOW

24 12

EQUAL MONTHLY
PAYMENTS

on all in-store tire purchases or installed parts and
labour totalling $200 or more

NO FEE
NO INTEREST
FINANCING*

* Minimum $200
Expires June 30, 2017

Yes .. . We do Em
Four Licensed Mechanics
ission Testing
Warranty-Approved Repairs and Repairs , Air Conditioning
& Wheel Alignm
Open Mon. to Sat. 8am-5pm
ents

WHY GO ANYWHERE ELSE?
CALL GLENN

AYLMER CANADIAN TIRE
605 John Street North, Aylmer, Ontario

PHONE 519-773-8424 ext. 236

CARDMEMBER REWARD PROGRAM

ONE CARD.
MANY REWARDS

The more you use the Card,
the more you save!

5c
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Community stands up for library downtown
CONTINUED FROM PAGE A8

libraries. They are willing to
fork some out. I’d rather have
the library where it is than make
a 50-year mistake out there [at
the Complex].”

Only one
David Ritchie, an Aylmer
area resident for 41 years and
a long-time library member,
said Cr. Barbour believed three
out of ﬁve of Aylmer’s schools
would be closer to a library at
the Complex than the existing
one in the downtown.
He measured the actual distances with an odometer and an
Internet mapping service and
discovered only one would be
closer – Immanuel Christian
School – the farthest west of the
ﬁve.

“Sick and tired”
Bob Nesbitt gave the four
councillors who passed the
resolution to move the library
to the Complex credit because
“they stood up and voted.”
He disagreed with Mr. Jeffery about the cost of building something new, ﬁguring it
would be more like $4-million,
adding there was “lots of [existing] space in Aylmer for a new
library.”
Mr. Nesbitt was also “okay”
with putting a library at the
Complex.
“I’m just sick and tired hearing about the library,” he said.

“Red ﬂags”
Linda Charlton said she had
been paying attention to Mala-

hide’s meetings and minutes.
She noticed councillors there
had passed a resolution asking
Aylmer for more information
about relocating the Aylmer library to the Complex, a facility
the two municipalities co-own
and share the costs of operating
equally.
The Aylmer resolution to
move the library to the Complex
by Jan. 1, 2018 sent up “red
ﬂags for Malahide,” Ms. Charlton said, adding it was “confusing how this can be a foregone
conclusion without knowing
what is needed on both sides,
Aylmer and Malahide.”

“Not right”
Steve Blankenship’s ﬁrst
thoughts about moving the library to the Complex were that
it was a “great” idea to help
eliminate the twin-ice pad’s annual deﬁcit.
Then he had second thoughts.
“It’s not right moving it out
there,” he said, especially with
no public transit or designated
bicycle lanes going to the Complex.
He suggested adding onto the
existing Old Town Hall Library
into Bear Park to the south or
north through Cooper’s Alley
into the Steam Laundry building.
“It seems council has been
sitting on their hands and have
made a snap decision to solve
all our problems,” he concluded.

Petition

Shirley Pearson

Bill Murch had two numbers

Larry Jeffery

he wanted to tell the audience
about: 958 and 6,259.
The 958 represented the
number of signatures a petition
he had drawn up had generated
the two weeks prior as of 2:45
p.m. of the day of the public
forum.
“Aylmer council should
locate the new library in the
downtown core area,” read one
line of the petition.
The second number of 6,259
represented the monthly foot
trafﬁc through the front door
of the Aylmer library as of that
afternoon.
Mr. Murch said both numbers would be bigger by the end
of March and the petition would
be presented to Aylmer council
at a future meeting.
“Without going into details, I can say that along with
the schools, Aylmer council is
not very popular with the local
pickleball players,” Mr. Murch
said, referring to a sport played
in hall space at the Complex.
“Councillors should remember
that pickleball players carry
paddles and know how to use
them.”
The remark generated some
laughter from the crowd.
Mr. Murch said one name on
the petition caught his attention
as it was from a woman he knew
has a disability and is a regular
library visitor.
“However she has not been
sleeping because she is afraid
that the library would move out
of the downtown to the East

Elgin Community Complex,” he
said.

David Ritchie

Bob Nesbitt

“Audacity”
Allan Cross couldn’t believe
the “audacity of council” with
their decision to repurpose the
hall space at the Complex as
a library after so many local
residents and businesses contributed generously to the fundraising campaign to help pay
for the facility as it was now,
including naming rights on the
halls.

“Take a look”
Pat Musclow volunteers at
the Aylmer library and therefore
believes she had a good handle
on exactly who uses it.
She was glad that Mr. Harms
spoke on behalf of the Mennonite community as they, along
with women, seniors and children, were the main users of the
library.
Ms. Musclow had “never
seen anyone on the current
council use the library” and invited them to visit the facility
“to take a look at what goes on”
there.
“Education is the number
one function of the library,” Ms.
Musclow said, adding that any
day the library is open when
school lets out. all the computers there are being used and
there are people perusing books
in the shelving.
“These people aren’t going
to use a library at the Complex,”
she said.
If a library does end up at the

arena, Ms. Musclow believed a
stoplight, at a “$500,000 cost,”
was needed there due to the
heavy trafﬁc.

“Listening?”
Chris Mayhew, who retired in
2014 after 30 years as the supervisor of the Aylmer library, had
one question for the councillors
who “bravely” chose to attend
the forum.
“Have you been listening?”
she asked. “Have you been listening at all? Is it making a difference? These are the people
you are leading and are governing for.”

“Half my life”
Eric Hueston, 26, said he attended but wasn’t able to speak
at a meeting three years ago on
a new design for a stand-alone
library building.
“This debate has been going
on for half my life,” he said.
Not having much need for a
library growing up, Mr. Hueston said that changed when he
moved to London to attend college and had new expenses to
pay for on his own.
He found himself at London
library branches “a lot more,”
especially the downtown main
branch.
After college and back in
Aylmer, Mr. Hueston saw that
the future of his hometown library was still going on.
A few years ago, the town
was contemplating “a standalone library idea, equal to or
better than the St. Thomas li-

Linda Charlton

brary.”
“My gut reaction was that is
a lot of money at $2.7-million,”
Mr. Hueston said.
In recent years, he had started visiting the Aylmer library.
“It was a zoo, it was great,”
he said, adding the place was
packed on a Saturday.
“The concept of a library being dead is only as dead as you
want it to be,” Mr. Hueston said
after listing a number of uses for
a library.
“A [future] library will be
organic, it might not look like it
does today but there will always
be a necessity for one,” he continued.
The best towns he had visited
had active downtowns which included a library.
Mr. Hueston said Aylmer
councillors were willing to
“throw money away” at an arena
and sports but were unwilling to
invest in a library which stood
for education and culture.
He also questioned how
councillors came to the decision
to choose the Complex as the location for a new library.
Looking to “settle down”
soon, Mr. Hueston had wanted
to do so in Aylmer but due to
what was happening in town,
he was now considering moving elsewhere like Tillsonburg,
Woodstock or Stratford, communities that had their “own
stand-alone properly built
place” for a library.

“User experience”

“youth IT [information technology] intern” at the Aylmer
library, said something had to
be done with the town’s current
library as it is “running out of
room.”
“It seems money is the biggest factor when the user experience is the most important
thing,” he said.
A student of product design,
Mr. Van Kasteren said the focus
should be on making the library
experience “easier, more useful,
more peaceful.”
He then compared a library
to high-end coffee at wellknown café chains.
“People don’t mind paying
a little bit more,” Mr. Van Kasteren said. “They’re not paying
$7 for a coffee, they are spending $7 for an experience. If you
make a great experience, the
money will come. User experience is what it all boils down
to.”

Pat Musclow

Customers
Bill Campbell said successful businessmen ask their customers what they want.
“Obviously from this meeting, the customers want the library downtown,” he said.
Mr. Campbell noted Aylmer
taxpayers are only responsible
for half of the Complex’s annual
deﬁcit.
Moving a library there would
be giving half of the county lease payment to Malahide
which was “not in the interest of
Aylmer taxpayers,” he said.

Eric Hueston

Bill Murch

Curtis Van Kasteren

Curtis Van Kasteren, the

Steve Blankenship

Allan Cross



1st Ever Community

12 Hour Hockey
Tournament

golf & c.c.

Easter Brunch Buffet

Sat., April 29, 2017
8am-8pm

Sunday, April 16
9am and 2pm

Breakfast Items
Fresh Omelette Station
Scrambled Eggs
Sausage Links
Sausage Patties
Kids Wafﬂe Station
Home Fries
Pastry
Fresh Fruit Tray
Dessert Platters
Hot Drinks and Cold Juice
and More

Adults - $28
Seniors (60+) - $25
Children - $15
All Prices Subject to HST

Individual & Team Entries Welcome

Lunch Items

$40 donation/participant (Pledge Sheets Available)

ALL SKILL LEVELS

Virginia Ham
Roasted Turkey
Carved Beef
BBQ Chicken
Shrimp
Variety of Salads
Fresh Cut Fries
Vegetable Platter
Pickle Tray
and More!

Volunteers & Sponsors Needed

GET INVOLVED - HAVE FUN
Help Us Raise Money For

JUMPSTART!
In 2016, 343 area youths received
assistance totalling $48,530 for:
Gymnastics
Hockey
Soccer
Camps & More!

Pine Knot Golf & CC

5421 Hamilton Road
Dorchester ON N0L 1G6

RESERVATIONS ONLY: CALL 519-268-2986

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT:
East Elgin Community Complex
531 Talbot Street West, Aylmer
P: 519.773.5631 • E: admin@eecc.ca • W: eecc.ca
This event is sponsored by:
W I N D OWS - D O O RS - AU TO

5c

5c
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CANADA 150 PARADE SATURDAY
Aylmer is getting an early start on this country’s
sesquicentennial with a parade Saturday at 11
a.m. down the main drag. It leads to Optimist Park
for a tulip festival which includes lots of entertainment and attractions for children.
Even we have been pressed into the service for
the parade (leave the tomatoes home). Hopes for
good weather and participation.
Perhaps, with the strong Dutch heritage here,
a seed or bulb rather, for a continued expanded
project annually.
Enjoy the show.
NOT JUST ANOTHER DAY
We can’t remember the exact circumstance
but it was in her kitchen when she let slip a comment that opened a window on her keen intellect.
It was like the silent chief slipping out a word to
Jack Nicholson in “One Flew Over The Cuckoo’s
Nest”. But the word was out and we never saw her
the same again, adding a layer of complexity we
had overlooked. Not that we’d ever thought her
a moron. She was smart and sharp, but far more
engaged and politically astute than we’d realized.
Her strict upbringing had patterned her as shy and
deferring – to a point – defined by strong principles and moral code. But she was all about her
children, husband – family.
She’s been gone many years yet with us every
day in her courage and kindness, her generosity and boundless love for family and friends. Of
course, we loved her back with all our heart. She
was the lifeblood of the family and the backbone
too.
We think of the comment about what a great
dancer Fred Astaire was and then the rejoinder
that Ginger Rogers, his partner, did it all – backward – and in high heels. Well, that’s women for
you – too often unjustly in the background and
mothers even moreso.
So in our own inadequate way, we name a day
for you – better than nothing. But behind it all is
our marrow–deep love and respect. The world revolves around you, or should.
Happy Mother’s Day, mothers. You really are
the best.
NO FOOL LIKE AN OLD FOOL
A week ago we spoke at a meeting to send a
message to the Thames Valley District School
Board not to close any local public schools (well
perhaps South Dorchester which would almost
certainly be lost to a new school in Belmont), in
CONTINUED ON PAGE A4
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Library at Complex torpedoed
by Craig Bradford
of The Aylmer Express
It was over nearly as abruptly as it began. In another unexpected turn of events, Aylmer
and Malahide councillors, sitting together as the East Elgin
Community Complex Interim
Board on Wednesday evening,
May 3, passed a resolution to
not move the Aylmer library to
hall space at the Complex. It
was an unusual “negative” motion, calling on councillors to
not take action.
Aylmer Councillor Pete
Barbour, who earlier this year
spearheaded the surprise push
to place a new, larger library at
the Complex, moved this simple
resolution: “that the relocation
of the Aylmer library branch to
the EECC be not supported.”
Malahide Cr. Max Moore
seconded the resolution and requested a recorded vote.
All but one of the 13 councillors present voted in favour
of the motion.
The sole nay vote belonged
to Aylmer Cr. Sheri Andrews.
All of the other Aylmer councillors who previously voted in
favour of moving the library to
the Complex voted to stop it:
Cr. Barbour, Cr. Ted McDonald
and Cr. Arthur Oslach.
Town Deputy Mayor Mary
French was absent.
After it was shelved a couple
of years ago, the idea of putting a new, larger library in
hall space at the Complex was
put back on the table during
an Aylmer council meeting in
mid-February.
The concept became reality

In an almost 10-minute soliloquy during the May 3 Com-

plex board meeting when a
staff report on the implications
of the Old Town Hall library
moving to the Complex was
being discussed, Cr. Barbour
didn’t provide any specific
reasoning why he had changed
course other than the proposal
didn’t have the full support of
all councillors.
“If a library is chosen
for here, we need the belief
and support of all the people
around the table here and I
don’t feel it,” Cr. Barbour said
at one point.
He then asked that a decision be made by the end of the
meeting that “the joint committee does not endorse the
library here and put it to rest.”
Cr. Barbour mused that if
Aylmer officials “ever had to
do this again,” they should
have reached out to Elgin
County, which provides the
public library services, and to
Malahide to find out if they
supported the concept of a library at the Complex.
“Aylmer should have come
up with a definitive plan and
went to the [Elgin] library
branch and said, let’s write up
an agreement,” he said.
Then the town “should have
written up a real estate offer
for Malahide,” Cr. Barbour
continued.
“We tried to be the nice guy
rather than conduct a business
transaction,” he said.
“With the consent of the
board, if the support’s not
there, let’s stop it tonight and
leave it there,” Cr. Barbour
concluded.

by Rob Perry
of The Aylmer Express
Thames Valley District
School Board trustees held
two nights of public hearings
lasting a total of six hours last
week to hear from over 50
speakers arguing over which
schools in Malahide and Central Elgin should be closed.
The board is considering,
among other changes, closing
South Dorchester and Springfield elementary schools in
Malahide and New Sarum and
Sparta schools in Central Elgin.
Two large new elementary
schools are proposed for Belmont and the southeast of St.
Thomas.
Sparta would see its pupils
sent to Port Stanley Public
School, and replaced by French
Immersion pupils on what’s
likely to be a temporary basis.
Springfield parents came out
in the largest number to speak
passionately about keeping
their small rural school open.
Among those testifying were
parents who believed their special-needs children would be
lost in a larger school.
Belmont parents, whose
children go to South Dorchester Public School, argued the
need for a school in their own
community had been recog-

nized by the board eight years
ago, and the time had come to
build it.
They contended that retaining the status quo, which would
include keeping Springfield
open, was the worst possible
choice, though Springfield parents have through a board review process always said they
understood and supported Belmont’s desire for a school of its
own.
But they didn’t want that
to come at the cost of their
school, and didn’t believe a
large school was needed in
Belmont to satisfy the provincial government’s funding requirements.
Sparta parents argued their
school, near its full capacity,
shouldn’t be drained just to fill
up Port Stanley Public School,
which would be operating at
far below capacity if not for
the temporary presence of an
overflow of French Immersion pupils from overcrowded
Pierre Elliot Trudeau school in
St. Thomas.
Port Stanley parents wanted
their school kept open too, and
pointed out that, unlike Sparta,
theirs was on municipal water
and sewer services.
Sparta parents couldn’t
understand why a well and

septic system at their school
could be an issue, if French
Immersion children were to be
relocated there.
Meanwhile, New Sarum
Public School parents lined up
to laud the quality of the education pupils received at their
school.
Many said they had moved
into the school district just so
their children could go there,
and didn’t want to transfer
them elsewhere.
They also pointed out that
their school was near full capacity, and the cost per pupil to
the board annually was equivalent to the Thames Valley average.
Trustees are expected to
make a final decision on recommendations from their senior administrators at a meeting
Tuesday, May 23, at the board
administration centre in London.
However, they were also
to be given an opportunity to
question administrators on the
proposed changes at a committee meeting Tuesday night,
May 9 (see next week’s Express for coverage of that).
For extensive coverage of
the public hearings last week,
see the second section of this
week’s newspaper.

when on March 13 Cr. Barbour
introduced a surprise eightclause resolution that committed a library to the Complex
during a meeting that was supposed to be reserved for draft
budget deliberations.
That motion was approved
in a 4-3 recorded vote.
The already mentioned four
councillors voted in favour of
the resolution while Mayor
Greg Currie, Deputy Mayor
French and Cr. Ann Laur opposed it.
Malahide councillors had
also changed their minds about
having a library at the Complex.
In February, township councillors voted 5-1 to support
in principle the proposal by
Aylmer to move the library to
Complex.
Cr. Mark Wales pointed out
the township had been the first
to recommend to Aylmer the
use of the Complex, jointly
owned by the two municipalities, in 2014.
The first public hint that
town councillors were beginning to lose their resolve on
putting a library at the Complex
came during the Monday, May
1 meeting when Mayor Currie
and Cr. Oslach talked about
either abandoning the idea (Cr.
Oslach) or putting the brakes to
it for now (Mayor Currie). The
reversal also follows much public protest of the move to take
the library out of the downtown.

“Don’t feel it”

Meeting chairman and
Malahide Mayor David Mennill
began his response to Cr. Bar-

bour that board members were
“wearing our Complex hat tonight and not our council hat”
and referenced a resolution

passed during the board’s January 2016 meeting that township
Chief Administrative Officer

CONTINUED ON PAGE A5

School versus school at TVDSB

Wet spring could mean higher risk
of collisions with farm machinery

Adam Walker, left, of East Elgin Secondary School was joined
by a fellow piper and a drummer, not pictured, rehearsing Wednesday, May 3, for EESS’s annual Talent Show the following
night. They played a rousing version of the Scottish anthem.
More pictures are inside.			
(AE/Rob Perry)

Prior direction

by Rob Perry
of The Aylmer Express
Malahide Councillor Mark
Wales, a past president of the
Ontario Federation of Agriculture, worries that the wet
spring so far this year could
mean increased farm machinery traffic on local roads at the
end of May, and a higher risk
of crashes involving aggressive drivers trying to get by the
slower-moving equipment.
Inspector Brad Fishleigh,
commander of Elgin Ontario
Provincial Police, presented
his annual report to township
councillors Thursday, May 4.

Cr. Mark Widner raised the
problem of farm equipment
being cut off on roads by other
traffic.
Insp. Fishleigh said that was
a great concern, because in recent years some serious and
even fatal collisions had involved farm vehicles.
The OPP put on an educational campaign each year to
warn motorists of the presence
of slow-moving vehicles on
road, and the dangers of being
too aggressive in passing them.
“It’s difficult,” he said.
There’s not much more we can
do, other than educate people

and react when something happens.”
Cr. Widner suggested making a video showing a 15-foot
wide piece of equipment trying to negotiate local roads
with other vehicles backed up
behind and then dangerously
passing it.
Inspector Fishleigh said his
detachment would be happy
to work with farm groups and
safety agencies on a project like
that.
Cr. Wales said that given
the weather this year, farmers
were going to have a “very
CONTINUED ON PAGE A3

“Flash” Beth Telfer, left, “Supergirl” Cara Telfer,
6, and “Superman” Mike Telfer of Malahide
dressed up for Comic Books Day at the Aylmer
library on Saturday morning, May 6. Librarians

reported a steady stream of adults and children coming in, many dressed as superheroes
or even supervillains, to pick up free comic
books.				 (AE/Rob Perry)

“Honesty prevails” with
return of deposit pouch
by Craig Bradford
of The Aylmer Express
David Luthy was relieved
and thankful after a deposit
pouch containing cash and
cheques he lost turned up at
the Aylmer branch of the Royal
Bank of Canada.
On Monday morning, May 1,
Mr. Luthy, who is the long-time
manager of Pathway Publishers,
an Amish business northeast of
Aylmer, was being dropped off
by a close friend at the Royal
Bank to do his weekly Canadian
currency deposit.
Pathway Publishers distributes books in communities in
both Canada and the United
States.
Several years ago, Mr. Luthy
was given a black “in-house”
Royal Bank deposit pouch that
he has used for his weekly
banking business ever since.
“Apparently when I got out
of the passenger seat with my
briefcase, I obviously dropped
this right in front of the Royal
Bank,” Mr. Luthy said, adding
his friend had parked the car
directly in front of the bank on
Talbot Street.
“It had rained so there was
a lot of moisture by the curb,”
Mr. Luthy continued. “I went
into the bank and opened up
my briefcase and couldn’t find
the pouch. So I went back to
the Aylmer Express where I had
had been before for an hour and
a half.”
Almost every week, Mr.
Luthy visits the Express office
for photocopying, mostly historical documents.
But back at the Express, no
pouch.
Mr. Luthy returned to the
Royal Bank to find his pouch

wasn’t there either.
Mr. Luthy then returned
home to look for the pouch
when a neighbour immediately
came up his driveway to tell
him someone from the bank had
left a message that his missing
pouch had shown up there.
“So with great relief, I said
that’s fine.”
The friend who had given
him the original ride into town
from his Glencolin Line home
had returned to his own home so
Mr. Luthy quickly arranged for
another driver for his immediate return to the Royal Bank.
“I thought I should go in and
confirm that the cash was still
there,” he said, fearful someone
had opened the pouch and taken
the money.
It was close to noon that
same day when he returned to
the bank.
“I went in and they said yes,
it’s right here and it’s wet,” Mr.
Luthy said. “The cheques will
have to dry out and all of the
cash was there. Honesty won
the day.”
He doesn’t know who found
and returned his deposit pouch.
When the pouch was returned to him, Mr. Luthy discovered that it had been damaged
with one of the zipper clasps

broken and one of the binder
clips holding the cheques and
cash together squashed.
“The pouch must have been
run over,” Mr. Luthy said. “It
could have been my friend who
ran it over when driving away.”
“I brought the cheques home
to dry out but I deposited the
cash immediately,” he continued.
“It made me feel really
good,” Mr. Luthy said about the
complete recovery. “Honesty
was always a virtue. In the times
we are in, that’s somewhat hard
to find. The general population
is not as religious as it once was
when I arrived here 50 years
ago.
“Religion has been put on the
shelf mostly. Society isn’t what
it was as when I was growing
up. It’s wonderful to think that
honesty is still present.”
“I would have paid it back
myself,” Mr. Luthy said if the
cash had been taken.
“I would say I appreciated
your honesty,” he said he wanted
to tell the person who returned
the pouch. “I was raised and
told honesty is the best policy.
It’s good to know honesty is still
alive on Planet Earth. I am really glad someone would do that.
Honesty prevails!”

OVER 50 SPEAK

Final public input
for TVDSB pupil
accommodation review
FULL COVERAGE IN SECTION B

OCNA · Cat. PC30 – Community Service
Entry – Aylmer Library Public Forum
History: Several Aylmer councils have been working towards building a new library in
town for over 13 years (none successful thus far). After a period of latency on the issue,
the newspaper started to receive many Letters to the Editor each week in response to
council beginning to talk about getting something done, but only amongst themselves
with no community input. Aylmer Express saw the public wanted to speak more on the
issue, but council were giving no such opportunities– and decided to hold a public forum
on the matter. The day after the facility was booked for the event, council brought
forward a surprise motion to move the downtown library to 6,000 sq. ft. of rental hall
space at the arena (on the outskirts of town) with no public discussion or reason behind
the decision – no financial, logistical or architectural plans. (Library committees and
studies had recommended 10,000 sq. ft., and previous plans had been for additions or
stand-alone building downtown)
Event: Held in the theatre space above the current library, Aylmer Express welcomed
anyone who wished to speak to have their say. The newspaper used advertising, news
story and editorial column space to bring awareness to the event and welcome/encourage
participation. Hundreds of area residents showed up, leaving standing room only. Guests
of all ages spoke, airing concerns on difficulty accessing the “new” location on the edge
of town, questions of secrecy and potential collusion on council, feeling unheard and
overlooked by elected representatives and more.
Result: Weeks after the meeting was held, council reversed the decision the move the
library to the arena. They are now considering additions to the current building, or a
stand-alone building. The town just held their own public meeting last night to ask what
people thought of two potential locations (before making a decision that would affect
thousands of residents).

