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255 Dundas St., Waterdown
In the

Waterdown Plaza

Open 7am - 11pm DailyFlamborough

Better Food For All.

Your One Stop Love Day Shop!

A dozen
Long Stemmed Roses

Only$2499
plus tax

A Variety of Hand Tied Bouquets
Assorted Chocolates
and so much more

Tickets for the 41st an-
nual Rockton Dinner The-
atre went on sale Saturday
morning, but one Hamil-
ton man made sure he had
first dibs.

Jim Hollands camped
out in his pickup truck at
the Rockton Fairgrounds
since Wednesday morning,
to ensure he got a front-
row ticket to the annual
production.

“First in line gets first
choice of tables,” he said.
“I like a specific night and I
like to be at the front — so I
get first pick.”

This year’s dinner thea-
tre will have a 1950s theme
and is entitled Greasy
Spoon. It will take place
April 5-7 and April 12-14 at
the Rockton Fairgrounds.
Tickets are $35 apiece,
with $1 from each ticket
sold going to area food
banks.

The event,
which gets un-
derway with
dinner each
night at 7 p.m.,
features an
all-you-can-
eat roast beef
dinner with
all the fixings,
all-you-can-eat home-
cooked pies — and of
course, all-you-can-stom-
ach laughter.

Rockton Agricultural
Society general manager
Don Pede noted all of the
show’s advance tickets,
which were available
through Scotiabank, are
sold out. He added 70 per
cent of the show’s tickets
were sold on Feb. 3.

Pede noted Hollands
was not the only one to
camp out — as of 5 a.m., on

Saturday morning about
40 cars were in the Rockton
Fairgrounds parking lot,
waiting for the doors to
open at 8:30 a.m. 

He added the dinner
theatre, which seats more
than 250 guests per night,
goes through 100-120 pies
each night for all six nights

“We’re anticipating an-
other sold-out year,” he

said.
A re-

tired ele-
vator me-
chanic,
Hollands
said he’s
been
queuing
up to get
his pick of

the dinner theatre tickets
for 20 years.

“When I started out, I
would just arrive on Fri-
day night and take whatev-
er place in line,” he ex-
plained. “I quickly real-
ized you got a better table if
you got here earlier, so I
started coming on the
Thursday.”

One thing led to another
and Hollands borrowed his
friend’s motor home and
staked out his spot on
Wednesday. Then he

bought his own and took
the week off work.

Hollands said over the
years he’s gotten to know a
lot of people at the Rockton
Agricultural Society. Dur-
ing his stakeout, the RAS
members, will visit him, as
well as the people who he
buys tickets for.

“It’s a social thing,
more than anything,” he
said, noting he often
spends the time reading.
“It’s nice to have some qui-
et time.”

The Hamilton Moun-
tain resident noted he’s got
a heater in his truck to
keep warm, as well as a
cooler, noting he drives in-
to Cambridge every night
to fill a Thermos with cof-
fee for the next morning. 

“The dinner theatre is
fantastic — it’s so much
fun,” he said. “The food is
outstanding — the pies are
world class.

“It’s just a fantastic eve-
ning.”

Tickets are still avail-
able and can be purchased
from Tuesday to Thursday
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., and
Friday from 9 a.m. to 12
p.m., at the Rockton Agri-
cultural Society at 812 Old
Hwy. 8 in Rockton.
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Hamilton's Jim Hollands camped out at the Rockton
Fairgrounds since Wednesday to get first dibs on
tickets for the 41st annual Rockton Dinner Theatre.
Hollands has been camping out to get Dinner
Theatre tickets for 20 years.

Mac Christie/Metroland

“The dinner
theatre is
fantastic — it’s
so much fun.” 

- Jim Hollands


